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Coach Mike Brazee (right) stands with Sidney Alumni Association spokesperson and fellow 
Class of ’76 graduate, Greg Davie, during the Dec. 22 presentation recognizing Brazee for his 
400th win. Photo credit: Jacqui Green.

By Allison Collins 

SIDNEY – Varsity basket-
ball coach at Sidney Central 
School District and Sidney 
alum Mike Brazee celebrated 
his 400th career win with a 
Dec. 20 Warrior victory over 
Harpursville (65-25). The 
longtime physical education 
teacher, coach and mentor was 
later recognized with a com-
memorative plaque, presented 
during the Dec. 22 alumni 
basketball game hosted by the 
Sidney Alumni Association. 

Brazee, a Sidney resident, 
said he was honored not only 
to make the milestone, but to 
coach where he once played 
and in a style reminiscent of 
his own basketball coach, the 
late Jack Jones. 

“It feels good,” he said, 
“just to be at the same place 
that long and achieve that 
kind of winning. I’m proud of 
that.”  Brazee, who graduated 
with the Class of 1976, added, 
“It means a lot.” 

Brazee, lauded by peers for 
his versatility on and off the 
court, attributed some of his 
success to Jones’ infl uence. 

“He was a man-to-man 
coach,” Brazee said, “and I’ve 
kind of adopted his style of 
coaching and brought it with 
me for the last 28 years.” He 
added, “It’s been a great honor 
to return to Sidney and be able 
to pick up the basketball pro-
gram and continue the tradi-
tion of things I learned when 
I was here.”

Brazee, who has led the 
Warriors to two NYS cham-
pionships (1997/98 and 2000) 
and three Section IV cham-
pionships (1997/98, 2000 and 
2007), said that, while his 
400th victory was a standout 
moment, his fi rst state cham-
pionship remains foremost 
among his career highlights. 

“Defi nitely the best (mem-
ory) is the state champion-
ships, but especially the fi rst 
one, because both of my par-
ents were still alive for that 
and Jack Jones was still alive 
for that,” Brazee said. “I can 
recall being on the fl oor at 
Glens Falls and having some 
of those other people there. 
That’s probably the biggest 
highlight.” 

Just-retired Sidney physi-

Sidney Coach, Alum Earns 400th Basketball Win

See Coach, page 5

By Allison Collins

SIDNEY – Thanks to one 
local, anonymous woman’s 
generosity, the staff of the 
Sidney Police Department, 
which includes fi ve patrolmen 
and Chief Jan Gorshack, will 
get a reprieve from the rigors 
of duty as they head into the 
New Year.

Jennifer Backus, owner 
of Back in Motion Massage 
& Wellness in Sidney, said a 
client recently fell into con-
versation with her and, when 
discussion turned to the good 
job done by the understaffed 
village police force, the client 
was moved to purchase and 
donate massage gift certifi -
cates for each offi cer.

Backus said she knew of 
the offi cers’ long hours with 
a skeleton crew after a Sid-
ney patrolman stopped in to 
welcome her to the downtown 
neighborhood. Back in Mo-
tion opened at 83 Main St. in 
September.

“He said how they’d lost 
offi cers and are now down to 
(fi ve) and just working non-
stop,” Backus said, “and I 
was telling this woman when, 

out of the blue, she said, ‘You 
know what? It’d be really nice 
to give them all massages.’”

Backus, who said she 
thought it was an “awesome” 
idea, went Thursday, Dec. 28 
to present the gift certifi cates 
to the department.

“It’s an anonymous dona-
tion to thank them for every-
thing they do for our village,” 
she said, “especially dur-
ing the holiday season when 
they’re out patrolling and pro-
tecting us.”

Once redeemed, Backus 
said, the gift of massage will 
help ease offi cers’ physical 
and mental tension.

She said, “The biggest thing 
is, the massage is going to be a 
great stress reliever for them. 
And it will help not only their 
physical wellbeing, but men-
tal, too.” Backus added, “This 
will just be their time to come 
in and have a little time for 
themselves.”

Longtime Sidney patrol-
man David Tranvaag was on-
hand Thursday morning to 
receive Backus’ presentation 
of the gift certifi cates. Speak-
ing for the department, which 
he said has been seriously un-

Sidney Village Police Get Relaxing Start to 2018

Owner of Back in Motion Massage & Wellness Jennifer 
Backus (right) stands with Sidney Patrolman David Tranvaag 
Thursday, Dec. 28 at the Sidney Village Police Department, 
where Backus presented the department with anonymously 
donated massage gift certifi cates.

See Police, page 5 See Deuel, page 5

SIDNEY – Jack Deuel, 
considered a local legend and 
founding pillar of community 
theatre in the tri-towns, died 
Dec. 31, 2017 at the age of 92. 

Deuel, whose name was 
synonymous with Tri-Town 
Theatre, was integral in 
founding and maintaining the 
area theatre group since its in-
ception in 1963. 

Deuel grew up in Sidney 
and left after being inspired 
by his theatre-loving English 
teacher Miss Elsworth to pur-
sue a life on the stage. Follow-
ing off-Broadway work and 

a stint in Hollywood, Deuel 
returned in 1963 at the same 
time chambers of commerce 
in Sidney, Unadilla and Bain-
bridge were brainstorming 
for a community arts project. 
Once the chambers enlisted 
Deuel as director, Tri-Town 
Theatre was born. 

Though the organization’s 
inaugural opening night for 
the satire “Torch Bearers,” 
scheduled for Nov. 22, 1963, 
almost didn’t happen (this was 
the same day then-President 
John F. Kennedy was assas-
sinated), the play was even-
tually staged that December. 
Deuel opened Tri-Town The-
atre’s landmark musical pro-
duction, “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
the following year, cementing 
the organization’s success and 
kicking off a 50-plus-year tra-
dition of community theatre.  
Deuel staged and directed 
more than 150 productions.

In a Tri-Town Theatre 
post to the company Face-
book page made the day of 
Deuel’s death, a representa-
tive for the group said, “It is 
with profound sadness that 
we say goodbye to our friend 
and founding director, Jack 

Sidney’s Jack Deuel Takes Final Bow
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WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS 
and PLATTERS

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE
FROM THE DELI –

Meat & Cheese Platters, including several kinds of 
Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-5; SAT. 8-4; CLOSED SUNDAYS
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & FOOD STAMPS ACCEPTED

Pine Ridge Groceries
4086 State Hwy. 206, Bainbridge, NY • 607-967-5926
Route 206 West (1¼ mi. from light at Rte. 7)

tritownnews.com

Check 
out our 
website

TT

$7.00
All-You-Can-Eat
Eggs to order, bacon, 
sausage, original & 
blueberry pancakes, toast, 
sausage gravy biscuits, 
hash browns, coffee, tea, 
and juice

Charles L. Jacobi American Legion Post 
183 Invites You Over For Breakfast

Sunday, January 7
from 8am-11am at

22 Union St. in Sidney

This will mean more fl exibility for submissions, 
especially around Monday holidays, and 
timelier reporting.

Beginning the week of Jan. 15, our deadline will 
change from Mondays to Tuesdays at 4 p.m. for 
ALL submitted ads and copy.

Subscribers, effective Jan. 19 you will get your 
newspaper in the mail on Fridays and stores will 
get their copies Thursdays.

The Tri-Town News offi ce at 85 Main St., Sidney 
will now be open Monday through Thursday; 

closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday.

Email ttnews@tritownnews.com 
or call 561-3526 with any questions.

ATTENTION 
TRI-TOWN NEWS READERS:

Our 
deadline and 
publication 
dates are 
changing!

Cemetery Lovers by tina & DaLe Utter
ELIZABETH
By Dale and Tina Utter
Dale and Tina Utter are 

members the of Guilford His-
torical Society and have an 
active interest in cemeteries.

I grew up in the Mt. Upton 
area and thought there was 
very little to do. In 1975, at the 
age of 20, I entered the mili-
tary. For the next 37 years, I 
came back to visit as often as 
I could until I decided to move 
back home. I still wondered 
what there was to do. Then I 
got to know Tina and discov-
ered the world of cemeteries. 
There certainly has not been 
a lack of things to do since. I 
have never been so busy do-
ing fun and interesting things. 
Part of it may be taking note 
of the march of time; as you 
get older, you know your days 
are numbered so you try to 
make the most of them. There 
is just so much to see, do and 
experience. You can’t do it 
all in one lifetime, but we are 
trying!

One day Tina said to me 
that she wanted to go to Eliza-
beth, New Jersey. I just looked 
at her, as she knows how I like 
cities. Then she said some 
friends would be doing a cem-
etery-related presentation and 
tour. I said ok. A few weeks 
later, with an address, map 
and GPS, we were on our way.

As we drove through Eliza-
beth, we saw an old, brown-
stone church with the door 
wide open. Even better, there 
was a very old cemetery be-
side it. Fortunately, our final 
destination was not far away, 
so we parked the car and 
headed back. It was a beauti-
ful church built in 1706. We 
really wanted to see the cem-
etery, but the gate was locked. 
A friendly Latino lady told us 
to go right in and sit down, so 
we did. The people were very 
friendly and welcomed us. 
The woodwork-and-tile floor 

was well-worn from years of 
use.

We parked the car next to a 
large, brick building. Outside 
was a sign that said “Presby-
terian Service at 11:00.” As 
the time drew close, we went 
in and sat down. It did not take 
us long to realize the service 
was going to be in Spanish, 
but we continued to sit there, 
watch and listen. It was very 
interesting. The music was 
lively, with people playing the 
guitar, drums and tambou-
rines. One child came in car-
rying a tiny guitar.

Everyone was dressed up 
for the day and all were sing-
ing along. We were happy to 
see so many young children, 
as it will be their generation 
which keeps the church go-
ing. What impressed me most 
was how short the boys’ and 
men’s hair was and how clean-
shaven the men were. That re-
spectability was a welcome 
sight to someone who spent 
16 years in the military.

We were eager to get into 
the cemetery next to this 
building, but again the gate 
was locked. We could see how 
old the stones were, so we de-
cided to go around and try the 
back. Sure enough, there was 
an opening. We went in and 
started looking. In no time, 
we saw what we were looking 
for - Ogdens. This was a very 
special cemetery to Tina and 
she had wanted to come here 
for a long time, so she will 
pick up this story.

It was special, because my 
ancestors were buried there. 
The Ogdens migrated to the 
New World in 1640 from Eng-
land and moved to Elizabeth-
town, as it was then called, 
in 1665. A prominent family, 
they were among the area’s 
earliest settlers and founding 
fathers, entering such profes-
sions as law, religion and poli-
tics. It was thrilling for us to 
see and touch these old stones. 

The majority of them were 
red sandstone, and many had 
death heads or winged faces. 
As was the custom, the dead 
were interred immediately in 
the rear of the meeting house. 
As time went by, the church 
was added on to, and these 
earliest graves now lie under 
the church. Such is the case of 
“John the Pilgrim,” who is my 
ninth great-grandfather. Some 
of the “early slabs” were set in 
the church walls.

This oldest graveyard in 
New Jersey probably once had 
a very quiet setting, but now 
there is a multi-story park-
ing garage behind it and the 
sounds of sirens, blaring mu-
sic and traffic remind you it is 
in a modern, bustling city. But 
somehow this place seemed 
like an oasis of calm. We were 
warmly greeted by the sexton 
of the cemetery, Tom, who 
shared stories of how much it 
had been overgrown and van-
dalized at one time and how 
it had suffered many calami-
ties, thereby damaging stones. 
Thankfully, they used a con-
servator, who repaired and re-
set those stones.

We visited the Snyder Acad-
emy building adjacent to the 
cemetery and church. This old 
former school was attended 
by Alexander Hamilton, who 
often studied and had lunch 
on the ground in the cemetery. 
Lorna and Phil Wooldridge 
of Wise Owl Workshops had 
come to “weave stories, im-
ages, symbolism and music” 
into their presentation, “Gone 
But Not Forgotten.” They are 
an enthusiastic British couple 
whom we met at an Associa-
tion for Gravestone Studies 
(AGS) workshop we attended 
in 2015. It was great to see 
them and be among cemetery 
enthusiasts!

One story, which  I had 
never heard, concerned the 
minister James Caldwell and 
his wife Hannah Ogden. An 

ardent patriot, his home was 
burned and Hannah killed 
in the Battle of Connecticut 
Farms in 1780. In 1781, James 
himself was killed by a Brit-
ish sentry. The Union City, 
N.J. seal depicts Hannah be-
ing slain. She is actually con-
sidered a martyr to the cause. 
James was very vocal in his 
opposition of the British and 
was armed when he preached. 
Hannah was in their house 
with her nine children and, af-
ter nursing one child, was sit-
ting on the bed when a British 
soldier came to the window 
and shot her. She was mor-
tally wounded instantly. The 
orphaned kids were raised by 
friends.

The Ogdens have a local 
connection. Three Ogden 
brothers came and settled in 
Walton, early in the 1800s. 
One of those brothers, Dan-
iel, had a son named Abra-
ham who settled on West 
Brook and wrote a farmer’s 
diary from 1849-1855. I was 
lucky enough to transcribe it 
before it was donated to the 
library and consequently lost 
in a flood.  William B. Ogden, 
another ancestor, went on to 
fame and fortune from his 
humble beginnings in Dela-
ware County. He became the 
first mayor of Chicago and 
amassed a vast fortune from 
land and business holdings. 
Unfortunately, he lost many 
items in the Great Chicago 
Fire of 1871. His legacy re-
mains, as he donated money 
for Walton to build the Ogden 
Library, a beautiful structure 
made from native bluestone. It 
was completed in 1897 and is 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

We continue to be amazed 
at the history that can be 
uncovered doing one’s 
genealogy.

GILBERTSVILLE — The 
first meeting of 2018 for But-
ternut Valley Grange will be 
held in the Fellowship Hall of 
the Baptist Church Monday, 
Jan. 8 at 7:30 p.m. The social 
committee for this evening 
will include Norm and Anna 
Ritchey, Clint and Laura Hall, 
Sue Winter, and Cathy Galley.

Forty-seven members at-
tended the December meet-
ing, which was preceded by 
a holiday buffet with deco-
rated dining room and lighted 
Christmas tree.  During the 

business meeting, Valerie 
Haynes, Lucinda Newell and 
Laurel Johnsen were given 
the Grange obligation as they 
joined the organization. 

Reports included 13 mem-
bers of the Grange attending 
the Salvation Army Collec-
tion Kettle at Great Ameri-
can in Sidney on two separate 
days, during which $409 was 
collected for that organiza-
tion’s work.  

More than 70 attended the 
breakfast with Santa event 
held earlier in the month, 

with all children receiving a 
gift from Santa. Each family 
was also presented a poinset-
tia plant, compliments of the 
Grange.  

The dictionary presentation 
was made to Unatego Central 
School third-graders since the 
last meeting, with the same 
presentation scheduled for 
third-graders at GMU Jan. 26.

Members were apprised of 
the completion of the new roof 
installation on the Grange 
Hall, at a cost of $18,500.

Barton Snedaker led the 

group in reminiscing about 
various Christmas traditions 
and other celebrations of the 
season.  The Butternut Valley 
Grange Singers entertained 
with several selections of 
secular and religious music 
as Snedaker touched on vari-
ous aspects of Christmas. The 
December meeting fittingly 
closed with a darkened, can-
dlelit Grange Hall as the choir 
closed the program, and the 
year, with a beautiful rendi-
tion of “A Peaceful Silent 
Night.”

Butternut Valley Grange to Host First 2018 Meeting Jan. 8

SIDNEY - Live, profession-
al stand-up comedy will come 
to Sidney Saturday night, Jan. 
6. The show and accompany-
ing spaghetti-and-meatball 
dinner will be hosted by the 
Sidney American Legion 
Hall, Post 183, at 22 Union St., 
Sidney.

Dinner seating will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. with the stand-up 

show starting at 8 p.m. Tour-
ing professional comedian 
and event headliner will be 
Pat DaBiere. DaBiere has per-
formed up and down the East 
Coast in comedy clubs such as 
the Comedy Cabana in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., the Wisecrack-
ers Comedy Clubs in Penn-
sylvania, Dangerfield’s Com-
edy Club in NYC and many 

others. He will be joined by 
Mikael Gregg, who has per-
formed nationwide at The 
Laugh Factory, Stand-Up NY 
and the Comedy Works. The 
evening will be emceed by 
up-and-coming young come-
dian, Korey David, who has 
performed at comedy clubs 
such as the Funny Bone in 
Syracuse and New York City’s 

Broadway Comedy Club.
For reservation informa-

tion, call the American Le-
gion Post 183 at 563-8031 or 
visit mikaelgregg.com and 
click the “ticket” link.

This promises to be a 
chance to break out of the 
winter blues and enjoy an eve-
ning of food, fun and laughter.

American Legion Brings Night of Comedy to Sidney Jan. 6

HARPURSVILLE - A mu-
sic event celebrating publica-
tion of “Now Sings My Soul: 
New songs for the Lord,” a 
collection of 100-plus hymns 
and faith songs with lyrics 
written by Linda Bonney Olin 
of Nineveh will be held Sat-
urday, Jan. 20 at 7 p.m. The 

event will take place at the 
Harpursville United Method-
ist Church, the stone church 
next to the fire station, 3500 
Rte. 79, Harpursville.

There is no admission 
charge and everyone is wel-
come. Songs from the book 
will be performed by guest 

soloists and choir singers. The 
audience will be invited to 
join in singing new words to 
familiar hymn tunes. 

A donation jar and book 
table will benefit church min-
istries. Olin will be on-hand 
to sign books during a des-
sert reception following the 

program.
For more information about 

Linda Bonney Olin, her books 
and music, visit her Faith 
Songs website (LindaBon-
neyOlin.com), her YouTube 
channel or Amazon.com.

New Faith Songs to be Presented at Jan. 20 Event in Harpursville
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SIDNEY
25 YEARS AGO

Jan. 6, 1993 
Then-mayor Elwood “Di-

xie” Davis announced that, 
given the economy enter-
ing ’93, the village of Sidney 
would be “very conservative” 
in terms of forthcoming proj-
ects and improvements for 
that year.

“We have no projects 
planned for the village in 
1993,” he said at the time. 
“Because of the economy, we 
are going to be very conserva-
tive, but that doesn’t mean we 
are going to sit still either. 

Focuses for ’93 included 
continuing efforts to attract 
new industry, with an em-
phasis on collaborating with 
preexisting businesses; pro-
moting the Sidney Municipal 
Airport to make it “a break-
even operation; and bring-
ing expansion of the Sidney 
Memorial Public Library to 
fruition. 

Davis also mentioned ten-
tative plans involving renova-
tion of the annex building at 
the Sidney Civic Center for 
possible use as a public safety 
building. 

He shared plans for an “ex-
tensive tree replacement pro-
gram” for the village, as well 
as continued street and side-
walk repairs. 

With regard to the latter, 
Davis said, “We anticipate 
we will still be getting money 
from the state and will do all 
we can afford to do.” 

 
Sidney Emergency Squad 

announced the start of its 
participation in an Early Defi-
brillation Program, following 
receipt of NYS certification. 
The distinction meant that 
Sidney EMTs would carry 
special cardiac equipment in 
ambulances from that point 
on. 

In early ’93, Sidney EMS 
was in the process of purchas-
ing the specialized equip-
ment.  Defibrillator-trained 
EMTs were known, following 
certification, as EMT-Ds. 

BAINBRIDGE
25 YEARS AGO

Jan. 6, 1993
Bainbridge resident Clif-

ford Crouch was elected as 
head of the Chenango County 
Board of Supervisors, suc-
ceeding Glenn Angell of 
Licklaen, whom he defeated 
in a December Republican 
caucus. 

At the time, Crouch had 
served as supervisor of the 
town of Bainbridge since 
April 1986, when he was ap-
pointed to the post following 
Hugh Kearney’s resignation. 

Before his 1993 election, 

Crouch’s work at the county 
level included four years on 
the personnel committee, 
chairmanship of the planning 
committee, four years on the 
solid waste committee with 
three as chairman and work 
with the human resource 
committee. 

 
SIDNEY

50 YEARS AGO
Jan. 10 1968

Mrs. Anna K. Heimer, a se-
nior high mathematics teacher 
at Sidney Central School since 
1940, died Jan. 9 at the young 
age of 49. Heimer’s death 
came at the end of a long ill-
ness. Described as an “excep-
tional teacher regarded with 
great affection by students,” 
Heimer was also chair of the 
Mathematics Department at 
SCS; a member of the Sidney 
Teachers’ Association, NYS 
Teachers’ Association, Na-
tional Education Association,  
NYS Mathematics Teachers’ 
Association and the National 
Council for Mathematics; and 
a charter member of the Pro-
fessional Women’s Club of 
Sidney.  

BAINBRIDGE
50 YEARS AGO

Jan. 10 1968
The new Borden factory 

was announced as “proceed-
ing about on schedule, with 

hop for production beginning 
in late spring or early summer. 
Once up-and-running, the 
plant expected to hire 50 to 60 
people. The 48,000-square-
foot plant was located on the 
Guilford Road in Bainbridge. 
At 1993’s start, a contractor 
was laying the roof deck and 
hoped to install wall panels in 
early January. 

 
UNADILLA

50 YEARS AGO
Jan. 10, 1968

Albert Sokol, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Sokol of 3 
Page Ave., had his picture 
take with Governor Reagan, 
a photo that later appeared in 
“Life Magazine” and papers 
throughout the U.S. 

Sokol was one among a 
group of Yale University stu-
dents that debated with Gov-
ernor Reagan, of California.  

BAINBRIDGE
75 YEARS AGO

Jan. 7, 1943
The Bainbridge Woman’s 

Club presented its annual mu-
sical in the Bainbridge Town 
Hall, featuring Everett Pryde, 
cello soloist and assisting mu-
sicians, the Rev. and Mrs. Paul 
Hulsander and Mrs. C.A. Wil-
cox. The program comprised 
cello solos, piano duets and 
vocal duets. 

This week’s quote is from 
Winston Churchill: “Noth-
ing can be more abhorrent to 
democracy than to impris-
on a person or keep him in 
prison because he is unpopu-
lar. This is really the test of 
civilization.”

Hope all students and ad-
ministrators and teachers 
had a great winter break for 
Christmas and New Year’s. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10 there 
will be a fifth and sixth grade 
band and chorus concert in 
the high school auditorium at 
6:30 p.m.  The following night 
at 6:30 p.m. there will be a 
junior high band and chorus 
winter concert, also in the 
high school auditorium. Let’s 
give the young performers 
our support and attend if able. 
The concerts are good and 
entertaining. 

Here on the farm we had 
a nice experience Christmas 
Eve morning, when one of the 
cows had a calf and came out 
of the woods with the calf fol-
lowing her to the feeder. All 
the rest of the cows came up 
to the gate to enter the barn 
and the mamma cow came, 
with calf following her, to the 
gate also. Cliff came up and 
he and Harold got the mamma 
and calf safely to the barn: a 
merry Christmas surprise to 
us.  

We all had a good Christ-
mas and we hope everyone 
else did, too. 

The cows tested well af-
ter Christmas, with 101 cows 
listed and 91 tested for milk 
production. It was quite a day 
with the veterinarian visiting 
the same day as the breeder.

It has been bitterly cold this 

past week and there is no let-
up expected anytime soon. 
The heater has to run through 
the night to keep the milk-
house from freezing and I am 
sure all farmers and others are 
having a time keeping things 
thawed. 

Keep all of our farmers in 
your thoughts for a more pros-
perous 2018. When our farm-
ers have low milk prices it is 
hard to pay the bills and that 
hurts many more businesses 
than people realize, including 
feed stores, machinery busi-
nesses and many more.

Birthday greetings this 
week go out to Kathy Hager 
Schmidt and Nicholas Bur-
poe Jan. 9; Miriam Palmer, 
Cindy Corey Skinner and 
Richard Paul Jan. 10; Brian 
Marzulla Jan. 11; Jonna See-
ley Dann and Jared Tuttle 

Jan. 15; and Dean Michael 
Howard Jan. 16. Have a great 
day, everyone.  Personals: We 
wish Laurie Cunningham 
a speedy recover following 
the stroke she experienced 
Christmas Day. Laurie grew 
up in Masonville as one of our 
neighbors on county Highway 
35.  Masonville Federated 
Church Sunday services are 
at 11 a.m., with adult Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m. There will 
be denominational meetings 
after worship Sunday, Jan. 7; 
Baptist first, followed by Pres-
byterians setting up for a dish-
to-pass meal. 

Sunday, Jan. 21 the Annual 
Meeting will follow worship; 
attendees are asked to bring a 
dessert to pass. 

Happy New Year everyone! 
Let’s hope it warms up soon.

Ruth Hoyt and family re-
cently celebrated her 88th 
birthday (Dec. 19) with a 
family gathering at the home 
of Jim and Helen Groff in 
Franklin.

Recent visitors of Don and 
Cathy Osborne included their 
daughter Debbie, her friend 
Brett, great-granddaughter 
McKenzie and her mom Brit-
ney, of Bradenton, Fla.

The Tobey family had its 

annual Christmas Eve gather-
ing at the home of Doug and 
Janet.

Ralph and Carolee Wright 
enjoyed Christmas with the 
Bedaraz family: Kelly, Steve, 
Adam and Casey, in Andover, 
Conn.

Jimmy Pochy of Salem, 
Mass. spent a few days at 
Christmastime with his par-
ents, Jim and Susie.

Christmas visitors of Jan 

Costello included Casey, 
Laura and Ash Costello of 
Worcester, Mass.; Whitney 
Costello of Albany; and Jer-
emy and Katie Lesniak of 
Utica.

The fall sports award cer-
emony was held at GMU 
school, where all three varsity 
sports teams were recognized 
as Scholar-Athlete teams. To 
receive this recognition, the 
team’s average GPA for 75 

percent of the roster must be 
greater than or equal to 90 per-
cent. Teams receiving honors 
included the boys’ and girls’ 
varsity soccer teams and the 
varsity cross-country team. A 
student who competes on the 
Oxford football also received 
an individual Scholar-Athlete 
recognition.

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing report is a matter of 
public record and includes 
press releases from area law 
enforcement agencies. An 
arrest is not a presumption 
of guilt, as all persons are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law. Persons wishing to have 
the disposition of their cases 
published should contact the 
Tri-Town News at 561-3526 
during regular business 
hours.

DELAWARE CO. 
SHERIFF’S DEPT.

SIDNEY - Dec. 26, Dela-
ware County sheriff deputy’s 
arrested Joseph Schmierer, 
of Delhi, on a bench warrant 
issued by the Town of Sidney 
Court for the charges of mak-
ing a terrorist threat, assault 
in the 2nd degree, criminal 
possession of stolen property 
in the 5th degree and criminal 
contempt of the legislature. 

Schmierer was arraigned in 
the Town of Sidney and was 
remanded to the Delaware 
County Correctional Facility 
in lieu of $50,000 cash bail or 
$100,000 secured bond. 

SIDNEY - On Dec. 27, Del-

aware County sheriff’s depu-
ties arrested David R. Lindsey, 
57, of Sidney, on a warrant of 
arrest and commitment. 

It is alleged that Lindsey 
failed to pay child support 
as ordered by the court. He 
was taken into custody and 
transported to the Delaware 
County Correctional Facility, 
where he will be confined for 
a period of six months or until 
$1397.50 is paid to the Dela-
ware County Support Collec-
tions Unit. 

SIDNEY POLICE DEPT
Arrests:

SIDNEY - Dec. 11: Chris-
topher A. Roettger, 44, of Sid-
ney, on a bench warrant. 

SCHENECTADY - Dec. 
19: Joshua Slingerland, 21, of 
Schenectady, for aggravated 
harassment. 

SIDNEY - Dec. 26: Dustin 
D. Light, 26, of Sidney, 
for unlawful possession of 
marihuana. 

SIDNEY - Dec. 27: Warren 
A. McKee, 27, of Sidney, for 
endangering the welfare of a 
child.  

COVENTRYVILLE - Be-
gin the New Year with a de-
licious hot meal and plenty 
of great fellowship at First 
Congregational Church in 
Coventryville.  

On Saturday, Jan. 6, from 4 
to 6:30 p.m., come and enjoy 
Goulash as you like it, with 
a vegetable, light dessert and 
beverage. 

Travel from State Highway 
206 or 41 to the blinking four-
corner light in Coventryville.  
Turn onto County Rd. 27 and 
you’ll see the church from 
there.  As always plenty of 
free parking and handicap ac-
cessible.  While there, check 
out the “free bread” table and 
handmade craft item table.  

For additional details call 
Pastor Joyce at 607-639-1841. 

GILBERTSVILLE - 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, Brooks’ 
chicken and potato will be 
served by the Butternuts 

Cemetery Association, with 
salads and baked beans by 
the American Legion Aux-
iliary, at the Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall. Preorders for 
chicken should be made be-
fore Jan. 9 by calling Roberta 
at 783-2445, Rick at 563-1843 
or Carolee at 783-2373. 

UNADILLA - The next 
Otsego County senior meal 
served at the Unadilla Neigh-
borhood Apartments, Clifton 
St., Unadilla, will be Wednes-
day, Jan. 17 at noon.

The meal will be Yankee 
pot roast, mashed potatoes, 
sweet and sour red cabbage 
and pudding parfait with top-
ping for dessert. Beverage will 
be included with meal.

All seniors and non-seniors 
are welcome; you do not need 
to be a resident of the apart-
ments. Call 369-2787 by 
Monday, Jan. 15 to make a 
reservation. 

BAINBRIDGE - The Soup 
Kitchen at the Bainbridge 
United Methodist Church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s Facebook page.

 
SIDNEY - A full meal is 

served at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 25 River St. every 
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Food selections vary 
weekly and all are welcome. 

UNADILLA - A week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery Thursday at 12:30 p.m. 
at St. Matthews Episcopal 
Church. A free will offering is 
appreciated. 

UNADILLA - Breakfast in 

the Basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at the Unadilla United 
Methodist Church on Main St. 
All are welcome. Donations 
are accepted but not expected. 

SIDNEY - Free soup night 
at the First Congregational 
Church of Sidney serves 
from 4 - 6 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month until 
April.  

AFTON - There will be a 
free luncheon Saturday, Jan. 
13 at the Afton Presbyterian 
Church, on the corner of Sand 
and Academy streets in Afton 
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. All are 
welcome!

AFTON - The Afton Cen-
tral School Board of Edu-
cation will hold its regular 
monthly meeting Thursday, 
Jan. 4.  The meeting is sched-
uled to begin at 7 p.m. in the 
boardroom directly across 
from the district office.  Visi-
tors are asked to use the en-
trance on Sand Street for 
board meetings. 

HARPURSVILLE - The 
Harpursville Central School 
Board of Education will hold 
a regular meeting Wednes-
day, Jan. 10 in the Jr./Sr. high 
school auditorium. 

The executive session of 
the meeting will begin at 6 

p.m. with the regular business 
meeting following at 7 p.m. 
There will be a public hearing 
to discuss proposed bus pur-
chases at 7 p.m. 

SIDNEY - The Sidney 
United Methodist Women 
will meet Thursday, Jan. 11 
at 1:30 p.m. in the harvester 
room. After the meeting, there 
will be a pledge service led by 
Sue Olmstead and installation 
of officers. 

Refreshments will be 
served by Pam Curtin. Every-
one is invited to attend any of 
the group’s meetings and pro-
grams. There will be no meet-
ings in February and March.

ONEONTA - Monday, Jan. 
8, the Dave Brandt Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited will hold its 
regular meeting at The Plains 
senior living building, 163 
Heritage Circle in Oneonta, at 
7 p.m. Members will be tying 
flies for charitable organiza-
tions, such as Casting for Re-
covery and Healing Waters (a 
veterans recovery group).

Fly tyers, new and old, are 
welcome to tie or watch. Vials 
and labels will be provided. 
There will also be fishing 
videos shown on the group’s 
wall-mount LED screen dur-
ing the fly-tying activity. 
Members or non-members 
and learners can come and tie, 
watch and socialize. For those 
who don’t tie, there will be 
instructional DVDs available 
at the meeting. This is a great 

opportunity to get some free 
fly tying instruction.

Directions to The Plains: 
From I-88, take exit 13 to 
NY Rte. 7. Turn left (west) 
and drive about 100 yards to 
Plains Drive. Follow Plains 
Drive to the sign marking 163 
Heritage Circle. Parking is on 
the west side of the building. 
Sign in at the main entrance 
and take the elevator to the 
education room on the third 
floor.

The group still has open-
ings for sponsorship of boys 
or girls hoping to attend a 
week of NYS Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Conservation sum-
mer camps.

Call president Tom Trelease 
at 434-7211 for information; 
first come will be first served.

Local Trout Unlimited Chapter 
to Host Fly-tying Event Jan. 8
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obitUaries

Loren M. Ward
BAINBRIDGE - Loren 

Ward, 79, of Bainbridge, 
passed away Sunday, Dec. 24, 
2017, surrounded by his loving 
family. 

Loren was retired from 
Great American (formerly 
Victory Markets), where he 
worked for many years. He en-
joyed his family, the outdoors 
and was a lifelong resident of 
his parents’ (Ben and Myrtle 
Ward) family homestead in 
Union Valley, West Bain-
bridge. On Oct. 21, 1989, he 
married Dorothea (Dot), who 
survives him. 

He is also survived by his 
three loving children: one son, 
David L. (Elisha) Ward; two 
daughters, Debra (Michael) 
Morley and Darlene Ward; 
four stepchildren, Edward 
(Linda) Dotey Jr, Anna Dotey, 
Penny Decker and David 
(Loretta) Dotey; two sisters-
in-law, Edna David and Nina 
Retteburg. He is also survived 
by several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, whom 
he loved dearly. His brother, 
Lloyd (Margaret) Ward, also 
survives him, along with 
many special nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. He was 
predeceased by his sister, Lila 
Knowlton, in July 2017 and 
stepdaughter, Sally Dotey, in 
May 2011. 

A memorial service was 
held Dec. 29 at C.H. Landers 
Funeral Chapel, 21 Main St., 
Sidney. 

In lieu of flowers, kindly 
consider donations to: Central 
New York Youth for Christ, 
Box 362, Oneonta, N.Y., 
13820.  Share condolences 
and memories with the family 
at www.landersfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 

Brandon Jeffrey Palmatier
GUILFORD - Brandon Jef-

frey Palmatier (Herbie), 16, 
passed away Dec. 22, 2017 in 
Guilford. Brandon was born 
in Sidney, to Lisa and Jeffrey 
Palmatier Feb. 27, 2001. 

He attended Bainbridge-
Guilford CSD, where he was 
a junior. Brandon worked on 
his uncle Matt’s dairy farm. 
At a very young age, Brandon 
was an entrepreneur, start-
ing with raising chickens and 
selling eggs. In 2015, he built 
and worked his own maple 
syrup business, “Palmatier 
Sugar Shack.” Since the day 

Heidi Lynne Polster
SIDNEY - With her fam-

ily by her side, Heidi Lynne 
Polster, 46, of Sidney, was 
welcomed into the kingdom of 
Heaven Dec. 25, 2017. 

Heidi was born Feb. 25, 
1971, daughter of Earl and 
Nanette Polster.  She attended 
Sidney High School and later 
received her diploma from Ra-
leigh, N.C. She loved living in 
the south where the weather 
was warm and the landscap-
ing could be admired year-
round, but her family was the 
most important thing in her 
life and she choose to return 
and live closer to those who 
mattered most.  

Heidi was preceded in 
death by her older sister, 
Heather Valentine.  Heidi is 
survived by her loving par-
ents, Earl and Nanette Polster; 
sister and brother in-law, Lacy 
and Randy Newell; nieces and 
nephews:  Kyla Mott (Kevin), 
Kortney Valentine, Korbin 
Valentine, Kendra Newell, 
Hailey Newell and Jesse New-
ell; great-nephews and great-
niece:  Owen Mott, Jake Mott 
and Kelsie Mott; and many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends that are considered 
family.  Heidi is also sur-
vived by her precious Yorkie, 
Blondie, whom she loved with 
all her heart.  Heidi loved all 
animals and was a wonderful 
caretaker. She held great love 
for her family and pets.  

Upon her request, the fam-
ily will have a private memo-
rial service.  In lieu of flowers 
memorial donations may be 
made to Delaware Valley Hu-
mane Society, 101 East Main 
St., Sidney, N.Y.  Share condo-
lences and memories with the 
family online at www.lander-
sfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney.

Donald A. May
UNADILLA - Donald A. 

May, MSgt. USMC Ret., 93, 
passed away Wednesday, Dec. 
20, 2017 at home with his two 
daughters.

He was born Feb. 19, 1924 
in Akron, Ohio. He was pre-
deceased by his wife, Betty 
S. May of Rochester; parents, 
Fred and Edna May of Ak-
ron, Ohio; sister, Helen Shipe 
of Akron, Ohio; and brother, 
Walter of St. Michael, Minn.

Don served 20 years in the 
United States Marine Corps 
during WWII and the Korean 
wars. He was assigned to se-
curity detail at the American 
Embassy stationed in Bogota, 
Columbia. There he met his 
wife, Betty, who also worked 
for the State Department at 
the American Embassy. They 
married and returned to the 
U.S. Don took further as-
signments with the U.S. Ma-
rines at Camp LeJune, N.C., 
Clarksville, Tenn. and, lastly, 
as a Marine Corp recruiter in 
Oneonta. He retired from the 
Marine Corp. in 1963 and then 
resided in Unadilla in 1964. 
Don served 20 years with 
the NYS Division for Youth, 
working as a juvenile delin-
quent counselor. He retired 
from NYS in 1983. His retire-
ment hobby was wood work-
ing and creating furniture and 
other items to be sold at vari-
ous craft shows. After his wife 
passed in May 2009, he moved 
to Binghamton and lived with 
his daughter, Marlene.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Kathleen May of 
Philadelphia, Pa. and Marlene 
May of Binghamton; sons, 
James and wife, Joann, of 
Binghamton and Geoffrey and 
wife, Jeanette, of Plattsburg; 
brother, Gerald, of Akron, 
Ohio; grandchildren Geoff 
and wife, Danielle, Martha 
and husband, Jeff, and Nicolai 
and Oyla; and various nieces 
and nephews in Ohio, Wash-
ington, DC, Minnesota and 
Oregon.

There will be no calling 
hours.  Graveside services 
will be held in Evergreen Hill 
Cemetery Saturday, Jan. 6 
at 11 a.m. Arrangements are 
made by the Westcott-Madden 
Funeral Home, 123 Main St., 
Unadilla.  Condolences may 
be made to Marlene May, 33 
Ronan St. Binghamton, N.Y., 
13901. 

he turned 16, Brandon was 
a volunteer fireman with the 
Guilford Fire Department.

Brandon fully enjoyed the 
outdoors including hunting, 
trapping, fishing, snowmobil-
ing, four-wheeling, driving 
and riding anything with a 
motor.

Brandon is survived by his 
loving parents, Lisa and Jeff 
of Guilford; sister and broth-
er-in-law, Lyndsay and Adam 
Hurlburt of Guilford; paternal 
grandmother, Donna Palma-
tier; maternal grandmother, 
Elaine Pikul; nephew, Bentley 
Hurlburt; niece, Adalyn Hurl-
burt; and numerous special 
aunts, uncles and cousins. He 
is preceded in death by his 
grandfathers, Peter Pikul and 
Clifford Palmatier. 

Friends called Dec. 27 at 
C.H. Landers Funeral Chapel, 
21 Main St., Sidney. Funeral 
services were held Dec. 28 at 
C.H. Landers Funeral Chapel.

Donations may be made to 
the Guilford Fire Department, 
PO Box 9, Guilford, N.Y., 
13780 for the establishment 
of a scholarship in Brandon’s 
memory for a BG student pur-
suing a degree in conservation 
and/or agriculture.

Condolences and memories 
may be shared at www.lander-
sfh.com. 

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 

Donald Gould
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - 

Donald Gould, 80, passed on 
to be with his Lord Dec. 18, 
2017. David was born in Al-
bany and relocated to Albu-
querque, N.M. in 1961. he is 
survived by his beautiful and 
loving wife of 57 years, Shar-
leen; daughter, De Ann; son, 
David and wife Hope; daugh-
ter, Jennifer and husband Kev-
in; granddaughters, Chelsea, 
Grace, Madeline, Lydia and 
Anna; grandson, Nik; brother, 
Ed Gould and wife Sylvia; 
sister, Betty Huston; sister-in-
law, Carol; and several nieces 
and nephews.

Donald was preceded in 
death by his twin sister, Doro-
thy (at 18 months old); young-

Harriet Snell
AFTON — Harriet Jeanne 

Shepard Snell, 92, passed 
away Dec. 25, 2017 at Chest-
nut Park Rehabilitation & 
Nursing Center in Oneonta. 
She was born Aug. 10, 1925, 
daughter of the late Glen 
and Mae (Brown) Shepard in 
Champaign, Illinois.

Harriet graduated from 
Afton High School with the 
Class of 1944.  She attended 
Rider College, then started her 
business career as a secretary 
at Johnson & Johnson in New 
Brunswick, N.J.

Harriet met and married 
Edward Snell, a passenger 
conductor for the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad.  The couple 
moved to Highland Park, N.J., 
and had two children, Deb-
bie and Eddie, joining Ed’s 
daughter, JoAnn.  Harriet was 
active in church and her chil-
dren’s schools and she later 
continued her career, becom-
ing a revenue officer for the 
IRS.  Edward Snell passed 
away in 1981.

Harriet continued work-
ing until 1987, then retired to 
Punta Gorda, Fla. Harriet ap-
proached her retirement with 
the same energy and enthusi-
asm she brought to all endeav-
ors.  She bought a pontoon 
boat and christened it “Har-
riet’s Chariot.”  She joined a 
banjo group called The Dixie 
Cups and played at nursing 
homes.  She played bingo and 
spent many sunny days cruis-
ing around the Charlotte Har-
bor with her sister and broth-
er-in-law, Lorraine and Bill 
Poole. She was also active in 
the Power Squadron boating 
club.  She enjoyed time with 
her children, grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and extended 
family.

Throughout the decades 
that she lived away from up-
state New York, Harriet visit-
ed frequently and maintained 
close ties to the area through 
family and friends.  The fami-
ly’s cottage on Afton Lake was 
home to many happy reunions, 
family functions and summer 
holiday celebrations.  Har-
riet made a special trip home 
for her 50th class reunion in 
1994—a day she described as 
“magical” after getting to see 
many old friends and former 
classmates.  

In 2004, Harriet moved 
back to Afton to stay, wanting 
to be near her daughter and 
extended family.  She enjoyed 
returning to her hometown, 
spending time with family and 
taking in the beauty of spring, 
summer and fall at the lake.  
She also became a member 
of the Afton Baptist Church.  
Though she struggled with 
medical issues, Harriet con-
tinued to be busy and active, 

obitUaries

Doris B. Stone
AFTON - Doris B. Stone, 

89, of Afton, passed away 
Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2017 at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital.  

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Lyle W. Stone; sister, 
Virginia Davall and brother, 
Lee Brotzman. 

She is survived by her son 
and daughter-in-law, Dale 
and Jeanette Grover, Afton; 
daughter and son-in-law, Nan-
cy and David Hicks, Nashville, 
Tenn.; seven grandchildren, 
Laura, Dale Jr., Melanie, Julie, 
Emily, Evan and Caleb; six 
great-grandchildren, Megan, 
Kyle, James, Angelina, Emma 
and Eddie; sister and brother-
in-law, Shirley and Ray How-
land, Ithaca; brother, Harold 
Brotzman, Williamstown, 
Mass.; and several nieces and 
nephews.  

Doris was a member and 
Elder of Afton Presbyterian 
Church for 70 years, a retired 
employee of Horton Hardware 
in Afton, a member of the 
Afton Historical Society and 
Jericho Arts Council in Bain-
bridge. She was also a member 
of quilting clubs and started 
Afton Ugly Quilts (sleeping 
bags for the homeless).

Funeral services were held 
at the Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home, 69-71 Maple 
St., Harpursville. Burial will 
be in Riverview Cemetery, 
Harpursville at the conve-
nience of the family. The 
family received friends at the 
Osterhoudt-Madden Funeral 
Home before the service.  

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Afton Pres-
byterian Church, 11 Academy 
St., Afton, N.Y., 13730.  On-
line condolences may be made 
at:   www.omaddenfh.com.   

er brother, Fran Gould; his 
parents; and dear friend, Bob 
Lederer. Cremation has taken 
place and a visitation was held 
in New Mexico on Dec. 22. A 
celebration of life service fol-
lowed on Dec. 23.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to Heri-
tage Christian Fellowship in 
Donald’s name Don’s family 
and friends loved him dearly 
and he will greatly missed. 
Condolences may be made at 
www.riversidefunerals.com. 

making the most of the oppor-
tunity to reconnect with the 
community.  

Harriet will be missed by 
her children: Deb (Joe), Ed 
(Nancy) and JoAnn; four 
grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren; sister, Lor-
raine (Bill) Poole; and nieces, 
nephews, cousins and loving 
friends.

Harriet was predeceased 
by her parents; beloved hus-
band, Ed Snell; sister, Glenna 
Shepard; son-in-law, Richard; 
great grandaughter, Chelshi; 
and other loving family 
members. 

The family wishes to thank 
Arlene for driving Miss Har-
riet and Jane for always being 
there, along with the staff at 
Chestnut Park for the loving 
care shown to Harriet.  

Friends were invited to 
call Dec. 30 at C.H. Landers 
Funeral Chapel, 21 Main St., 
Sidney.  A memorial service 
was held at the funeral chapel.  
Burial in Glenwood Cemetery, 
Afton, will take place at a lat-
er date.  

In lieu of flowers, donations 
in memory of Harriet may be 
directed to the charity of one’s 
choice.  Share condolences 
and memories with the family 
online at www.landersfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney.
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cal education teacher Loraine 
Flyzik said, in her nearly 
30 years working alongside 
Brazee, she saw firsthand 
what an asset he was to stu-
dents and athletes. 

“For Mike to have picked 
this profession was a re-
ally good thing,” Flyzik said, 
“because a lot of boys have 
had him as a wonderful role 
model, through all the ages.” 
Extolling his impact on Sid-
ney basketball specifically, 

Flyzik added, “The nice thing 
about his basketball program 
was that he oversaw the whole 
… program, from third and 
fourth grade when they first 
start playing all the way up 
to the varsity level. And he 
would see those kids on to the 
college level.” 

Flyzik, who said she and 
Brazee worked together 
“like brother and sister,” said 
Brazee’s versatile approach to 
physical education expanded 

to coaching, something she 
said helped earn Brazee his 
“incredible” win-loss record. 

“It’s very significant,” she 
said of the milestone, add-
ing,  “In order for him to get 
400 wins in (28) years is quite 
incredible.” Calling Brazee 
“one of easiest people to work 
with,” Flyzik said, “He was 
always receptive to new and 
innovative things and just a 
great athlete himself. He had 
that athletic mind, so he was 

always looking for something 
better.” 

Similarly, retired longtime 
Sidney junior varsity basket-
ball coach Bob Finnegan said 
Brazee’s unfailing adaptabil-
ity has kept his coaching and 
his students’ overall perfor-
mance – academic and ath-
letic – strong. 

“He’s very adaptable and 
very willing to change his 
approach based on the per-
sonnel that he has,” Finnegan 

said, “and I think that makes a 
good coach.” 

Finnegan, who said 
Brazee’s 400th win was “re-
ally remarkable,” added, “But 
it’s more than coaching … 
Academics are also very im-
portant and he makes sure 
(students) are maintaining 
good grades so that they can 
play. He’s kind of hard on 
them about making sure aca-
demics are important to them 
as well, (because) the whole 

concept of the student-athlete 
is very important to Mike.”

Brazee anticipates retir-
ing from teaching at the close 
of the 2017-18 school year, 
though he said he will “prob-
ably stick with coaching for 
awhile after that.”

To learn more about Sidney 
Warriors Basketball, visit sid-
neycsd.org.

Coach continued

Coach Mike Brazee stands with former and current players during the alumni basketball game 
held Dec. 22 at Sidney. Photo credit: Jacqui Green.

This will mean more fl exibility for submissions, 
especially around Monday holidays, and 
timelier reporting.
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derstaffed since November, 
Tranvaag said he was looking 
forward to redeeming the gift.

“It’ll be nice to get away 
and relax,” Tranvaag said. He 
added that he was “so excited” 
by the donation, the likes of 
which he said he’s never seen 
in his 17-year career with the 
department.

Tranvaag attributed the 
recent loss of village police 
staff to better pay in other, 
larger departments. That, and 

he said Delaware County’s 
recruitment procedures have 
changed, making the process 
lengthier.

“We’re really supposed to 
have nine guys,” Tranvaag 
said, “so especially around 
the holidays, (being under-
staffed) makes it hard.” He 
added that, lately, everyone on 
staff has had to log overtime, 
some more than 20 hours per 
pay period.

“We keep losing people and 

they’re not replacing anybody, 
but we’re trying to do it all,” 
Tranvaag said.

The Sidney Village Police 
Department includes Chief 
Jan Gorshack, Sgt. Eric Oli-
ver, Patrolman David Tran-
vaag, Patrolman Holden Gray 
and Patrolman Christopher 
Dionne, all of whom will en-
joy a complimentary 30-min-
ute massage in 2018.

Police continued

Deuel continued
Deuel. His gift of directing, 
vast knowledge of theater, 
leadership abilities and sense 
of humor were evident to all 
who knew him.” Extolling 
his passion for the arts, paired 
with the immeasurable impact 
he made on lives in the tri-
town community and beyond, 
the statement closed with: “He 
will be greatly missed!”

Many on social media ex-
pressed their sadness at the 
loss and thanked Deuel for his 
role in shaping, inspiring and 
leading decades of thespians. 

Deuel’s full obituary will be 
published in the next edition 
of Tri-Town News.

Deuel (right rear) is seen working with the cast of “The Odd Couple,” staged in 2015. It was 
one of Deuel’s last directorships with Tri-Town Theatre, which he helped form in 1963.
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By Allison Collins

Below is the first of a two-
part series that looks back at 
what happened in the tri-town 
communities in 2017—deaths, 
projects, arrests, remem-
brances, awards, achieve-
ments, setbacks and advances. 

Happy New Year to all our 
valued readers! 

“And suddenly you know: 
it’s time to start something 
new and trust in the magic of 
beginnings.”

– Eckhart Tolle

January
Senator James Seward (R, 

Milford) was sworn into office 
for the 16th time Sunday, Jan. 
1 at the Foothills Performing 
Arts Center in Oneonta.

As he prepared to enter his 
31st year in the two-year term 
seat, Seward thanked fam-
ily, friends and the people of 
the 51st District. Addressing 
constituents spread out over 
the district’s nine counties, 
Seward said, “I thank you 
for continuing to put a great 
deal of faith in me.” Novem-
ber 2016 voter turnout in ad-
vance of Seward’s Jan. 1, 2017 
swearing-in was the highest 
since his inaugural election in 
1986.  

Members of the Sidney 
Alumni Association gathered 
Jan. 14 to celebrate the start 
of their occupancy within the 
former Pearl Street School. 
The relocation was necessitat-
ed after the sale of the Civic 
Center in late 2016. The asso-
ciation’s new home signified 
the beginning of a fresh chap-
ter and the continuation of the 
group’s shared past within 
the Sidney Central School 
District.

SAA member Greg Davie 
said at the time, “(Sidney Cen-
tral School) provided us with 
an incredible setting that will 
better serve our mission—to 
serve the school, community 
and alumni.”  

Unatego Central School 
administrators announced the 
discovery of a non-cash ac-
counting error made in 2010, 

compounded by an earlier 
error alongside post-2010 ex-
penditures wherein funding 
was assumed available, ul-
timately leaving the district 
with a $1.484 million shortfall 
in early 2017. 

The financial blow came to 
the already-struggling district 
in a year when one of its two 
elementary buildings, Otego, 

was scheduled to close. 
Unatego Superintendent 

Dr. Dave Richards made his 
official recommendation to 
close Otego Elementary dur-
ing a Jan. 17 town hall-style 
meeting to discuss the ac-
counting error.  

Jan. 27 marked the induc-
tion of five new and estimable 

Unatego alumni into the dis-
trict’s Hall of Distinction. The 
hall’s third class included Bri-
an Truhn, Class of 1965, Dr. 
Tara Hussey Nahey, Class of 
1986 and three brothers, Don-
ald Andre (‘74), Michael (’76) 
and Matthew Ouimet (’76). 

The Hall of Distinction was 
established to honor UCSD 
graduates who have gone on 

to distinguish themselves in 
life as valuable, productive 
and honorable members of 
the wider society. Recipients 
of the honor have achieved 
levels of great personal suc-
cess, while simultaneously 
contributing significantly to 
their respective communities 
and professional fields. 

February
On Feb. 2, the Sidney Cen-

ter Library, a branch of the 
Sidney Memorial Public Li-
brary, hosted a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to celebrate months 
of fundraising, planning and 
designing for proper signage 
in front of the little library. 

The library, a well-kept se-
cret to many, stood unmarked 
and unnoticed before the in-
stallation of the wood-and-
gold sign designed by a team 
of people from the Sidney 
Center Improvement Group 
and brought to life by Walton-
born artist, Ty Steinbacher. 

A Feb. 13 Unatego Board of 
Education meeting saw board 
members officially announce 
their decision to close Otego 
Elementary, despite strong 
opposition from community 
members, particularly hom-
eowners in Otego. 

The decision was made 
with the intent of closing 
the Unadilla building in five 
years and building a central-
ized campus alongside the 
Unatego Middle/Senior High 
School. Bids for such a proj-
ect are expected sometime in 
2022.  

Monday, Feb. 13 Justin 
Crandall, 28, was arrested by 
NYS Troopers at Sidney and 
charged with child pornog-
raphy and criminal sexual 
abuse. The arrest came three 
days after a child pornogra-
phy complaint was made to 
Binghamton troopers. 

A resultant investigation 
launched Saturday, Feb. 11 
led law enforcement to the 
village of Sidney, where the 
Crandalls and their children 
resided. 

Jessica Crandall, 27, was 
arrested on Monday, Feb. 13 
after law enforcement deter-
mined that she had sexually 
abused a child less than 11 
years of age.

Looking Back at 2017
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Sentencing for the pair 
is expected to take place in 
Binghamton’s federal court 
Feb. 23, 2018.  

March
Longtime Unadilla resident 

Francis Slocum retired at the 
end of December 2016 from 
his 60-year tenure as an active 
volunteer in the Unadilla Fire 
Department, Unadilla Fire 
Police and Unadilla Emergen-
cy Squad. To honor his many 
decades of selfless service to 
the community, Slocum’s fel-
low firefighters hosted a cel-
ebratory banquet March 25. 

A March 21 release from 
Chenango County Sheriff Er-
nest Cutting, Jr. announced 
that Ernest F. Franklin, II, 35, 
and Heather Franklin, 33, of 
Mt. Upton, were charged with 
the murder of their 16-year-
old adopted son, Jeffrey R. 
Franklin, who, before the re-
lease, was assumed to have 
died from smoke inhalation 
during a March 1 structure 
fire at the Franklins’ 457 state 
Highway 8 residence. 

The Franklins’ trial is ex-
pected to begin sometime in 
2018.  

Shortly after gaining 501-
C 3 nonprofit status, the Tri-
Town Coalition on Substance 
Abuse Prevention (COSAP) 
hosted its second annual hero-
in and substance abuse aware-
ness forum March 22 at the 
Sidney High School.  

The forum, one of several 
preventative initiatives un-
dertaken by COSAP in 2017, 
emphasized the importance 
of proactive education and 
included input from a panel 
of local law enforcement rep-
resentatives and drug and re-
covery educators.  

April
The hearts and attentions 

of people in the area, around 
the nation and, indeed, the 
world, were held in thrall of 
live video stream of April the 
Giraffe, a 15-year-old reticu-
lated giraffe momma-to-be at 
Animal Adventure Park. The 
countless hours spent viewing 
culminated in April’s success-
ful April 15 delivery of her 
baby, Tajiri.  

The Unadilla Chamber of 
Commerce named the Un-
adilla Drive-In 2017’s Busi-
ness of the Year.  

The Sidney Chamber of 
Commerce announced co-re-
cipients of its 2017 “Citizen of 
the Year Award”, Paul Eaton 
and Carl Griffith, of the Eaton 
& Griffith Law Firm, located 
in Sidney. 

The Sidney Elks Lodge 
was named 2017’s “Business 
of the Year” by the chamber.  

For the 21st consecutive 
year, the village of Sidney 
was designated a Tree City 
USA by the National Arbor 
Day Foundation thanks to the 
continued efforts of the Shade 
Tree Commission. 

The occasion, as is tradi-
tion, was celebrated Arbor 
Day, Friday, April 28, at Sid-
ney’s Keith Clark Park, at 
which time Sidney commu-
nity pillar Elwin Van Van-
Valkenburgh was honored 
with a maple tree planting in 
his name.  

May 
After four days of events 

organized by the Sidney 
Students Against Destruc-
tive Decisions designed to 
encourage upperclassmen to 
evaluate and reflect upon their 
decision-making processes, 
SCSD’S Destructive Deci-
sions Awareness Week came 
to a close with a culminating 
mock crash scene Friday, May 

5. The scene, involving two 
cars and the consequences of 
impaired and distracted driv-
ing, was staged at the district’s 
transportation center on Cir-

cle Drive and lasted just over 
an hour.

Students in grades 10 
through 12 participated in 
the week’s events, which, in 

addition to the mock crash, 
included drunk and distract-
ed driving simulators, a roll-
over convincer scenario with 
the NYS Police and various 
SSADD-hosted activities. 

Despite gray skies and rain, 
spirits stayed high during the 
13th annual Tri-Town Relay 
for Life event, held May 6 in 
Bainbridge’s General Clinton 
Park. 

Events, which included the 
traditional pancake break-
fast prepared by local Boy 
Scout troops, games, chil-
dren’s activities and themed 
laps, kicked off right on time, 
though festivities were later 
cut short because of weather.  

The Bainbridge-Guilford 
Central School District Board 
of Education presented its 
2017-18 spending plan at a 
May 9 budget hearing.

The proposed budget called 
for $17,618,035 and, accord-
ing to a district newsletter, 
“included many educational 
opportunities for students to 
learn and grow while being 
sensitive and responsible to 
taxpayers.” 

The proposed budget sig-
nified a 1.75 percent increase 
for district taxpayers, though 
the overall budget was down 
3.5 percent from the 2016-17 
budget.  

Thanks to the efforts of 
Gene Schmidt of Unadilla, 
the Wall that Heals returned 
to Otsego County May 25-29, 
just in time for regional Me-
morial Day celebrations and 
remembrances. 

The wall, a half-size por-
table version of the permanent 
Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial Wall in Washington, D.C., 
travels nationally six months 
out of the year to give people 
a chance to locate and remem-
ber the names of soldiers lost 
to the Vietnam War. 

For the last weekend of 
May, it took up temporary res-
idence in Oneonta’s Neahwa 
Park.  

June
Roughly one year after 

dedicating the Unadilla Vet-
erans Memorial, members of 
the Unadilla Veterans Com-
mittee made significant im-
provements and modifications 
to the monument.

In addition to incorporat-
ing the words “all gave some, 
some gave all” into the me-
morial, the committee has 
installed two new benches 
alongside the main structure 
and crested the monument 
with an enlarged eagle stat-
ue. The number of memorial 
bricks lining the monument’s 
path also increased, from 
about 30 in 2016 to 98 in June 
2017.  

With a mission of “want-
ing to spread joy, love and 
inspiration through the simple 
gesture of painting rocks and 
putting them throughout the 
community,” Unadilla resi-
dent Victoria Schlafer created 
the Unadillarocks Facebook 
group to help others bring 
smiles to strangers. As a re-
sult, summer 2017 saw paint-
ed rocks appearing all over 
the village and beyond. 

The movement, which en-
joyed national popularity in 
2017, did not start in Unadilla. 
But, Schlafer said, the local it-
eration made for “a great way 
to get people to reach out with 
kind words.” 

The early June start of Main 
Street, Sidney’s sweeping 
downtown redesign brought 
with it hurdles and missteps 
that would ultimately take the 
project well past its expected 
end date and postpone work 
on one side of the street en-
tirely until April 2018. 

The $1.7 million renova-
tion broke ground in the sec-
ond week of June and Sidney 
storeowners offered mixed 
reviews at the time, with some 
eager for its completion and 
hoped-for revitalization and 
others blaming the project for 
loss of business.
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HARPURSVILLE – After 
15 years of absence, Broome 
County is once again home to 
African lions, thanks to Ani-
mal Adventure Park’s newest 
resident, a three-month old 
female cub called Bisa. Be-
fore Bisa, there had not been a 
lion in Broome County since 
2002.

Bisa’s African name mean 
“greatly loved” and she is the 
first-to-arrive member of what 
will be a pride assembled 
from across the country. The 
goal of assembling the pride 
will be facilitation of viable 
genetic diversity for future 

preservation initiatives.
Lions are categorized as 

“vulnerable to extinction,” 
which puts them one level be-
low endangered. That’s why 
Jordan Patch, owner of Ani-
mal Adventure Park, says spe-
cies preservation is the over-
arching purpose of this recent 
addition.

“The future of these mag-
nificent feline carnivores is 
in jeopardy due to the con-
tinued exploitation of natural 
environments, poaching and 
human encroachment,” Patch 
said. “Lions will have a safe 
home at Animal Adventure 

Park, where they (can) act as 
ambassadors for their spe-
cies as we continue our mis-
sion of educating our visitors 
and online support base of the 
threats faced by wildlife and 
the inevitable outcome from 
this continued destructive 
path.”

The park’s new additions 
will be celebrated in 2018 on 
World Lion Day, Friday, Aug. 
10, with celebrations continu-
ing throughout that weekend.

To learn more about Ani-
mal Adventure Park, visit the-
animaladventurepark.com.

Animal Adventure Brings Lions Back to Broome Co.

Owner of Animal Adventure Park in Harpursville, Jordan Patch, snuggles with the park’s 
newest resident, a female African lion cub named Bisa.

WALTON - Music on the 
Delaware’s Coffeehouse at the 
Theatre for January will fea-
ture the musical group Treme-
lo and Company.  The event 
will be held Sunday, Jan. 21 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on the parlor 
floor of the Walton Theatre, 
and, as with all Coffeehouse 
performances, is free to the 
public.

Tremelo features ham-
mered dulcimer musician 
Elaine Sherman, along with 
friends Kevin DaDue and 
Chris and Carla Bubny on 
guitar and dobro.  Their per-
formance will include a mix 
of traditional, folk and con-
temporary music.

Coffeehouse events take 
place the third Sunday of 

each month from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Coffee, tea and desserts are 
served, and donations are 
gratefully accepted.

Future events for Coffee-
house at the Theatre include 
Steve Fabrizio and Friends 
Feb. 18, Traverse March 18, 
Iron Mountain Variety: Steve 
Eisenberg April 15 and Wal-
ton Young Artists May 20.

Tremelo & Co. to Play Coffeehouse Series Jan. 21

SIDNEY – The 26th an-
niversary of the Sidney 
Alumni Basketball Associa-
tion (SABA) had a little ex-
tra something for its Dec. 22 
event, held at the Sidney High 
School gym.  

Begun in 1992, SABA’s 
Alumni Night is a way to 
remember Sidney’s long his-
tory of basketball success. 
The doubleheader also gener-
ates money, which provides 
a yearly $300 scholarship to 
a graduating senior having 
demonstrated dedicated to 
Warriors basketball.

Between games, SABA 
founder Greg Davie surprised 
current varsity coach Mike 
Brazee with a personalized 
plaque in honor of Brazee’s 
tremendous coaching career, a 
tenure that includes two New 
York State titles and 400 vic-
tories.  After the presentation, 
all former players were invit-
ed to be in an alumni photo. 

It was another shortened 
opener for the “Old Timers/
Lady Warriors” game, with 
several alumni waiting for 

the next game agreeing to fill 
spots for a five-on-five con-
test.  Team Maroon outlasted 
Team White 47-40. Thanks 
is extended to John Elwood 
(Class of 1974) for partici-
pating, along with perennial 
Lady Warrior players Shane 
Eaton Armstrong and Melissa 
Holowacz Rowe.

After last year’s “Young 
Guns” battle saw a roaring 
comeback and overtime win 
for the older alums, few of 
the fans or players at the gym 
thought that same excitement 
could be matched in 2017, but 
that’s exactly what happened, 
with essentially the same ros-
ters playing out the scenario.  

Team Finnegan included 
older players (2002-11) who 
struggled early. They trailed 
Team Finnegan’s more re-
cent grads (2012-17) 46-31 
at halftime.  The second half 
saw some mini-comebacks, 
but the deficit increased to 16 
with eight minutes remain-
ing.  Kyle Smith and Kyle Mc-
Millan led the Team Brazee 
attack.

In a true deja vu, the older 
group stormed back, led by 
Ricky Dorsey (last year’s 
MVP), Billy Kozak and 2017 
MVP, Dylan Umbra. The 
trio earned 40 of the team’s 
57 points. Final score: Team 
Finnegan 88, Team Brazee 80. 

Umbra led the scoring with 
25 points, followed closely by 
Dorsey with 24. Quinn Dorsey 
and Billy Kozak also reached 
double figures, with 12 and 11 
points, respectively.  For Team 
Brazee, Damian Zimmer 
led the way with 15 points, 
while Kyle Smith earned 14, 
Hunter Sowersby 13 and Kyle 
McMillan 10. JV coach Bob 
Finnegan and current varsity 
coach Mike Brazee handled 
the teams again this year.

A passing of the Santa hat 
also proved worthy of a repeat 
performance from a year ago.  
$155.91 was raised to help 
keep the SABA scholarship 
going. 

Thanks to all who played or 
helped in any way, with spe-
cial thanks to Jacqui Green 
for her stellar photography.

Sidney Alumni Basketball Enjoys 
Successful 26th Anniversary Games
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THE COUNTRY MOTEL 
- Rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended 
stay rooms at reasonable rates. 
All rooms have microwaves 
and refrigerators. Sorry no 
pets. Call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

For rent

WAnteD to BUY

HURLBURT COIN AND 
PAPER - Buying old U.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. Also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. Cash 
offers. Appraisals. Ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

Business Directory

Sewing 
Machines

Eureka 
Vacuum 
Cleaners

Sewing Machines
5 ONEIDA ST., ONEONTA

607-432-8398

EN LKESB A
If we can’t � x it, throw it away!

TF

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

legAl
NOTICE OF SPECIAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT MEET-
ING AND AVAILABILITY 
OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

Harpursville Central 
School District 

Broome and Chenango 
Counties, New York 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that a Special School Dis-
trict Meeting of the Harpurs-
ville Central School Dis-
trict, Broome and Chenango 
Counties, New York, will 
be held on January 16, 2018 
(the “Election Date”) at 1:30 
o’clock P.M., at the W.A. Ol-
msted Elementary School, 54 
Main Street in Harpursville, 
New York, at which the polls 
will be kept open between the 
hours of 1:30 o’clock P.M. and 
8:00 o’clock P.M., Prevailing 
Time, for the purpose of vot-
ing by paper ballot upon the 
following bond proposition: 

BUS BOND 
PROPOSITION 

Shall the following resolu-
tion be adopted, to-wit: 

RESOLVED, that the 
Board of Education of the 
Harpursville Central School 
District, Broome and Chenan-
go Counties, New York, is 
hereby authorized to purchase 
school buses at a maximum 
estimated cost of $265,000, 
including incidental equip-
ment and expenses, and that 
said $265,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, 
shall be raised by the levy of a 
tax upon the taxable property 
of said School District and 
collected in annual install-
ments as provided by Section 
416 of the Education Law; 
and, in anticipation of such 
tax, obligations of said School 
District shall be issued. 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS. 
NOTICE IS ALSO HEREBY 
GIVEN that applications for 
absentee ballots may be ap-
plied for at the office of the 
School District Clerk. Any 
such application must be re-
ceived by the School District 
Clerk at least seven days be-
fore the date of the aforesaid 
Special District Meeting if the 
ballot is to be mailed to the 
voter, or the day before such 
Special District Meeting, if 

the ballot is to be delivered 
personally to the voter. A list 
of all persons to whom absen-
tee voter’s ballots shall have 
been issued shall be available 
for public inspection in the 
office of the School District 
Clerk not less than five days 
prior to the date of the Special 
District Meeting (excluding 
Saturdays and Sundays) dur-
ing regular office hours from 
8:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. until 
the date of the aforesaid Spe-
cial District Meeting. Absen-
tee ballots must be received 
by 3:30 P.M. on date of elec-
tion in the office of the School 
District Clerk. 

Any qualified voter may, 
upon examination of such list, 
file written challenge to the 
qualifications of a voter of any 
person whose name appears 
on the list, stating the reason 
for challenge. Such written 
challenge shall be transmitted 
by the School District Clerk 
or designee to the inspectors 
of election on the date of the 
election. 

AND FURTHER NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that in 
the event of a weather or other 
emergency which necessitates 
cancellation of the January 16, 
2018 Special District Meeting, 
said Special District Meeting 
shall be held on January 23, 
2018 at the aforementioned 
time and place. 

QUALIFIED VOTER: All 
U.S. citizens who have lived 
in the School District at least 
30 days prior to the date of 
the Special District Meeting 
are eligible to vote if they are 
at least 18 years old, and not 
otherwise prohibited from 
voting under the provisions of 
Section 5-106 of the Meeting 
Law. 

Dated: Harpursville, New 
York, 

November 8, 2017. 
BY ORDER OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE HARPURSVILLE 
CENTRAL SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT, BROOME AND 
CHENANGO COUNTIES, 
NEW YORK. 

Darlene Noyes 
School District Clerk  
11-23,12-7,12-21,1-4(4w)b

legAl
UNATEGO CENTRAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE SPECIAL DIS-

TRICT MEETING
The Board of Education 

of Otego-Unadilla Central 
School District, Otsego and 
Delaware Counties, New 
York, HEREBY GIVES NO-
TICE that a Special District 
Meeting of the qualified vot-
ers of said School District 
will be held at the Middle/
Senior High School building 
in Otego, New York in said 
school district, on the 24th 
day of January 2018 at 12:00 
o’clock noon, for the purpose 
of voting by paper ballot upon 
the proposition hereinafter set 
forth.  Voting will be open 
between the hours of 12:00 
o’clock noon and 8:00 o’clock 
p.m.

RESOLVED that, pursuant 
to Chapter 472 of the Session 
Laws of 1998, the Board of 
Education of the Otego-Un-
adilla Central School District 
is hereby authorized to lease 
and expend therefore, includ-
ing costs incidental thereto 
and the financing thereof, 
an amount not to exceed the 
estimated maximum cost of 
eighty thousand ($80,000), 
and for a term not to exceed 
five (5) years, the following 
motor vehicles: three (3) large 
passenger school buses; one 
(1) small passenger school 
bus.

And that such sum, or so 
much thereof as may be nec-
essary, may be raised by the 
levy of a tax collected in an-
nual installments; and that in 
anticipation of such tax, obli-

gations of the District shall be 
issued.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that applications for 
absentee ballots may be ob-
tained at the District Clerk’s 
Office from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. on school days.  Complet-
ed applications are to be sub-
mitted to the District Clerk no 
later than seven days prior to 
the scheduled date of the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to 
the voter or the day before the 
vote if the ballot is to be de-
livered personally.  Absentee 
ballots are to be submitted 
to the District Clerk’s Office 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
date of the vote.  A list of all 
persons to whom absentee 
ballots have been issued will 
be available for public in-
spection during regular office 
hours, which are between 8:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on school 
days, until the date of the spe-
cial meeting, and any quali-
fied voter may file a written 
challenge of the qualifications 
of any person whose name ap-
pears on such list stating the 
reason for the challenge.  Such 
list shall also be posted con-
spicuously at the polling place 
during voting hours and quali-
fied voters may challenge the 
acceptance of the absentee 
ballot of a person on such list, 
by making his challenge and 
the reason for the challenge 
known to the inspectors of 
election before the close of the 
polls.

December 5, 2017
Joan M. French, School 

District Clerk
12-7,12-21,1-4,1-18(4w)b

Bainbridge Apt For Rent
1 BR 1 Bath Ground Floor. 

Great Central Village Loca-
tion. Walk to Shops. Extra 
Clean and Renovated. Nice 
Front and Rear Decks and 
Landlord Maintained Yard. 
Good Parking. Security and 
References Required. $600 
Monthly. Call 607-621-1618

1-4(3w)b
 

legAl

legAl

Sale of Forest Products
Notice to Bidders
The Bainbridge-Guilford 

Central School District is of-
fering approximately 70,000 
board feet of standing timber 
for sale. The timber is located 
in the Town of Bainbridge, 
Chenango County, NY. Bids 
must be submitted by 2:00 pm 
on January 26, 2018 to:

Bainbridge-Guilford Cen-
tral School

District Business Office
18 Juliand Street
Bainbridge, NY 13733
Interested persons should 

contact Michael J. Gray, For-
estry Consultant with Per-
fect Circle Forestry, LLC at 
607-967-5505 for additional 
information and to obtain bid 
specifications and bid form.

1-11(3w)b 

Take notice, that I, The-
resa A. Schultheis, Coventry 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector, 
have received the tax roll and 
warrant for the collection of 
taxes within the Town of Cov-
entry for the year 2018. And 
that I will attend at the Cov-
entry Town Clerk’s office, in 
the Town of Coventry for the 
month of January, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 5-8 
p.m., and Saturday 9-12 for the 
purpose of receiving taxes on 
said roll.

Take Further Notice that 
taxes may be paid on or be-
fore January 31, 2018 without 
penalty. On all taxes received 
after said date there shall be 
added one percent for each 
additional month, until the 
return of unpaid taxes to the 
County Treasurer pursuant to 
law.

By law, the tax roll of the 
Town of Coventry will be re-
turned to the Chenango Coun-
ty Treasurer’s Office by June 
2, 2018.

Theresa A. Schultheis, Cov-
entry Town Clerk and Tax 
Collector

1-4(2w)b 

1 acre land for sale Sidney 
NY call 917-923-0233.

12-28(1w)p
 

SCHOOL NURSE PRAC-
TITIONER OR REGIS-
TERED PROFESSIONAL 
NURSE at Afton Central 
School to start as soon as 
possible.  Please see school 
website employment section 
for full job details at www.
aftoncsd.org.  Send letter of 
interest, school application, 
and credentials to:  Timothy 
McNamara, Superintendent, 
PO Box 5, Afton NY 13730. 
Call 607-639-8229 with any 
questions.  Deadline for ap-
plication and all materials is 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018.

12-28(1w)b 

For sAle

help WAnteD

legAl

legAl

legAl

legAl

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, 
that the Bainbridge Fire Dis-
trict of the Town of Bain-
bridge, Chenango County, 
New York will hold its Orga-
nizational Meeting on Sunday 
January 7, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. at 
the Bainbridge Fire Station, 
22 West Main Street, Bain-
bridge, New York. 

All meetings of the Bain-
bridge Fire District are open 
to the public. 

This notice is being posted 
in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 94 of the Pub-
lic Officers Law of the State of 
New York.

By order of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners of the 
Bainbridge Fire District.

Sandra K. Zorda
Secretary
Bainbridge Fire District
1-4(1w)b

 

NOTICE is hereby given 
that the undersigned collector 
of taxes in and for the Town 
of Masonville has received 
the tax roll and warrant for 
the collection of taxes for the 
present year and that I will at-
tend at 1890 State Hwy 206 in 
said Town Monday thru Fri-
day by appointment, calling 
607-265-4010 ext 5 in each 
week for thirty days from the 
date thereof for the purpose of 
receiving the taxes assessed 
upon such roll.

NOTICE taxes may be paid 
on or before January 31, 2018 
without charge or interest. 
On all such taxes remaining 
unpaid after January 31, 2018 
one percent for each month 
and fraction thereof thereafter 
until the return of unpaid tax-
es is made by the collector to 
the County Treasurer pursuant 
to Law.

Dated: December 30, 2017.
Linda Bourn
Tax Collector
Town of Masonville
1-11(2w)b 

COLLECTORS NOTICE 
OF RECEIPT OF TAX ROLL 
AND WARRANT

TAKE NOTICE, that I 
the undersigned Collector of 
Taxes for the Town of Afton, 
Chenango County, New York, 
have received the Tax Roll and 
Warrant for the collection of 
taxes for the fiscal year 2018 
and the I will attend at the 
town office in said Town of 
Afton, at 204 County Road 39 
from January 3,2018 to Janu-
ary 31, 2018 during the regu-
lar office hours of Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 9 
am to 12:30 pm and from 1:15 
pm to 5 pm.

TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE Taxes may be paid be-
fore January 31, 2018 without 
fee or penalty, after which a 
one percent penalty will be 
added for each month and 
fraction of month thereafter 
until the return of the unpaid 
taxes are made by the Collec-
tor to the County Treasurer 
pursuant to NYS Law.

Dated December 29, 2017
Rosemarie A Klatz
Collector of Taxes
Town of Afton
1-4(1w)b 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that the Clerk/Collector of the 
Town of Sidney, Delaware 
County, New York, upon re-
ceipt of the Tax Roll and War-
rant for the collection of taxes 
within the Town of Sidney for 
the year 2018, will collect said 
taxes each week in January 
2018 at the Town Clerk’s Of-
fice, Civic Center, Village of 
Sidney on Monday through 
Friday, except for legal holi-
days, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. (closed 1 to 2 p.m. for 
lunch). 

ALSO PLEASE NOTE 
taxes may be mailed to the 
Town Clerk/Collector, Civic 
Center, 21 Liberty St., Sidney, 
NY 13838 and a receipt will 
be returned if requested.

TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE that taxes may be paid 
on or before January 31 with-
out penalty or interest.  On all 
taxes received after that date, 
interest shall be added at the 
rate of 1% per month, or frac-
tion thereof, until the taxes are 
paid or until the tax rolls are 
returned to the County Trea-
surer pursuant to law.

Dated:  December 28, 2017
Lisa A. French
Clerk/Collector
1-4(1w)b 

This will mean more fl exibility for submissions, 
especially around Monday holidays, and 
timelier reporting.

Beginning the week of Jan. 15, our deadline will 
change from Mondays to Tuesdays at 4 p.m. for 
ALL submitted ads and copy.

Subscribers, effective Jan. 19 you will get your 
newspaper in the mail on Fridays and stores will 
get their copies Thursdays.

The Tri-Town News offi ce at 85 Main St., Sidney 
will now be open Monday through Thursday; 

closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday.

Email ttnews@tritownnews.com 
or call 561-3526 with any questions.

ATTENTION 
TRI-TOWN NEWS READERS:

Our 
deadline and 
publication 
dates are 
changing!
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ChUrCh DireCtory
AFTON

First Baptist Church
30 Caswell St., Afton

Chris Prezorski, pastor
Josh Clink, pastor

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
Life groups: 11:05 a.m.

607-639-1030 

Mercy Fellowship
967 Rt. 41 North, Afton

Friday prayer: 7 p.m.
Sunday worship: 10 a.m. 

St. Agnes Catholic Church
14 Spring St., Afton

Darr Schoenhofen, pastor
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

967-4481 

St. Ann’s Episcopal Church
128 S. Main St., Afton
Fr. David Hanselman

Sunday worship: 9:15 a.m. 
639-2330

Alcoholic’s Anonymous:
Open meetings: Sundays, 7 

p.m.
Closed meetings: Thursdays, 

7 p.m. 

BAINBRIDGE

First Baptist Church
12 S. Main St., Bainbridge
Wendy Depew Partelow, 

pastor
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
Church office: 967-8034

Pastor: 315-750-0997
www.bainbridgefbc.com

 

First Presbyterian Church
3 Church St., Bainbridge
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.

967-8021 

St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church

32 S. Main St., Bainbridge
Darr Schoenhofen, pastor
Saturday Mass: 5:15 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 11 a.m.
967-4481 

St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church

1 Church St., Bainbridge
Rebecca (Becky) Drebert, 

pastor
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.

967-3441 

GILBERTSVILLE

Gilbertsville Baptist 
Church

Corner of Commercial and 
Elm streets, Gilbertsville

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
783-2993 

HARPURSVILLE

Harpursville United Meth-
odist Church

3500 State Rt. 79, 
Harpursville

Sue Crawson-Brizzolara, 
pastor

Sunday worship: 11 a.m.
240-9139 

MASONVILLE

Masonville Federated 
Church

Corner of State Rt. 8 and 
State Rt. 206, Masonville

Thomas Vance, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

265-3774 

MT. UPTON

Mt. Upton United Method-
ist Church

1741 State Rt. 8, Mt. Upton
Brandilynne Craver, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

764-8536 

NORWICH

Springvale Open Door 
Church

361 Co. Rd. 34, Norwich
Ken Kolb, pastor

Sunday worship: 11:30 a.m.
693-1469 

OTEGO

First Christian Church of 
Otego

704 Co. Rt. 6, Otego
Bob Thompson, pastor

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.

988-7144 

Unatego Community 
Church

290 Main St., Otego
Brian Cutting, pastor

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.
369-7425

unatego-church@live.com 

United Methodist Church
8 Church St., Otego

Brandilynne Craver, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

988-2866
 

SIDNEY

Assembly of God
Plankenhorn Rd., Sidney

Robert Perkins, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.

563-8247
sidneyag@stny.rr.com 

First Baptist Church
28 River St., Sidney

Kenneth Southworth, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.

Church office: 563-8456
Parsonage: 563-1166

firstbaptistchrc@stny.rr.com
www.sidneyfbc.com 

First Congregational 
Church

1 Bridge St., Sidney
Patricia Robinson, pastor

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.
563-1329 

Sacred Heart Church
15 Liberty St., Sidney

Bernard Osei Ampong, pastor
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8:30 & 10:30 
a.m.

563-1591 

St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church

139 W. Main St., Sidney
Ernie Varga, pastor

Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
Church office: 563-1806
Pastor home: 265-3829

Pastor cell: 413-212-8202 

United Methodist Church
12 Liberty St., Sidney

Thomas Pullyblank, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m.

563-1921 

United Presbyterian 
Church of East Guilford

Corner of State Rt. 8 and Co. 
Rd. 35

Patty Wolff, pastor
Sunday worship: 9 a.m.

563-1083
www.eastguilfordpc.org

 
UNADILLA

First Presbyterian Church
156 Main St., Unadilla

Paul E. C. Hamilton, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

369-4630 

First United Methodist 
Church

170 Main St., Unadilla
Brandilynne Craver, pastor

Sunday worship: 9 a.m.
761-6519

www.unaumc.org 

Friends Church
747 Rogers Hollow Rd., 

Unadilla
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

563-2053 

Sand Hill United Methodist 
Church

127 Sand Hill Rd., Unadilla
Sunday worship: 9 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church

240 Main St., Unadilla
Charles Bailey, Deacon
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.

369-3081 

Unadilla Center United 
Methodist Church

1203 Butternut Rd., Unadilla
Sunday worship: 9 a.m.

369-4360
 
WELLS BRIDGE

Wells Bridge Baptist
7 Church St., Wells Bridge

David Steensma, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

988-7090
 

The Tri-Town News Church 
Directory will be printed 
in the first edition of every 
month.

If you want your church or 
other religious organization 
listed in the Tri-Town News 
church directory, send the in-
formation to ttnews@tritown-
news.com.

 

EAST MAIN LANES

Monday Morning Coffee 
League

Standings:
YoYo’s 94-26
Rosebuds 88-32
Foxes 68-52
Four on the Floor 64-56
Country Girls 64-56
Silver Belle’s 48-72
Lucky Sevens 42-78
150+:
P. Stilson 153; J. Roof 154; C. 

Daughtrey 156; S. Beames 
174; S. Stracka 162-166; 
A. Berg 166; C. Leizear 
195-160; P. Carmey 168.

450+: 
S. Straka 465; C. Leizear 456. 

Algonkin Motel Mixed 
Scratch League

Standings:
Jim’s Auto Repair 156-84
Stretch Contracting 137-103
East Main Lanes 128-112
Algonkin Motel 120-120
Gilbert Plumbing 110-130
Prinz Excavating 69-171
High Games:
C. Luca 254, 254, 258cg; K. 

Macumber 234cg, 243cg, 
248cg; J. Sloan 222, 
224cg, 235cg; D. Page 
216, 231, 222; L. Stage 
213; M. Mazzarella 208; 
B. Shelton 204, 234cg; 
R. Sassano 223, 202; R. 
Liberatore 201, 215cg; 
R. Fisher 236cg, 234cg; 
B. Rowe 201cg; K. Sow-
ersby 218cg, 268cg; F. 
Prinz 200; R. McClenon 
214; D. Finch 208, 254; B. 
Walker 205cg, 238, 215; 
M. Anderson 208, 208; M. 
Brewer 258cg.

High Series:
C. Luca 766; K. Macumber 

725; J. Sloan 681; D. Page 
669; K. Sowersby 659; B. 
Walker 658; D. Finch 653; 
R. Fisher 643; M. Brewer 
623; R. Sassano 612. 

City League
Standings:
Ermetis 91-29
B K Coffee 68-52
J&M Trophies 62-58
East Main Lanes 50-70
Universal Forest Products 

49-71

OrangeMen 40-80
HIGH SERIES:
Chad C. 742; Kevin M. 660; 

Barry M. 651; Bruce S. 
648; Larry S. 627; Jamie 
C. 613; Scott F. 604.

200 Games:
Kevin M. 222-233-205; Barry 

M. 223-203-225; Chad C. 
268-279; Larry S. 226-
202; Jamie C. 212-214; 
Bruce S. 256; Scott F. 239; 
Rob Y. 232; Reese C. 230; 
Steve P. 226; Bob R. 221; 
Scott H. 216; Phil D. 215; 
Mark M. 203.

CLEAN GAMES:
There were 9 clean games and 

6 splits made. 

Wednesday Mixed League
Standings:
3 Muskateers 72-56
Buckaroos 68-60
Grandparents 64-64
Lucky devils 52-76
High single scratch:
G. Harris 189; P. Stilson 172.
High single handicap:
R. Wheeler 219; S. Harris 204.
High triple scratch:
A. Markle 465; S. Harris 465.
High triple handicap:
R. Wheeler 566; W. Bookhout 

574.  

GALAXY BOWL

Wednesday Night Earlybird 
League

Standings:
Trash Mashers 77-51
Bruning Enterprises 66-62
Lottie’s Angels 57-71
J & M Trophies 56-72
High Single:
L. Boice – 225.
High Series:
L. Boice – 558.
High Games:
L. Boice – 225; L. Mason – 

180; K. Bruning – 186.
High Series:
B. Solomon – 513; L. Boice 

– 558; L. Cole – 502; K. 
Bruning – 502. 

Thursday Morning Winter 
League

Standings:
Ups & Downs 88-40
The Card Sharks 86-42
Head Bangers 84-44

4 Lane’s 78-50
Gutter Dusters 70-58
Up & Coming 62-66
4 Deep 54-74
Ladybugs 46-82
Dizzy Dames 40-88
Friends 32-96
150+:
W. Lane 168; J. Walley 176-

177; P. Lane 178-170-183; 
J. Adams 190-160; J. Bak-
er 157; G. Lindroth 153; 
E. Briggs 155; C. Brund-
age 187; B. Butler 151; S. 
Amatuccio 159-159; M. 
Burlison 259-179-221; C. 
Brown 151-167; l. Wiggins 
162; K. Bruning 181-205-
170; E. Bentlyewski 150; 
D. Whaley 246-238-265; 
T. Robinson 163; D. Frit-
zsch 177-167.

450+:
P. Lane 531; J. Walley 489; D. 

Northrop 489; J. Adams 
485; C. Brundage 455; C. 
Brown 459; M. Burlison 
659; K. Bruning 556; D. 
Whaley 749; D. Fritzsch 
462.  

Thursday Night Pitch 
League

Standings:
Sharon & Amy 41 - 16
Dawn & Roni 37 - 20
Craig & Jim 34 - 23 (playoff)
Sharon & Rich 34 - 23
Ray & Mark 33 - 24
Cindy & Jay 32 - 25
Lorraine & Clyde 32 - 25
John & Nevin 32 - 25
Colleen & Cindy 30 - 27
Christal & Dawn 30 - 27
Carolyn & Janine 29 - 28
Pat & Timmie 29 - 28
Lee & Cindy 28 - 29
Ron & Mark 25 - 32
Lance & Heather 25 - 32
David & John 21 - 36
Emily & Frieda 21 - 36
Barbara & John 21 - 36
Susan & Kathy 18 - 39
Linda & Ernie 16 - 31 

Thursday Night Men’s 
Handicap League

Standings:
244 Racing 249.5
Ball Busters 222.5
Galaxy Bowl 219
New Concept Machining 

212.5
Koch’s Touring 205

Fuller Holds Top MAC Bowling Average, 
Looks to Finish Top of Section

BAINBRIDGE - Ed Fuller rolled the second 300 game of his career Monday, Dec. 18. This was 
his first 300 during a high school match. Fuller continues to hold the highest average not only 
out of the Bobcats but the entire MAC League for the second year in a row. He holds hopes 
of finishing with the highest average in all of Section IV.

Whales Coins + More 204
Bainbridge Memorials 199
Jim’s Auto Repair 185
Southtown Dairy 141.5
Team 10 112
High Single:
R. Johnson 300; C. Erceq 299.
High Triple:
J. Garvey 772.

 
Sunday Night All Stars 

League
Standings:
Glover & Glover 76-44
Meres & Meres 70-50
Haynes & Haynes 68-52
Gransbury & Gransbury 

64-56
Bruning & Bruning 62-58
Patrick & Patrick 50-52
Amerman & Smith 58-62
Wicks & Wicks 49-71
Mott & Mott 48-72
Tallmadge & Tallmadge 

43-77
High Individual Single:

High Individual Triple:
Shawn Patrick 648; Margie 

Mott 602.
 

INDEPENDENT 
BOWLING LEAGUE

Standings:
Margie & Tim 71-55
“MoJo” 65-58
Jenifer & Clyde 64-62
Sidney Typo 63-63
Whales & the Grump 61-65
Lisa & Bobby 51-75
Scratch Game Women: 
Margie Mott 267.
Scratch Game Men: 
Dylan Whaley 259.
Scratch Series Women: 
Margie Mott 688.
Scratch Series Men: 

Dylan Whaley 666.
Handicap Game Women: 
Margie Mott 306.
Handicap Game Men: 
Dylan Whaley 269.
Handicap Series Women: 
Margie Mott 805.
Handicap Series Men: 
Bobby Shimer 699.
Honor Scores:
Margie Mott 267, 226, 195; 

Dylan Whaley 259, 208; 
John Dello 224; Richard 
Johnson 217, 215, 202; 
Tim Harmon 202; Lisa 
Page 181; Jenifer Fuller 
176; Anne Mott 160.

Honor Series:
Margie Mott 688; Dylan 

Whaley 666; Richard 
Johnson 634. 
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Delaware Valley Humane Society
and McDowell & Walker

Your Pet’s
Favorite Store!!

Present:

Pet of the Week
Beau

Beau is a 3 year old Rotweiler/Mastif 
who loves kids and everyone he 

meets. He needs to be 
the only animal in the home. 

Beau is neutered and housetrained.

AFTON
11 Mill St.

Afton, NY 13730
Store: (607)639-2331

DELHI
4 Depot St.

Delhi, NY 13753
Store: (607)746-2314
Shop: (607)746-6601

SIDNEY
5 Mang Dr.

Sidney, NY 13838
Store: (607)563-9797
Shop: (607)563-9823

This will mean more fl exibility for submissions, 
especially around Monday holidays, and 
timelier reporting.

Beginning the week of Jan. 15, our deadline will 
change from Mondays to Tuesdays at 4 p.m. for 
ALL submitted ads and copy.

Subscribers, effective Jan. 19 you will get your 
newspaper in the mail on Fridays and stores will 
get their copies Thursdays.

The Tri-Town News offi ce at 85 Main St., Sidney 
will now be open Monday through Thursday; 

closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday.

Email ttnews@tritownnews.com 
or call 561-3526 with any questions.

ATTENTION 
TRI-TOWN NEWS READERS:

Our 
deadline and 
publication 
dates are 
changing!

By Allison Collins

GUILFORD – Suzette 
Hayes, owner of Black Horse 
Yoga Studio in Guilford, will 
welcome preexisting and pro-
spective clients to the Satur-
day, Jan. 6 and Sunday, Jan. 
7 grand opening of her new, 
dedicated studio space at 742 
Gospel Hill Road, Guilford. 

The building, constructed 
to accommodate Hayes’ grow-
ing clientele, maintains the 
charm of her initial, in-home 
studio, begun in 2009. Before 
focusing all her energies on 
yoga instruction, Hayes was 
the longtime village clerk for 

Unadilla. 
Beyond the spacious, 36 ft. 

by 36 ft. practice area com-
plete with beam-mounted 
hooks for aerial yoga ham-
mocks, electric fireplace and 
wall-to-wall windows, the 
new studio includes space for 
reiki, acupuncture, ayurvedic 
and massage treatments and 
a kitchen for Hayes’ nutrition 
counseling sessions. 

Hayes said her introduc-
tion to yoga came early in life, 
after she “peeked around cor-
ners” to watch a visiting, Cali-
fornian aunt perform her own 
practice. Hayes, who took up 
yoga in the ‘80s, said she con-

tinued honing her own skills 
for years before considering 
instruction.

“I used to fill in in Bain-
bridge for my own yoga in-
structor, John Stowe,” she 
said. “He is the one who 
actually pushed me into 
(instructing).” 

In the intervening years, 
Hayes said, she has earned 
certifications through vari-
ous yoga training schools and 
completed more than 1,200 
training hours. As part of that, 
Hayes said, she has studied 
human anatomy and physiolo-
gy extensively to better equip 
her to not only teach the pos-

tures of yoga, but also adjust 
and tailor each practice to its 
participants.

After considering several 
local churches and vacant 
buildings, Hayes said, she 
and husband Jack committed 
to keeping Black Horse Yoga 
Studio on the property where 
it started. 

“I wanted it to be a refuge 
and an oasis,” Hayes said, “so 
we just said, ‘we’ll put it on 
our property.’” 

Hayes said she hopes, in 
time, to offer on-site yoga re-
treats that incorporate her ex-
panse of land, walking trails, 
wellness workshops and more. 

For now, she said, Black 
Horse Yoga Studio will re-
sume offering the variety of 
classes for which it is known, 
beginning with a “Yoga Slow 
& Strong” session Monday, 
Jan. 8. 

Hayes teaches private, 
gentle and traditional Kripalu 
yoga, Lakshmi Volker chair 
yoga, aerial yoga, spa and re-
storative yoga and Deep Play 
for Kids yoga, all with an em-
phasis on safety and keeping 
postures aligned with indi-
vidual ability. 

Her clients, she said, span 
all ages, though Hayes added 
that she is hopeful to intro-

duce Black Horse Yoga Stu-
dio to more people in the 20 
to 30 demographic.

Hayes’ attention to detail 
and the breadth of her knowl-
edge, she said, have kept cli-
ents coming back. Her “big 
following” is, she said, actu-
ally more like family.

She said, “I just feel like 
we’re one big family here.”

To learn more and, as 
Hayes’ slogan says, “realize 
more joy because you matter,” 
find Black Horse Yoga Studio 
on Instagram and Facebook, 
visit blackhorseyoga.com or 
call 895-6321.

Black Horse Yoga Studio Expands, Welcomes Guests to Jan. 6 & 7 Grand Opening

By Allison Collins

SIDNEY – In an effort to 
promote awareness and fos-
ter preparedness, Sidney’s 
Sacred Heart Church, located 
at 15 Liberty St., will host an 
informational active shooter/
disturbance training facili-
tated by the Delaware County 
Sheriff’s Office Wednesday, 
Jan. 17 at 10 a.m. The train-
ing will focus specifically 
on safety during faith-based 
events at churches and houses 
of worship.

Sacred Heart administrator 
Paula Ciborowski said hosting 
the training is the result of in-
tent within the Albany-region 
diocese paired with support 
from the Delaware County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Ciborowski, who serves as 
Sacred Heart’s religious edu-
cation coordinator and as a 
“safe environment facilitator 
for the diocese,” explained, 
“The diocese of Albany (was) 
holding trainings around the 
diocese because we have to 
build awareness … because 
active shooter disturbances 
(are) happening more and 
more.” 

After planning to attend a 
training in Latham, she said, 
the church received a for-
tuitous offer from the local 

sheriff’s office. She said, “The 
sheriff’s department had sent 
out flyers to local churches on 
safety and I just took the op-
portunity to take them up on 
their offer and said, ‘Please do 
a training here.’” 

Delaware County Sheriff 
Craig DuMond will facilitate 
the training. 

He said, “Because of the ac-
tive shooter situations we’ve 
been hearing about all over 
the country… the New York 
State Sheriff’s Association 
decided we should start reach-
ing out to faith-based groups 
and houses of worship as they 
deemed fit.” 

The training, expected to 
last about an hour, will be 
strictly informational, Du-
Mond said, with the possibil-
ity of hosting practical pre-
paredness drills in the future. 

“We reached out to all 
churches in Delaware Coun-
ty,” DuMond said, “and (Sa-
cred Heart) is the first place 
that’s asked for it.” 

He explained, “It’s an in-
formational training to help 
church personnel determine 
what they can do in the event 
of an active shooter situation.” 
He added, “We may come 
back at later time to help with 
a drill.” 

Ciborowski said she has 

distributed information on 
the training to “all churches 
in Sidney” and surrounding 
towns. 

“It’s for anybody that at-
tends church,” she said. “Peo-
ple like our teachers, ushers 
and catechists; people who 
would be there at the fore-
front if there is a disturbance; 
people who would be leading 
others.” Ciboroswki added, 
“(It’s for) anybody that works 
for the church or is a regular 
volunteer, to (make them) 
aware of what might need to 
happen for the safety of our 
children and our parishio-
ners.” Though the training is 
intended for church personnel, 
Ciborowski said, its message 
can “benefit anybody” and the 
public is welcome to attend. 

The training, DuMond 
said, will include screening of 
a video entitled “Run. Hide. 
Fight.” developed by law en-
forcement. The film, he said, 
is “designed to give a basic 
understanding of what anyone 
can do in any active shooter 
situation.” He added that an 
open dialogue will follow the 
viewing. 

For more information on 
the Jan. 17 active shooter/dis-
turbance training, contact Sa-
cred Heart at 563-1591.

Sidney Church Takes Proactive Step with 
Jan. 17 Safety Training


