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Panel expert and parent of a daughter who fatally overdosed on heroin, Tom Wheeler, speaks 
Monday at Unatego’s “Chasing the Dragon” screening and follow-up discussion.

by allison collins

OtegO – unatego central 
School’s Students against de-
structive decisions (Sadd) 
club hosted a Monday screen-
ing of the fbi documentary 
on heroin and opioid addic-
tion, “chasing the dragon” 
for roughly 245 students in 
grades 9 through 12. School 
officials, Sadd members 

and unatego students said the 
screening and follow-up panel 
discussion were part of deliv-
ering a much-needed message 
on addiction. 

unatego Superintendent dr. 
david richards said, while 
heroin and opioid addiction 
isn’t a significant problem 
among the student population 
specifically, unatego students 
are nevertheless affected by 

the crisis.
“we’ve been fortunate and 

we have great kids that have 
stayed relatively away from 
the opioid epidemic,” rich-
ards said. “but i do know 
there are many, many fami-
lies in our communities that 
are impacted, with extended 
family members or parents 
or grandparents who are ad-
dicted, so it impacts our kids.” 

Unatego SADD Sends Message 
with ‘Dragon’ Screening

See Dragon, page 5

(607) 563-4311 • www.chambersohara.com

2015 Dodge Durango Limited 4wd, 3.6L V6, auto trans, AC front and rear, 
htd leather, navigation, bluetooth, remote start, 0 recalls, white, 

Lifetime Warranty, 32,424 miles

 $29,469
Plus tax, title & registration.

“it stays here. it helps here. 
it works here.” – Sidney unit-
ed way

by allison collins

SidNey – Sidney united 
way held its annual meeting 
Saturday, Jan. 27, announcing 
recipients of the group’s year-
long funding for the 2017* 
cycle. 

representing a broad cross-
section of area agencies, 
members of each beneficiary 
discussed past impact made 
by united way donations and 
plans for funding recently 
awarded. Sidney united way 
serves Sidney, Sidney center 
and Masonville.

executive director of Sid-
ney united way, dennis 
porter, called 2017 a “record-
breaking year” for the group. 
after fundraising $103,709, 
he said, the “bottom line to-
tal,” once roughly $10,000 
was distributed to organiza-
tions and causes outside of 
Sidney, was $93,761, all di-
rectly donated to tri-town-
area agencies.

given that Sidney united 

way’s annual efforts are fa-
cilitated by community dona-

tions, porter said, the all-time 
high dollar amount reflects 

Sidney United Way Aids Area 
Agencies with Annual Donations

Outgoing Sidney United Way President Renee Webb stands 
with executive director Dennis Porter during Saturday’s 
annual meeting.

Afton Loses its Grocery
aftON – the afton great 

american, located at 154 
Main St., closed its doors for 
business earlier this week. 
the closure comes on the 
heels of the dec. 15, 2017 
shutdown of unadilla’s gro-
cery by the same name. 

Manager of the afton store, 

Mark Heath, said tuesday, 
“this is it.”

in the lead-up to the ru-
mored closure, the store host-
ed a 30 percent off sale on all 
remaining inventory.

Jan. 30, Heath said, “we’ve 
been depleting our supplies 
here all week and it looks 

pretty low.” Heath, who was 
not at any time the storeown-
er, attributed its closure to 

“small retail business going 
down.” 

right: Nearly bare store 
shelves are seen in this 
wednesday, Jan. 24 photo.

See United Way, page 5

by allison collins

SidNey – thanks to the 
efforts of recently elected 
Sidney town councilman 
frank Selleck and other area 
veterans, the NyS division 
of Veterans’ affairs Office in 
Sidney will reopen wednes-
day, feb. 7. 

the office, which has ex-
perienced ups and downs, 
including its most recent shut-

down due to state mandates in 
May 2017, offers counseling 
services to veterans and their 
dependents in the tri-town 
region. 

State, town and village of-
ficials, veterans and veterans 
benefit advisor pam tan-
ner gathered in the relocated 
Sidney office, now in the 
town building at 44 grand 
St. (formerly the Mirabito 
building) for a wednesday 

morning open house. tanner, 
who managed the Sidney of-
fice when located in the civic 
center, will oversee the site. 

Selleck said, upon enter-
ing his term as town council-
man, reinstating the Sidney 
veterans’ office was foremost 
among his priorities. 

“it was my goal to get this 
back here as quick as i could,” 
Selleck said. He added that, 
after the town of Sidney re-

Sidney Veterans’ Affairs Office to 
Reopen in Town Building Feb. 7

See Veterans, page 5

State and local elected officials stand with Sidney-area veterans during a Jan. 31 open house 
at the new NYS Division of Veterans’ Affairs Office in Sidney, located in the town building off 
Division Street. Beginning next week, the office will be open Wednesdays.
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Butternut Valley GranGe news

WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS 
and PLATTERS

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE
FROM THE DELI –

Meat & Cheese Platters, including several kinds of 
Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-5; SAT. 8-4; CLOSED SUNDAYS
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & FOOD STAMPS ACCEPTED

Pine Ridge Groceries
4086 State Hwy. 206, Bainbridge, NY • 607-967-5926
Route 206 West (1¼ mi. from light at Rte. 7)

$7.00
All-You-Can-Eat
Eggs to order, bacon, 
sausage, original & 
blueberry pancakes, toast, 
sausage gravy biscuits, 
hash browns, coffee, tea, 
and juice

Charles L. Jacobi American Legion Post 
183 Invites You Over For Breakfast

Sunday, February 4
from 8am-11am at

22 Union St. in Sidney

Harpursville American Legion Auxilliary Post 1596
Welton St. in Harpursville, NY 13787

−Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner−
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 4PM−7PM 

at Post Home on Welton St.

MENU: Pancakes, sausage, sausage gravy & biscuits, 
eggs, home fries, juice, coffee, tea & hot chocolate

$7.00 per person • FREE 5 years & under

VIP Payroll and
Tax Services

Bookkeeping, Fax and Copy Service Also Available
• FAST AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE •

1 North Main St., Bainbridge
607-967-5624 • Fax: 607-967-3863

M-F 9-5,
Sat. 9-Noon

Qualified To Handle All Your
Personal and Business Needs
Individual • Corporation • Partnership • E-File

TAXMASTER
INCOME TAX

PREPARATION

191 Main Street, Afton, NY

(607) 639-1725
10 N. Main Street, Bainbridge, NY

(607) 967-3200

CALL FOR

APPOINTMENT

Over 65 Years Of Combined Experience

REPEAT
CUSTOMERS

10%
DISCOUNT

If We Did Your Taxes Last Year
Not Valid With Other Discounts

Expires 4/13/18

TAXMASTER

NEW
CUSTOMERS

10%
DISCOUNT

With Coupon Only
Not Valid With Other Discounts

Expires 4/13/18

TAXMASTER

TAX 
SEASON

83 Main St. • Sidney, NY
607-561-9289

Schedule by Appointment

SidNey – progress con-
tinues on the new “welcome 
to Sidney” sign planned for 
the route 7/Main Street en-
trance to the village’s business 
district. 

under the guidance of the 
Hill & Valley garden club, 
village workers removed over-
grown shrubs and evergreens 
on either side of the roadway 
last summer, improving vis-
ibility and aesthetics of that 
area.

during the fall, drawings 
for a new sign were submitted 

from local sources.  the work 
of ty Steinbacher, a profes-
sional sign-maker from wal-
ton, was chosen. an attrac-
tive, doubled-faced sign was 
selected.

drawings have been pre-
sented and approved by the 
highway department, Sidney 
Village board and the town 
of unadilla.

the garden club’s goal is 
to have this sign in place by 
spring 2018. this will wel-
come route 7 traffic from 
each direction and accom-

pany the revitalization of Sid-
ney’s Main Street, directing 
traffic to the business district.  

Josh Mistler of JM elec-
trical contracting has been 
working with the garden club 
and offered to donate solar 
lighting for the sign

an anonymous donor of-
fered significant funding to-
ward the cost. the donor’s 
only request was that some 
of the funding come from the 
community, as a show of sup-
port for the project.

community collabora-

tion has long been a part of 
bringing Sidney improvement 
projects to fruition. per the 
donor’s request, garden club 
members are now calling on 
the community. 

No contribution is too small 
or too large.

checks should be made out 
to Hill & Valley garden club 
and mailed to:

Hill & Valley garden club 
c/o Marge Suriano, 20 glen 
ave., Sidney, N.y., 13838.

Hill & Valley Garden Club Plans Welcome Sign

giLbertSViLLe - the 
gilbertsville emergency 
Squad is pleased to have re-
ceived significant donation 
from alan cleinman of clein-
man performance partners in 
Oneonta. cleinman grew up 
in gilbertsville and made this 
donation in memory of his 
parents, Max and Helen cle-

inman. Max was a longtime 
member of the gilbertsville 
fire department and, along 
with his wife Helen, owned 
the Value-way country Store 
in the village.

the donation has been 
used toward the purchase of 
a Zoll autopulse®. the au-
topulse resuscitation System 

provides automated cpr to 
victims of sudden cardiac ar-
rest. the battery-operated au-
topulse squeezes the patient’s 
entire chest to improve blood 
flow to the heart and brain. 

the eMS community rec-
ognizes that sometimes it is 
necessary to administer cpr 
while enroute to the hospital, 

but doing chest compressions 
in the back of a moving ambu-
lance is neither safe nor effec-
tive. the autopulse may im-
prove patient outcome while 
keeping squad members safe.

the gilbertsville emergen-
cy Squad expresses its sincere 
gratitude for this donation.

Gilbertsville Emergency Squad Receives Donation, Purchases CPR Device

SidNey - the preceptor 
beta kappa chapter of beta 
Sigma phi in Sidney is seek-
ing candidate nominations 
for its first Lady of the year 
award. this award has been 
given out since 1975 to honor 
women who have made an 
outstanding contribution to 
the local communities of the 
tri-town area. 

beta Sigma phi is an in-
ternational women’s orga-
nization with over 200,000 
members in the united States, 
canada and 30 other coun-
tries worldwide. the group 
has three purposes: cultural, 
social and service. because 
service is so important to the 
organization, it is with great 
pride that the chapter rec-

ognizes the service of other 
women in the tri-town area

women in this area are 
making important contri-
butions to community life, 
businesses, social welfare, 
research and education. they 
work behind the scenes in 
churches, schools, fire de-
partments, civic and service 
organizations, neighborhoods 

and wherever there is a need. 
the only requirement is that 
nominees may not be, or have 
ever been, a member of beta 
Sigma phi. 

anyone who knows s spe-
cial lady they would like to 
nominate for the first Lady 
award should contact Mar-
cia Honsaker at 563-2573 by 
March 1 for details.

Beta Sigma Phi Seeks Nominations for First Lady Award

ONeONta - photographer, 
educator and dOaS board 
member rod Sutton will pres-
ent photographs and facts on 
reptiles and amphibians at 
the delaware Otsego audu-
bon Society’s public meeting 
friday, feb. 16 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the elm park united Method-
ist church, 401 chestnut St., 
Oneonta. refreshments will 
be available and the program 
will be free and open to the 
public.

all animals serve a purpose 
in nature; reptiles and am-
phibians often go unappreci-
ated for the contributions they 
make to balance various envi-
ronments and ecosystems. 

for example, a pond thriv-
ing with frogs and salaman-

ders is indicative of a healthy 
environment; their thin skin 
helps them drink and breathe 
but also makes them sus-
ceptible to environmental 
pollutants. 

Snakes are much maligned 
and are often killed on sight; 
their long, legless shape of-
ten startles people. However, 
snakes play an important role 
in the natural environment and 
food webs. effective hunters 
and ambush predators, snakes 
use highly developed senses 
of sight, taste, hearing and 
touch to locate, recognize and 
track their prey. Some snakes 
use powerful constriction to 
subdue their prey, while oth-
ers inject venom, highly mod-
ified saliva. 

alligators and crocodiles 
were roaming the planet with 
dinosaurs. their appearance 
today is little changed from 
that of the Jurassic period.

rod Sutton enjoyed nature 
at an early age, dreaming of 
becoming a wildlife biologist 
with a focus on herpetology. 
One of his first jobs was at 
rogers environmental con-
servation center in Sherburne.

Sutton’s life found its own 
path, leading to a career in 
advertising, commercial and 
industrial photography. with 
20 years of experience in the 
field he accepted a position 
with dcMO bOceS in 1993, 
starting a new academic pro-
gram in visual communica-
tions. after 10 years in the 

classroom he moved to a posi-
tion as coordinator of instruc-
tional technology, retiring in 
2012.

blending his abilities as 
photographer and teacher, 
with his appreciation for na-
ture and wildlife, Sutton now 
dedicates his time to studying 
and photographing animals in 
their natural habitats. 

He also teaches photogra-
phy workshops and presents 
programs such as the one in 
Oneonta feb. 16. this pro-
gram will look at the diversity 
of various species through 
photographs taken over sev-
eral decades.

Herpetology Presentation to Take Place in Oneonta Feb. 16

giLbertSViLLe - but-
ternut Valley grange is spon-
soring a cabin fever event Sat-
urday, feb. 3 at the fellowship 
Hall of the baptist church, 
starting at 10:30 a.m. with 
board and card games. 

a luncheon will be served 
at noon, for which each fam-
ily is asked to bring individ-
ual table service and a dish to 
share on the buffet. chili will 
be donated by the grange, so 
remember to bring a bowl.

following the luncheon, 
bingo will be enjoyed, with 

prizes donated by grangers. 
the meal will be coordinat-

ed and beverages furnished 
by the committee of irma-
belle Sheldon, Vicky gregory, 
Laurie Johnsen and colleen 
bushnell. the public is cor-
dially invited.

at the January meeting, it 
was reported that members’ 
collection of “f” and “H” dol-
lar bills since October is ap-
proaching $500. any final do-
nations should be brought to 
the feb. 3 event. Monies will 
be divided between the local 

butternut Valley food pantry 
and a distressed grange fam-
ily in california ravished by 
the fires in recent months.

the community Service 
committee reported that dic-
tionaries were presented to 
third graders of gilbertsville-
Mt. upton School Jan. 26.

grange members are re-
minded to bring art and photo 
entries for this year’s con-
test to barton Snedaker and 
needlework, woodworking 
or quilting entries to anna 
ritchey, as both departments 

will conduct the local judging. 
winners will be entered into 
the county grange contests, 
held at the March 10 pomona 
grange meeting in westville.

it was announced at the 
January meeting that barton 
Snedaker has recently accept-
ed appointment by State Mas-
ter, Stephen c. coye, to the 
position of leadership/mem-
bership director for the New 
york State grange, a personal 
honor and one for butternut 
Valley grange.

giLbertSViLLe - the 
gilbertsville fire department 
recently submitted its an-
nual reports and held annual 
elections.

the results are as follows:  
chief- david robinson; first 
assistant chief- Steve gayle; 
Second assistant chief- chris 
Orals; captain- kyle bran-
nick; 1st Lieutenant Mike 
tiffany, 2nd Lieutenant bri-
an degroat. president- John 
Mason; Vice president- dave 
Haynes; treasurer- Scot Lu-

eck; Secretary- dawn Mc-
call:  captain of fire police- 
don Osborne; chaplain- the 
reverend randy palada.

board of trustees: James 
Vandusen, Jim pochy, Sean 
Schaefer and Jason dunham. 

the fire department re-
sponded to a total of 30 tone 
calls in 2017, with more than 
1,300 man hours involving 
calls, drills and training.

emergency squad election 
results are as follows: captain 
and training Officer- deb 

gross; treasurer & equip-
ment Officer- tom rotskows-
ki; Secretary- barb Hill.

the emergency squad 
responded to 101 calls in 
2017and they accumulated 
more than 2,300 man hours 
involving calls, drills and 
training. 

the fire auxiliary elec-
tion results were as follows:  
president- kim Schaefer, 
Vice president- Heather ket-
chum, treasurer- Stephanie 
Mitcham and Secretary- amy 

robinson.
the gilbertsville fire de-

partment would like to thank 
its community for another 
year of very generous dona-
tions and support from district 
residents.  the fire department 
has welcomed several new 
members, but is always look-
ing for volunteers. anyone in-
terested, contact members for 
information.

Gilbertsville Fire Dept. Elects Officers
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MasonVille news
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odds & ends

GilBertsVille news

SIDNEY
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 3, 1993
Sidney’s Senior Meals site 

celebrated its 19th year of 
hosting successful gatherings 
for “fellowship, nutrition and 
good times.” 

the site began with meals 
served at the Vfw on west 
Main Street, before relocating 
to the former cafeteria in the 
civic center building. 

 
the town of Sidney, “in 

the interest of economy and 
efficiency” began revamping 
staff assignments at the east 
Sidney dam Lake park in 
early 1993. 

then-park manager doug 
Mckown resigned from his 
post, prompting the town 
board to seek a replacement. 
the new park manager was to 
have “fewer responsibilities,” 
since then-town highway su-
pervisor richard Huyck was 
going to “take care of all park 
maintenance, including mow-
ing, trimming and planting; 
care of the beach, dock and 
picnic areas; and electric ser-
vice and bathroom facilities.”

at the time, Sidney town 
supervisor walter Johnson 
said, “the highway depart-
ment has always done some 
of the work, but the difference 
will be (that) they will be in 
charge.”

Johnson also said, “with 
the new staff set-up, less man-
power will be needed, since 
the members of the highway 
crew will have to be at the 
park only when necessary. all 
of the work will be done by 
our own people.”  

UNADILLA
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 3, 1993 
dave Lippa and donald 

Northrup announced the 
opening of d&d insurance 
and financial Services at 61 
Main St. in the village. 

as prudential agents for 
the tri-town area, Lippa and 
Northrup offered life, health, 
auto and homeowners insur-
ance and investment services 
for mutual funds, iras and 
annuities. 

Lippa, at the time, was a 
resident of Sidney center with 
his family and Northrup a 
new resident of unadilla.  

plans were underway for 
the unadilla rdc’s fourth 
annual winterfest, scheduled 
for mid-february. 

in 1993, the winterfest had 
several new features planned, 
including a craft sale at the 
unadilla elementary School, 
a talent show and “bovine 
bingo.”

returning winterfest fa-
vorites included a snow 
sculpting contest, chili cook-
off and bake-off, a scavenger 
hunt and entertainment. 

BAINBRIDGE
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 3, 1993
bainbridge native and 

Nashville transplant, dennis 
paige, received word in early 
february 1993 that a song of 
his had climbed to No. 10 on 
an independent record chart.

the country-western sing-
er-songwriter was reportedly 
“thrilled.” 

paige’s manager at the time, 
chuck Seals, said then, “nev-

er, since the time i became a 
record producer, has a new 
singer that i have produced 
scored so exceptionally well 
on the independent national 
record carts.” Seals added that 
he expected paige to climb all 
the way to No. 1. 

“dennis is an artist who 
takes his craft seriously,” 
Seals said. 

paige’s most recent record-
ing in early ’93, an album 
titled “i’m country for a 
country Mile” was available 
at fairbanks pharmacy in 
Sidney.  

SIDNEY
50 YEARS AGO

Feb. 7, 1968
the Sacred Heart catholic 

church completely remod-
eled its former church build-
ing, creating five classrooms 
for religious instruction. the 
remodel was done by richard 
wakeman.

 
BAINBRIDGE

50 YEARS AGO
Feb. 7, 1943

Six of 62 regents schol-
arships in the county were 
won by bainbridge-guilford 
seniors. 

debora knight, of bain-
bridge, was among the top 
five in the county, ranking 
fourth with a score of 258.

Other b-g scholarship 
winners included: Vaughn 
Hohreiter, ronald Miller, 
karen O’connor, Steven Opal 
and Harry paul.  

UNADILLA
50 YEARS AGO

FEB. 7, 1968
a civil engineer from Na-

panoch, N.y. met with mem-

bers of the unadilla Village 
board to discuss the results of 
the county-wide sewage sur-
vey done of Otsego county.

He presented tentative in-
formation concerning steps 
the village should take, giving 
an estimate of $500,000 for a 
system of sewer lines to serve 
the village and $250,000 for 
interceptors and the sewage 
treatment plant. 

it was estimated that ap-
proximately 60 percent of the 
$250,000 cost of the plant and 
its interceptor sewers would 
be paid by State and federal 
aid. 

Village officials were told 
at the time that it was unlikely 
there would be any aid for the 
sewer line system with a cost 
of $500,000. 

a further engineering stud-
ied was planned, with action 
expected by 1970. 

SIDNEY 
75 YEARS AGO

Feb. 4, 1943
Scintilla Little theatre 

presented its inaugural pro-
duction, “the ghost bird” in 
the high school auditorium at 
Sidney. 

proceeds from perfor-
mances were earmarked for 
sending gifts to former Scin-
tilla employees deployed in 
the armed forces. 

george r. Smith directed 
the production.  

More than 400 workers of 
walton and vicinity employed 
at the Scintilla plant filed a 
petition requesting passen-
ger service on the New york, 
Ontario & western railroad 
from cadosia to Sidney. 

 

elaina palada, a sophomore 
at Syracuse university, is 
spending the semester study-
ing abroad in Strasbourg, 
france. She is continuing her 
music education major studies 
with a focus on instrumental 
music. 

while there, palada will 
take Syracuse courses at the 

Su center in Strasbourg and 
study flute at the conserva-
toire de Strasbourg. She will 
also sing with the choir at the 
cathedral. in her spare time, 
palada is enjoying traveling 
through europe.

Marissa Mehlrose has been 
named to dean’s list for the 
fall semester at the university 

of New Haven, New Haven, 
conn.

beth keene was recognized 
as a “friend of the N.y. Jr. 
Holstein association” at the 
State Junior convention, held 
earlier this month in Syracuse.

this past Sunday, randy 
palada concluded his minis-
try at the baptist church in 

Oneonta, when members held 
their last service.  He offi-
cially retired, following seven 
years at that church preceded 
by several more at the baptist 
church in gilbertsville.

Over the weekend, word 
was received of the serious ill-
ness of danny Hay in Zephy-
rills, fla.

this week’s quote is 
from Voltaire: “a long dis-
pute means both parties are 
wrong.” do you think the 
members of our government 
will be able to get their differ-
ences settled in a timely man-
ner and get on with things that 
matter most? Let’s all hope so. 

pancake breakfasts: the 
first of two pancake break-
fasts at the Masonville feder-
ated church will be this Sat-
urday, feb. 3. Serving will be 
buffet-style, from 7 through 
10 a.m. the menu will feature 
hot-off-the-grill all-you-can-
eat pancakes, real and sugar-
free syrup, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, applesauce, home 
fries, orange juice and coffee 
and donuts. there will be help 
available for those who need 
it. come and bring neighbors, 
friends and family to enjoy 
fine food and fellowship. 

the next breakfast will 
take place at the same time 

Saturday, March 3.
good luck to all students, 

as second-quarter report cards 
will be mailed friday, feb. 2.

there will be a high school 
cabaret concert at the high 
school gymnasium thursday, 
feb. 8 at 6:30 p.m. come and 
enjoy a great musical event; 
the teachers and students 
do a great job and it is very 
entertaining.

Here on the farm everyone 
has been trying to get used to 
the weather. it seems every-
one is getting a sickness and 
it’s hard to get better. with 
the flu all around and children 
and adults dying from it, ev-
eryone needs to take precau-
tions to keep themselves safe.

the cows were tested this 
week for milk production and 
did well. Harold was able to 
get the wood cut up this week-
end, with some help from 
grandchildren Noah and Na-
than tomeo. they had a lot of 

fun helping grandpa.
please keep all our farmers 

in your thoughts for a better 
year in 2018.

birthday greetings this 
week go out to Jason curtis, 
feb. 1; Sue brown, pat Neu-
mann and Heather Signor, 
feb. 3; anne warner and em-
ber Mckown, feb. 4; gregg 
dean and Scott william 
barse, feb. 5; Marjorie Mott 
and dashiell Hepworth feb. 
6; kim carroll birmingham, 
douglas turner and Steve 
tiska, feb. 7; and Matthew 
pritchard, feb. 8. Have a great 
day, everyone.

condolences: Sympathy is 
extended to the family and 
friends of ruth tomeo, who 
passed away this past week. 
She grew up in Masonville 
and graduated with Sidney’s 
class of 1959. funeral servic-
es were held at c.H. Landers 
funeral Home in Sidney fri-
day, Jan. 26, with the rever-

end tom Vance of Masonville 
federated church officiating.

Masonville federated 
church Sunday services are 
held at 11 a.m., with adult 
Sunday school at 9:45 a.m.

the pancake breakfast 
at the church is this Satur-
day. Sunday, feb. 4 will be 
Souper bowl Sunday, with a 
collection of canned goods 
and foods to benefit the com-
munity food bank, held each 
first friday of the month from 
1 to 3 p.m. at the church din-
ing hall.

“beat the winter blues” 
– there will be a family fun 
night Sunday, feb. 18 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. people of all 
ages are welcome to come for 
games and refreshments. this 
will be a great way to have 
fun with the whole family and 
members of the community.

uNategO – in a wednes-
day, Jan. 24 special district 
meeting, unatego central 
School district voters ap-
proved a bus vote 46 to 12.  

OtegO - there will be a 
board meeting feb. 5 in the 
unatego middle/high school, 
room 93.

the cSe exempt session 

will begin at 6:30 p.m., with 
the regular meeting beginning 
at 7 p.m. 

uNadiLLa - the un-
adilla chamber of commerce 
will hold a regular meeting 
tuesday, feb. 6 beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Meeting 
place, 187 Main St., unadilla. 
all directors and members 

urged to attend. 

SidNey - the annual 
meeting of the friends of the 
Libraries will be wednes-
day, feb. 7 at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Smart community room of 
the Sidney Memorial public 
Library in Sidney. 

the agenda will include a 
financial report and a review 

of activities supported by the 
friends of the Libraries. all 
members of the friends of the 
Libraries are invited to attend. 

baiNbridge - the 
bainbridge-guilford central 
School will hold a board of 
education meeting thursday, 
feb. 15 in the district confer-
ence room at 6:30 p.m. the 

business portion of the meet-
ing will start at 7 p.m. 

OtegO - the Otego unit-
ed Methodist church will be 
hosting a Lenten soup supper 
and game night Saturday, feb. 
24 in the fellowship hall at 10 
church St., Otego. 

a variety of homemade 
soups, chili, breads, desserts 

and beverages will be avail-
able from 4 to 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a large selection of 
board and card games, puz-
zles and snacks / beverages.

come have some mid-win-
ter fun and meet new friends!

donations will be accepted 
and plenty of parking and ele-
vator access will be available. 

baiNbridge - the Soup 
kitchen at the bainbridge 
united Methodist church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s facebook page.

 
SidNey - a full meal is 

served at St. paul’s episco-
pal church, 25 river St. ev-
ery second, third and fourth 
wednesday of the month from 
11 a.m. to noon. food selec-
tions vary weekly and all are 
welcome. 

uNadiLLa - a week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery thursday at 12:00 p.m. 

at St. Matthews episcopal 
church. a free will offering is 
appreciated. 

uNadiLLa - breakfast in 
the basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at the unadilla united 
Methodist church on Main St. 
all are welcome. donations 
are accepted but not expected. 

SidNey - free soup night 
at the first congregational 
church of Sidney serves 
from 4 - 6 p.m. on the second 
thursday of each month until 
april.  

cOVeNtryViLLe - first 
congregational church in 
coventryville’s first Saturday 
of the Month dinner will be 
held on Saturday, feb. 3, from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  On the menu 
will be goulash, tossed salad, 
garlic bread, light desserts and 
beverage.  

January’s dinner was can-
celed due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, but all is well 
again, the lights are on, the 
doors are open, so come on 
over. gather around the table 
with friends and neighbors to 
enjoy some great home-cook-
ing and good fellowship. 

travel up State Highway 
206 or 41 to the blinking four-
corner intersection in coven-
tryville, turn onto county rd. 
27 and you’ll see the church. 

for more information call 
pastor Joyce at 607-639-1841. 

aftON - the afton pres-
byterian church will hold 
its 42nd annual community 
Soup Supper Saturday, feb. 3, 
from 4 p.m. until gone. 

dinner will include home-
made vegetable beef barley 
soup and chili. Meals will also 
include beverages, homemade 
breads and pies. 

children under 5 will eat 
for free. Quarts of soup will 
be available for purchase. 

the church is located on 
the corner of academy and 
Sand Streets. 

aftON – the afton Vfw 
auxiliary post 3529, located 
at 184 Main St., will host a 
soup-and-sandwich supper 
Saturday, feb. 10 from 4 to 6 
p.m.

the all-you-can-eat meal 
will include a choice of chili, 
hamburger, corn, chowder, 
vegetable and cream of broc-
coli soups. Sandwiches will 
have the option of being made 
with ham and cheese; hot or 
cold. beverages and a choice 
of dessert will be included 
with the price of the meal.

for more information or 
pricing, call barbara at 693-
1040 or carla at 639-1446. 

panCake listinG
MaSONViLLe - the Ma-

sonville federated church 
will hold a pancake breakfast 
and bake sale from 7 to 10 
a.m. Saturday, feb. 3 and Sat-
urday, March 3 in the church 
hall.

the menu will include 
pancakes, real Maple syrup, 
scrambled eggs, sausage, 
applesauce, home fries, or-
ange juice, coffee and donuts. 
Sugar free syrup will also be 
available. 

aftON - the afton Veter-
ans of foreign wars post 3529 
will host an all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast Saturday, 
feb. 3 from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
the breakfast will be served 
at the Vfw post at 187 Main 
St. afton, across from the 
Nbt building. the breakfast 
is open to all and will include 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, home fries, coffee 
and juice.

there will be a small 
charge for the breakfast and 
proceeds will go to help the 
Vfw post 3529. 

HarpurSViLLe - the 

Harpursville american Le-
gion auxiliary post 1596 will 
host a pancake dinner tues-
day, feb. 13 from 4 to 7 p.m.

the menu will include pan-
cakes, sausage, sausage gravy 
and biscuits, eggs, home fries, 
juice, coffee, tea and hot 
chocolate.

children under 5 will eat 
for free.

SidNey - Sidney boy 
Scout troop 88 will serve its 
annual all-you-can-eat break-
fast Saturday, feb. 17 from 
7 a.m. to noon at the Sacred 
Heart catholic parish center 
on Liberty Street in Sidney. 
the meal will consist of pan-
cakes, eggs, sausage and a 
beverage.

tickets may be purchased 
from scouts now or they may 
be purchased at the door. 
for further information, call 
563-1679.

troop 88 meets tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. at the Sacred Heart 
parish center on Liberty 
Street. boys age 10 to 18 are 
welcome to come and see how 
much scouting has to offer.
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CeMetery loVers By tina & dale utter
The Search For “Fancy D”

by dale and tina utter

dale and tina utter are mem-
bers the of guilford Historical 
Society and have an active inter-
est in cemeteries.

Of all of our travels, delaware 
county is a favorite destination. 
we love the stone walls, the 
farms with old barns and well-
built bridgeways, the beautiful 
hills and the many rural, dirt 
roads. it is reminiscent of what 
chenango county was like 50 
years ago.
 We decided  to become more 

familiar  with  the  county’s  early 
sandstone carvers, so that meant 
a road trip. One day we headed 
for deposit, then travelled along 
the southern part of cannons-
ville reservoir. it is such a pretty 
drive, with the water and the sur-
rounding catskill Mountains. we 
found ourselves driving up read-
burn Mountain. as we neared the 
top, there was a beautiful view 
of the distant reservoir nestled 
among the hills. we weren’t too 
thrilled with the road, as it was 
a bit narrow and without guard-
rails. it must be an exciting drive 
during the winter!

Once we got over the mountain 
we continued our drive to east 
branch. there is a cemetery near 
the Methodist church, but it is 
not very old. However, one of our 
favorite cemeteries is located in 
town. what makes this cemetery 
so special is all the inscribed, 
primitive stones there. the oldest 
one we found was 1798. we were 
looking for a unique delaware 
county carver, but found none.

we continued our drive to 
downsville, stopping at Long 
flats cemetery along the way. it 
is a little hidden from the road, 

but well worth the effort to find 
it. this is another exceptional, old 
cemetery with inscribed primi-
tive gravestones. this visit, we 
were looking for something dif-
ferent. the first stone i looked 
at had oak leaves all around two 
inscribed names.

the next stone had oak leaves 
on both sides. i was ready to go 
to on, when something caught 
my eye. i looked at the top and 
then used my brush to clean it. i 
wasn’t sure if i was seeing what 
i thought i was, so i called tina 
over. She said, “That is a coffin.” 
that is just what i had thought 
- a worn but distinct, horizontal 
coffin.

as i moved on, i found a very 
nice stone with the inscription 
contained within a large heart. 
then i saw another coffin on top. 
i couldn’t believe we had found 
another one. the same carver, 
we wondered? this was going to 
take more serious study. Maybe 
this is just what we were looking 
for - a unique delaware county 
carver.

Our next stop was gregory-
town cemetery. as we wandered 
around, we stumbled upon not 
one but two more stones with 
horizontal coffins. Now we were 
getting excited! where else could 
this carver be found? it was late, 
so we headed for home.

Our curiosity got the best of 
us, so the next day we were out 
looking for more stones by the 
same carver. Our first stop was 
Hancock. Sure enough, there was 
a beautiful stone with the signa-
ture horizontal coffin. we then 
headed for Long flats cemetery 
to reset some stones that we had 
found down the previous day.
 Once there, we looked closer 

at a stone and discovered it had 
a horizontal coffin in the middle. 
before, we had only noticed the 

oak leaves surrounding the in-
scription. i looked more closely 
at a broken stone and there he 
was again. when resetting one, 
we flipped over a stone lying face 
down. it was a fine piece of his 
work with oak leaves and acorns 
on one side and leaves with a 
flower on the other. the coffin 
was nestled in the urn. in this 
cemetery, we found six stones by 
the same carver.

On our way through downs-
ville, we stopped at an old cem-
etery by the covered bridge and 
there he was again. we now view 
this as a significant find for dela-
ware county. in four cemeter-
ies, stretching from Hancock to 
downsville, we found 10 stones 
by the same carver. He needed 
a name. what should we call 
him? coffin Man would have 
been appropriate, as we found a 
coffin on each one of his stones, 
but that name is already taken. 
what other distinctive detail was 
there? we looked at our photos 
and notes. Many had oak leaves, 
but not all. then we noticed that 
on every stone he had at least one 
fancy, scripted capital “d.”  we 
named him “fancy d” carver.

we have found his work in 
deposit, Hamden, east windsor, 
near windsor and in Harmony, 
pa. in nine different cemeteries, 
we have found 19 of his stones, 
dating from 1822-1836. we are 
excited to see where else we will 
find his work.

He carved urns, willows, oak 
leaves, acorns, fans, pinwheels, 
hearts, flowers, vines and more, 
so he is a well-rounded carver. 
His best work seems to be from 
Hancock to downsville, so we 
are inclined to believe he lived 
along that stretch of the river. 
Most of his stones in that area 
also appear to be of a very high 
quality bluestone.

we were surprised but very 
pleased to see one of his stones 
in Harmony. but what really 
thrilled us was a stone done by 
another carver. in trout creek 
there is a very unique stone with a 
simple picket fence and gate and 
very nice writing. we had never 
seen this again, until now. there 
before us was another stone just 
like the one in trout creek. as 
we continued to look around, we 
saw many other stones done by 
this same carver. perhaps he had 
lived nearby?

we don’t know much about 
these early sandstone carvers. 
Mary dexter’s “coffin Man” 
ranged from andes to ithaca and 
across central and northern penn-
sylvania. that was quite an area 
to cover from 1810-1821 with 
limited roads. did the carvers 
travel by wagon with their stones 
or did they use quarried stone 
from the areas that needed grave-
stones? where did they learn 
their craft and where did they 
come from? did they do this as 
their primary work or were they 
farmers or stone masons carv-
ing gravestones just as a hobby? 
what were there names? we have 
many questions, but i am afraid 
most answers are lost to time.

we have searched more cem-
eteries for fancy d. we looked 
in the delhi area, but did not find 
any, so we are inclined to think 
that Hamden was as far east as he 
went. 

Our next area will be west of 
windsor, toward binghamton, 
and also down into pennsylva-
nia. it is a slow process, but every 
outing is a new adventure. you 
never know what you will find! 
are there more carvers out there 
unique to delaware county? we 
will be on the lookout.

From the Sheriff’s Desk
i am very excited to deliver 

my first “from the Sheriff’s 
desk” article since becoming 
your delaware county Sheriff.  i 
have been very overwhelmed by 
the level of support for me and 
the sheriff’s office.  when i took 
my oath Jan. 1, the ceremony was 
surreal in many ways.  i am hon-
ored and humbled to serve you as 
your sheriff and feel very blessed 
to have the privilege to represent 
the fine members of the delaware 
county Sheriff’s Office.

for my first article, i want to 
talk about the history of the of-
fice of sheriff and its role in our 
democracy.  the office of sheriff 
is the oldest and most historic law 
enforcement agency in the histo-
ry of the world.  the sheriff’s of-
fice can be traced back more than 
1,000 years to early england.  it 
was there, under king alfred the 
great in the year 871, that you 
find the early development of the 
sheriff’s office.

during the reign of alfred 
the great, a new unit of govern-
ment was created, known as the 
“shire.” the shire was the fore-
runner of the modern day county. 
each “shire” was led by a “reeve” 
(chief). it was the responsibility 
of the “shire-reeve” to maintain 
law and order within his own 
“shire” (county).  in those early 
days, there were no police, no 
judges, no magistrates, etc. the 
“shire-reeve” (sheriff) did every-
thing.  He had the power to arrest, 
raise armies, collect taxes, pre-
side over courts, deal with traitors 
and do everything on the king’s 
behalf.

in the battle of Hastings in 
1066, the Saxon king Harold was 
defeated by the Normans.  the 
Normans centralized power un-
der the king and it was the sheriff 
who became the enforcer of the 
law throughout the kingdom.  
even after the despotic king John 
was forced to sign the Magna 
carta, restoring basic rights and 
freedoms in england, the office 
of sheriff maintained its criti-
cal importance as keeper of the 
peace. it should be noted that the 
role of sheriff is mentioned nine 
times in the Magna carta.

as english settlers came to the 
New world, the office of sheriff 
traveled with them.  when the 

first colonies were established 
in Virginia in 1634, one of their 
first actions was to elect a sher-
iff. thomas Jefferson, in his work 
“the Value of the constitutions,” 
stated that “the office of sheriff is 
the most important of all execu-
tive offices in the county.” it was 
at this time the office of sheriff 
was created in the united States.

during the 1700s and 1800s, 
american sheriffs were given a 
broad range of responsibilities 
by colonial and state legislatures. 
duties included maintaining jails 
and workhouses.  the enforce-
ment of law, maintenance of the 
peace and the handling of crimi-
nals throughout the judicial pro-
cess were also the responsibilities 
of the sheriff. 

as westward expansion 
evolved, it was the sheriff who es-
tablished order in the lawless ter-
ritories, where the fastest gun of-
ten ruled.  it was during this time 
that many grouped sheriffs into 
two categories; the quick, and 
the dead. icons of western lore, 
such as bat Masterson and wyatt 
earp, immortalized the sheriff’s 
office in history and legend.

today there are more than 
3,000 counties in the united 
States.  the sheriff remains the 
only law enforcement officer in 
the land elected by the people and 
not appointed by a governmental 
body.  for this special distinction, 
the sheriff is often referred to as 
the “people’s lawman.”  it is the 
sheriff who answers directly to 
the people who elect him/her into 
office, rather than the govern-
ment.  this distinction is just as 
important today as it was in 1634.  

this is a responsibility and an 
honor that i do not take lightly.  
i am proud to be your elected 
sheriff and can assure you that i, 
and the members of the delaware 
county Sheriff’s Office, will al-
ways strive to perform duties 
with integrity and honor while 
maintaining our service to you as 
our number one priority.  

i wish you a happy and safe 
2018.  Never hesitate to call on 
me if you need assistance. i am 
always here for you!

Standing in Service,
Sheriff craig S. duMond 
delaware county Sheriff’s 

Office

ChurCh direCtory
AFTON

First Baptist Church
30 caswell St., afton

chris prezorski, pastor
Josh clink, pastor

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
Life groups: 11:05 a.m.

607-639-1030 

Mercy Fellowship
967 rt. 41 North, afton

friday prayer: 7 p.m.
Sunday worship: 10 a.m. 

St. Agnes Catholic Church
14 Spring St., afton

darr Schoenhofen, pastor
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

967-4481 

St. Ann’s Episcopal Church
128 S. Main St., afton
fr. david Hanselman

Sunday worship: 9:15 a.m. 
639-2330

alcoholic’s anonymous:
Open meetings: Sundays, 7 

p.m.
closed meetings: thursdays, 

7 p.m. 

BAINBRIDGE
First Baptist Church

12 S. Main St., bainbridge
wendy depew partelow, 

pastor
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
church office: 967-8034

pastor: 315-750-0997
www.bainbridgefbc.com 

First Presbyterian Church
3 church St., bainbridge
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.

967-8021 

St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church

32 S. Main St., bainbridge
darr Schoenhofen, pastor
Saturday Mass: 5:15 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 11 a.m.
967-4481 

St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church

1 church St., bainbridge
rebecca (becky) drebert, 

pastor

Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
967-3441 

GILBERTSVILLE
Gilbertsville Baptist 

Church
corner of commercial and 
elm streets, gilbertsville

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
783-2993 

HARPURSVILLE
Harpursville United Meth-

odist Church
3500 State rt. 79, 

Harpursville
Sue crawson-brizzolara, 

pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

240-9139 

MASONVILLE
Masonville Federated 

Church
corner of State rt. 8 and 
State rt. 206, Masonville

thomas Vance, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

265-3774 

MT. UPTON
Mt. Upton United Method-

ist Church
1741 State rt. 8, Mt. upton
brandilynne craver, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

764-8536 

NORWICH
Springvale Open Door 

Church
361 co. rd. 34, Norwich

ken kolb, pastor
Sunday worship: 11:30 a.m.

693-1469 

OTEGO
First Christian Church of 

Otego
704 co. rt. 6, Otego

bob thompson, pastor
Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m. 

and 6:30 p.m.
988-7144 

Unatego Community 
Church

290 Main St., Otego
brian cutting, pastor

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.
369-7425

unatego-church@live.com 

United Methodist Church
8 church St., Otego

Sunday worship: 11 a.m.
988-2866

 
SIDNEY

Assembly of God
plankenhorn rd., Sidney

robert perkins, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.

563-8247
sidneyag@stny.rr.com 

First Baptist Church
28 river St., Sidney

kenneth Southworth, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.

church office: 563-8456
parsonage: 563-1166

firstbaptistchrc@stny.rr.com
www.sidneyfbc.com 

First Congregational 
Church

1 bridge St., Sidney
patricia robinson, pastor

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.
563-1329 

Sacred Heart Church
15 Liberty St., Sidney

bernard Osei ampong, pastor
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8:30 & 10:30 
a.m.

563-1591 

St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church

139 w. Main St., Sidney
ernie Varga, pastor

Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
church office: 563-1806
pastor home: 265-3829

pastor cell: 413-212-8202 

United Methodist Church
12 Liberty St., Sidney

thomas pullyblank, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m.

563-1921 

United Presbyterian 
Church of East Guilford

corner of State rt. 8 and co. 

rd. 35
patty wolff, pastor

Sunday worship: 9 a.m.
563-1083

www.eastguilfordpc.org
 

UNADILLA
First Presbyterian Church

156 Main St., unadilla
paul e. c. Hamilton, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

369-4630 

First United Methodist 
Church

170 Main St., unadilla
brandilynne craver, pastor

Sunday worship: 9 a.m.
761-6519

www.unaumc.org 

Friends Church
747 rogers Hollow rd., 

unadilla
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

563-2053 

Sand Hill United Methodist 
Church

127 Sand Hill rd., unadilla
Sunday worship: 9 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church

240 Main St., unadilla
charles bailey, deacon
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.

369-3081 

Unadilla Center United 
Methodist Church

1203 butternut rd., unadilla
Sunday worship: 9 a.m.

369-4360
 
WELLS BRIDGE

Wells Bridge Baptist
7 church St., wells bridge

david Steensma, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

988-7090
 

the tri-town News church 
directory will be printed in the 
first edition of every month.

if you want your church or 
other religious organization list-
ed in the tri-town News church 
directory, send the information to 
ttnews@tritownnews.com.

 

poliCe report
Editor’s note: The following 

report is a matter of public re-
cord and includes press releases 
from area law enforcement 
agencies. An arrest is not a pre-
sumption of guilt, as all persons 
are considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. 
Persons wishing to have the dis-
position of their cases published 
should contact the Tri-Town 
News at 561-3526 during regu-
lar business hours.

SIDNEY POLICE DEPT.
SidNey - Jan. 28: Shane 

M. Santiago, 23, of Sidney, 

for dwai drugs and unlawful 
possession of marihuana.  

SidNey - Jan. 28: Jason 
Lester, 36, of Sidney, for a 
bench warrant. 

SidNey - Jan. 28: Jeffrey 
worden, 25, of Sidney, for ha-
rassment in the 2nd degree, 
endangering the welfare of 
a child, criminal mischief in 
the 4th degree with intent to 
damage property and crimi-
nal mischief in the 4th degree 
preventing an emergency call.
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the community’s belief in its 
programs.

“$93,761 … is a testimo-
nial on the programs you guys 
have and the impact you’re 
making on the community,” 
porter said. “we supported 
over 40* organizations in 
2017 and we’re proud to look 
at what we’ve done.”

present Saturday were rep-
resentatives from american 
cross of the Mohawk Valley, 
catholic charities of dela-
ware, Otsego and Schoharie 
counties, catskill area Hos-
pice and palliative care, cull-
man child development cen-
ter, delaware Valley Humane 
Society, family planning of 
South central New york, girl 
Scouts of NypeNN path-
ways, Leatherstocking coun-
cil of boy Scouts, Literacy 
Volunteers of Otsego and del-
aware counties, Masonville 
emergency Squad, Sidney 
emergency Squad, Sidney 
Historical association, Sid-
ney recreation commission, 
tri-town theatre and tri-
town youth club.

Manager of the delaware 
Valley Humane Society, 

erin insinga, credited Sidney 
united way with facilitat-
ing, in part, installation of the 
shelter’s new, “much-needed” 
septic system, completed de-
cember 2017. 

this year’s round of fund-
ing, insinga said, will go 
toward ongoing medication 
costs, vaccinations and vet-
erinarian services for shelter 
residents. 

the Sidney shelter is in its 
54th year of servicing cats 
and dogs in the community 
and, in 2017, adopted out 68 
dogs or puppies and 136 cats 
or kittens.

Lynn glueckert, execu-
tive director with catholic 
charities, said Sidney united 
way helped that organization 
secure a downtown Sidney 
home in the civic center. as 
a result, she said, the Sidney 
office was able to help more 
than 250 people satisfy “ba-
sic needs” in the tri-town area 
last year.

a spokeswoman* with Lit-
eracy Volunteers of Otsego 
and delaware counties said 
Sidney united way funding 
enabled purchase of program 

materials such as textbooks, 
handouts and workbooks. 
additionally, she said, that 
funding ensured training 
workshops for prospective tu-
tors with the program, which 
focuses on basic literacy for 
students 16 and older and 
english Second Language 
learners. 

with funding awarded Sat-
urday, she said, “we’d like to 
expand our Sidney program.”

director of operations for 
Sidney emergency Services, 
dana weygand, said Sidney 
united way’s help has prov-
en influential in keeping the 
squad, reconfigured to a fully 
staffed, 24/7 model in 2015, 
solvent.

“if it wasn’t for the united 
way, we wouldn’t be where 
we are now,” he said. “the 
united way has bent over 
backwards … and we can’t ex-
press how much we appreciate 
the united way’s support.”

weygand said Sidney eMS 
plans to use this year’s fund-
ing to purchase safety equip-
ment, particularly reflec-
tive roadside gear, for squad 
employees. 

in 2017, he said, the squad 
handled 1,623 calls and is “on 
cue” to do more than 2,000 in 
2018. weygand noted, “Our 
call volume has tripled since 
we started and the united 
way was instrumental in get-
ting us established.”

tri-town theatre director 
teresa Sears thanked Sidney 
united way for its “years 
of faithful support” and 
called the organization’s help 
“invaluable.”

Last year, Sears said, the 
company was able to rent a 
scrim for productions of its 
spring musical “Snow white,” 
thanks to Sidney united way 
contributions. additionally, 
she said, funding facilitated 
purchase of radio head-
sets, increased advertising 
and special effects for “the 
fantasticks.”

to donate or learn more 
about Sidney united way 
and its areas focus, visit 
sidneyunitedway.org. the 
group’s next board meet-
ing will take place tuesday, 
feb. 20 at 4 p.m. at St Luke’s 
church, 139 west Main St.

United Way continued

richards, who first saw the 
documentary during Sid-
ney central School’s Nov. 15 
screening, added, “i thought 
it was an important message 
that we needed to send to our 
students.”

Sadd faculty advisor at 
unatego, Sherry Maruszews-
ki, said, after seeing the film 
with richards in November, 
she was equally motivated.

“i didn’t think our kids 
had had this kind of message 
before,” she said, “and i felt 
it was important to bring it 
back.” Maruszewski said, “i 
don’t think we are immune. 
(the epidemic) has definitely 
affected us.” Maruszewski 
added that, together with 
the seven-person Sadd 
group, she spent “a couple of 
months” organizing Monday’s 
assembly.

richards said imparting to 
students how easily prescrip-
tion can turn to addiction was 
a vital aspect of keeping Mon-
day’s message proactive.

“i thought it was important 
for our kids to (know) that 
many, many people having 
problems with opioids never 
intended to get addicted,” he 

said. “they were prescribed 
(opiates) and became addict-
ed in that manner. i wanted 
(students) to get that mes-
sage before they receive a 
prescription.”

two-year Sadd member 
and club president, senior Me-
gan Short, said, like richards 
and Maruszewski, she hasn’t 
seen evidence of an opioid and 
heroin problem at unatego. 
Short, however, said she feels 
there are unatego students for 
whom Monday’s presentation 
could prove beneficial.

Short, who sat on the dis-
cussion panel following the 
50-minute film, said, “i was 
looking up at the crowd and i 
could see some faces that def-
initely needed to hear this.” 
She added, “down the road 
… it might be good that they 
heard this.”

Monday’s panel of experts 
included a representative from 
the u.S. district attorney’s 
Office, local law enforcement, 
school counselors, treatment 
experts, parents, Sadd mem-
bers and unatego junior Zach-
ary Hoefer, whose testimonial 
proved especially poignant for 
students and adults alike.  

Hoefer, a 17-year-old se-
nior, found his mother lethally 
overdosed in a bathroom 
when he was just 11. His fa-
ther, also an addict, entered 
recovery in November 2016. 
Hoefer shared his story Mon-
day, he said, as a way to sway 
students away from drugs.

as peers approached 
Hoefer to express how proud 
they were of him and praise 
his strength and courage, he 
said, “i never really had a con-
nection with my parents. they 
were mostly not there.”

Hoefer, who was raised 
by his grandparents, said, “i 
volunteered (to share this) be-
cause i felt like it’d be an im-
pactful thing and maybe make 
somebody not do it.”

Short emphasized that, for 
her, Hoefer’s story cemented 
the event’s value.

“i definitely think it was 
effective,” she said. calling 
Hoefer’s account “very emo-
tional,” Short added, “when 
you hear from people (their) 
personal stories, it makes it 
really effective.”

richards, too, said, 
“(Hoefer’s story) was very 
poignant and to the point and 

i think the kids really heard 
that message well.”

beyond acting as a preven-
tative measure, richards said, 
he hopes Monday’s event will 
boost Sadd membership at 
unatego.

“we thought this would be 
a good way to get (students) 
aware of the problem and 
what’s being done to prevent 
it,” he said, “and maybe en-
courage some enthusiasm and 
an increase in membership.”

Maruszewski said the club 
has events planned for stu-
dents and parents this spring. 
club members, she said, will 
attend a March conference 
facilitated by the Oneonta-
based Leaf council on al-
coholism & addictions. and 
Leaf representatives will 
visit unatego March 15 for an 
interactive demonstration on 
drug and drug paraphernalia 
detection for parents, entitled 
“Shawna Has a Secret.” ad-
ditionally, unatego club mem-
bers will participate in the 
20th annual Sadd “Strides 
for Safety” run/walk in 
Oneonta this april.

Dragon continued

located its offices in October 
2017, it “made sense” to offer 
tanner a workspace therein. 
tanner’s office will be open 
wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Mark Lee, board member 
and past commander with 
american Legion post 183, 
of which Selleck is a member, 
commented, “frank really 
pushed for this.” Lee noted 
that other members of the lo-
cal post also lobbied state of-
ficials for the office to reopen 
following the state’s budget-
driven decision last May. 

Lee said reestablishing 
a support system for veter-
ans in Sidney will mean ac-

cess to services otherwise 
unavailable.

“it’s the closeness,” he said, 
“because a lot of seniors can’t 
or won’t travel, so this is a con-
venience for a number of vet-
erans in our area.” Lee added 
that the office will serve vet-
erans of delaware, chenango 
and Otsego counties. 

Sidney town Supervisor 
gene pigford reiterated the 
office’s expected impact, say-
ing, “this will make it a who 
lot easier for (veterans) in our 
town to find services.”

Selleck, who noted the 
veteran population in Sidney 
and surrounding towns is sig-
nificant, said tanner will offer 

counseling and “point veter-
ans in the right direction as 
to where to go for health and 
burial benefits.” 

according to NyS division 
of Veterans’ affairs literature, 
veterans’ offices work to “in-
form members of the armed 
forces, veterans and … their 
families (about) … education, 
retraining, medical and other 
rehabilitative services and 
facilities; provisions of fed-
eral, state and local laws and 
regulations; employment and 
re-employment services; and 
other matters which may ap-
ply to them.”

calling tanner “one of the 
best veteran counselors,” Sen. 

Jim Seward, r - Milford, said 
reopening the Sidney office 
better ensures “all our veter-
ans are receiving … counsel-
ing and all the benefits they’re 
eligible for.” 

Sidney Mayor andy Mat-
viak said, “this is something 
our community needs and 
we’re glad the town was able 
to provide a location for the 
veterans’ office.” 

for more information, 
call 1-888-VetS-NyS, visit 
veterans.ny.gov or stop into 
the Sidney office beginning 
wednesday, feb. 7.

Veterans continued

NOrwicH - continuing 
with its mission, dedicated to 
increasing awareness of pro-
grams that provide opportuni-
ties for interested residents to 
network and strengthen com-
munity ties, the local volun-
teer organization, chenango 
Links, is pleased to sponsor 
the next upcoming Monday 
experiment at the Moon event 
in Norwich. excerpts from 
the film, in depth with cornel 
west and robert george will 

be viewed and discussed.
with an eye on our recent 

very negative elections, which 
exposed sharp divisions in 
america, it is clear that find-
ing a vision, allowing room 
for disagreement but not for 
disrespect, might help amer-
ica heal while moving along 
on the critical issues it faces. 
chenango Links believes that 
an inability to have produc-
tive conversation on some is-
sues is often responsible for 

misunderstandings that per-
petuate divisions among us. 
Solving social problems is not 
simple, but respectful listen-
ing to each other offers a path 
for understanding differing 
viewpoints.

 in the film, Harvard pro-
fessor robert george and 
princeton professor cornel 
west offer us a view of con-
versation in which rancor is 
not allowed to displace an ap-
preciative understanding of 

reasons for disagreement.
all are invited to this event 

at the bohemian Moon restau-
rant, 103 east Main St., Nor-
wich, on Monday, feb. 5. the 
program starts promptly at 6 
p.m.; there is no admission 
charge. as an option, persons 
who wish may arrive at 5 p.m. 
to share a buffet dinner for a 
charge; a cash bar will also be 
available. 

for more information call 
(607) 334-9480.

Monday At The Moon

Enter to win

a 4-Pack 
of Tickets

THE HARLEM
GLOBETROTTERS

2018
World Tour

We Are Giving Away
4 Tickets to the Show

Thurs. Feb. 8
at 7pm

at Floyd L. Maines 
Veterans Memorial 

Arena in
Binghamton, NY

Mail To: Tri-Town News, PO Box 208, Sidney, NY 13838
Or Drop Off At: Tri-Town News Offi ce, 85 Main St., Suite 1, Sidney

Winner will be notifi ed by phone on Feb. 5th.

Name ______________________________
Address_____________________________
Phone No. __________________________

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS
PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE TICKETS ARE FOR

THURS., FEB. 8 AT 7 PM
ENTER ONLY IF YOU CAN USE THEM ON THIS DATE. 

THANK YOU!
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Welcome
 Christina Jones, MD
 Primary Care/Women’s Health

UHS Primary Care Oxford  
welcomes Dr. Christina Jones. 
UHS Chenango Memorial Hospital is pleased 
to announce that Christina Jones, MD, has 
joined the UHS Primary Care practice in 
Oxford. Dr. Jones is the newest member of   
this practice, situated in the heart of  Oxford. 
She specializes in primary care and women’s 
health, while seeing patients of  all ages, 
including children and teens. 

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with Dr. Jones, please call 843-9816. 
The practice offers same day and next day 
appointments and is accepting new patients.

21 N. Canal Street, Oxford  •  843-9816
Hours: Monday–Friday  8:00am–5:00pm

  

Christina Jones, MD

baiNbridge - the bain-
bridge Lions club has joined 
Lions clubs across New york 
and the country to offer See, 
Screening eyes early as a 
free vision screening commu-
nity service to help identify 
children with or at risk for 
amblyopia. 

the mission of See is to 
decrease childhood blindness 
through early detection and 
treatment of the most com-

mon vision disorders. See is 
a partner of “Lions kidSight 
uSa,” whose aim is to de-
crease childhood blindness 
through early detection and 
treatment. 

the screening takes less 
than one minute per student. 
the screening is done with 
a specialized camera to test 
children through age 6 to de-
termine if eyes are straight 
and how well they work to-

gether. No equipment touches 
the child; the screening device 
is held approximately 36 inch-
es from the child. this test is 
important because children 
whose eyes do not work well 
together are at risk for vision 
problems, including lazy eye. 
testing in schools is done by 
trained Lions club members, 
normally in coordination with 
school medical personnel. 

results of the vision 

screening are used to as-
sess whether a child needs to 
see an eye doctor. this is a 
screening procedure and does 
not substitute for a complete 
eye exam. children who need 
a full eye exam are referred to 
an eye doctor of the parent’s 
choice.

the bainbridge Lions are 
looking forward to setting 
up screening dates with area 
schools.

Bainbridge Club Brings Lions Screening Eyes Early 
Program to Tri-Town Area

Pictured l-r, are Laci Daniels (RN), Sidney Elementary School nurse; King Lion Pete Taggart, President Bainbridge Lions Club; 
Pat McCann (RN), Norwich school nurse and member Bainbridge Lions Club; Tracy Simmons (RN), Unatego school nurse; 
Tim Tuttle, Greene Lions Club; Roger Connelly, Greene Lions Club; and Lori Taggart (RN), Franklin Central School nurse. 
Lion Roger Connelly of Greene is shown holding the automated vision screener. He and Tuttle provided a presentation to the 
Bainbridge Lions Club and area school nurses on how the screener works. The Greene Club has previously provided the SEE 
screening to Greene Elementary School.

SidNey – friends and 
family of area native rochelle 
knapp will host a spaghetti 
dinner Saturday, feb. 10 from 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Sidney 
elk’s Lodge on river Street. 

Organizers are hoping to 
raise money to offset the cost 
of knapp’s cancer treatments.  
knapp was diagnosed with 
stage 3 breast cancer in Octo-
ber 2017. the benefi t will also 
include a silent auction. 

according to friend of 25-
plus years and benefi t coor-
dinator Jessica utter, knapp 
has been a lifelong resident of 
the Sidney area and longtime 
employee of Sidney federal 
credit union. 

utter said, “She is a loving 
wife and mother with a bubbly 
personality (and) an outgoing 
person that takes time out of 
her day to make sure each 
and every person she comes 
in contact with is met with a 
friendly smile, and a ‘Hello!’”

utter explained that knapp 
began chemotherapy treat-
ment last November. She is 
now undergoing toxol treat-
ments at Lourdes Hospital in 
binghamton, which started in 
January.  

utter said, “Her treatments 
will continue through March 
2018, at which point doctors 
will determine … the next 
step.” describing knapp as 
an “extremely strong woman,” 
utter said, “we, as friends 
and family, can only hope this 
little favor help(s) offset the 
upcoming costs cancer brings 
along with it.” 

utter said Saturday’s ben-
efi t began taking shape after 
Zachary knapp, the eldest son 
of rochelle knapp and hus-

band dwain, determined to 
“do something special” for his 
parents.  

“knowing a battle like this 
is not easily fought alone, he 
wanted to help,” utter said. 
“being a college student, this 
was going to be diffi cult, (so) 
Zach and dwain reached out 
to me.”

utter, who has experience 
coordinating unatego’s pee-
wee Sports program and cor-
relative functions, said, “they 
placed their trust in me and 
Saturday, feb. 10 will be the 
result.” She added that she 
is hopeful for a “beautifully 
huge benefi t for rochelle.” 

Saturday’s silent auction 
will feature “many generous 
donations from the commu-
nity, close friends and fam-
ily,” utter said. there will 
be date night baskets, baby-
themed baskets and coffee 
lover’s baskets, along with gift 
certifi cates from local sports-
man shops and more. utter 
said, “there is something for 
everyone!”

the benefi t will also in-
clude live entertainment, pro-
vided by knapp family friend 
and local talent manager Jake 
cotten. 

utter said, “Zachary re-
ferred him to me … and Jake 
arranged free entertainment 
for the day. He’s been very 
generous.” cotten also spear-
headed event advertising and 
publicity, she said. 

cotten said his ties to 
knapp, paired with her in-
volvement in the community, 
motivated him to help out.

“i grew up in the same town 
rochelle lives in,” he said. 
“She is also a loan offi cer for 

Sidney federal credit union 
and a great person.” 

cotten will perform with 
the rylee Lum band, includ-
ing frontman and country 
darling rylee Lum, at 1 p.m. 
Saturday. that performance, 
he said, will be followed by 
the Lum brothers and ris-
ing Star productions’ team 
girl power, showcasing Sara 
Steigerwald, krystal poole, 
alexis Matthews and teeghan 
Lent. 

cotten commented, “(i’m) 
glad to be a part of this 

benefi t.”
utter said, “it should be a 

great event for the commu-
nity to gather and help out 
another.”

presale benefi t tickets are 
available and only 300 din-
ners will be sold, though a 
dinner needn’t be purchased 
to attend. 

for more information, or to 
donate, contact Jessica utter 
at 245-9995; Zachary knapp 
at 267-2343; kathy utter at 
263-5848; or Juli Howland at 
435-7521.

Friends, Family Help Local Woman Battle Cancer 
with Feb. 10 Benefi t

Rochelle Knapp, pictured, was diagnosed with stage 3 breast 
cancer diagnosis in October 2017. Following the diagnosis, 
friends and family collaborated to organize the upcoming Feb. 
10 benefi t.
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Custom & Estate Jewelry 
Jewelry Design & Repair 

Appraisals • Antiques & Gifts

50% OFF 
selected items 

Jan-Feb

Wed.-Sat. 
10am-4pm

The Silversmith
& Goldsmith

ROUTE 7, OTEGO | 607-988-7973 | www.TheSilversmith.org

SidNey - as a result of 
the Holiday wreath auc-
tion, checks were delivered 
to three area youth organiza-
tions by the members of beta 
Sigma phi women’s Sorority 
(preceptor beta kappa chap-

ter). this money will provide 
additional support for the 
New york State back pack 
program, the tri-town youth 
club in Sidney and youth for 
christ programs in the un-
adilla area.

Members extend thanks to 
the businesses and individu-
als that donated wreaths and 
the employees who created 
them. the wreaths were beau-
tiful and unique. thank you to 
Jericho garden club, Hill & 

Valley garden club, Nana’s 
keepsakes, robert eye care, 
Joan axtell, Nbt bank, b & 
w wine and Liquors, track-
side dining, c.H. Landers fu-
neral Home, george McLain 
tax Office, darlene’s flower 

world, Houndstooth bakery 
and boutique, Sidney Memo-
rial Library, crafting with 
becky, claudia polistina Hair 
& Nails, Sidney federal cred-
it union, Howard Hanna real 
estate Services, gates cole 

insurance, Sidney flowers 
and gifts and Not too Shabby 
gifts.

the Holiday wreath auc-
tion has been organized and 
sponsored by beta Sigma phi 
since 2001.

Silent Wreath Auction Generates Funds for Local Groups

David Leidy, president of the congregation of St. Luke’s 
Church, stands with wreath auction committee member Betty 
Bartschi, of Beta Sigma Phi (Preceptor Beta Kappa Chapter).

Margaret Porter, Beta Sigma Phi member and volunteer at 
Tri-Town Youth Club, stands with Vincent Spruill, Tri-Town 
Youth Club director.

Mike Knowlton, Youth for Christ Counselor (l) and Sharon 
Bell, Beta Sigma Phi Sorority President.

aLbaNy – NyS Sen. 
Jim Seward, r- Milford, met 
tuesday with representatives 
from the american red cross 
to discuss that organization’s 
emergency preparedness pro-
grams and disaster response 
initiatives.

“red cross helps those 
in need during their darkest 
hour, along with providing 
many vital community ser-
vices,” Sen. Seward said in a 
press statement. “when fami-
lies and entire communities 
have nowhere else to turn, lo-
cal red cross volunteers are 
there to help.”

christopher Sadlocha of 
gilbertsville, who works with 

the Mohawk Valley red cross 
chapter, detailed the large 
number of fire responses in 
recent weeks and informed 
Sen. Seward of other initia-
tives taking place in the 51st 
Senate district. Sadlocha also 
discussed the local chapter’s 
involvement in the pillowcase 
project, designed to teach 
emergency preparedness 
skills to children in grades 3 
through 5.

“even in these tough eco-
nomic times, we need to 
continue state support of the 
emergency preparedness and 
disaster response services 
provided by our local red 
cross chapters and their blood 

program,” Seward said.
Last year’s state budget 

provided the red cross with 
$3.3 million in funding, ac-
counting for 6.4 percent of 
the total red cross budget in 
New york State.

during the 2016-17 fis-
cal year, the american red 
cross responded to the needs 
of 7,483 NyS households fol-
lowing local disasters, includ-
ing home fires. the red cross 
trained more than 25,000 
New yorkers in emergency 
disaster preparedness and 
educated 16,221 children in 
disaster preparedness.

Gilbertsville Volunteer Discusses Red Cross Work with Sen. Seward

Sen. Seward discusses American Red Cross programs with Christopher Sadlocha of 
Gilbertsville Tuesday in Albany.
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BowlinG sCores
EAST MAIN LANES

Monday Morning Coffee 
League

Standings:
rosbuds 108-36
yoyo’s 104-40
country girls 82-62
foxes 82-62
four on the floor 74-70
Silver belle’s 60-84
Lucky Sevens 54-90
150+:
S. Harris 150; a. berg 153; 

r. fisher 227-221-234; b. 
wood 167; c. Leizear 168; 
H. Savino 168; w. book-
hout 150; c. Lafever 158-
209-182; g. Lindroth 155-
164; c. Jackowski 156; J. 
roof 200-155; a. truman 
150; S. Straka 176-165.

450+:
r. fisher 682; c. Leizear 459; 

c. Lafever 549; S. Straka 
482; J. roof 496. 

Algonkin Motel Mixed 
Scratch League

Standings:
gilbert plumbing 31-9
Stretch contracting 25-15
Jim’s auto repair 24-16
algonkin Motel 19-21
east Main Lanes 14.5-25.5
prinz excavating 6.5-33.5
High Games:
k. Sowersby 269cg, 237cg, 

203; M. brewer 235, 
225cg, 201cg; a. wheel-
er 220, 222; b. walker 
225cg, 224cg; M. an-
derson 223; r. fisher 
205, 212; k. Macumber 
203, 225, 203; r. Sas-
sano 204, 236; J. pendorf 
223, 245cg; p. Jones 224, 
235; d. page 201; J. page 
200; t.Sloan 214, 223; J. 
Sloan 257cg, 226cg, 212; 
f. prinz 209; r. Mccle-
non 224, 259cg; d. finch 
231; M. Mazzarella 219; 
b. Shelton 232cg, 224; c. 
Luca 217cg, 241, 256cg.

High Series:
c. Luca 714; k. Sowersby 

709; J. Sloan 695; r. Mc-
clenon 679; M. brewer 
661; p. Jones 658; b. Shel-
ton 649; J. pendorf 648; b. 
walker 638; r. Sassano 
633; k. Macumber 631; 
a. wheeler 605; t. Sloan 
601; r. fisher 600. 

City League
Standings:
east Main Lanes 24-16
ermetis 24-16
J&M trophies 22-18
universal forest products 

20-20
b k coffee 18-22
OrangeMen 12-28
HIGH SERIES:
chad c. 634; reese c. 621; 

tim c. 615; greg u. 602; 
ernie c. 600.

200 Games:
reese c. 212-236; tim c. 

210-212; greg u. 210-211; 

Larry S. 203-214; ernie 
c. 202-204; chad c. 244; 
Steve p. 231; barry M. 
226; Scott f. 216; brandon 
f. 211; bob r. 211; Scott 
H. 210; kevin M. 210; bob 
w. 201; Jim g. 200.

CLEAN GAMES:
there were 6 clean games and 

13 splits made. 

Wednesday Mixed League
Standings:
3 Muskateers 80-56
buckaroos 74-62
grandparents 66-70
Lucky devils 52-84
High Single Scratch:
g. Harris 215; p. Stilson 170.
High Single Handicap:
g. ryan 205; r. whitbeck 

207.
High Triple Scratch:
c. Holdredge, sub, 525; g. 

Harris 524.
High Triple Handicap:
r. wheeler 588; r. whitbeck 

590.  

GALAXY BOWL

Wednesday Night Earlybird 
League

Standings:
trash Mashers 97-63
Lottie’s angels 79-81
bruning enterprises 78-82
J & M trophies 66-94
High Single:
L. Mason – 211 c.g.
High Series:
L. Mason – 619.
High Games:
L.  Noble  –  209  c.g.,  189;  S. 

Meres  –  185,  205,  193; 
K. Bruning – 181, 180; L. 
Boice – 190, 203; L. Cole 
– 189; L. Mason – 211 c.g., 
203, 205.

High Series:
S. Meres  –  583;  K.  Bruning 

– 529; L. Noble – 571; L. 
Boice  –  512;  L.  Mason 
– 619. 

Thursday Morning Winter 
League

Standings:
ups & downs 115-45
Head bangers 110-50
4 Lane’s 102-58
the card Sharks 98-62
up & coming 82-78
gutter dusters 76-84
4 deep 75-85
dizzy dames 54-106
Ladybugs 52-108
friends 36-124
150+:
V. whaley 181; c. brundage 

181-164; M. burlison 184-
268-247; e. bentlyewski 
154; t. robinson 155; d. 
whaley 202-202-248; M. 
reynolds 161; d. Northrop 
157-183-174; d. Larry 
168-161-190; J. wally 
173; c. Lane 179; p. Lane 
157-188-174; w. Lane 168-
158; g. Lindroth 158; a. 
wilber 168; k. bruning 

163-203-155; p. Vanloan 
150; V. fagan 151-202; 
b. butler 163-201-158; c. 
brown 151-173; J. baker 
164; d. fritzsch 167-160; 
d. thrower 153; S. ama-
tuccio 192.

450+:
V. whaley 456; c. brundage 

464; d. whaley 652; M. 
burlison 699; d. Larry 
519; d. Northrop 514; p. 
Lane 519; w. Lane 471; 
k. bruning 521; V. fagan 
500; b. butler 522; S. am-
atuccio 453. 

Thursday Night Men’s 
Handicap

Standings:
bainbridge Memorials 77.5
244 racing 72
team 10 68
ball busters 67.5
whales coins + More 60.5
koch’s towing 54.5
Southtown dairy 52.5
galaxy bowl 51.5
Jim’s auto repair 48.5
New concept Machining 47.5
High Single:
J. card 279.
High Triple:
J. card 734. 

Sunday Night All Stars 
League

Standings:
Haynes + Haynes 14-2
glover + glover 12-4
Meres + Meres 11-5
amerman + Smith 10-6
Mott + Mott 8-8
bruning + bruning 6-10
gransbury + gransbury 6-10
patrick + patrick 5-11
tallmadge + tallmadge 4-12
wicks + wicks 4-12
High Individual Single:
dylan whaley 214; Margie 

Mott 216.
High Individual Triple:
dylan whaley 601; Margie 

Mott 565. 

Independent Bowling 
League

Standings:
whales & the grump 22-6
Jenifer & clyde 18-10
Margie & tim 16-12
Sidney typo 13-15
“MoJo” 12-16
Lisa & bobby 3-25
Scratch Game Women:
Margie Mott 202.
Scratch Game Men:
richard Johnson 236.
Scratch Series Women:
Margie Mott 565.
Scratch Series Men:
dylan whaley 660.
Handicap Game Women:
Jenifer fuller 262.
Handicap Game Men:
Jeff Vance 276.
Handicap Series Women:
dylan whaley 693.
Handicap Series Men:
Jeff Vance 680.
Honor Scores:
richard Johnson 236, 216; Jeff 

Vance 236; dylan whaley 
224, 222, 214; tim Har-
mon 203; Margie Mott 
202, 190; gerald cuyle 
202; anne Mott 178.

Honor Series:
dylan whaley 660; richard 

Johnson 620; Margie Mott 
565. 

SidNey - Senior recogni-
tion night for Sidney boys’ 
and girls’ varsity bowling 
took place with the team 
matching up against afton at 
east Main Lanes and Lounge 
in Sidney. Sidney boys gradu-
ating this year include dante 

Scott, ryan arnold, andy 
gray and Nathan gorshack, 
while Sidney’s graduating 
girls are karolina karwoski, 
dakota cotten, Makayla Hurd 
and casey Lynne Mazzarella. 
both Sidney teams came out 
strong for the night and end-

ed up sweeping afton. Sid-
ney’s boys had a total score 
of 2634 against afton’s 1943. 
the Lady warriors came out 
with a win as well, making it 
a special night for these eight 
seniors.

Sidney Bowlers Recognize Seniors

Sidney’s Nathan Gorshack winds up to bowl a strike for the Sidney team.

Sidney’s Ryan Arnold bowls in synch with JP Dewey in the next lane over.

Sidney’s Karolina Karwoski gets set to bowl 
for the Lady Warriors.

Dakota Cotten uses good form to roll the ball 
down the alley and gain more pins towards 
Sidney’s win.

is pleased to welcome patients of 

Goudarzi Dental Sidney
to our patient family.

Please call 

607-967-8200
to schedule an appointment.  

We look forward to helping you 
maintain your healthy smile.

We are located at 10 Whitney Way
in the Bainbridge Business Park.

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 
7:30 am-5 pm

Grangers Give GMU Kids Dictionaries

GILBERTSVILLE-MT. UPTON – GMU third-graders received dictionaries-during the Morning 
Raiders program Friday, Jan. 26 for students pre-K through third grade. 
Twenty-five dictionaries were presented by the Butternut Valley Grange to students in Mrs. 
Bennett’s and Mrs. McMullen’s classes.  The third grade students each presented a short 
sentence on what they have studied and will be learning. 
Grangers helping with the presentation included Laura Hall, Jean Smith, Roberta Halbert, 
Norman Ritchey and Roger Halbert; Grangers not pictured: Don and Cathy Osborne and 
Anna Ritchey.
Photo credit: Anna Ritchey.
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oBituaries

tHe cOuNtry MOteL 
- rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended 
stay rooms at reasonable rates. 
all rooms have microwaves 
and refrigerators. Sorry no 
pets. call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

For rent

WAnteD to BUY

HurLburt cOiN aNd 
paper - buying old u.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. cash 
offers. appraisals. ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

 

Classifi eds
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT

help WAnteD
Walton Head Start Teach-

er Aide
Minimum of child devel-

opment associate or associ-
ate’s degree in early child-
hood or ability to obtain a 
cda within 18 months, and 
one year experience working 
with preschool children. NyS 
driver’s license required. 34 
hours per week. Salary range 
$10.40 - $13.07 per hour. ap-
plications accepted through 
february 6, 2018 at delaware 
Opportunities inc., 35430 
State Highway 10, Hamden, 
Ny 13782. eOe

2-2(2w)b 
always buying books, 

hardcover and softcover. also 
buying bookshelves. Often 
buying antiques. call or text 
anytime. (607) 760-9524.

1-11,2-2(2w)b
 

legAl

legAl

SpeciaL bOard 
MeetiNg

the Village of Sidney 
board of trustees will hold 
a special board meeting on 
Monday, february 5, 2018 at 7 
pM in the board room of the 
Sidney civic center, 21 Liber-
ty St. Sidney, Ny 13838. the 
purpose of this meeting is to 
propose a baN resolution.

2-2(1w)b
 

evergreen Hill cemetery 
annual Meeting

the annual Meeting of lot 
owners and trustees of the ev-
ergreen Hill cemetery asso-
ciation, inc. of unadilla, Ny 
will be held on wednesday, 
february 21, 2018 at 6:30 pM 
at the unadilla town Hall, lo-
cated at 1648 State Highway 
7, unadilla, Ny.  the purpose 
of the meeting is for election 
of officers and trustees and 
transaction of all business as it 
is related to the cemetery.

2-9(2w)b 

SecONdary priNci-
paL (6-12) at afton central 
School. Minimum qualifica-
tion is certification by the 
NyS education department 
- SaS or Sda or SdL or SbL. 
please see school website em-
ployment section for full job 
details at www.aftoncsd.org. 
please send letter of interest, 
resume, school application, 
letters of recommendation, 
placement files and valid cer-
tificate to: timothy J. McNa-
mara, Superintendent, pO box 
5, afton Ny 13730. call 607-
639-8229 with any questions. 
deadline for application and 
all materials is wednesday, 
february 14, 2018.

2-9(2w)b

Floyd E. Humphrey
aftON - floyd e. Humphrey, 

born Jan. 16, 1927 at the Hospital 
in Sidney, son of the late ernest 
a. and evvia a. (ballard) Hum-
phrey, passed away Monday, Jan. 
22, 2018 at his home in afton.

floyd served in the uS army 
and was stationed in germany 
during world war ii from 1945-
1948. On June 1, 1952, floyd 
married barbara Mcpherson of 
bennettsville at the Methodist 
church in bainbridge.  

floyd started his career as a 
clerk with the a&p in Sidney, 
later becoming assistant man-
ager and working 31 years with 
the company. when a&p closed 
its doors, he became manager of 
brooks drug Store in bingham-
ton and endwell for six and a half 
years before retiring in 1988.  

floyd and barbara lived in 
bainbridge for 30 years before 
moving to afton in 1987, where 
they resided until his death. Some 
of floyd’s special interests in-
cluded gardening, traveling and 
reading.

floyd is survived by his wife 
of 65 years, barbara of afton; 
son and three daughters, Mike 
and Serena Humphrey of penn 
yan, connie and dann Moore of 
estero, fla., Laurie and Jeanne 
of Miami, fla. and patricia and 
richard Howe of bainbridge; 
brother and sister-in-law, Norman 
and elaine Humphrey of el paso, 
texas; five grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; and several 
nieces and nephews.

floyd was predeceased by a 
son, david, and two sisters, doro-
thy and Helen. at his request 
there will be no calling hours or 
memorial service.

in lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be directed 
to Hospice & palliative care of 

Shirley B. Ross
Mt. uptON - Shirley ber-

nadine ross, 81, of Mt. upton, 
passed away peacefully wednes-
day, Jan. 24, 2018 at chenango 
Memorial Hospital in Norwich.  
She was born aug. 19, 1936 in 
Loweville, one of nine children 
of robert and Lu Lu (Satterly) 
Norton.

On Oct. 9, 1954, Shirley mar-
ried raymond d. ross at the 
presbyterian church in rome, 
N.y.; they shared 52 years of mar-
riage before he predeceased her 
in 2006.

in 1975, Shirley began a career 
at the amphenol corporation in 
Sidney. when she retired in de-
cember 2001 she was working in 
shipping, which she loved. She 
also served as a union Steward 
for the iaMaw Local #1529.

in her younger years Shirley 
loved camping, boating and wa-
ter skiing. at one time her fam-
ily had a camp on the Lebanon 
reservoir, where many happy 
memories were made.  Shirley en-
joyed bear watching, reading and 
playing bingo at the casinos. She 
loved her pet cats and, most im-
portantly, spending time with her 
grandchildren.

Shirley is survived by six chil-
dren, Jacqueline and al dewitt of 
Oxford, peggy and dan Quiter 
of Mt. upton, kingsley ross of 
Sidney, Michael and karen ross 
of Mt. upton, Sherry and Jack 
whaley of Norwich and Sandra 

Lena G. Gifford
aftON - Lena g. gifford, 97, 

of afton, passed away tuesday, 
Jan. 23, 2018 at the home of her 
daughter and surrounded by fam-
ily in Nineveh.

She was born May 5, 1920, 
daughter of the late ralph and 
Myrtie (Merritt) Sherman in 
afton.

Lena graduated from bain-

James H. Scott
HONeOye faLLS - James 

H. Scott, 58, joined his heavenly 
father friday, Jan. 26, 2018 while 
staying at the home of his sister 
in unadilla.  

Jim attended the unatego cen-
tral School system, where he par-
ticipated in football, basketball, 
baseball and cross-country. He 
was also active in the fellowship 
of christian athletes.

following high school Jim 
served as a seaman gunner’s mate 
in the uS Navy, serving on the 
uSS conolly dd-79 of Norfolk, 
Va. He then attended Herkimer 
community college, where he 
played soccer, basketball and 
baseball.  Jim received the ath-
lete of the year award during his 
senior year there. 

Jim’s love of golf led him to 
positions at several rochester-
area golf courses. He participated 
and won in many tournaments 
including, most recently, his 
club championship in 2016. Jim 
worked as regional sales manager 
for Hoshizaki america and for-
mer territory manager at Scots-
man industries.

Jim is survived by his beloved 
children, ashley Scott and fiancé 
gill bernard, phoenix, ariz. and 
James d. Scott and alyssa ri-
ley, rochester; sisters, Martha 
(ralph) Vanderlip of unadilla, 
theresa (Howard) finch of Sid-
ney and barbara cattadoris of 
Otego; and many nieces and 
nephews, great nieces and great 
nephews and aunts and cousins, 
including special cousins, donal-
da and keith Vanderlip of roch-
ester. Jim will be dearly missed 
by his family and all his friends 
who meant so much to him.  He 
was predeceased by his parents, 
James and ruth Scott of unadilla 
and nephew, tyler cattadoris of 
Otego.  

funeral services will be held at 
St. Matthew’s episcopal church, 
240 Main St., unadilla Saturday, 
feb. 3 at 11 a.m.  burial will be 
in evergreen Hill cemetery, un-
adilla in the spring.  

in lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to the unadilla 
emergency Squad, 77 clifton St., 
unadilla, N.y., 13849.  

Online condolences may be 
made at www.wmaddenfh.com. 

arrangements by the westcott-
Madden funeral Home, 123 Main 
St., unadilla. 

Mary Ann Pawlikowski
SaNitaria SpriNgS - 

Mary ann pawlikowski, 88, of 
Sanitaria Springs, passed away 
Sunday morning, Jan. 28, 2018 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospi-
tal.  She was predeceased by her 
husband, robert pawlikowski, 
in 1975 and a brother, Nicholas 
ferrigno.  

Mary is survived by three 
daughters, Lise travis of Liver-
pool, N.y., kristina Langer of 
Springboro, Ohio and Mara and 
Jule Sanchez of rochester; three 
grandchildren, robert, Samuel 
and keirick; sister and brother-
in-law, Susan and Larry Miller of 
Olivebridge; brother and sister-in-
law, william and ann ferrigno of 
alfred, Maine; and several niec-
es, nephews and cousins. 

Mary was a member and or-
ganist at St. Joseph’s church in 
Sanitaria Springs and retired 
from the biology department at 
binghamton university. She was 
also a member of the senior citi-
zens in Harpursville and fenton.

a memorial Mass will be of-
fered Saturday, feb. 3 at 11 a.m. 
at St. Joseph’s church, Sanitaria 
Springs.  burial will be in Sani-
taria Springs cemetery in the 
spring.  

the family will receive friends 
at St. Joseph’s church on Sat-
urday from 10 to 11 a.m. before 
Mass. 

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.omaddenfh.com.  

arrangements by the Oster-
houdt-Madden funeral Home.

 

Elizabeth M. Westcott
uNadiLLa - elizabeth 

M. westcott, 76, passed away 
wednesday evening, Jan. 24, 
2018 at a.O. fox Memorial Hos-
pital.  She was born July 10, 1941 
in brooklyn to the late george 
a. and inger c. (Mogensen) kin-
sella.  elizabeth married James S. 
westcott June 9, 1962 at Sacred 
Heart church in Sidney.  She 
was a 1960 graduate of unadilla 
central Schools and operated the 
westcott funeral Home, inc. with 
her late husband, James S. west-
cott, who predeceased her.

elizabeth is survived by 
daughter and son-in-law, caro-
lyn ann and daniel walters, 
unadilla; two sons and daughter-
in-law, James Stephen westcott, 
Otego and thomas christopher 
and Jennifer westcott, endwell; 
grandchildren, christina (brad) 
Sylva, Samantha walters, Mor-
gann westcott, cody westcott, 
elise westcott, carly Jo west-
cott, Meredith westcott and kayli 
westcott; one great grandchild, 
bridget Sylva; her brother, wil-
liam kinsella; and several nieces 
and nephews.  She was also pre-
deceased by her brother, george 
f. kinsella; and sister, Marion 
Streifeneder.

graveside services will be held 
in the spring in the evergreen Hill 
cemetery, unadilla, at the conve-
nience of the family.  

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.wmaddenfh.com.  

arrangements by the westcott-
Madden funeral Home, 123 Main 
St., unadilla. 

Ruth E. Tomeo
SidNey - ruth e. tomeo, 76, 

passed away Jan. 22, 2018 at wil-
son Memorial Hospital in John-
son city.  She was born July 14, 
1941 in Sidney, daughter of the 
late everett and rozella (bailey) 
brown. 

ruth graduated from Sidney 
central School in the class of 
1959. Most recently she had been 
retired for many years and en-
joyed spending time with friends 
and family.  She loved her cats 
and spent much of her time enjoy-
ing the nice weather.

ruth is survived by two sons, 
James tomeo and his wife Mary, 
of Sidney, and ben tomeo and his 
wife alison, of england; seven 
grandchildren, anna, Noah and 
Nathan tomeo of Sidney, Jes-
sica kent tomeo of Lowell, ark. 
and isabella, Luca and gabriele 
of england; two great-grand-
children, Micah tomeo and ri-
ley cline; two brothers, Joseph 

Harold W. Washburn, Jr.
New pOrt ricHey, fLa. 

- Harold william washburn, Jr. 
(butch), 66, passed away at home 
Jan. 10, 2018. He was born in Sid-
ney, June 15, 1951, the son of Har-
old william washburn (Steve) 
and ruth white colwell wash-
burn. He graduated with the Sid-
ney class of 1970. a full obituary 
and graveside service will follow 
in the spring.

 

chenango county, 21 Hayes St., 
Norwich, N.y., 13815. 

Share condolences with the 
family online at www.landersfh.
com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.H. Landers funeral 
chapel, Sidney.

 

warren of Harpursville; grand-
children, Heather cummings, 
danny Quiter, kristen Quiter, ray 
ross, dawn pickens, chris ross, 
alicia ross, craig ross, kelsey 
ross, brianna whaley, cameron 
whaley, kara Schaeffer and kale 
warren; great-grandchildren, 
kolbie and Mason cummings, 
aliya and kenyon pickens, Nich-
olas and ethan bertrand, andrew 
taylor, kane winn, Jackson and 
Hudson  bryant, erik and carter 
ross, connor and addison ross 
and Lennon paige whaley. 

in addition to her husband and 
parents, Shirley was predeceased 
by a grandson, Spencer whaley; a 
great-granddaughter, emily gar-
cia; and her eight siblings.

friends called Saturday, Jan. 
27, 2018 at c.H. Landers funeral 
chapel, Sidney. graveside ser-
vices will take place in the spring 
in Maplewood cemetery, Mt. 
upton.  

Memorial contributions in 
Shirley’s name may be directed 
to danielle House, 160 riverside 
dr. binghamton, N.y., 13905, or 
to the american cancer Society 
at www.cancer.org.

Share condolences with the 
family online at www.landersfh.
com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.H. Landers funeral 
chapel, Sidney. 

bridge central School and later 
married clarence gifford on 
May 5, 1939 at her parents’ home 
in east afton. clarence prede-
ceased her May 15, 2003.

Lena and clarence worked on 
their family dairy farm in afton. 
Lena also worked in the cafeteria 
for the afton central School, re-
tiring in 1983. 

they were active in the afton 
grange and the afton fair. Lena 
was a member of the afton Se-
nior Ladies and the ugly Quilt 
group, which made quilts for the 
homeless. She was also a dedi-
cated member of the first baptist 
church of afton.

Lena enjoyed crafts, especially 
quilting and embroidery. She also 
liked to read and loved to pick 
berries. Her family was very im-
portant to her and they will miss 
her dearly.

Lena is survived by daugh-
ters and son-in-laws, phyllis and 
ralph Lowe, Nineveh, Lucille 
and Malcolm Smith, garner, 
N.c. and Marlene gifford, rens-
selaer; 11 grandchildren, Jeff and 
tammie Lowe, afton, dan and 
Sonja Lowe, Nineveh, cheryl and 
glenn Hamilton, Harpursville, 
Shelly and Jeff Jones, unadilla, 
Mark and Marie Lowe, Nineveh, 
Suzanna and kevin brown, gar-
ner, N.c., Jonathan and Natalie 
Merical, durham, N.c., Jennifer 
and Jeremiah chaffee, geneva, 
Jillian and Lee teitsworth, rush, 
Steven crock, boston, Mass. and 
Megan crock, rensselaer; great 
grandchildren, danielle, Jeffrey, 
kaitlyn, kiersten, Megan, Jeffrey, 
Jacob, Jared, Malayia, Makenna, 
Sarah, Matthew, Nathaniel, Juliet, 
Owen, Molly and Noelle; great-
great grandchildren, cooper, 
chloe, bria and Maci; and several 
nieces, nephews and cousins and 
many dear friends.

Lena was also predeceased by 
two daughters, Marilyn gifford 
and beverly blackington, as well 
as eight brothers and four sisters.

friends called friday, Jan. 26 
at c.H. Landers funeral chapel, 
Sidney, and Saturday, Jan. 27 at 
the first baptist church of afton. 
funeral services followed on Sat-
urday with pastor chris preszor-
ski officiating. burial will be in 

prospect Hill cemetery in Sidney 
in the spring.

Lena’s family would like to 
thank crystal, alicia, Lisa, Sarah 
and rachel of Lourdes Hospice 
for their care and compassion.

in lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Lourdes Hospice, 4102 Old Ves-
tal rd., Vestal, N.y., 13850, or the 
first baptist church of afton, 30 
caswell St., afton, N.y., 13730.

condolences and memories 
may be shared online at www.
landers fh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.H. Landers funeral 
chapel, Sidney.

 

brown of Masonville and everett 
brown of bennettsville; three 
sisters, Lucy Morris of florida, 
pat deforest of Sidney and Mary 
Mcgowen of North carolina; and 
several nieces and nephews.

friends were invited to call 
friday, Jan. 26 at c.H. Landers 
funeral chapel, Sidney. funeral 
services followed at the funeral 
chapel with the rev. tom Vance 
officiating.  burial will take place 
in the spring in Masonville cem-
etery, Masonville.

Share condolences with the 
family online at www.landersfh.
com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.H. Landers funeral 
chapel, Sidney.
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YOUR AD HERE
$45 for 3 months

$126 value

HEMP WORX

www.HEMPWORX607.com
Kristin Granger
607.621.3213

THE MOST POWERFUL & 
POTENT HEMP PRODUCTS 

ON THE MARKET!
100% LEGAL & AVAILABLE IN 

ALL 50 UNITED STATES!
PLUS MOST COUNTRIES, 

INCLUDING CANADA.
Helps with pain, infl ammation, arthritis, 

anxiety, depression, ADHD, chronic 
ailments and so much more! Safe for 
kids and pet-specifi c items available.

PURE
HEMP
CBD OIL

Sewing 
Machines

Eureka 
Vacuum 
Cleaners

Sewing Machines
5 ONEIDA ST., ONEONTA

607-432-8398

EN LKESB A
If we can’t � x it, throw it away!

TF

Sports

SIDNEY - Friday night, before Sidney’s boys’ varsity basketball team faced the Delhi Bulldogs, 
Sidney Central School District honored Coach Mike Brazee with a banner displaying his 
career as varsity basketball coach over the years. 
Junior varsity boys’ basketball coach Donnie Pierce spoke about Coach Brazee’s wins 
recorded on the banner. 
Past and present players are pictured standing with Coach Brazee and his banner after the 
Sidney - Delhi game.

SIDNEY BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL went head-to-head with the Delhi Bulldogs Friday 
night, Jan. 26. The game started off fast and furious with the ball going up and down the court 
quickly. The score stayed close throughout the game with Sidney only a few points behind 
Delhi going into the locker-room at half time. The Bulldogs came out for the second half and 
allowed Sidney a few points, but they were determined to take the win. The final score was 
Delhi 60 - Sidney 52. Sidney’s Liam Matthews is pictured on the floor with Delhi’s Conor Aiken, 
chasing a loose ball.

SIDNEY VARSITY WRESTLING recognized its lone senior, John Houck. Houck wrestled hard 
and won his match against Oxford. There were some tough moments when the match could 
have turned the tide, but Houck was determined to have the win. Sidney won against Oxford 
42-12 overall. Sidney’s John Houck is pictured using some moves to take down his Oxford 
opponent.

SIDNEY GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL faced Afton on their home court. Both teams battled 
in a close game to the end. Sidney started the game down players due to injuries and, by 
the end of night, players fouling out and another injury left Sidney with only four players 
on the court. In a matchup that lasted through triple overtime, Afton finally pulled ahead to 
beat Sidney 59-54. Sidney’s Jordan Lang is pictured grabbing a rebound while Afton’s Abigail 
Beaulieu fights to get the ball back.

Sidney’s Coach Brazee Honored with Banner

Consignment Boutique

TheCrowand parrownd ppd ppS

High End Apparel  •  Hand Bags & Jewelry  
Bridal Wear  •  Vintage & Unique Gifts

Featuring items from: Liz Claiborne,
Dooney & Burke, Ralph Lauren & more.

607-369-4388

OUR PRODUCTS

Wednesday-Saturday 11 am-5 pm
187 Main Street Suite D in Unadilla

JASON WICKS LIVE 
Saturday, Feb. 3rd 10pm to 1:30am

$5 cover at the door, 21+ with valid I.D.

facebook.com/events/158656244904113/

64-66 Main Street • Sidney, NY

• Fresh cut butcher meats, all choice 
  not select
• Full service deli also serving 
  pizza, wings & subs
• Ice cream shop, open all year, 
  currently carrying 12 hard fl avors
• Groceries, produce, beer and more

See Facebook for daily specials and more

3518 NY-79, Harpursville, New York 13787  
(607) 693-2495

Open 6am to 9pm Monday thru Friday
7am to 9pm Saturday & Sunday

Crossroads 
Corner Store ‘n Deli

Cindy’s
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12th Annual Bruce Haak Memorial Sleigh Rally a Snowless Success in Bainbridge

Without snow for sleighs, members of the Cherry Valley Carriage Association and other, 
independent drivers, turned up with wheeled carts for the annual event in Bainbridge. 
Renamed four years ago, the rally honors late Bainbridge man and farrier, Bruce Haak.

Organizer of the 12th Annual Bruce Haak Memorial Sleigh Rally and Bainbridge Chamber of 
Commerce member Phil Canonaco, right, readies a miniature horse for its trip ‘round the track 
at Bainbridge’s General Clinton Park last Saturday.

by allison collins

thanks to a partnership 
with Jet brand, the arc Ot-
sego has established com-
munity diaper program, 
designed to cut the cost of 
diapers for area families with 
infants and toddlers. 

the arc Otsego, in cooper-
ation with many area church-
es and community centers, 
offers sale sites throughout 
Otsego county, including the 
gilbertsville baptist church, 
Otego american Legion and 
unadilla first united Meth-
odist church.

erin Seeley, director of em-
ployment with the arc, said 
the program’s impact is two-
fold: it provides opportunity 
for program participants to 
gain real-word work experi-
ence at the sale sites, while 
facilitating at-cost diapers for 
Otsego county families.

“Our goal is to provide 
families with diapers at the 
most reasonable cost possible, 
so there’s no markup and we 
don’t make any profit,” Seeley 
explained. Noting that arc 
employees conceptualized the 
community diaper program 
after learning of a similar ini-
tiative in washington, d.c., 
she added, “that’s actually 
part of the program; you have 
to be a nonprofit … to apply.”

Sales site staff, Seeley said, 
consists of members of the 
arc’s pre-vocational, job-
training program.

“for us, the benefit of the 
program is that we are able 
to take individuals (with) an 
interest in having a job and 
(help them) gain skills to be-
come employable,” Seeley 
said. “they’re going out into 
the community … learning 

inventory, cash-handling and 
customer service, all while 
being able to take these diaper 
out into the community.”

community diaper pro-
gram, launched in summer 
2016, offers diapers in sizes 
newborn through 6, for cents 
on the dollar. a 36-diaper, 
newborn-size package costs 
$3.75, which equates to 10 
cents per diaper. in 2017, See-
ley said, the program sold an 
average of 72 packages of dia-
pers per month. that average, 
she said, works out to between 
500 and 1,000 individual 
diapers.

an important aspect of the 
program, Seeley said, is its 
lack of income requirements.

“there are no eligibility 
requirements,” she said. “we 
don’t ask for income informa-
tion and you don’t have to be 
participating in wic or any-
thing. anyone can purchase 
the diapers.”

She added that, while there 
are quantity limits placed on 
diaper purchases correlative 
to household size, sales are 
typically based on a month’s 
worth of diapers. Sales, she 
added, are cash only.

recognizing that some of 
the countywide sales sites 
see more activity than others, 
Seeley said, revaluating loca-
tion to make the greatest im-
pact is a constant focus.

“we try to see if there’s 
somewhere else where more 
people could benefit from this 
and, sometimes, people will 
call us and pitch their site,” 
she said. “we’re constantly 
changing as needed, because 
we want to make sure we are 
reaching as many families as 
we can and providing those 
opportunities for our indi-

viduals to receive employable 
skills. if we have a site where 
no one is coming to buy dia-
pers, we’re not reaching any-
one and our individuals aren’t 
gaining any skills.”

Seeley said the increasingly 
popular program has expand-
ed since its inception.

“it’s been really well-re-
ceived from the community,” 
she said, “and families are 
always surprised to find the 
prices and impressed with the 
quality of the diapers.”

She said, “right now, we’re 
out selling diapers three times 
a week.” there are eight arc 
participants enrolled in the 
prevocational program and, 
together with arc staff, they 
rotate handling sales sites.

Seeley added that, as part 
of the program’s mission, she 
hopes to continue growing 
and adding sites.

She said, “Our goal is to 
reach as many areas of the 
county as possible to make it 
easy for families to access the 
program.”

information on the com-
munity diaper program can 
be found via arc affiliates: 
wic, Opportunities for Ot-
sego and the pediatric clinic 
at bassett.

upcoming dates locally 
include feb. 14, 10 a.m. to 
noon at gilbertsville baptist 
church; feb. 19, 10 a.m. to 
noon at first united Meth-
odist in unadilla; feb. 21, 10 
a.m. to noon at the arc in 
Oneonta; and feb. 23, 10 a.m. 
to noon at catholic charities 
in Oneonta. 

find a full schedule of sales 
site dates and times, along 
with diaper pricing, at the 
arc Otsego facebook page.

Community Diaper Program Makes Must-Haves 
Affordable in Otsego CountySidNey – Mere weeks 

after playing – and winning 
– NyS Lottery’s “Merry Mil-
lionaire” scratch-off game, 
Sidney resident donald Savas-
tano, 51, has died. Savastano, 
who scratched his way to $1 
million dec. 9, was presented 
with his outsized NyS Lottery 
check Jan. 3 at the Masonville 
Mirabito station, where he 
purchased the lucky ticket. 

after taxes, Savastano’s win-
nings totaled $661,800.

Savastano, a 12-year resi-
dent of delaware county, 
worked as a self-employed 
contractor and, as a result, 
was living without health 
insurance. though he men-
tioned plans to pay off debts, 
invest and purchase a truck 
with his winnings, the first 
step Savastano took was to 

a doctor. Savastano, who 
friends say had been feeling 
poorly for some time, was di-
agnosed with stage 4 cancer 
of the brain and lungs. 

Savastano died friday, Jan. 
26. funeral services, held 
tuesday, were handled by the 
Lester r. grummons funeral 
Home of Oneonta.

Sidney Millionaire Dies Weeks After Winning

The late Donald Savastano is seen accepting his NYS Lottery check Jan. 3 in Masonville.

Delaware Valley Humane Society
and McDowell & Walker

Your Pet’s
Favorite Store!!

Present:

Pet of the Week
Ace

Ace is a 2 yr old Basset/Beagle 
mix looking for a home! He loves 

children and is ok with some dogs 
but does not do well with cats. Fun 
loving, affectionate and silly, Ace 

would make an excellent family dog.

AFTON
11 Mill St.

Afton, NY 13730
Store: (607)639-2331

DELHI
4 Depot St.

Delhi, NY 13753
Store: (607)746-2314
Shop: (607)746-6601

SIDNEY
5 Mang Dr.

Sidney, NY 13838
Store: (607)563-9797
Shop: (607)563-9823


