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2009 Subaru Forester Limited all wheel drive, 2.5L 4cyl, auto 
trans, air cond, sunroof, htd leather seats, alloy wheels, 1 recall, 

green, 83 053 miles, Was 11969

 $10,969
Plus tax, title & registration.

NOW!
includes lifetime powertrain warranty

by allison collins 

SidNey – For the past 
three years, big changes have 
been underway on the Sidney 
central School campus, with 
major renovations, upgrades 
and eco-friendly improve-
ments made throughout the 
sprawling campus as part of 
a voter-approved $14 mil-
lion district overhaul.  most 
recently, work began on a 
roughly $1 million redesign of 
the kindergarten wing in what 
was once the pearl Street el-
ementary School. 

Superintendent of the dis-
trict dr. william christensen 
said the ongoing projects will 
incur “no local costs,” as the 
district is pulling from its cap-

ital reserves, valued at around 
$9.5 million and the funding 
is bonded.

“it’s monies we’ve been 
putting aside,” christensen 
noted. 

already, the elementary 
classrooms function on an 
academy model, christensen 
said, calling it a “holistic ap-
proach” to education wherein 
young students eat, play and 
learn together all in the same 
space. Once completed, he 
said, the redesigned class-
room spaces will dovetail en-
vironment with instructional 
methodology.

“it’s a really neat concept,” 
christensen said, adding, 
“The kids are developing ear-
ly bonds and we’re teaching 

as many social skills as aca-
demic … and the space we’re 
building really fits into that.” 

The space, currently gut-
ted with construction in full 
swing, will convert into four 
kindergarten classrooms, 
each with en suite bathroom 
and an in-classroom sink, 
christensen said. The wing, 
which was originally built 
circa 1955, will also get new 
lighting, all-new furniture, 
new, more spacious windows, 
updated plumbing and electric 
and new walls. 

Noting that, upon comple-
tion, the wing “will fit the 
academy model,” christensen 
said he anticipates work being 
done by mid- to late-april. he 
said, “That’s our goal.” work 

Sidney Central’s Youngest Get New 
Digs as Part of $14 Million Upgrade

Demolition began on what was formerly part of the Pearl Street Elementary School in early 
November. When finished, in 2018, the space will be a renovated kindergarten wing.See Upgrade, page 4

by allison collins

aFTON – The afton cen-
tral School community gath-
ered wednesday, Nov. 29 for 
the memorial dedication and 
renaming of its auditorium for 
the late afton teacher mar-
gery “marge” Secrest. Secrest 
was honored for her more 
than 50 years of service to the 
school as a civics and english 
teacher and, later, member 
and president of the afton 
board of education. She was 

also recognized for decades of 
devotion to her many roles in 
the community. Secrest, who 
began work at the school in 
1952, remained active therein 
until her death in 2014.

Several current afton cen-
tral School teachers and ad-
ministrators credited Secrest 
with inspiring their own ca-
reer paths, including recently 
retired superintendent betty 
briggs. briggs said she was 
a student of Secrest’s middle 
school english class and, 

through adulthood, enjoyed 
her mentorship.

“She was definitely like a 
mentor to me,” briggs said, 
adding, “She definitely helped 
when she was board of educa-
tion president and i was su-
perintendent. She was just a 
very big support.” 

Taking a page out of Se-
crest’s book, briggs noted, 
“happened to a lot of people.” 
She said, “She was so in-
fluential in a lot of people’s 
lives and people started doing 

Afton Central Memorializes Margery 
Secrest with Renamed Auditorium

Afton BOE president MaryAnn Palmatier (left) officially dedicates the school’s auditorium as 
the Margery Secrest Memorial Auditorium while fellow board members look on during the 
Wednesday, Nov. 29 ceremony. See Auditorium, page 4

by allison collins

uNadiLLa – in a letter 
taped to the doors of the un-
adilla great american, it was 
announced wednesday, Nov. 
29 that the longtime village 
grocery will close its doors, 
effective dec. 15. 

Owner kyle westcott, who 
purchased the property in 
2011, said the “heartbreak-

ing” decision to close was 
difficult to make, but fiscally 
necessary. 

while the store’s closure 
comes as a blow to the small 
community, many are par-
ticularly worried about what, 
if anything, will replace the 
great american and what the 
closure will mean for village 
elderly and disabled and prop-
erty values. 

westcott, who has been 
with the company since 1982, 
said the store’s closure has 
been a steadily increasing 
likelihood, instigated by the 
onset of “big box stores.”

“we kept it alive as long as 
we could for the community 
and the employees,” westcott 
said, adding, “i love unadilla 
and i always said, ‘i won’t 
close until i absolutely have 

to.’” 
Though westcott noted that 

the property was sold to a re-
altor, he said he is unaware of 
future plans for the site. much 
of the speculation following 
the Nov. 29 announcement 
suggests the arrival of a dol-
lar store, something westcott 
said he could not confirm. he 
did, however, recognize the 
inevitably stronger buying 

power behind such a corpo-
rate entity. 

Noting that the great 
american chain, which grew 
out of Victory markets in 
the 1970s, was a “very viable 
company way back when, be-
fore the box stores came out,” 
westcott said, “(unadilla) had 
dedicated shoppers, so it’s 
tough … but some of these 
small communities just don’t 

have the population to support 
a business.” 

westcott praised the loyalty 
of local shoppers, noting, “i’m 
so attached to the people and 
employees of unadilla … it’s a 
very heartbreaking thing that 
had to happen.” The closure 
will mean loss of employment 
for the entire 15-person un-
adilla staff. 

in the absence of the un-

Unadilla Great American to Close its Doors Dec. 15

See Great American, page 4

SidNey – effective Jan. 
1, 2018, Tri-Town regional 
hospital (Trh) in Sidney 
will become a satellite emer-
gency department of a.O. Fox 
hospital. The facility will be 
renamed a.O. Fox hospital – 
Tri-Town campus. Services 
will not be impacted by this 
transition. both locations will 
continue to be part of the bas-
sett healthcare Network.

“The conversion to a satel-
lite emergency department is a 
regulatory-related change that 
will not impact services to 
our patients,” bassett health-
care Network executive Vice 
president and chief Operat-
ing Officer andrew manzer 
explained in a press state-
ment. he added, “an around-
the-clock physician-staffed 
emergency department (with) 

laboratory and radiology ser-
vices will remain available at 
Tri-Town, along with a variety 
of specialty services, includ-
ing orthopedic care.” 

Transport of critical pa-
tients, manzer noted, will be 
case-based. he said, “patients 
who need a higher level of 
care will continue to be trans-
ported to the closest acute 
care hospital appropriate to 

Tri-Town Regional Hospital to Start 2018 as 
Emergency Department of A.O. Fox

See Hospital, page 4
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Pastor’s Pen

$7.00
All-You-Can-Eat
Eggs to order, bacon, 
sausage, original & 
blueberry pancakes, toast, 
sausage gravy biscuits, 
hash browns, coffee, tea, 
and juice

Charles L. Jacobi American Legion Post 
183 Invites You Over For Breakfast

Sunday, December 10
from 8am-11am at

22 Union St. in Sidney

Circle Drive I & II Apartments
232 Circle Drive

Sidney, NY 13838

232 Circle Drive  •  Sidney, NY 13838

APPLY
TODAY!

LIVE here
     live WELL

Circle Drive I & II Apartments o� ers a new life of convenience for
area families and individuals. Circle Drive I & II o� ers renovated two

bedroom apartments � lled with all of the amenities you desire. You’ll � nd a
friendly, comfortable home in a stimulating environment at Circle Drive.

� is is a Smoke Free Community!

•  Two Bedroom Units • Emergency Maintenance
• Subsidy Available •  Playgrounds
• Carpet and Vinyl Flooring • Storage Room
• Mini-Blinds • Laundry Facilities
• Fully Equipped Kitchens • Less than one mile to downtown
• Discounted Cable TV Package  Shopping, Financial Institutions,
   Restaurants and School.

CALL NOW: (607) 563-8333
TTY: 1-800-662-1220

Email: circledrive@coniferllc.com
www.coniferliving.com

*Income Restrictions do apply

by the rev. ernie Varga, 
St. Luke’s Lutheran church, 
Sidney

Sunday, dec. 3 marked the 
first Sunday in advent.  in 
the church year, advent is the 
time before christmas when 
we prepare for Jesus’ coming 
as that child in bethlehem. it 
is also a time when we get in 
on the rat race, readying our-
selves so that we can celebrate 
christmas day with family 
and friends.  The commer-
cialism of the holidays seem 
to have started earlier than 
normal.  black Friday sales 
started before Thanksgiving; 
almost even before hallow-
een.  This and shopping early 
on Thanksgiving takes away 
from christmas.  Then there 
is the baking, cooking and 
planning before the great day 
arrives.

all this moves us away from 
the true meaning of christ-
mas. we many times fail to 
prepare what’s important for 

christmas. Looking back, i 
guess it was the same in Jesus’ 
day. people then were busy 
with the census that emperor 
augustus mandated.  each 
having to travel to the place 
of their origin. Then there 
was the trading and gathering 
items for everyday needs.  Just 
like us.  if it wasn’t for the an-
gels to the shepherds and the 
star leading the wise men to 
Jesus, the world as they know 
it would be unaware that Jesus 
had even been born. it was a 
great god event in their world 
and ours. 

The message of advent 
and the joy of christmas is 
still very important.  advent 
is a time of preparation of 
our hearts and minds for hav-
ing christ in our lives. it not 
a time of shopping and all 
the other things we do before 
christmas, but a time to re-
flect on the greatness of god 
in our world.  we need to take 
a step back and find the time 
to reflect on god’s presence in 

our mundane (everyday) lives.  
Time to reflect on god and all 
of his wonderful creation. To 
realize that our lives are total-
ly dependent on what god has 
done for us and his presence 
in all of creation.

god came into our lives 
so that we may experience a 
god who identifies with us 
in almost every way. he ex-
perienced all of our emotions 
with joy and sorrow, ups and 
downs. with sickness and 
health, Jesus is present with 
us.  Jesus also showed us 
god’s great love for us. That 
we have forgiveness no mat-
ter how we have lived or how 
dark our closets are. 

Jesus on christmas brought 
us god’s love and new life. as 
we experience the joy of this 
holiday we must also look 
forward to good Friday and 
easter, when Jesus went to the 
cross as sacrifice for our sins.  
he made it possible for us to 
be in total unity with god and 
have the guarantee of heaven, 

in spite of our human nature.
in essence god the Father 

is the perfect gift giver. he 
gave us the gift that keeps on 
giving: the gift of eternal life.  
The joy and peace we can 
have in him as he becomes 
our center. Therefore, the gifts 
we give to one another are the 
representation of what god 
give to us. 

as you run through this 
season, take a moment to re-
flect on what is truly import 
and meaningful to your life. 
it’s not the decoration or the 
baking or even the shopping, 
but the peace and love only 
god in Jesus can give to us.  

if you do not have a church 
home, we welcome you to 
attend St. Luke’s Lutheran 
church on west main in Sid-
ney every Sunday at 10 a.m. 
and on christmas eve at 7 
p.m. we welcome all people, 
no matter the race, creed or 
orientation.

ChurCh DireCtory
AFTON

First Baptist Church
30 caswell St., afton

chris prezorski, pastor
Josh clink, pastor

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
Life groups: 11:05 a.m.

607-639-1030 

St. Agnes Catholic Church
14 Spring St., afton

darr Schoenhofen, pastor
Sunday mass: 8:30 a.m.

967-4481 

St. Ann’s Episcopal Church
128 S. main St., afton
Fr. david hanselman

Sunday worship: 9:15 a.m. 
639-2330

alcoholic’s anonymous:
Open meetings: Sundays, 7 

p.m.
closed meetings: Thursdays, 

7 p.m. 

BAINBRIDGE

First Baptist Church
12 S. main St., bainbridge
wendy depew partelow, 

pastor
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
church office: 967-8034

pastor: 315-750-0997
www.bainbridgefbc.com 

First Presbyterian Church
3 church St., bainbridge
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.

967-8021 

St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church

32 S. main St., bainbridge
darr Schoenhofen, pastor
Saturday mass: 5:15 p.m.

Sunday mass: 11 a.m.
967-4481 

St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church

1 church St., bainbridge
rebecca (becky) drebert, 

pastor
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.

967-3441 

GILBERTSVILLE

Gilbertsville Baptist 
Church

corner of commercial and 
elm streets, gilbertsville

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
783-2993 

HARPURSVILLE

Harpursville United Meth-
odist Church

3500 State rt. 79, 
harpursville

Sue crawson-brizzolara, 
pastor

Sunday worship: 11 a.m.
240-9139 

MASONVILLE

Masonville Federated 
Church

corner of State rt. 8 and 
State rt. 206, masonville

Thomas Vance, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

265-3774 

MT. UPTON

Mt. Upton United Method-
ist Church

1741 State rt. 8, mt. upton
Justin hood, pastor

Sunday worship: 11 a.m.
764-8536 

NORWICH

Springvale Open Door 
Church

361 co. rd. 34, Norwich
ken kolb, pastor

Sunday worship: 11:30 a.m.
693-1469 

OTEGO

First Christian Church of 
Otego

704 co. rt. 6, Otego
bob Thompson, pastor

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.

988-7144 

Unatego Community 
Church

290 main St., Otego
brian cutting, pastor

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

369-7425
unatego-church@live.com 

United Methodist Church
8 church St., Otego

brandilynne craver, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

988-2866
 

SIDNEY

Assembly of God
plankenhorn rd., Sidney

robert perkins, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.

563-8247
sidneyag@stny.rr.com 

First Baptist Church
28 river St., Sidney

kenneth Southworth, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.

church office: 563-8456
parsonage: 563-1166

firstbaptistchrc@stny.rr.com
www.sidneyfbc.com 

First Congregational 
Church

1 bridge St., Sidney
patricia robinson, pastor

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.
563-1329 

Sacred Heart Church
15 Liberty St., Sidney

bernard Osei ampong, pastor
Saturday mass: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday mass: 8:30 & 10:30 
a.m.

563-1591 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
139 w. main St., Sidney

ernie Varga, pastor
Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
church office: 563-1806
pastor home: 265-3829

pastor cell: 413-212-8202 

United Methodist Church
12 Liberty St., Sidney

Thomas pullyblank, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m.

563-1921 

United Presbyterian 
Church of East Guilford

corner of State rt. 8 and co. 
rd. 35

patty wolff, pastor

Sunday worship: 9 a.m.
563-1083

www.eastguilfordpc.org
 

UNADILLA

First Presbyterian Church
156 main St., unadilla

paul e. c. hamilton, pastor
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

369-4630 

First United Methodist 
Church

170 main St., unadilla
brandilynne craver, pastor

Sunday worship: 9 a.m.
761-6519

www.unaumc.org 

Friends Church
747 rogers hollow rd., 

unadilla
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

563-2053 

Sand Hill United Methodist 
Church

127 Sand hill rd., unadilla
Sunday worship: 9 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church

240 main St., unadilla
Scott garno, rector

Sunday worship: 10 a.m.
369-3081 

Unadilla Center United 
Methodist Church

1203 butternut rd., unadilla
Sunday worship: 9 a.m.

369-4360
 
WELLS BRIDGE

Wells Bridge Baptist
7 church St., wells bridge

david Steensma, pastor
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

988-7090
 

The Tri-Town News church 
directory will be printed 
in the first edition of every 
month.

if you want your church or 
other religious organization 
listed in the Tri-Town News 
church directory, send the in-
formation to ttnews@tritown-
news.com.

SidNey - The cantata 
choir of the Sidney united 
methodist church will pres-
ent “ The Living Light,” a 
christmas cantata by ruth 
elaine Schram, Friday, dec. 
15 at 7 p.m. at the church, 12 

Liberty St., Sidney. 
“The Living Light” tells 

the christmas story through 
monologues and song from 
the viewpoint of the innkeeper 
and his family, mary and Jo-
seph; a shepherd and his son; 

a roman soldier; an ordinary 
citizen of bethlehem; and one 
of the wise men. The choir is 
25 voices strong and consists 
of the methodist chancel 
choir, joined by the Sacred 
heart choir, as well as sing-

ers from other area churches. 
it is directed by Jack doyle 
and accompanied by Sarah 
pressler. The cantata runs 
about 35 minutes and will be 
followed by a short christmas 
hymn sing.

Local Singing Groups to Combine for Dec. 15 Christmas Cantata

The Silversmith Wm. Boerner

and Goldsmith
ROUTE 7 • OTEGO, NY 13825

www.TheSilversmith.org

607-988-7973 New
Hours Wed. thru Sat. 

10am-4pm

BUYING/SELLING ESTATE JEWELRY & ANTIQUES
APPRAISALS • REPAIRS • ENGRAVING • CUSTOM WORK

Book a unique form of entertainment 
for your next gathering!

Parties, Events and Fundraisers!

607-765-8091
www.GrandpaJoetheOrganMan.com

Book before January 1st for a 
discounted rate of $75 

for fi rst 2 hours (that’s 50% off!)
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SIDNEY
25 YEARS AGO

Dec. 9, 1992 
director of nursing at The 

hospital, betty ebert, was 
awarded the Vocational Ser-
vice award by the rotary 
club of Sidney during its Fri-
day, dec. 4 meeting. 

Then-chairman Jim Suria-
no said: “Vocational service 
is the banner by which rotar-
ians recognize the worthiness 
of all useful occupations and 
demonstrate a commitment to 
high ethical standards in all 
business and professions.”

ebert, a deposit native, 
came to the Sidney hospital 
in 1958 as a graduate diploma 
registered nurse and, from 
that time onward, worked in 
all nursing departments. She 
was named director of nurs-
ing in 1972.  

in 1992, Operation merry 
christmas was in its 45th 
season under the careful co-
ordination of founder Lucre-
tia d’imperio. at the time, 
d’imperio said she had 92 
families with 228 children 
lined up for the holiday col-
lection drive. She said recipi-
ents would get not only toys, 
but also clothing and food 
baskets during the holiday 
season. 

Of the consistent commu-
nity support exhibited for the 
program, d’imperio said: “i 
want to thank everyone who 
is pitching in and helping. it 
shows people really do care.” 

On dec. 7, 1992, d’imperio 
passed away at the guthrie 
medical center in Sayre, pa., 

where she was airlifted earlier 
that week. 

at the time, d’imperio’s 
lawyer assured members of 
the tri-town community that 
Operation merry christ-
mas would continue under 
the direction of a team of 
d’imperio’s loyal volunteers.

 
UNADILLA

25 YEARS AGO
Dec. 9, 1992

at its dec. 1 meeting, the 
unadilla Town board rec-
ognized kenneth Truhn for 
his dedication and loyal ser-
vice to the young people of 
unadilla through his efforts 
with the unadilla recreation 
commission. 

Truhn held the inaugural 
urc meeting in his home in 
august 1967. 

Though Truhn recognized 
the urc work as “reward-
ing,” he lamented the diffi-
culty of scraping together an-
nual funding to implement the 
programming. 

at the time, the summer 
recreation program carried a 
$9,000 price tag, with much 
of that money used to cover 
transportation costs to and 
from the east Sidney dam. 

BAINBRIDGE
25 YEARS AGO

Dec. 9, 1992
after spending nearly a 

year on a transplant list, then-
12-year-old bainbridge youth 
michael rice received a new 
liver.  The eight-hour opera-
tion took place out of state 
Nov. 27 and rice had his par-
ents, dorothy and david rice, 

and big brother, mark, accom-
pany him. 

in the dec. 9 edition of 
Tri-Town News, rice was re-
ported as “out of intensive 
care and making very good 
progress.” 

rice was born with biliary 
artesia, a disease affecting the 
bile ducts in the liver. rice 
had his first corrective sur-
gery at just seven weeks old. 
he was in and out of the hos-
pital every month throughout 
his first year of life. 

in august 1981 rice un-
derwent a surgery to enlarge 
his bile duct, which kept him 
healthy until may 1991. dur-
ing a lengthy battle with a vi-
rus at that time, rice’s doctors 
discovered that his liver need-
ed to be fully replaced. 

in spite of his condition, 
rice was described as “doing 
what most 12-year-old boys 
do – playing outside, sleeping 
over at friends’ and playing 
Little League baseball.” 

The bainbridge chapter of 
iOTa Tau fundraised for 
rice and his family.  

SIDNEY
50 YEARS AGO

Dec. 13, 1967
The village of Sidney hired 

Thomas Natoli, who formerly 
served Norwich as its city en-
gineer, to serve as village en-
gineer on a part-time basis.

The board of Sidney voted 
to hire mr. Natoli with a sal-
ary of $5,000 annually. 

at the time, the village had 
been without the services of 
a professional engineer since 
the death of duncan adair, 

who occupied the role for 
many years. 

 
BAINBRIDGE

50 YEARS AGO
Dec. 13, 1967

On dec. 16, members of 
the bainbridge chamber of 
commerce planned to honor 
charles dix as bainbridge’s 
“man of the year.” a dinner 
was to be held at the rock 
inn. 

 

UNADILLA
75 YEARS AGO

Dec. 11, 1942
william h. davy, 90, died 

at the home of his son. davy 
followed the craft of black-
smithing for more than 67 
years. he was a man well 
known throughout the rural 
sections of the village and 
town. On his 85th birthday, he 
shod a team for S.S. hall. he 
had been a member of the Sid-
ney center baptist church for 
more than 50 years and was 
much respected in the com-
munities wherein he resided. 

 
SIDNEY

75 YEARS AGO
Dec. 11, 1942

The Sidney Village board 
met to discuss the favorable 
progress made regarding im-
provements to the peckham 
reservoir. a report during 
the meeting described the up-
grades as “moving right along 
and nearly completed with … 
$10,400 from the federal gov-
ernment and about $10,000 
from the village.” 

This week’s quote is from 
king charles: “Never make a 
defense or apology before you 
be accused.”  

The year seems to be slip-
ping by so fast; now it is de-
cember and soon we will be 
getting colder weather and 
snow.

we have the winter jazz 
concert at the high school au-
ditorium wednesday, dec. 7 
at 6:30 p.m. This event usual-
ly showcases a great program. 
Let’s get out there and support 
our young musicians. 

There will be a board of 
education meeting Tuesday, 
dec. 12 at the high school li-
brary at 7 p.m. 

good luck to all students, 
as the second progress report 
period closes Friday, dec. 15.  

i recently learned of the 
intended closing of another 
great american store, this 
one in unadilla.  This has got 
to be quite bad news for the 
people in that town, especial-
ly the elderly who depend on 

someplace close to shop for 
groceries. it seems it is getting 
quite difficult to keep these 
little stores in small towns 
going. it’s time for us all to 
start thinking about what we 
would do without our small 
businesses and try to shop 
with them as much as we can 
before we lose too many. 

here on the farm the cows 
were tested for milk produc-
tion this week and seem to 
be doing well. On Saturday 
morning, two of the cows did 
not come to the feeder when 
they were being fed their 
grain and food. They had 
been spending the day before 
in the woods, where we could 
see them lying in the leaves. 
austin drove the tractor up 
there and discovered a calf 
had been born. he got the calf 
in the bucket and tried to get 
the mother cow to come to the 
barn. She got as far as the lane 
and turned around and went 
back to the feeder to eat. i 
got hold of cliff and he came 

down to help, but the cow de-
cided she wanted to run back 
to the woods. after she gave 
them quite a run, they finally 
got her to the gate and into the 
barn to milk. The calf was a 
bull this time. 

more wood for winter is 
being readied and soon the 
cellar will be full. hopefully 
cliff will get more wood 
though, as it seems it is never 
enough. Let’s hope we have a 
mild winter. 

always keep our farmers in 
your thoughts along with our 
veterans and servicemen and 
-women around the world. 

Saturday evening we had 
the pleasure to enjoy the 
christmas concert by the 
madrigal choir of bingham-
ton. all audience members 
joined in to sing christmas 
carols with the choir. it was 
a very enjoyable program and 
they did a great job entertain-
ing everyone. 

birthday greetings this 
week go out to Shelly ellis 

dec.10; anita Schmitz, doug 
barnes and peg curtis dec. 
11; ken hoffman dec. 12; and 
Lindsey wagner on dec. 15. 
have a great day, everyone. 

masonville Federated 
church Sunday services are 
at 11 a.m., with adult Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m. 

Thursday, dec. 7 at 5:45 
p.m. will be choir practice, 
with bible study following at 
6:30 p.m. 

monday, dec. 11 from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. will be after school 
VbS and, at 6:30 p.m., church 
council will meet to approve 
the budget. 

Saturday, dec. 16 at 10 
a.m. will be play practice for 
a performance during the 
Sunday, dec. 17 services at 
11 a.m. at 5 p.m. that evening 
there will be caroling around 
masonville. 

Sunday, dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 
will be the christmas eve 
Service. 

Last wednesday, 30 lo-
cal people travelled by hale 
bus Lines to hunterdon hills 
playhouse in clinton, N.J. to 
see “a playhouse christmas.”

Jackson Jacobs of Schoha-
rie spent this past weekend 

with grandpa and grandma 
Jacobs.

danny backman and wil-
liam hartman recently had 
stays in the hospital.

Several members of the 
presbyterian church jour-

neyed up rte. 51 to join the 
Sunday morning worship ser-
vice at the garrattsville pres-
byterian church.

members of butternut Val-
ley grange are filling two 
days as bell-ringers for the 

Salvation army at the great 
american in Sidney.

a thought: “The past is his-
tory and the future lay ahead 
- full of promise and hope”!

baiNbridge - The 
bainbridge-guilford central 
School will hold a board of 
education meeting Thursday, 
dec. 7 in the district confer-
ence room (jr-sr high school) 
at 6:30 p.m. The business por-
tion of the meeting will start 
at 7 p.m.

 

aFTON - The afton cen-
tral School board of edu-
cation will hold its regular 
monthly meeting on Thurs-
day, dec. 7. 

The meeting is sched-
uled to begin at 7 p.m. in the 
boardroom directly across 

from the district office. Visi-
tors are asked to use the en-
trance on Sand Street for 
board meetings. 

harpurSViLLe - The 
harpursville central School 
board of education will hold 
a regular meeting on wednes-

day, dec. 13 in the high school 
auditorium. 

The executive session of 
the meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. with the regular business 
meeting following at 7 p.m.

baiNbridge - The Soup 
kitchen at the bainbridge 
united methodist church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s Facebook page.

 
SidNey - a full meal is 

served at St. paul’s episcopal 
church, 25 river St. every 
wednesday from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Food selections vary 
weekly and all are welcome. 

uNadiLLa - a week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery Thursday at 12:30 p.m. 
at St. matthews episcopal 
church. a free will offering is 
appreciated. 

uNadiLLa - breakfast in 

the basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at the unadilla united 
methodist church on main St. 
all are welcome. donations 
are accepted but not expected. 

SidNey - Free soup night 
at the First congregational 
church of Sidney serves 
from 4 - 6 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month until 
april.  

OTegO - The unatego 
community church, located 
on main Street in Otego, will 
host its annual free christmas 
ham dinner dec. 16 from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. all are welcome. 
For questions, call pastor bri-
an at 369-7425

FraNkLiN - St. paul’s 
episcopal church, located on 
main Street in Franklin, will 
feature a homemade soup 
buffet for the monthly First 
Thursday community dinner, 
dec. 7 from 5-7 p.m. 

The monthly dinners are 
in support of the on-going 
interior renovation project. a 
free will offering will be ac-
cepted for the dinner, which 
this month will include a va-
riety of soups, desserts and 
beverages. 

uNadiLLa - The next 

Otsego county senior meal, 
served at the unadilla Neigh-
borhood apartments, clif-
ton St., unadilla, will be on 
wednesday, dec. 20 at noon.

The meal will include roast 
pork with gravy, sweet potato 
casserole, steamed broccoli, 
applesauce, muffin, cream pie 
for dessert and beverage.

all seniors and non-seniors 
are welcome. you do not need 
to be a resident of the apart-
ments. call 369-2787 by 
monday, dec. 18 to make a 
reservation.

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing report is a matter of 
public record and includes 
press releases from area law 
enforcement agencies. An 
arrest is not a presumption 
of guilt, as all persons are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law. Persons wishing to have 
the disposition of their cases 
published should contact the 
Tri-Town News at 561-3526 
during regular business 
hours.

SIDNEY POLICE DEPT.

uNadiLLa - Nov. 27: an-
thony c. driskell, 39, of un-
adilla, on a bench warrant. 

SidNey - Nov. 27: aman-
da m. Schmierer, 31, of Sid-
ney, for aggravated unlicensed 
operation in the 3rd degree.  

SidNey - Nov. 28: warren 
a. mckee, 27, of Sidney, on 
an arrest warrant. 

aFTON - Nov. 28: mi-
chelle Safford, 46, of afton, 
for criminal contempt in the 
2nd degree. 

SidNey - Nov. 28: katrina 
ellis-Seymour, 27, of Sidney, 
for endangering the welfare of 
a child.  

uNadiLLa - Nov. 30: 
Shane a. katalinas, 26, of 
unadilla, on a bench warrant.

 

SidNey - get into the 
holiday spirit Sunday, dec. 17 
at 2 p.m. when the jazz duo of 
Jp dewey on piano and molly 
O’hara on tenor sax performs 
in the Fred and irene Smart 
community room of the Sid-
ney memorial public Library. 

This event, sponsored by 
the Friends of the Libraries, 

will offer the last chance to 
purchase tickets for the stun-
ning library quilt meticulous-
ly crafted and donated to the 
Sidney Library by the quilting 
group “in Stitches.” The raffle 
drawing will be held at the 
end of the program. Stop in 
and enjoy the show!

SMPL to Host Holiday Music 
Program Dec. 17

OTegO - The Otego com-
munity choir will present the 
christmas cantata, “angels of 
christmas,” Sunday, dec. 10 
at 3 p.m. in the Otego united 
methodist church. Light re-
freshments will be served in 
the fellowship hall following 
the performance. 

The cantata featuring mu-
sic by John purifoy and nar-
ration written by the rev. 
william privette telling the 
story of christmas through 
the eyes of angels, beginning 
with Old Testament prophe-
cies and moving to the angelic 
songs heard at christ’s birth. 
much of the presentation is 
told through the use of favor-

ite carols including: “come, 
Thou Long expected Jesus,” 
“Joy to the world,” “angels 
we have heard On high” and 
“while Shepherds watched 
their Flocks by Night. 

The Otego community 
choir, accompanied by pia-
nist david hitchcock, is 
comprised of singers from 
gilbertsville, mount upton, 
Otego, Sidney, South New 
berlin and unadilla who 
joined together to present this 
christmas music. 

The Otego united method-
ist church, located on church 
Street, is handicapped acces-
sible with an elevator to all 
levels.

Cantata to be Presented in 
Otego Dec. 10
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“Oh My Goodness”

Sidney Village & Town Taxpayers:
The people of Sidney need to wake up 
and pay attention. At the November 
town meeting, the village mayor said 
he feels that a lot of the people who 
signed the petition against the Circle 
Drive Development really are not 
members of the Sidney community. 
Go to the Dec. 14 Sidney town meeting 
at 7  p.m. in the former Civic Center to let 
the Sidney Town Board know that you 
really are a citizen of Sidney and you are 
against the Circle Drive Development. 

Signed,
Your concerned/actual 

Sidney neighbors

on the wing began the first 
week of November. 

christensen said recon-
figuration of the elementary 
areas was motivated by rising 
enrollment trends within the 
district, something of an odd-
ity in upstate education. 

“Our elementary (student 
population) is growing,” he 
said, adding, “while every-
one else is seeing a decline, 
we’re increasing.” citing an 
average of 85 to 95 incoming 
elementary students annually, 
he noted, “we’re seeing 22 
percent growth.” This year, 
christensen added, the dis-
trict counts 629 elementary 
students, versus 501 in 2010. 

The kindergarten wing 
re-do comes on the heels of 
other, substantial changes 
implemented in three phases. 
The elementary work, chris-
tensen said, represents part 

of the third and final phase.  
Other upgrades in this phase 
will include renovating the 
1960s-era elementary school 
boys’ and girls’ locker rooms 
and installing new, energy-ef-
ficient Led lighting through-
out, christensen said. Last 
summer, he noted, as part of 
the second phase, the elemen-
tary school received new gym 
flooring.

The locker rooms, said 
christensen, will likely be 
completed in January 2018. 
he noted, “we’re right on 
time (and) this will be a great 
space.” The updated facilities, 
he said, will be doubly benefi-
cial, as they will be available 
to gym class students during 
the school day and then ath-
letes in the evening.  

in the project’s first phase, 
christensen said, high school 
hallways got new lockers and 

all roofing, electrical and me-
chanical infrastructure was 
either replaced or upgraded. 
Large-scale plumbing work, 
installation of two new, high-
efficiency boilers, solar-pow-
ered skylights and a complete 
renovation of the high school 
kitchen and cafeteria were all 
phase two components, com-
pleted this past summer. 

Looking to the future, 
christensen said, plans for 
the district include opening 
a comprehensive health care 
clinic complete with dental 
and mental health services 
and an on-site physician’s as-
sistant available weekdays 
and open to all Sidney stu-
dents; establishing dedicated, 
secure vestibule-style en-
trances to the high school and 
elementary buildings; reno-
vating the elementary library 
into a state-of-the-art STem 

center; creating a dedicated 
art wing; and expanding after 
school programming.

christensen said he fore-
sees all projects included in 
the $14 million package being 
finished by summer 2018. 

“i expect next fall we’ll be 
doing a couple of ‘punch list’ 
items,” he said, “but as far as 
occupied space goes, i plan on 
being finished.”

as Sidney central con-
tinues to grow and enhance 
its student amenities, chris-
tensen said, the district will 
likely again seek community 
backing. 

he said, “we anticipate go-
ing back out to voters … as 
early as this spring.” 

For more information, visit 
sidneycsd.org or find Sidney 
central School district on 
Facebook.

Upgrade continued

things that looked similar to 
her because she was just mak-
ing such an impact.” 

afton administrator June 
white said she, too, was 
moved by Secrest’s lasting 
influence.

“She was a huge influence 
on our lives,” white said, 
adding, “She’s the reason … 
i went to college for english 
and followed in her footsteps, 
as did many of her former 
students.” Of the dedication, 
white noted, “it’s a very big 
deal.”  

briggs said the decision 
to rechristen the space the 
margery Secrest memo-
rial auditorium was made 

by the school board roughly 
a year ago at the suggestion 
of briggs and other afton 
administrators. 

“She was 50 years in the 
school in various capacities,” 
briggs said, “and just an out-
standing woman who did all 
kinds of things.” extolling Se-
crest’s lifetime of farm work, 
community theatre involve-
ment and all-around altru-
ism, briggs added, “She was 
definitely a formidable person 
for afton central School. She 
was always supporting stu-
dents and the community and 
just a wonderful woman.” 

members of the afton 
board of education were 

present for the formal renam-
ing, with sitting president 
maryann palmatier noting, 
“in dedicating this the mar-
gery Secrest memorial audi-
torium she will always be a 
part of afton central School.” 

alongside her longtime in-
volvement at afton central, 
Secrest’s community roles 
included memberships and 
offices in the grange, the 
chenango county Farm bu-
reau, indian hills girl Scout 
council, dcmO bOceS 
and the afton community 
Theatre, of which she was a 
founding member. 

Secrest’s participation in 
the community earned her 

the Sertoma Service to man-
kind award, the NeaNy 
mary carden award for dis-
tinguished Service, the class 
of 1983 certificate of ap-
preciation for Outstanding 
Service and contributions, 
the chenango county School 
board association’s Out-
standing School board mem-
ber award and the dcmO 
bOceS marshman-hall 
commitment to education 
award.

To learn more about the 
afton central School district, 
find the ‘Spotlight on acS’ 
Facebook page. 

Auditorium continued

adilla store, westcott said, 
he encourages people to visit 
the Sidney site. in addition 
to continuing popular lines 
available in unadilla, such as 
Little blue barn primitives 
and hometown salads, he said, 
shoppers will enjoy “more va-
riety” in Sidney. 

“we have lots of unique 
things,” westcott said, “and 
there are certain things that 
happened in unadilla that 
we’re going to keep going up 
here.” 

westcott, a longtime resi-
dent of Sidney, emphasized 
that the company will remain 
committed to its communities 
and will lend support to local 
causes whenever possible. 

“we’ll continue to sup-
port Sidney and unadilla and 
hopefully they understand,” 
he said, adding, “we’re still 
the same local company.”

calling the closure “de-
pressing” and “more than 
heartbreaking,” amy barn-
hart of unadilla said she is es-
pecially concerned for those 

in the village who relied on 
the store’s proximity.

“The ga has been a part 
of unadilla for decades,” she 
said, “and (with) what seemed 
like little to no warning, it’s 
gone.” She added, “people 
used to walk to the ga almost 
every day to shop, but now we 
have nothing. There are some 
people who cannot drive to 
Sidney to grocery shop, so 
add that to the cost of losing 
the ga.” 

recalling her mother and 
grandmother shopping at 
the onetime mainstay, Otego 
resident Jamie innes said, “it 
was convenient. many low in-
come or disabled (shoppers) 
will now have a harder time 
getting their groceries.” She 
added, “To me, this is tragic 
for our community.” 

Others, including local ra-
dio personality, author and 
unadilla resident chuck 
d’imperio, pointed out the 
potential effect the store clo-
sure could have on preexisting 
and prospective homebuyers. 

d’imperio said the small 
town grocery even motivated 
his move to the village. 

“when deciding to move 
from our Oneonta home after 
many, many years,” he said, 
“we looked along the i-88 cor-
ridor … (at) all the little towns 
between unadilla and east 
worcester (and) one of the 
deciding factors (in) choosing 
unadilla was that it was the 
only town (with) a store like 
the great american.” Though 
he said, “we will stay and we 
love it here,” d’imperio noted, 
“i hope it doesn’t dissuade 
other homebuyers from mov-
ing here.” 

Similarly, local history en-
thusiast kurt riegel of Sidney 
said, “i fear that whatever will 
come next to take its place 
will not only hurt other local 
businesses, but will … inevi-
tably ruin the charm and ap-
peal that unadilla offers.” 

For some, the store’s clo-
sure signifies a chance to 
hopefully strengthen ties 
within the unadilla business 

community and work toward 
collaboration. 

dwight mott, owner of The 
meeting place on main Street 
in unadilla, said the change 
could, in time, foster growth 
on many levels. 

“To me, it means it’s time 
to connect with others in the 
community who recognize 
how important having a local-
ly grown, locally supported 
grocery store is to our com-
munity, our neighbors, our 
health and our property val-
ues,” mott said, “then figuring 
out a way to ensure we have 
one in the months, years and 
decades to come.” 

in the lead up to the Friday, 
dec. 15 closure, the unadilla 
great american will observe 
modified hours, open Sundays 
through Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. all sales will be final, 
with only cash, credit/debit, 
and ebT payments accepted. 
The store will no longer take 
personal or payroll checks.

Great American continued

their medical condition.”
patients and providers at 

a.O. Fox hospital and Tri-
Town will continue to use the 
same electronic health care 
record in place throughout 
bassett healthcare Network. 
Trh has been certified by 
the centers for medicare and 
medicaid Services (cmS) 
since 2008, under the spon-
sorship of bassett medical 
center in cooperstown. how-
ever, stricter interpretation of 
cmS certification require-
ments has resulted in Trh’s 
conversion to a satellite emer-
gency department model.

under state regulations, a 
satellite emergency depart-
ment is required to be within 
35 miles of an acute care hos-
pital. a.O. Fox hospital is 23 
miles from Trh in Sidney 
and bassett medical center 
is just over 45 miles away. as 
of Jan. 1, the tri-town campus 
will be overseen by a.O. Fox 
hospital president Jeff Joyner.

“a.O. Fox is excited to align 
its services with Tri-Town,” 
Joyner said, adding, “Our net-
work of care is growing ever 
stronger and by having these 
two great organizations come 
together, we will further en-

hance efficiency in care for 
both patients and staff.”

Senior director of Op-
erations at Tri-Town peter 
burghardt said providers and 
patients alike will find this 
conversion beneficial. 

“partnering with our col-
leagues at a.O. Fox hospi-
tal has been a very positive 
experience,” burghardt said, 
adding, “Folks in our local 
communities are also pleased 
with the integration. many 
have received care at Fox and 
have praised the quality of 
services that they or a loved 
one received.” he continued, 

“patients are also very appre-
ciative of the private rooms at 
Fox, which provide a unique 
healing environment.”

providing the best care 
possible to patients remains 
bassett healthcare Network’s 
leading priority and Trh 
remains a vital link in the 
network’s continuum of care 
across the tri-town region.

bassett healthcare Net-
work services people in a 
5,600-square mile region of 
upstate New york. For more 
information, visit bassett.org.

Hospital continued
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Holiday Cookie Sale
December 9th

St. Luke’s Luthercan 
Church Community Center

139 W. Main St., Sidney

Holiday Cookie Sale 
featuring cookies, candies, jams, & breads

Price: Cookies $8.50/pound
Other items separately priced

Time: 9am-12pm

Annual Christmas Coffeehouse
at Afton Presbyterian

Saturday, December 9th from 7 to 10pm

Come 
one 

and all!

An evening of holiday music, 
opportunities to sing along or 
just relax and listen to the sounds 
of the season. Enjoy wonderful 
homemade holiday treats and 
snacks, take a chance to win a 
lovely hand-tied quilt, gift baskets 
and gift certifi cates.

Entertainment provided 
by the Berean Praise 

Band, Steven Utter and 
other guests.

Raffl e Baskets
Tickets $1 each, 3 for $2 

or 15 for $10

Quilt Raffl e
4 winners to be selected

Tickets $1 each, 4 for $3 or 15 for $10

1st Prize:   6’ x 7’ handmade black & white quilt
2nd Prize: Chocolate basket
3rd Prize:  Hand painted lighted wine bottle
4th prize:  River Club Gift Certifi cate

Contact Kathy Ouimet at 503-508-2222

Get A Gift for the Home –
for someone special or yourself!
• Antiques & Collectibles
• Locally hand-carved & painted songbirds
  of Otsego & Delaware County

50% o�  All Holiday Décor
Plus savings on Jewelry, Furniture Linens, Wall Décor, 

Books, Toys & More

Can’t Decide? Make it easy with a
Green Gira� e Gi�  Certi� cate!

OPEN: Tues.-Sat. 10-4
54 State Hwy. 357, Unadilla
607-369-3234

Antiques & Consignments
Register for a chance to win $100 in Gi�  Certi� cates! See us for details. Your Tri-Town Landscaping Source

Pre-Cut Christmas Trees, Decorated 
Wreaths & Beautiful Kissing Balls

Nice Selection to Choose From
Different Varieties, Sizes & Prices

— All Pre-Drilled —

17289 Co. Hwy. 23, Sidney
(just past the Animal Shelter)
607-563-TREE (8733)

Open 7 Days a Week

Special Orders available for 
Kissing Balls & Wreaths

Also stocking Christmas picks, 
berry sprays & seasonal items

Stand Strait™ Tree Stands

For Advertising in the 
Tri-Town News, please 
call Melissa Matthews 

at 607-208-4064.

NOrwich – a mt. upton 
man arrested and accused of 
murdering his 16-year-old 
son in march 2017 recently 
requested that his bail be 
lowered from $125,000 to 
$40,000.

after a monday, Nov. 27 
hearing in chenango county 
court, ernest Franklin, ii’s 
bail reduction was partially 
granted by chenango county 
judge Frank revoir Thurs-
day morning, Nov. 30 and, 

though the cash bail remains 
at $125,000, the bond amount 
was lowered from $250,000 to 
$200,000. 

Franklin’s arrest earlier this 
year coincided with his wife 
heather’s arrest for the same 
crime. The two allegedly con-
spired to murder their adopted 
and developmentally disabled 
son Jeffrey before setting 
fi re to their state highway 8 
residence. 

Following last week’s hear-

ing, ernest Franklin, 35, was 
returned to chenango county 
correctional Facility where 
he has been held since march. 
in late april, after posting 
bail, heather Frankllin was 
released to friends residing 
in chenango county. heather 
Franklin gave birth in July 
and was 23 weeks pregnant at 
the time of her arrest. 

The Franklins’ trial is ex-
pected to begin in 2018.

Franklin Gets Bail Reduction in Son’s Murder Case

baiNbridge – The 
woman’s club in bainbridge 
will hold its christmas cov-
ered-dish luncheon wednes-
day, dec. 13 at noon in the 
Fellowship hall of the pres-
byterian church on the green.

This annual luncheon is 
always a special time, with 
christmas carols and, this 
year, music by greg Jenkins 

who travels to hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and assisted living 
facilities year-round to share 
his talents with residents and 
staff.

plan to come, bring a friend 
or two and don’t forget a dish 
to pass along with individual 
table service.  beverages will 
be provided.

members will be wrap-

ping some gifts for a child in 
the community for the angel 
Tree.

come ready to enjoy lots 
of music, maybe ring a bell or 
two and share christmas joy 
with all who gather.

For more information, 
contact carol roberts at 
967-5687.

Bainbridge Woman’s Club to Meet Dec. 13

giLberTSViLLe — but-
ternut Valley grange will ush-
er in the christmas season at 
its december meeting, start-
ing with a holiday covered-
dish buffet monday, dec. 11 
at 6:30 p.m.  attendees should 
bring individual table service.  
Last names beginning with 
a-c are asked to bring breads 
or rolls; d-g, salads; h-k, 
vegetable dishes; L-r, main 
course dishes; and S-w, des-
serts. immediately following 
the dinner, barton Snedaker, 
program leader, will present 
a holiday program featuring 
musical selections prepared by 
the butternut Valley grange 
Singers. guests are welcome 
for stay to the brief business 
meeting that will wrap up the 
evening. arrangements for 
the buffet and beverages will 
be provided by the commit-
tee: cathy galley, wally and 
helen palen, roberta halbert 
and marie broadbent.

at the November meeting, 

reports shared that more than 
90 people attended the meet-
the-candidates night held be-
fore election day.  also the 
distribution of dictionaries 
to unatego third-graders was 
conducted in late November.  
The same presentation will 
be made to gmu students in 
January. 

For a fi rst-time attempt, the 
grange had 85 coats and jack-
ets, 25 scarfs and 23 pairs of 
gloves available to people who 
stopped by the grange hall 
Nov. 4.  items that remained 
after the day’s event were giv-
en to the local Lamb’s rack, a 
homeless shelter in delhi, and 
the Family resource center 
in Oneonta.

at the November meeting, 
the grange voted a dona-
tion of $300 to the local fi re 
department and emergency 
squad in appreciation of their 
fi ne service. The new roof in-
stallation on the grange hall 
was underway at that time. 

eight shifts of grange 
members will be staffi ng the 
bell-ringing station at the 
great american in Sidney for 
two days during the holiday 
fundraising season.

The grange is sponsor-
ing its annual breakfast with 
Santa event, to be held Sat-
urday, dec. 9 at the grange 
hall, 7 bloom St.  Santa will 
be greeting youngsters and 
senior citizens from 9 to 11 
a.m.  he will have gifts for 
all children through age 10.  
reservations are required to 
ensure that Santa’s gift bag 
is adequately stuffed. call 
either rose at 783-2104 or 
dawn at 783-2493 to reserve.  
The complimentary breakfast 
is one of the grange’s many 
community service projects. 
They invite all in the town-
ship or school district to join 
in and celebrate the christmas 
season with neighbors and 
friends.

Butternut Valley Grange to Host Dec. 9 
Breakfast with Santa

giLberTSViLLe - gil-
bertsville, home to many 
artists, is having its fourth 
annual holiday artisan Fair 
Friday, dec. 8 from 5 - 9 p.m. 
at the empire house, 41 mar-
ion ave., gilbertsville. Lo-
cal artisans will be offering 
alpaca scarves and hats, steel 

sculptures, inked tiles, small 
batch artisan candies, cookies 
and pies and lots of christmas 
greenery.

Nicki mcNeil raises al-
pacas and then spins and 
weaves their fur into beautiful 
scarves, hats, etc.

Jay roth, resident artist 

at gilbertsville expressive 
movement, just completed a 
28-foot steel sculpture and 
will be offering several small-
er sculptures.

roy bartoo will be offering 
his “twig” creations and free 
fl y tying lessons.

kristina Strain will be there 

with her “gilbertsville’s Fin-
est” bath and beauty supplies.

paula Friedman will be 
showing off her inked tiles.

erik halvorson, glass-
blower, will have his creations 
featured.

ellen Sokolow and karie 
Lee will showcase hand-made 

jewelry
bruce Zimmerman, a 

goat raiser, will be selling 
goat milk soaps, creams and 
candles.

amy proskin will be sell-
ing christmas wreaths and 
greenery as well as pork 
products.

mark harvey will have 
goat cheese from gilberts-
ville’s maiden creamery.

heather covington and 
mira wind will offer small 
batch artisan baked goods and 
candies.

Gilbertsville to Host 4th Annual Holiday Artisan Fair Dec. 8

Holiday Happenings
Tis the Season for Holiday Bazaars, 

Open Houses, Bake Sales & Fun
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Deadlines for all ads is 
Monday @ 4pm

WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS 
and PLATTERS

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE
FROM THE DELI –

Meat & Cheese Platters, including several kinds of 
Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-5; SAT. 8-4; CLOSED SUNDAYS
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & FOOD STAMPS ACCEPTED

Pine Ridge Groceries
4086 State Hwy. 206, Bainbridge, NY • 607-967-5926
Route 206 West (1¼ mi. from light at Rte. 7)

Select Hand Tools on $ale

Gift s Galore for Christmas

BARNARD’S HOMETOWN HARDWARE
967-4896 • 12 N. Main St., Bainbridge

-Special Orders Welcome-
Monday thru Friday 8am-5pm •Saturday 8am-1pm

• Tool Sets   • Battery Pack Power Drills
• Gloves   • Polar Fleece Socks
• Variety of Flashlights • Stanley Th ermos

• Radio Flyer Tricycle
• Directors Chair with Table

No Purchase Necessary
Need Not Be Present to Win
Drawing Before Christmas

REGISTER
TO WIN!

Pasta Dishes • Salads • Baked Dishes
Full Dinners • Pizza • Burgers

Cold & Hot Subs

Stop in for dinner or lunch so 
you don’t have to cook!

Come see us soon!

21 WEST MAIN ST.
BAINBRIDGE, NY
607-967-3050

S f

Hol iday Shop ping?

Dine-In or Take Out • Serving Beer & Wine

Mon.-Wed. 11am-9pm • Thurs.-Sat. 11am-10pm

Amy is Back!
BRINGING BACK SOME 

FAVORITES:
Full waitstaff, sit-down 

service and menu items!

Happy Hol idays fr om  
all of us at Rosa’s!

• Assortment of holiday gifts
• Barn stars
• Country/Primitive decor
• Willow Tree � gures
• Wooden signs
• Snowmen galore
• Holiday decorations & ornaments
• Pictures
• Handmade gifts by local vendors
• Candles, berry rings, 
   timer candles and much more!

5 East Main St. • Bainbridge, NY
(Village Florist Building)

607-967-7111 • www.bainbridge� orist.com
Holiday Hours:

Mon.-Fri. 10am-5pm • Sat. 9am-3pm • Sun. 10am-2pm

Snowman Saturday

20% OFF 
snowman purchase

Come in 

and enjoy a 

wonderful 

shopping 

experience!

Flowers & Gifts...
Something for 
everyone 
on your list!

Stop in and Enjoy 
a Meal before the 

Annual Bainbridge Parade 
Saturday, December 9th

Bob’s Diner
25 N. Main St., Bainbridge • 607-967-3111
Open Mon.-Sat. 6am-8pm • Sun. 6am-2pm

Blue Plate & Daily Specials

Saturday, 
December 9th, 

2017

Christmas in 
Bainbridge

Library 
Open House 
4pm-7pm

FREE Children’s 
Christmas movie 

at the 
Town Hall Theatre

Santa in 
Village Park 

after the 
Parade

Parade
at 5pm
Lineup

at 4pm

Congratulations
To All Of Our Winners!

The Rotary Club of Sidney 
wishes to thank everyone for 
their support with the recent 
themed basket fundraiser.

Your support helps the club to 
continue with donations to many 
local projects in the community 

throughout the year.
THE BASKET WINNERS

ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Genie Landers

Joe Rico
Bill Brower
H. Savino
Lisa Keys

Janette Stevens
Chelsi Rosa

Valery
Dylan Becker
Bev Martin

Todd Skellet
Pat Frish

Caroline NiNoto
Scott DeRoche
Terri DeRoche

Thank you to S&S Landscaping, Dunkin’ Donuts, 
Great American, J & M Trophies, Sidney Flowers 

and Gifts, Club House Restaurant, NBT, SFCU, 
Community Bank, Charlie Washburn and Barb 

Wakeman for Door Prizes and Raf� es. Also, The 
Club House Restaurant and Staff for the Delicious 
Holiday Buffet served to Rotarians and Guests.

Smith Turns 80, Invites 
Friends to Celebrate

BAINBRIDGE - Fred Smith, of Bainbridge, will be celebrating 
his 80th birthday on Sunday, Dec. 10 from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
Galaxy Bowl, 105 North Main St., Bainbridge. Stop by to wish 
Fred a happy birthday or share a story while enjoying light 
refreshments with family and friends.

FraNkLiN - The Frank-
lin Free Library will host a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
inaugurate its handicap ac-
cessibility elevator. Senator 
James L. Seward and Steve 
bachman, executive direc-
tor of Four county Libraries, 
will join the board and other 
invited guests. The public is 
invited to this event; light re-
freshments will be served.

The initiative for making 
the library accessible came 
from Jim mullen, past presi-
dent of the library board. 
mullen recalled:

“all of Franklin Free Li-
brary’s volunteer board mem-
bers sat through many long 
meetings to make this happen. 
The solution seems simple 
now, but it took a long time to 
figure out how to make univer-
sal access to the library pos-
sible without creating miles of 
ramps up to the front door.” 
he added, “it took more time 
to figure out how to pay for 

a major construction project 
without burdening the town 
and village taxpayers. The 
O’connor Foundation and the 
New york State Library con-
struction grants and the gifts 
of many individual donors 
made it possible. in Franklin, 
volunteering is a way of life. 
it makes the town unique…
and this improvement to the 
library is just another page in 
that very thick book.”

carol Jensen, current presi-
dent of the library board, said:

“after many years of talk-
ing about creating a handi-
capped access to the library, i 
am so excited to see it finally 
done. For although our en-
trance steps are lovely (and 
numerous), many people can-
not navigate them, and now 
they won’t have to.”

To learn more, find “Frank-
lin Free Library” on Facebook 
or call 829-2941.

Franklin Library to Inaugurate 
Handicap Accessibility Dec. 7

CHRISTMAS TREES & GIFT SHOP

SIPPLE’S FARM
You Cut or Precut Trees

Stand Straight Tree Stands - easiest way to put up a tree
Exit 8 Off I-88 • 1249 Cty. Rt. 39 toward Afton - Bainbridge, NY

967-7303 or 967-6262 • Find Us on Facebook

Open NOW
Mon.-Fri. 12 to 4:30
Sat. & Sun. 9 to 4:30

FREE Wrapping 
& Drilling
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by allison collins

SidNey – To celebrate the 
spirit of the season, premier 
roofing and remodeling of 
Sidney announced in early 
November plans to sponsor a 
roof giveaway to an in-need 
family in the four-county area 
it serves. The response was 
more than hearty, moving the 
delaware county company 
to not only provide two free 
roofs to giveaway winners, 
but also launch a community-
wide fundraising effort to re-
place the remaining 17 roofs 
entered in the social media 
contest. 

premier roofing employee 
rick Ozer said inspiration for 
the giveaway was a natural 
extension of the company’s 
own good fortune, paired with 
a desire to give back to the 
community. 

“we knew there were a lot 
of families out there (that) 
need a new roof but can’t af-
ford one and we’ve had a 
pretty good year,” Ozer said, 
“so we said, to show our grati-
tude, let’s do something to 
give back.” he added, “we 
thought, as a company, it’s the 
right thing to do after having 
a good few years to help out 
people who are in need this 
season.” premier roofing was 
established in 2015. 

The giveaway was open 
to residents of broome, 
chenango, delaware and Ot-
sego counties with peaked 
roofs measuring no more than 
3,000 square feet. entries, of 
which there were 19 total, re-
quired a photo with submis-
sion and a brief explanation 
of why the homeowners were 
so deserving. winners were 
selected based on the number 
of votes received. Ozer noted 
that the two winning families 
received roughly 650 votes 
apiece. 

premier roofing launched 
the project Nov. 8, with win-
ners announced via social me-
dia and local radio Thanks-
giving day. 

Jeff and Vera wood of 
Sidney were named winners, 
along with Frank Johnson 
of bainbridge, who later de-
ferred his win to Jessica and 
david barlow of Oneonta. 

work on the woods’ roof, 
Ozer said, began almost 
immediately. 

“One roof is in progress 
right now,” he said Thursday, 
Nov. 30, adding, “They really 
needed it.”

upon hearing the an-
nouncement, Ozer said, the 
woods were “ecstatic.” “(Jeff) 
came in here right after his 
shift … and was extremely 
happy and grateful and just 
kept describing how thankful 
he was,” Ozer said, noting, 
“and he said it made a great 
christmas present.” 

Frank Johnson volunteered 
to defer his win in favor of 
the barlows because, as he 
said, their need was more 
immediate. 

in a dec. 4 Facebook post, 
a premier roofing represen-
tative explained, “(Johnson) 
said that he felt (the barlows) 
needed it more this winter 
season than he did. he said 
he was happy to wait until the 
spring and that he hopes that 
david and Jessica barlow can 
enjoy more of the holiday sea-
son with their children with-
out having to worry about the 
roof over their heads.”

in turn, the barlows 
were quick to express their 
gratitude. 

immediately following the 
monday announcement, Jes-
sica barlow wrote, “i cannot 
thank the company and com-
munity enough for this in-
credible blessing,” adding, “it 
has taken a huge weight off 
our shoulders.” calling the 
gift a true “christmas mira-
cle,” she said, “it is giving us 
the chance to fix our house for 
our four children … (and) our 
children, dogs and (we) thank 
you all so very much for this 
opportunity.”

Following such effusive re-
sponses from the community 

and contest recipients, Ozer 
said, the company began the 
process of securing corporate 
donations and crowd-sourced 
funds to provide roofs to all 
entrants. 

“it’s been very overwhelm-
ing,” he said, adding, “we’ve 
had countless people call 
us, send us emails or send 
us Facebook messages and 
they’re just about how ap-
preciative they are of what 
we’re trying to do for the 
community.” 

he continued, “The good 
news is we’re working with a 
lot of other good companies 
around here who are looking 
to donate and a lot of people 
have reached out to us want-
ing to donate.” Noting that 
donations can be submitted 
online through a goFundme 
page or via mail to 345 state 
highway 7, Sidney, he said, 
“Our intention is to do each 
and every one of those roofs 
with those donations.” 

Ozer said, after complet-
ing the woods’ and barlows’ 
roofs, the remaining 17 roofs 
will be serviced according to 
the number of votes cast dur-
ing the original contest. 

“The two winners (are) 
all on us – labor and all ma-
terials,” Ozer said, adding, 
“we’re trying to get the other 
17 as a group effort from the 
whole community and we’ll 
see what the outcome is for 
that.”

Ozer said, given the com-
munity involvement and re-
sponse, premier roofing in-
tends to sponsor future roof 
giveaways. 

“we definitely want to do it 
again,” he said, noting that a 
second giveaway could come 
as early as mother’s day 2018. 

To donate online, 
visit gofundme.com/
roofs-for-a-cause.

For more information, find 
premier roofing and re-
modeling LLc on Facebook, 
visit roof007.com or call 
888-roof-007.

Sidney Company Gives Roofing Refuge 
this Holiday Season

Vera and Jeff Wood (left), of Sidney, stand with Rick Ozer of Premier Roofing in front of 
their just-installed, brand-new roof. The Woods were winners of a holiday roofing giveaway 
launched by Premier Roofing in early November. Photo credit: Gingersnap Photography by 
Chelsea Vaughn.

Like us on facebook!
3599 St. Rt. 79 Harpursville, NY 13787 | (607) 693-2195
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 8am–8pm | Thurs.-Sat. 7am–9pm | Sun. 7am–3pm

$5 Off any bill of $20 or higher

Pantheon 
Restaurant
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Folks Feel Festive in the Tri-Towns

Afton’s annual holiday parade, held Saturday evening, Dec. 2, saw a huge show of community support, both 
in attendance and parade participation. Hundreds enjoyed the event, which featured one-of-a-kind floats, 
schoolchildren, local dancers, mounted riders, area fire departments and, of course, Santa himself.

Thanks to the Bainbridge Chamber of Commerce, since Nov. 25 downtown businesses have been sporting decked-out Christmas trees. The lighted trees will be on display now through the 
end of the year and will be just one of the many sights to see during the village’s annual holiday parade this Saturday, Dec. 9, beginning at 5 p.m.
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Folks Feel Festive in the Tri-Towns

unadilla’s annual Santa 
Saturday, co-presented by 
the unadilla chamber of 
commerce and the rotary 
club of unadilla this past 
Saturday, dec. 2, doubled as a 

day of festive fun for families 
and a chance to collect non-
perishable goods for those in 
need. The day included visits 
with Santa and mrs. claus, a 
brief parade, raffles and more.  

all donated goods will benefit 
the unadilla and Otego food 
pantries. 

photo credit: anna ritchey.

winners of the unadilla 

rotary’s yearly basket raffle 
were as follows:

 Food pantry donation 
basket - Zoe van der meulen

#1 - Janice Tuttle
#2 - rebecca ambrose

#3 - Jacqlene rose
#4 - Stacey Terry
#5 - Linda bickos
#6 - kayla
#7 - amy carvin
#8 - marilyn ramsey

#9 - Shirley goebeler
#10 - mary hubert
#11 - christie connor
#12 - Zoe van der meulen

Sidney’s Jolly Holly Parade, this year themed “12 Days of Christmas,” was presented Friday, Dec. 1 in downtown Sidney. The parade, perennially backed by the Sidney Chamber of 
Commerce, featured area dancers, including the popular ABC “Radio Sidney Rockettes,” fire departments, farmers, students, athletes and more. Following the parade, attendees enjoyed a 
tree-lighting ceremony, visits with Santa at his Whitaker Way headquarters and hot chocolate in the chamber’s welcome center.
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SidNey – The Sidney 
dunkin’ donuts, located in 
the Speedway gas station at 
the bainbridge-Sidney rte. 
7 intersection, recently made 
the holidays brighter for one 
local family. 

after participating in Sid-
ney’s Jolly holly parade for 
its first time, the company 
deepened its community in-
volvement by donating a fully 
lighted, decorated christmas 
tree to the Sieger family of 
bainbridge. 

The giveaway came about 
after the local dunkin’ do-
nuts decided to enter a float in 
the annual parade, crew mem-
ber michele heier said. 

“we had talked in the store 
about doing a float,” heier ex-
plained, “then i contacted the 
(Sidney) chamber so we (did) 
the float … but then all of a 
sudden we had a tree for the 
float, so we decided, let’s do-
nate this to a family in need 
after the parade.” 

The spirit of generosity 
proved catching, heier said, 
as the store’s initiative grew to 
include toy donations, hand-
painted ornaments and all the 
trimmings needed for a fes-
tive fir. 

“we hand-painted wooden 
ornaments and everyone in 
the store took them home to 
work on,” heier said, noting 
that 22 crew members partici-
pated. She added, “One em-
ployee crocheted ornaments, 
so we had lights, a tree topper, 
a tree skirt and ornaments.”  

Sidney dunkin’ donuts 
general manager Terry pineau 
said her workers were sur-
prised by the effort, but happy 
to help. 

“in the beginning they were 
quite shocked,” she said, add-
ing, “but then they got very 
excited because i told them 
we were a part of giving back 
to a family and to our commu-
nity … and a lot of them were 
very gung-ho.” 

extolling the store’s com-
mitment beyond the coffee 

counter, pineau said, “i told 
(the employees), ‘we serve 
the donuts and the coffee, 
but let’s take it a step further 
and show (customers) that our 
community means more to us 
than them paying for a cup of 
coffee.’” 

The recipients’ response, 
heier and pineau said, was 
reciprocally heartfelt.

heier, who asked for give-
away entrants via social me-
dia and then selected the 
winning family, said, “The 
(Siegers) came in Saturday 
morning … and they were 
very excited, very happy and 
very grateful that we did this.” 
She noted that, during the se-
lection process, she and other 
dunkin’ donuts representa-
tives specifically looked for a 
family with children. 

pineau noted that presen-
tation of the tree included 
stuffed St. Jude’s bears and elf 
toys for the Sieger kids. 

“They came with their 
children and the parents were 
very touched and very thank-

ful,” pineau said, adding, “we 
just wanted to bring that hap-
piness to a family that might 
need that at this time of the 
year. i want people to (know) 

that just because you might be 
less fortunate, doesn’t mean 
you should be less happy.”  

heier and pineau said, after 
their 2017 experience, they 

plan to enter the parade an-
nually and host future holiday 
giveaways in the community. 

Local Dunkin’ Donuts Spreads Cheer with Decorated Tree Donation

Dunkin’ Donuts mascot “Cuppy” (crew member Cody Barringer) stands alongside crew 
member Shane Wood, general manager Terry Pineau and “Sprinkle” (crew member Michele 
Heier) at the Sidney-Bainbridge Dunkin’ Donuts. The team was responsible for donating a 
Christmas tree with all the trimmings to a Bainbridge family Dec. 2.

Grangers Present Dictionaries to Unatego Third Graders

Dictionaries were presented to Mrs. Anderson’s class Monday, Nov. 29 at the Unatego 
Elementary School. A total of 78 were presented to the four classes by Butternut Valley 
Grange, which sponsors the giveaway as one of its annual community service projects.

Third graders in Mrs. Wong’s class are pictured with dictionaries presented by Butternut Valley 
Grange member Norman Ritchey. Kelly Wolner is also pictured with the class in absence of 
Mrs. Wong.

Mrs. Wagner’s third grade class received dictionaries from Grange representatives Anna and 
Norman Ritchey. The Grange’s presentation of dictionaries to each third-grader in the district 
has been going on since the late ‘90s.

Third graders at Unatego Elementary received dictionaries from the Butternut Valley Grange. 
Pictured is Mrs. Rowe’s class with Norm Ritchey representing the Butternut Valley Grange.

607-783-2289
Gilbertsville, NY 13776 
www.gilbertph.com

- New Heating System Installation
- Heating System Service & Repairs

- Septic System Installation & Repairs  - Plumbing Repairs
Call us for all your Plumbing and Heating Needs!

110 CLARENCE MUSSON RD., GILBERTSVILLE, NY 13776
607.783.2290 | THUNDERROADCR.COM

• FREE ESTIMATES
• ALL INSURANCE WORK

ACCEPTED
• EXPERT COLOR MATCHING
• DOWNDRAFT SPRAY BOOTH
• CUSTOM RESTORATIONS

ON CLASSIC & ANTIQUE
VEHICLES



Tri-Town News — Thursday, December 7, 2017 — 11TT
Join us for a Fabulous

NEW YEAR’S EVE
at the Silo Restaurant

Party Hats**Noise Makers
Complimentary Champagne Toast at Midnight!

PRIME RIB BUFFET

A SELECT NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU IS ALSO AVAILABLE

For Reservations Call
607-656-4377

We’re Still Booking
Holiday Parties

Gift Certifi cates Available

Complimentary

Sandwiches

Served at Midnight!

Only
$39.95

$32.95 Seniors (65+) $16.95 AGES 5-12

Dinner & Buffet Served 
5PM to 10PM

No Cover Charge!
Dance to the Music of 

ULTIMATE DJ PRODUCTIONS 
9PM TO 1AM

Comedy Show
Saturday, December 30th

Advance Sale Tickets
$12.50

Day of Show
$15.00

Complete with our famous Carving Station with
Prime Rib, Roast Turkey and Baked Ham

*Haddock*Veal*Chicken*Pasta
Full Salad Bar and so very much more!

Nearby when every 
second matters. 
Tri-Town Regional Hospital is becoming A.O. Fox  
Hospital – Tri-Town Campus on January 1, 2018.

Emergencies don’t happen when it’s convenient. Your 
family can depend on quality care in your backyard  
at A.O. Fox Hospital – Tri-Town Campus in Sidney. 

Our name may be changing, but the same  
excellent medical team is ready to help you and  
your loved ones with state-of-the-art equipment  
and experienced clinicians – close to home.

1-800-BASSETT 
Bassett.org/Tri-Town 

baiNbridge - The fol-
lowing are academic awards 
presented to bainbridge-guil-
ford central School students 
after the first quarter of the 
’17-’18 school year.

12th grade
principal’s honor roll:
miranda anderson, amaya 

carlin, Jonathan castle, ken-
ndra ceresna, maya cliffe, 
bernardina cordes, courtney 
delello, patrick demichele, 
iV, Samara greene, mara 
hartwell, molly O’hara, col-
lin puerile, Travis Terzo, mat-
thew warner, Tristan watford, 
Triston wilson.

high honor roll:
Timothy bauer, Jillian 

cannistra, Xavier cherniak, 
Jillian davis, kaia Fuller, 
adam ives, abel keve, car-
leigh Lester, camden mck-
own, brenton rideout, daniel 
Spencer, Nikola Spychalski.

honor roll:
Quintin benkovitz, kailey 

champlin, anthony davis, 
katerina dematteo, drew-
cylla dumond, destiny Jones, 
kiera martinez, Sean menzel, 
cody Shackelton, morgan 
Swartwout, cordel Vander-
mark, austin williams.

11th grade
principal’s honor roll:
Zamira caldwell, dadeon 

canfield, kristen chambers, 
Tannar cliffe, ryan cooper, 
helaina curtin, haley French, 
erica Frost, matraca harmon, 
Jacob hotchkin, alexis mat-
thews, kaylee miller, Thomas 
palmatier, kyleigh pedersen, 
Jared pruskowski, brendan 
roefs, abigail Selfridge, alan 
Terzo, alexander Tranvaag.

high honor roll:
daniel bartle, aubrey 

bronson, alexis carr, maris-
sa cuozzo, mckeyli decker, 
aubrey Fox, gwenyth ger-
mond, alexis gombach, Leah 
gregory, gina haddad, Ol-
ivia hawkins, alexis haynes, 
ethan ingham, haley morse, 
morgan Neidig, ashley Oli-
ver, katelyn porter, kori 
Thornton, gabriel watson.

honor roll:
Shiane astalos, mason 

brown, Skylar collins, kas-
sidy davy, makenzie drown, 
kyle Farnham, gavin Farrell, 

Joshua gaias, evan hyzer, 
damian knapp, andrew 
miller, alexis Nichols, Na-
than Oliver, brandon pal-
matier, Nickolas petrutoni, 
montana pikul, devon Scher-
haufer, evan Seymour, rowan 
Sherrick, rhianna Shew.

10th grade
principal’s honor roll:
Jake buchman, Saman-

tha ceresna, cierra French, 
courtney gilbert, daniel 
hager, Nathaniel henry, col-
by hotaling, alli miller, Tra-
cy O’connor, mariah Olcott, 
Samantha Sherman, hannah 
Sprow, ivy Sullivan, Lauren 
womelsdorf.

high honor roll:
ariell bound, makenna 

cole, cameron craver, eliza-
beth dumond, colby graef, 
bailey hart, Shelby haynes, 
Zachary Ladd, macie Leizear, 
Jadyn Olcott, kaitlyn parry, 
aliya pickens, Shelby Smith, 
hannah Spencer, hannah 
Storman.

honor roll:
NinaJo capobianco, Na-

thanial croop, isabelle 
decker, Veronica decker, 
mckenna edwards, philip 
gilbert, Zachary graham, 
parker Luca, dylan madsen, 
kiersten merwin, cheyenne 
Northrop, Nicholas richter, 
Luke Storman.

9th grade
principal’s honor roll:
alexis brown, cody buch-

man, makenna clark, abbey 
delello, garrett ives, Sasha 
Lamoree, ryan porter, ka-
trien roefs, John Scheuer-
man, erica Selfridge.

high honor roll:
bree barber, Sara can-

nistra, Jonmarick crawford, 
damien Farberman, parker 
Finch, Lisa gao, matthew 
kanzer, Joseph Lindsey, 
brandon Loucks, Tamera 
miller, abigail minturn, Tay-
lor parsons, Josephine porter, 
caleb presley, Trevor ross, 
emmalynne Sherman, Trent 
Thornton, Owen walley, 
daniel warner, Nicholas wil-
liams, halie young.

honor roll:
Thomas auer, macken-

zee barton, haiden burns, 
Logan dailey, Justin dibble, 

austin eggleston, Jonathan 
england, hannah goldswer, 
Jakob heath, dalani Johnson, 
Thomas Lord, ashley mat-
thews, raven moore, carlene 
palmer, michaela roach, col-
lin Shackelton.

8th grade
principal’s honor roll:
Nolan burns, Savan-

nah carlin, kira davidson, 
ethan gregory, Valerie had-
dad, Seamus Nolan, abigail 
wombacker.

high honor roll:
Owen drown, reese el-

wood, anthonylouis grigoli, 
Lance Jones, autumn mad-
ugno, alexis mcFee, colton 
Stockum, Summer wasiura, 
hailey Zehr.

honor roll:
matika bartle hughes, 

michael benham, makayla 
boice, kayden gombach, 
gavin guy, riley hurlburt, 
corey Lindsey, damien mad-
sen, haley ross, christian 
Seymour, evan Thorpe.

7th grade
principal’s honor roll:
celeste baldwin, Lainelle 

brazee, Lucas carlin, kaitlyn 
curtis, Lillyann Finch, cas-
sandra koster, marek rajner, 
connor Vredenburgh.

high honor roll:
hayley baker, Joseph 

cannistra, Tara Fitzgerald, 
kamryn French, ketcher 
graham, rileigh hacker, 
Nolan hawkins, anthony 
Ladd, eden Oefelein, garrett 
O’hara, donna palmatier, 
Jordyn parsons, Johnathan 
reynolds, konnor Schmidt, 
Trent Sullivan, mackenzie 
Terebo, ilias wilson.

honor roll:
Jonathan alemar, page 

barton, ethan beames, Sierra 
boice, caleb brimmer, ma-
son bownell, richard Frank-
lin, catherine Fuller, Liam 
germond, meadow harris, 
aidan hawkins-Odell, Sam-
uel Johnson, Taylor kazmir-
ski, autumn Loucks, dylan 
marshall, robert mcintyre, 
makenna merwin, braden 
murray, cameryn Northrop, 
Nickkie patton, Noah patton, 
kenyon pickens, mallory pi-
kul, caleb Smith, Thomas 
Spindler.

Bainbridge-Guilford Central School 
Academic Awards

FraNkLiN - The fol-
lowing are academic awards 
presented to Franklin central 
School students after the first 
quarter of the ’17-’18 school 
year.

7th grade
principal’s List:
madeline mcLaughlin.
high honor roll:
isabella hotchkin.
honor roll:
robert menyhart, max 

meo, aidan morrell, desiree 
rosenbusch, bernard Scherer, 
Sophia whitaker.

8th grade
principal’s List:
Tori decker, brandon 

gregory, matthew Serrao.
high honor roll:
kayla campbell, marissa 

campbell, Thomas rodri-
guez, Jacob Sanford, angel 
Shaw, Zoe warren.

honor roll:
michael cox, alan du-

mond, Leah hyzer, adriahna 
ransom, Victor rodriguez-
matias, meredith Shivers, 
Nicketa utter.

9th grade
principal’s List:
Jeffrey bullis, matthew 

cox, Nathaniel dennis, paige 
dutcher, abby-Noelle potter.

high honor roll:
dhalia Van kingsley, me-

gan yager.
honor roll:
gretchyn ackley, bryce 

davis, alyssa Nolan, cole 
ruff.

 
10th grade
principal’s List:
madelynn ackley, molly 

mcLaughlin, gabriel Smith.
high honor roll:
kristin cronk, Nicholas 

mcweeney, mohammad dan-
iel Zahid.

honor roll:
rileigh brown, morgan 

carpenter, Jonathan davis, 
dylan dewey, Sumer golin-
ski, george machala, alyssa 
Nowhitney.

11th grade
principal’s List:
alexis bellino, collin 

campbell, rachel cobane, 

daniel coughlin, Tyler greg-
ory, peter Niebanck, cora Van 
kingsley.

high honor roll:
Juliana archibald, Siera 

coloney, carson dutcher, 
matthew dyke, ethan hotch-
kin, Olivia hyzer, demitri 
Jaromack, amber Jordan, 
molli Opramolla, alexandra 
rodriguez, Lauren rodri-
guez, mohammad raheel 
Zahid. 

honor roll:
Janet ibrahimovic, Sebas-

tian Swift, adam Thies.
 
12th grade
principal’s List:
kirsten brownell, Lacey 

cox.
high honor roll:
Lilliana bevilacqua, Jar-

rett bryan, Nicholas chase, 
Jordan hull, megan Northrop, 
Timothy peterson, Jeffrey 
Sarno, Joseph Serrao.

honor roll:
cheyenn aubry, cassidy 

gardner, Jennifer meo, Jillian 
parascandola.

Franklin Central School Academic Awards

Area Academics
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help wanted

The cOuNTry mOTeL 
- rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended stay 
rooms at reasonable rates. all 
rooms have microwaves and 
refrigerators. Sorry no pets. 
call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

For rentwanted to BUY

hurLburT cOiN aNd 
paper - buying old u.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. cash 
offers. appraisals. ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

Business Directory

Sewing 
Machines

Eureka 
Vacuum 
Cleaners

Sewing Machines
5 ONEIDA ST., ONEONTA

607-432-8398

EN LKESB A
If we can’t � x it, throw it away!

TF

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

For Advertising in the Tri-Town News, please 
call Melissa Matthews at 607-208-4064.

legal
NOTice OF SpeciaL 

SchOOL diSTricT meeT-
iNg aNd aVaiLabiLiTy 
OF abSeNTee baLLOTS 

harpursville central 
School district 

broome and chenango 
counties, New york 

pLeaSe Take NOTice 
that a Special School dis-
trict meeting of the harpurs-
ville central School dis-
trict, broome and chenango 
counties, New york, will 
be held on January 16, 2018 
(the “election date”) at 1:30 
o’clock p.m., at the w.a. Ol-
msted elementary School, 54 
main Street in harpursville, 
New york, at which the polls 
will be kept open between the 
hours of 1:30 o’clock p.m. and 
8:00 o’clock p.m., prevailing 
Time, for the purpose of vot-
ing by paper ballot upon the 
following bond proposition: 

buS bONd 
prOpOSiTiON 

Shall the following resolu-
tion be adopted, to-wit: 

reSOLVed, that the 
board of education of the 
harpursville central School 
district, broome and chenan-
go counties, New york, is 
hereby authorized to purchase 
school buses at a maximum 
estimated cost of $265,000, 
including incidental equip-
ment and expenses, and that 
said $265,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, 
shall be raised by the levy of a 
tax upon the taxable property 
of said School district and 
collected in annual install-
ments as provided by Section 
416 of the education Law; 
and, in anticipation of such 
tax, obligations of said School 
district shall be issued. 

abSeNTee baLLOTS. 
NOTice iS aLSO hereby 
giVeN that applications for 
absentee ballots may be ap-
plied for at the office of the 
School district clerk. any 
such application must be re-
ceived by the School district 
clerk at least seven days be-
fore the date of the aforesaid 
Special district meeting if the 
ballot is to be mailed to the 
voter, or the day before such 
Special district meeting, if 

the ballot is to be delivered 
personally to the voter. a list 
of all persons to whom absen-
tee voter’s ballots shall have 
been issued shall be available 
for public inspection in the 
office of the School district 
clerk not less than five days 
prior to the date of the Special 
district meeting (excluding 
Saturdays and Sundays) dur-
ing regular office hours from 
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. until 
the date of the aforesaid Spe-
cial district meeting. absen-
tee ballots must be received 
by 3:30 p.m. on date of elec-
tion in the office of the School 
district clerk. 

any qualified voter may, 
upon examination of such list, 
file written challenge to the 
qualifications of a voter of any 
person whose name appears 
on the list, stating the reason 
for challenge. Such written 
challenge shall be transmitted 
by the School district clerk 
or designee to the inspectors 
of election on the date of the 
election. 

aNd FurTher NOTice 
iS hereby giVeN that in 
the event of a weather or other 
emergency which necessitates 
cancellation of the January 16, 
2018 Special district meeting, 
said Special district meeting 
shall be held on January 23, 
2018 at the aforementioned 
time and place. 

QuaLiFied VOTer: all 
u.S. citizens who have lived 
in the School district at least 
30 days prior to the date of 
the Special district meeting 
are eligible to vote if they are 
at least 18 years old, and not 
otherwise prohibited from 
voting under the provisions of 
Section 5-106 of the meeting 
Law. 

dated: harpursville, New 
york, 

November 8, 2017. 
by Order OF The 

bOard OF educaTiON 
OF The harpurSViLLe 
ceNTraL SchOOL diS-
TricT, brOOme aNd 
cheNaNgO cOuNTieS, 
New yOrk. 

darlene Noyes 
School district clerk  
11-23,12-7,12-21,1-4(4w)b

Deadlines 
for all ads is 

Monday @ 4pm

legal

legal
Village of afton
entry Level – Laborer—

Truck driver
high Scholl diploma or 

ged required
mandatory drug Testing
applications available at 

The clerk’s Office 105 main 
Street

afton, Ny during regular 
business hours

incomplete applications 
will not be considered.

12-7(1w)b 

part time office help need-
ed, answering phones, helping 
clients,data entry. email re-
sume to vippayroll12@gmail.
com.

12-7(1w)b
 

LegaL NOTice FOr 
Fire diSTricT eLecTiON

annual election of bain-
bridge Fire district

december 12, 2017
pLeaSe Take NOTice, 

that the annual election of 
the bainbridge Fire district 
will take place on december 
12, 2017, between the hours 
of 6:00 - 9:00 pm at the bain-
bridge Fire Station, 22 west 
main Street, bainbridge, New 
york for the purpose of elect-
ing one (1) commissioner for 
a 5 year term commencing 
January 1, 2018 and ending 
december 31, 2022. all duly 
registered residents of the 
bainbridge Fire district shall 
be eligible to vote.

Sandra k. Zorda
Fire district Secretary
bainbridge Fire district
12-7(1w)b 

uNaTegO ceNTraL 
SchOOL diSTricT

NOTice SpeciaL diS-
TricT meeTiNg

The board of education 
of Otego-unadilla central 
School district, Otsego and 
delaware counties, New 
york, hereby giVeS NO-
Tice that a Special district 
meeting of the qualified vot-
ers of said School district 
will be held at the middle/
Senior high School building 
in Otego, New york in said 
school district, on the 24th 
day of January 2018 at 12:00 
o’clock noon, for the purpose 
of voting by paper ballot upon 
the proposition hereinafter set 
forth.  Voting will be open 
between the hours of 12:00 
o’clock noon and 8:00 o’clock 
p.m.

reSOLVed that, pursuant 
to chapter 472 of the Session 
Laws of 1998, the board of 
education of the Otego-un-
adilla central School district 
is hereby authorized to lease 
and expend therefore, includ-
ing costs incidental thereto 
and the financing thereof, 
an amount not to exceed the 
estimated maximum cost of 
eighty thousand ($80,000), 
and for a term not to exceed 
five (5) years, the following 
motor vehicles: three (3) large 
passenger school buses; one 
(1) small passenger school 
bus.

and that such sum, or so 
much thereof as may be nec-
essary, may be raised by the 
levy of a tax collected in an-
nual installments; and that in 
anticipation of such tax, obli-

gations of the district shall be 
issued.

NOTice iS FurTher 
giVeN that applications for 
absentee ballots may be ob-
tained at the district clerk’s 
Office from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. on school days.  complet-
ed applications are to be sub-
mitted to the district clerk no 
later than seven days prior to 
the scheduled date of the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to 
the voter or the day before the 
vote if the ballot is to be de-
livered personally.  absentee 
ballots are to be submitted 
to the district clerk’s Office 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
date of the vote.  a list of all 
persons to whom absentee 
ballots have been issued will 
be available for public in-
spection during regular office 
hours, which are between 8:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on school 
days, until the date of the spe-
cial meeting, and any quali-
fied voter may file a written 
challenge of the qualifications 
of any person whose name ap-
pears on such list stating the 
reason for the challenge.  Such 
list shall also be posted con-
spicuously at the polling place 
during voting hours and quali-
fied voters may challenge the 
acceptance of the absentee 
ballot of a person on such list, 
by making his challenge and 
the reason for the challenge 
known to the inspectors of 
election before the close of the 
polls.

december 5, 2017
Joan m. French, School 

district clerk
12-7,12-21,1-4,1-18(4w)b

After School Enrichment Aide - $15.50/hour
After School Enrichment Teacher - $34.00/hour
Substitute Teacher K-12 - $90.00 - $125.00/day
Substitute Teacher Aide- $10.49/hour
Special Education Aide - $10.49/hour (step 1)
Bus Driver - $14.76/hour (step 1)
Substitute Bus Driver - $25.00/hour
Boys Modifi ed Track - $1,948/season (step 1)
Scores and Timers for Athletic Events - $49.00/event

The Sidney Central 
School District has the 
following anticipated 

openings.
Please apply online at
www.sidneycsd.org, 

District Info, Click tab 
under Employment

Information and follow instructions. 

weLLS bridge - The 
Four county Library System 
bookmobile for Otsego coun-
ty will be in wells bridge on 

Tuesday, dec. 12 from 2:10 to 
2:30 p.m. at the firehouse. For 
renewals and requests, call 
723-8236, ext. 322.

Bookmobile

SidNey - The Tri-county 
Seniors invite the public to 
join them at their holiday 
dance Friday evening, dec. 8 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at the ameri-
can Legion hall, 22 union St., 

Sidney. Live country and rock 
‘n roll music will be provided 
by the dirt road express 
band. a fee will be charged at 
the door.

Tri-County Seniors Invite Community 
Members to Dance Dec. 8

SidNey - The Sidney his-
torical association will host 
a christmas luncheon Tues-
day, dec. 12 at 12:30 p.m. at 
the Trackside diner on main 
Street, Sidney

The luncheon will feature 

a roast chicken diner with 
stuffing, mashed potatoes and 
vegetables.

For reservations, call bon-
nie curtis at 563-1547 or 
email jnbcurtis@stny.rr.com.

SHA to Host Dec. 12 
Christmas Luncheon

SidNey - The Sidney 
united methodist women 
will meet Thursday, dec. 14 
at 12:30 p.m. Note the ear-
lier time. attendees will be 
filling decorated shoe boxes 
with goodies for area shut-ins. 
anyone who is able is asked 
to bring some cookies, small 

jars of jams or jellies or single 
serve candies, crackers, etc. 
for the boxes. Those attending 
are asked to bring a few extra 
cookies, etc. to share for re-
freshments after the meeting. 
even if not a member of the 
umw, all are invited to come 
and share this special time.

Sidney United Methodist 
Women to Help Area Shut-ins 
at Dec. 14 Meeting

SidNey ceNTer – en-
joy a free day of holiday fun 
Saturday, dec. 9 at the Sid-
ney center Fire house in 
the hamlet of Sidney center. 
The event will include photos 
with Santa, crafts, a selfie sta-
tion, a hot cocoa bar, holiday 
movies, live music, games, 
gifts, snacks and more. Santa 

is scheduled to arrive at 5:30 
p.m. 

Organizers ask attendees 
to bring along a donation of 
canned goods for local food 
pantries. 

The event is being spon-
sored by the Sidney center 
improvement group. To learn 
more, visit scigny.org.

Sidney Center to Host ‘Holidays 
in the Hamlet’ Dec. 9

ONeONTa - monday, dec. 
11, the dave brandt chapter 
of Trout unlimited will hold 
its annual holiday party for 
members and guests at The 
plains meeting room begin-
ning with a 5 p.m. gathering 
and social hour and followed 
by a 6 p.m. buffet dinner. at-
tendees should bring individ-
ual table service and a dish to 
pass.

 For more information call 
roy and Judy bartoo at 353-
7807 or email bartoork@
oneonta.edu to reserve for 
head count and to coordinate 
food offerings.

members are asked to 
bring their own beverage if 

preferred. paper cups, nap-
kins and beverages will be 
furnished.  as is tradition, at-
tendees will play the “dirty 
rotten Shame” game, so 
should bring one gift for each 
person wishing to participate. 
participation in the game is 
voluntary. also, each mem-
ber should plan to bring an 
unwrapped gift for some less 
fortunate boy or girl, age 10 to 
12, to be donated through the 
Salvation army.

The final drawing of prizes 
for the annual raffle will be a 
part of the program. all mem-
bers are asked to return raffle 
tickets.

Trout Unlimited to Hold Holiday 
Party Dec. 11

ONeONTa - a free sup-
port group for mothers is 
being held at Little Lambs 
children’s center Saturday, 
dec. 9. mothers of infants and 
children can come together 
to meet others, share experi-
ences and gain support and 
information on breastfeed-
ing, infant and child nutrition, 
child rearing and other topics. 
The informal support group 
will meet from 9 - 10 a.m. at 
383 delaware county hwy. 11, 
Oneonta. 

The group exists offer sup-
port to all mothers in their 
journey, breastfeeding and 
bottle-feeding alike.  The 

group is open to all women, 
families with children en-
rolled at the center and the 
public. a lactation consul-
tant from delaware county 
public health department 
will be available to provide 
information and help answer 
questions.  babies and tod-
dlers are welcome to attend, 
however childcare will not be 
provided.

For more information, call 
432-6260. mom’s café is 
sponsored by Little Lambs 
children’s center and dela-
ware county public health 
department.

Mom’s Café Offered Dec. 9 at 
Little Lambs Children’s Center
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obituaries

Joseph A. Baker Sr.
SidNey - Joseph a. baker 

Sr., age 59, passed away Sun-
day, Nov. 26, 2017 at his home 
in Sidney surrounded by his 
family after a long battle with 
bladder cancer. he was born 
Sept. 27, 1958 in walton to 
raymond e baker Sr and ef-
fie a brisbane.

Joseph attended roxbury 
central School and graduated 
from walton central School. 
he resided in the Sidney area 
with his wife and two wonder-
ful kids. Joe worked at am-
phenol for 36 years. his ca-
reer ended as a well-respected 
plating room supervisor. Joe’s 
major love in life was spend-
ing time with family and 
friends. he was known for his 
caring personality, roundtable 
discussions, advice and great 
sense of humor.

Joseph is survived by his 
wife of 37 years, barbara bak-
er (neé haynes); daughter and 
son-in-law, Teresa and bryan 
walley of bainbridge and their 
two sons, Owen and gabe; son 
and daughter-in-law, Joseph, 
Jr. and regina baker of Sidney 
and their four children, chel-
sie, devin, brooke and ken-
dall; and his two fur babies, 
Jasper and Jasmine.

Joseph was predeceased by 
his father, raymond, Sr. and 
mother and step-father, ef-
fie and albert Van dyke, Sr. 
along with his parents, Joe 
was predeceased by three sis-
ters: Joyce Smith, irene baker 
and althea Van dyke. he is 
survived by step-mother, mar-
garet and howard robinson, 
Sidney; 12 brothers and sis-
ters: gerald baker of birch 
Tree, mo., arlene and ray-
mond wood of bainbridge, 
alberta Van dyke and wil-
liam Lobdell of grand gorge, 
raymond and melissa baker 
of Sidney, albert Van dyke 
and Lisa hoyt of unadilla, 
alan Van dyke of roxbury, 
Sandra and michael baldwin 
of unadilla, robert and Su-
san baker of Oneonta, carol 
baker and doug hurlburt of 
Oneonta, marie and kimmo 
eramo of Oneonta, kathy and 
bill burton of unadilla and 
christina and patrick miller 
of New Lisbon. he is also sur-
vived by in-laws, gloria and 
david hawkins, buffalo Val-
ley, Tenn.; richard and dale 
ingram, Norwich; Fred and 
dawn haynes, Sidney; and 
randy haynes and melissa 
cerbone, Sidney; and many 
aunts, nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

a celebration of life will 
take place Jan. 13 from 2-6 
p.m. at the Sidney Fire hall. 
contributions in Joseph’s 
memory may be made to: 
catskill area hospice & pal-
liative care, 542 main St., 
Oneonta N.y., 13820 or Sid-
ney emS or Sidney Fire de-
partment, located at 74 river 
St., Sidney, N.y., 13838 or 
delaware Valley humane So-
ciety 101 e. main St., Sidney, 
N.y., 13838.

condolences and memories 
may be shared with the family 
online at www.landersfh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers Fu-
neral chapel, Sidney.

 

Tammy Lynn Fletcher
OcaLa, FLa. - Tammy 

Lynn Fletcher, 46, of Ocala, 
Fla. and formerly of bain-
bridge, died unexpectedly 
Sunday, Nov. 26, 2017. Tam-
my was born at The hospital 
in Sidney on Jan. 30, 1971 to 
roger and Shirley Fletcher of 
bainbridge.  

Tammy was a beautiful gift 
from god to a family of all 
boys and was the pride and 
joy of her parents.  Tammy 
was a graduate of bainbridge-
guilford high School and 
loved playing basketball and 
softball. She attended her-
kimer college and was en-
rolled in the college’s travel 
and tourism program.  while 
attending herkimer college, 
Tammy was selected for the 
prestigious disney internship 
program.  as a result, Tammy 
worked for walt disney world 
in Orlando, Fla. for many 
years. while working for dis-
ney, she attended college to 
obtain her paralegal certifica-
tion. Later, Tammy returned 
to her hometown in New 
york so that her son, Timo-
thy, could finish his secondary 
education in a more positive 
environment. 

Tammy retained an over-
whelming desire to return to 
the warm Florida sun.  after 
marrying the love of her life, 
John doolittle of bainbridge 
earlier this year, Tammy and 
John purchased a home in 
Ocala and started their new 
life together in Florida. Tam-
my was a loving wife, mother, 
daughter and sister who em-
braced life fully. She loved 
her husband and her family; 
her dog Luke; and her many 
friends in Florida and New 
york.

Tammy is survived by her 
son, Timothy a. walts; hus-
band, John doolittle; mother, 
Shirley a. Fletcher of bain-
bridge; brothers, Thomas r. 
(and maureen) Fletcher of 
Sherrill, N.y., Todd S. (and 
mary beth) Fletcher of Fish-
kill, N.y. and Tad c. (and 
alyssa) Fletcher of wakefield, 
Va. She is also survived by 
many aunts, nieces, nephews 
and cousins.  Tammy was pre-
deceased by father, roger h. 
Fletcher; brother, Timothy e. 
Fletcher; paternal and mater-
nal grandparents; and several 
uncles and aunts.

a memorial service was 
held Saturday, dec. 2 at 
the First united methodist 
church of bainbridge. burial 
in greenlawn cemetery in 
bainbridge was private at the 
request of the family.  

c.h. Landers Funeral cha-
pel, 21 main St., Sidney han-
dled the funeral arrangements 
and the family is grateful for 
the caring and professional 
service they provided during 
this difficult time. 

in lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in the name of 
Tammy Fletcher to the First 
united methodist church, 
p.O. box 286, bainbridge, 
N.y., 13733 or to the delaware 
Valley humane Society, p.O. 
box 182, Sidney, N.y., 13838. 

Lena Doris Irwin
uNadiLLa - Lena doris 

irwin (neé Foster), 71, of un-
adilla, passed away peacefully 
at her home wednesday, Nov. 
29, 2017 surrounded by her 
family after fighting a long 
battle with cancer.

Lena was born in mason-
ville dec. 24, 1945 to ruth 
Foster. She proceeded to 
spend her youth growing up 
on her grandfather’s farm in 
masonville and graduated 
from Sidney high School. She 
later lived in deposit, where 
she raised her family.

during the summer, Lena 
could be found camping with 
her husband george. Together, 
they would spend the entirety 
of each summer picnicking, 
fishing and sitting around 
the campfire with family and 
friends. Lena was also known 
for being a regular at the Sid-
ney park, where she walked 
her beloved dog Lucy every 
day. during her walks, Lena 
would befriend anyone will-
ing to converse. Though she 
enjoyed spending time out-
side, Lena’s greatest joy came 
from spending time with 
her family. Small in stature, 
what Lena lacked in height 
she made up for in heart and 
she was always happy to lend 
an ear on the phone or host a 
family gathering.

Lena is survived by her 
loving husband, george w. 
irwin of unadilla; four chil-
dren, randy brown of Newark 
Valley, John brown and wife 
kim of deposit, karen brown 
of Lanesboro, pa., and deb-
bie chirico and husband Joey 
of Sidney center. She is also 
survived by her seven grand-
children, mike burnett, dia-
mond brown, austen Lewis, 
makenna Loucks, Trent wag-
ner, bryce chirico, philomena 
chirico and her first great-
grandchild, caylee burnett. 
Lena will also be remembered 
fondly by her aunt dawn, two 
nieces, Laura berkovitz and 
elizabeth conorowski and 
sister, Joyce podhayski. 

There will be a memorial 
service held Saturday, dec. 
9 at 1 p.m. at the masonville 
Federated church, state rte. 
206, masonville. 

Melvin Chandler Banks
uNadiLLa/aFTON - 

melvin chandler banks, 83, 
formerly of unadilla and af-
ton, passed away Saturday, 
Nov. 25, 2017 at the Lake 
wales medical center in 
Florida. he was born Sept. 
13, 1934 in deposit to the late 
Fred and Louise banks. mel-
vin was most recently a resi-
dent of indian Lake estates, 
Fla., since 1999. 

melvin retired from bendix 

Margaret L. Westgate
baiNbridge - marga-

ret L. westgate, 89, of bain-
bridge, passed away dec. 1, 
2017 at the Norwich reha-
bilitation and Nursing center.  
margaret (peggy) was born 
June 26, 1928 and spent most 
of her life in the bainbridge 
area.  peggy will be missed by 
her son and daughter-in-law, 
Victor and Lisa; her daughter 
and son-in-law, beckee and 
Jerry knight; and her grand-
children, christopher and 
Samantha.  peggy was prede-
ceased by her husband, ralph, 
and her son, marke.

peggy’s reputation as be-
ing a “love bucket” followed 
her throughout her life, even 
while living for the past seven 
years at the nursing home in 
Norwich.  margaret’s fam-
ily wishes to thank the entire 
staff at the Norwich rehabili-
tation and Nursing center for 
their compassion and care; 
dementia is a cruel disease 
taking its victim’s memories 
and connection to the present 
away from them in a slow and 
debilitating manner.

margaret’s family requests 
donations be made to www.
brightfocus.org, dedicated to 
finding a cure for dementia, 
in lieu of flowers.  burial ser-
vices will be private.  condo-
lences may be shared with the 
family online at www.lander-
sfh.com.

“This is my letter to the world
that never wrote to me
The simple news that nature told
with tender majesty
her message is committed
to hands i cannot see
For love of her sweet countrymen
judge tenderly of me”
–emily dickinson
 

Edward M. Lambrecht
waLTON - edward m. 

Lambrecht, 71, formerly of 
walton, died suddenly on 
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017 at his 
home.

he is survived by his wife, 
Lorraine; three children, bri-
an Lambrecht and carrie ga-
lletto, bainbridge, amy and 
eric ryder, afton and heather 
Lambrecht and Stephen John-
son, conklin; five grandchil-
dren; one great grandson and 
several nieces and nephews.  

he was predeceased by 
his parents, Lewis and Jen-
nie Lambrecht, and his six 
siblings.  he was a retired lab 
tech from kraft in walton, 
operated his family farm and 
was a full time foster parent 
for 30 years.

memorial services were 
held at the Osterhoudt-mad-
den Funeral home, 69-71 ma-
ple St., harpursville Saturday, 
dec. 2. Online condolences 
may be made at: www.omad-
denfh.com. 

Thomas W. Nielsen
baiNbridge — Thomas 

w. Nielsen, 74, passed away 
peacefully Thursday, Nov. 30, 
2017 at his home after a brief 
illness.  Tom was born dec. 9, 
1942 in brooklyn, son of the 
late walter and maria (Schlo-
bohm) Nielsen.  

he is survived by his be-
loved wife of 57 years, ria 
Nielsen; two daughters, chris 
and bill metch and Jamie and 
chris Saputo; six grandchil-
dren:  Jess and Tyler beck-
with, eric avery, cJ Saputo, 
Tom Saputo, dan and Jeni 
metch and Jake and mary 
kate metch; two great-grand-
children, wyatt and colton 
metch; and sister, June and 
burt ebanks.

Following high school, Tom 
enlisted in the uS air Force 
and served four years until 
his honorable discharge in 
1964.  he and ria spent most 
of their life raising their fam-
ily on Long island.  after re-
tiring from goldman Sachs as 
an operations manager, Tom 
and ria spent about 10 years 
in St croix and finally settled 
in bainbridge, where they’ve 
resided for the past 17 years.

Tom loved the outdoors, es-
pecially boating, fishing and 
camping.  he and ria enjoyed 
traveling and went on several 
cruises.  They were volun-
teer mediators for catholic 
charities and volunteered for 
Friends of the Libraries in 
Sidney.  Tom was genuine and 
kind and made friends wher-
ever he went.  his life was 
truly well lived and he will be 
dearly missed.

Friends are invited to call 
from 1 - 3 p.m. Sunday, dec. 
10 at c.h. Landers Funeral 
chapel, 21 main St., Sidney.  
memorial services with mili-
tary honors will follow at 3 
p.m.  in lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be direct-
ed to the american cancer 
Society.  

Share condolences and 
memories with the family on-
line at www.landersfh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers Fu-
neral chapel, Sidney.

after 37 years as a machinist 
and was a former member of 
the moose Lodge in Sidney. 
he enjoyed gardening and 
took great joy in taking care 
of his yard. he also enjoyed 
camping. 

melvin was predeceased 
by his first wife, Vesta banks, 
and daughter, donna banks. 
he is survived by his wife of 
45 years, Joan S. banks; son, 
Steven (marjorie) banks, 
Franklin; daughter, dar-
lene wilkins, greene; seven 
grandchildren, matthew, Na-
than (Vanessa), brenton and 
Jamison (Thea) banks, gwen-
dolyn (rick), Scott (LaTanya) 
and allen (Jessy) wilkins; 
seven great grandchildren; 
sister, Florence Terry, Frank-
lin; brothers, Fred (kathryn) 
banks Jr., Franklin, Lee (al-
ice) banks, halifax, Va. and 
kenny banks; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held 
at the westcott-madden Fu-
neral home, 123 main St., 
unadilla monday, dec. 4. with 
the rev. brandilynne craver 
officiating. burial will be in 
evergreen hill cemetery, un-
adilla. The family received 
friends at the westcott-mad-
den Funeral home prior to the 
service. 

memorial contributions 
may be made to a charity of 
one’s choice.  Online condo-
lences may be made at: www.
wmaddenfh.com. arrange-
ments by the westcott-mad-
den Funeral home. 
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TRI-TOWN PUZZLE PAGE baiNbridge - To-
gether with the First baptist 
church the First presbyte-
rian church, and St. peter’s 
episcopal church, the First 
united methodist church of 
bainbridge is offering a blue 
christmas Service. Organiz-
ers want people to know that 
it is normal to have mixed-
up feelings and that no one 
is alone in their christmas 
“blues.”

everyone is invited to at-

tend the blue christmas Ser-
vice at 3 p.m. Sunday, dec. 17 
at the First united methodist 
church, 27 N. main St., bain-
bridge. Four area churches 
are coordinating this non-
denominational event. The 
service will offer comforting 
readings, gentle music and an 
opportunity to participate in 
the candle lighting portion of 
the service. 

blue christmas is a non-
intrusive and respectful ser-

vice with a quiet, meaningful 
simplicity. blue christmas 
welcomes all, especially those 
who do not feel particularly 
“jolly” or “christmassy” right 
now.

blue christmas invites at-
tendees to allow some light 
into their darkness–to learn 
and grow from pain–as this 
season grants a bit more day-
light every day going forward.

Bainbridge Churches Team Up to Offer Blue 
Christmas Service Dec. 17

harpurSViLLe - if the 
holidays are difficult for you 
or someone you know, please 
come to the blue christmas 
Service being held dec. 21 
at 7 p.m. at the harpursville 
united methodist church, 
rte. 79, next to the fire station. 

This time of year is very 
hard for many. Some are miss-
ing loved ones, some have lost 
jobs, some have lost health 
or have broken relationships. 
Life is tough and it hurts. This 
special service is the time to 
bring your pain and heartache 

to god. everyone is welcome 
to attend this quiet, somber 
service to remind them that 
god is with us—always. even 
when you find yourself deep 
in a valley, god is there.

Harpursville UMC to Host Dec. 21 Blue 
Christmas Service

baiNbridge - The bain-
bridge council of churches 
Food pantry has received a 
generous donation from the 
Scoville-meno bainbridge 
dealership. $1,000 in cash 
plus several bags of donated 
non-perishable food items 
have been given to the pantry 
over the past few months. The 
dealership sponsored a sum-
mer food drive which resulted 
in food donations from cus-
tomers. included in the drive 
was money donated each time 
a car was sold during that time 

period. Food pantry organiz-
ers would like to express their 
appreciation for this wonder-
ful gift that will assist those 
in the bainbridge area who 
come seeking help with their 
family’s food needs.

The food pantry in bain-
bridge has been in continuous 
operation for more than 40 
years. after beginning with 
a “closet” at St. peter’s epis-
copal church, it has now been 
operating out of the method-
ist church for many years, 
even sharing space with the 

soup kitchen. The pantry cur-
rently serves approximately 
70 households per month, but 
has provided food for as many 
as 90 households per month 
in the past. The pantry also 
provides additional food for 
holidays and is experiment-
ing with extra food items for 
families with children during 
long school vacations.

The pantry could not con-
tinue without the support of 
many churches, organiza-
tions and individuals in the 
community.

Bainbridge Food Pantry Thanks Scoville-Meno 
for Donations

aFTON - at a time of the 
year when joy and happiness 
are the expectation of those 
immersed in holiday festivi-
ties, a large number of people 
are grappling with much dark-
er emotions.  in an effort to 
address this sometimes silent 
population, the greater afton 
area chamber of commerce 
is spotlighting a source of sup-
port within the community.

while it’s difficult for 
adults to deal with loss, chil-
dren have even more diffi-
culty expressing their feeling 
of loss and grief.  we are all 
greatly influenced by our cul-
ture’s unrealistic expectation 
that we can be immersed in 
suffering and loss daily and 
not be touched by it.  This is 
as unrealistic as expecting to 
be able to walk through water 
without getting wet.  but ig-
noring our own suffering and 
that of others has not made us 
happy.  instead it has caused 
personal suffering, worsened 
by this lack of communication 
and social support for adults 
and children alike.

participation with a lo-
cal compassionate Friends 
group provided information 
explaining that one of the 
most effective behaviors for 
bereaved parents is that of 
helping one another.  Follow-
ing a January 2000 meeting 
Joyce humphrey, an afton 
resident, envisioned an imme-
diate crisis intervention team 
to help newly bereaved par-

ents.  She presented her idea 
at the compassionate Friends 
January board meeting.  Sev-
eral board members became 
the first members of a plan-
ning committee that devel-
oped into what is now known 
as haLos (help after Loss).

haLos inc. was identified 
as a grassroots not-for-profit 
grief resource and referral 
organization. it became incor-
porated in 2001 and obtained 
its 501-c (3) in 2003.

in 2004 the haLos board 
of directors recognized the 
need to expand its defini-
tion of “loss” to include loss 
caused by a variety of trau-
matic events affecting chil-
dren and their families, such 
as a change in lifestyle caused 
by divorce, move or change in 
custody arrangements; incar-
ceration; life threatening ill-
ness; or death.  project hugS 
(help understand grief Situa-
tions) was created in 2004 as 
a means to provide outreach, 
mentoring and opportunity to 
develop positive coping skills 
for grieving children and their 
families.

project Teddy bear pro-
vides each hugS participant 
with a stuffed animal to pro-
vide immediate comfort while 
building trust with the haLos 
volunteer.  Through this proj-
ect, two donations have been 
made to the State police at 
Troop c in Sidney to provide 
comfort at the scene of any 
accidents involving children.

Since 2010, haLos has 
provided local children with 
an annual grief camp experi-
ence called camp hugS.  in 
2012, five haLos volunteers 
completed the grief recovery 
method certification training.  
Since then, multiple one-on-
one and group-based out-
reach programs for dealing 
with grief have been provided 
within the haLos service 
area.

haLos recently received 
funding that will be used for 
the development of a new 
comprehensive anger pro-
gram.  These funds will pro-
vide anger management cer-
tification for several haLos 
volunteers.  project mad 
(managing anger directly) 
will enhance haLos existing 
programs.  Their volunteers 
continue to learn how to bet-
ter help local communities 
and especially children.

The gaacofc is pleased 
to be able to draw public at-
tention to this service organi-
zation.  The haLos website 
is www.helpafterloss.com 
.  Visitors to the site can ac-
cess active support groups 
within broome, chenango 
and Otsego counties; ideas to 
memorialize a loved one; and 
a variety of professional grief 
information to help better 
understand the magnitude of 
children’s grief.  Questions or 
requests can be made through 
the website.

Greater Afton Chamber Spotlights HALos this 
Holiday Season
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Sports
bowlinG sCores

EAST MAIN LANES

Monday Morning Coffee 
League

Standings:
yoyo’s 72-24
rosebuds 66-30
Foxes 56-40
country girls 52-44
Four on the Floor 50-46
Silver belle’s 40-56
Lucky Sevens 36-60
150+:
r. mazzarella 170; r. Fisher 

172-155-151; b. woods 
179-153; c. Leizear 172; 
r. whitbeck 150; S. cut-
ting 158; c. daughtrey 
154-168; J. roof 154.

450+: 
r. Fisher 478; b. wood 467; 

c. daughtrey 462. 

Algonkin Motel Mixed 
Scratch League

Standings:
Jim’s auto repair 131-69
Stretch contracting 121-79
gilbert plumbing 98.5-101.5
east main Lanes 98.5-101.5
algonkin motel 93-107
prinz excavating 58-142
High Games:
r. Fisher 268cg, 247cg; b. 

rowe 247cg; k. Sowersby 
214, 221; k. macumber 
236cg; F. prinz 225; d. 
Finch 241; m. brewer 
226, 224, 247cg; c. Luca 
256cg, 257; m. anderson 
234, 206; b. walker 238, 
208, 203cg; a. wheele 
236cg; m. mazzarella 214, 
236cg; J. cole 237, 256cg; 
b. Shelton 237cg, 203; 
J. page 235cg; T. Sloan 
249cg, 214, 202; J. Sloan 
209, 204, 214; r. Sassano 
225, 215; r. Liberatore 
203, 200; p. Jones 245, 
226cg, 222.

High Series:
r. Fisher 701; m. brewer 697; 

c. Luca 695; p. Jones 693; 
J. cole 678; T. Sloan 665; 
b. walker 650; J. Sloan 
627; m. mazzarella 617; r. 
Sassano 615; m. anderson 
611; k. macumber 605; b. 
Shelton 604; d. Finch 602. 

City League
Standings:
ermetis 71-25
b k coffee 54-42
J&m Trophies 50-46
east main Lanes 44-52
universal Forest products 

37-59

Farm Family 32-64
HIGH SERIES:
chad c. 705; al r. 702; mark 

m. 629.
200 Games:
chad c. 256-257; al r. 266-

224-212; bob w. 217-223; 
bruce S. 256; mark m. 
252; kevin m. 211; reese 
c. 211.

CLEAN GAMES:
There were 5 clean games and 

10 splits made. 

Wednesday Mixed League
Standings:
grandparents 42-30
buckaroos 40-32
Lucky devils 36-36
3 musketeers 26-46
High single scratch:
a. markle 205; S. harris 185.
High single handicap:
r. wheeler 240; S. harris 

227.
High triple scratch:
a. markle 541; S. harris 450.
High triple handicap:
a. markle 643; r. whitbeck 

595.  

GALAXY BOWL

Wednesday Night Earlybird 
League

Standings:
Trash mashers 57-39
bruning enterprises 52-44
J & m Trophies 42-54
Lottie’s angels 41-55
High Single:
S. Meres – 184.
High Series:
L. Noble – 509.
High Games:
L. Noble – 180; S. Meres 

- 184.
High Series:
L. Noble – 509; S. Meres – 

506; L. Mason - 504. 

Thursday Morning Winter 
League

Standings:
ups & downs 78-18
The card Sharks 58-38
head bangers 58-38
4 Lane’s 56-40
gutter dusters 52-44
up & coming 48-48
4 deep 46-50
dizzy dames 32-64
Ladybugs 32-64
Friends 20-76
150+:
J. France 150; V. whaley 168; 

d. Fritzsch 173-190; J. 
adams 160; S. amatuc-

cio 198-191; m. burlison 
243-255-237; d. Northrop 
154-166-167; d. Larry 
204-214-181; V. Fagan 
171; J. walley 158-180; b. 
dascano 150; g. Lindroth 
171-151; c. Lane 150; e. 
bentlyewski 154; w. Lane 
218; d. whaley 257-174-
208; k. bruning 169-158; 
p. Lane 168-156; c. brown 
177-154-183.

450+:
d. Fritzsch 496; d. Larry 599; 

S. amatuccio 495; m. 
burlison 735; d. Northrop 
487; J. walley 468; d. 
whaley 639; k. bruning 
473; w. Lane 486; p. Lane 
469; c. brown 514. 

Thursday Night Pitch 
League

Standings:
Sharon & amy 41 - 16
dawn & roni 37 - 20
craig & Jim 34 - 23 (playoff)
Sharon & rich 34 - 23
ray & mark 33 - 24
cindy & Jay 32 - 25
Lorraine & clyde 32 - 25
John & Nevin 32 - 25
colleen & cindy 30 - 27
christal & dawn 30 - 27
carolyn & Janine 29 - 28
pat & Timmie 29 - 28
Lee & cindy 28 - 29
ron & mark 25 - 32
Lance & heather 25 - 32
david & John 21 - 36
emily & Frieda 21 - 36
barbara & John 21 - 36
Susan & kathy 18 - 39
Linda & ernie 16 - 31 

Sunday Night All Stars 
League

Standings:
glover & glover 72-32
haynes & haynes 62-42
meres & meres 58-46
bruning & bruning 56-48
patrick & patrick 52-44
gransbury & gransbury 

52-52
amerman & Smith 48-56
wicks & wicks 43-61
Tallmadge & Tallmadge 

41-63
mott & mott 34-70
High Individual Single:
Shawn patrick 246; margie 

mott 205 cg.
High Individual Triple:
gary mott 696; Sherry meres 

596. 

INDEPENDENT 

Sidney Varsity Basketball Wins 
Pre-Season Tournament

SIDNEY BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL participated in the Deposit Basketball Tournament 
this past weekend. Participating schools included Roscoe, Morris, Sidney and Deposit/
Hancock. Sidney played a tough game against Morris Friday night and won, advancing to 
Saturday’s championship game against Deposit/Hancock. Sidney started out slow in the 
championship, giving Deposit/Hancock a good early lead, but the Warriors gained points 
back to win the game and overall tournament. Sidney’s Steven Smith is pictured bypassing a 
Deposit/Hancock player to score a basket.

BOWLING LEAGUE
Standings:
“moJo” 63-49
Sidney Typo 60-52
margie & Tim 60-52
Jenifer & clyde 60-52
whales & the grump 52-60
Lisa & bobby 41-71
Scratch Game Women: 
margie mott 213.
Scratch Game Men: 

richard Johnson 247.
Scratch Series Women: 
margie mott 536.
Scratch Series Men: 
richard Johnson 644.
Handicap Game Women: 
Jenifer Fuller 253.
Handicap Game Men: 
richard Johnson 247.
Handicap Series Women: 
Jenifer Fuller 674.

Handicap Series Men: 
John dello 651.
Honor Scores:
richard Johnson 247, 226; 

dylan whaley 214, 205; 
margie mott 213; Tim 
harmon 204, 200; John 
dello 200.

Honor Series:
richard Johnson 644; dylan 

whaley 609. 

information on the 2018 
dept. of environmental 
conservation youth camp 
program:

· These popular camps are 
for two different ages groups: 
youth ages 12-13 and 14-17.

· camps start June 24 and 
run through aug. 17. each 
camp lasts for six days.

· each camp starts at 3 p.m. 
Sunday and runs through 4 
p.m. Friday.

· camps are at two loca-
tions in the adirondacks: 
camp colby and camp pack 
Forest.

· parents are responsible for 
personal spending money and 
transportation of their camper 

to and from the camp.
· Trout unlimited sponsors 

four free camperships each 
year! The camper is respon-
sible for the reimbursable reg-
istration fee.

· For details on how to re-
ceive a free campership from 
Trout unlimited, contact Tu 
president, Tom Trelease at 
434-7211 or e-mail tomtre-
lease@gmail.com.

· a one-page pre-registra-
tion form with the fee is re-
quired as soon as possible.

· pick up this form at any 
Trout unlimited-sponsored 
event or call the number 
above.

· Final registration should 

be completed online on Jan. 
24, 2018 starting at 10 a.m. 
This will be the time campers 
select date preferences, which 
will be filled on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. if a camper 
wishes to attend camp with a 
friend, both must register at 
the same time to assure that 
dec can accommodate both.

· don’t delay. if you know a 
child who would like to go to 
this camp, contact Tu as soon 
as possible!

Visit he Trout unlimited 
table at the Southside mall on 
Saturday, dec. 9 between 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Dave Brandt Chapter of Trout Unlimited Offers 
DEC Camp Scholarships for Area Youth

ONeONTa - The Oneonta 
chapter NSdar will have the 
honor of hosting big chuck 
d’imperio at its next meet-
ing Saturday, dec. 9 at 1 p.m. 
at the masonic Temple, 322 
main St., Oneonta.

big chuck will present a 
program called “upstate New 

york christmas.” please come 
to the meeting and bring one 
holiday item or story to share; 
all are invited. enjoy the pro-
gram and have some refresh-
ments while sharing the gift 
of your presence.

any woman, at least 18 
years of age, with an ances-

tor who was a patriot of the 
revolutionary war and who 
embraces the dar values of 
patriotism, education and his-
toric preservation, is eligible 
to join dar. 

For more information, con-
tact Liz moeller at 432-6625.

Oneonta DAR to Host Big Chuck Dec. 9

SidNey - The Sidney 
american Legion will have its 
annual children’s christmas 
party Saturday, dec. 16 from 
12 to 1:30 p.m.

There will be all kinds of 
fun things that day, including 
a visit from Santa. Legion-
naires are hoping to provide a 

free, take-home photo of your 
child. a free hot dog and bev-
erage will be provided for all 
who attend and the traditional 
“goodie bags” will be distrib-
uted to each child.

There will also be free face 
painting for all interested 
kids.

come for a fun time cel-
ebrating christmas.

The american Legion post 
is located at 22 union St., 
Sidney.

contact Larry halbert 
with any questions at lar-
ryhalbert7@gmail.com or 
237-4762.

Sidney American Legion to Host Annual 
Children’s Christmas Party Dec. 16

OTegO – unatego cen-
tral School’s high school and 
middle school student coun-
cils invite all senior citizens 
of the unatego central School 
district to a special “Senior 
citizen day” wednesday, 
dec. 13.  

The day will begin at 8:30 

a.m. with socializing and re-
freshments in the board of 
education room.  Some fun 
holiday activities and games 
will follow, and then brunch 
will be served. prizes will be 
awarded for the winners of 
games and a gift raffle will 
take place throughout the 

morning.  
The day will end at noon, 

with performances by the se-
nior high band and chorus. 

reservations are encour-
aged for the brunch.  please 
call 988-5036 to make your 
reservation. 

Unatego Student Councils to Hold Special Day 
For Senior Citizens

eaST guiLFOrd - be-
cause the need for food is not 
dependent on the seasons, the 
blessing box at the united 
presbyterian church of east 
guilford will remain available 
during the winter.

The cabinet is located in 

the church parking lot on 
route 8, north of Sidney.  For 
the winter months, it will be 
stocked with food and other 
articles that will not freeze. it 
is being lovingly maintained 
by church members and the 
community.

if you are in need of a little 
help to get by, the blessing box 
can provide it - it is there for 
everyone! remember, “Take 
what you need – leave what 
you can – and most of all, be 
blessed!”

East Guilford Blessing Box Gives Blessings 
through All Seasons
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by allison collins

SidNey – The morning 
of Thursday, Nov. 30 accO 
brands hosted a visiting con-
tingent of local and state 
elected officials, accO em-
ployees and walmart direc-
tor of public affairs Jason 
klipa to mark the latter’s rec-
ognition of the Sidney plant. 

after announcing a 10-
year $250 billion initiative in 
2013 to buy american-made 
and in turn spark domestic 
job growth, walmart selected 
accO brands as an example 
of that initiative’s success in 
New york State. walmart 
representatives recognized 
one manufacturing facility in 
each state.

Thursday’s visit comprised 
a guided tour of accO’s 
manufacturing plant and 
350,000-square foot distri-
bution center, followed by a 
town hall-style meeting with 
roughly 350 first-shift accO 
employees.  

accO brands Senior Vice 
president of uS Sales Sal Tes-
tani said the Sidney plant has 
been able to add 15 jobs “as 
a direct result” of walmart’s 
initiative; across accO’s 
three manufacturing sites na-
tionwide, a total of 50 jobs 
were created. 

“it’s exciting,” Testani said, 
adding, “Today we’re cel-

ebrating the number of jobs 
our partnership with walmart 
led to at Sidney and our other 
plants.” 

accO brands general 
manager Jeff almasian said 
company officials and em-
ployees were equally honored 
by the recognition.

“it’s an honor that walmart 
picked our facility out of all 
of New york State,” almasian 
said, adding, “i think today 
was an absolutely tremendous 
day for us. i saw a lot of pride 
on the part of our employees.” 
he added, “They recognize 
as well that we were the site 
picked in all of New york.” 

Supervisor of business and 
pr Support ann Fattarusso 
noted that accO brands 
learned of walmart’s recogni-
tion in early September. Like 
almasian, she said, “it’s such 
an honor for them to come 
here and see our facility.” 

klipa’s Thursday visit 
marked his last in the mid-
atlantic region. he called the 
Sidney facility “fascinating” 
and “an amazing place.”

Lauding the additional 15 
jobs created by walmart’s 
commitment to purchas-
ing planners and calendars 
from accO, klipa said, “we 
know this is making a dif-
ference in the community.” 
in a press statement, accO 
brands is described as “one of 

the world’s largest designers, 
marketers and manufacturers 
of branded academic, con-
sumer and business products.”

Selection of honorees, kli-
pa noted, was based on the 
quality of tenured partner-
ships between the company 
and its manufacturers. The 
initiative itself, he said, was 
“driven by consumers’ con-
cern with american-made 
goods.” 

“we look to suppliers that 
we have longstanding rela-
tionships with,” klipa said, 
“and the supplier had to have 
seen jobs created as a result of 
our (initiative).” 

director of delaware 
county economic develop-
ment glenn Nealis estimated 
accO brands “probably 
makes up 25 percent of the 
manufacturing jobs in the 
entire county.” he credited 
accO’s partnership with 
walmart as “not only stabi-
lizing employment, but also 
increasing it.” he added, 
“bringing these jobs back is 
great for Sidney, for delaware 
county and for the nation.” 

with more than 650 em-
ployees, accO brands is the 
second-largest employer in 
delaware county. 

For more information, visit 
accobrands.com.

WalMart Recognizes ACCO 
Brands as Top NYS Manufacturer

ACCO Brands General Manager Jeff Almasian, pictured center, called WalMart’s recognition 
of the Sidney plant among all NYS manufacturers an “honor.”

ACCO Brands plant manager Dan Fenton (right) highlights one of the facility’s popular 
calendar products for visiting official, Senator Jim Seward.

Unadilla Girl Scouts Sing Out the 
Season Sunday Night

UNADILLA – Unadilla Girl Scouts will take to the streets Sunday evening, Dec. 10 around 5:30 
p.m. to spread holiday cheer in song form. The local service unit, comprising several troops 
of Brownies, Daisies, Juniors and Cadettes, will perform its third annual evening of Christmas 
carols up and down Main Street, Unadilla until roughly 7 p.m. 
Here, the roughly 50-person contingent from 2016 is seen serenading porch-side in the village 
last year. 
To enjoy a visit from the unit, simply leave an exterior light on Sunday evening to let the girls 
know you’re ready for a festive round of carols.

Sidney Youngster Remembers 
Servicemen this Holiday Season

SIDNEY – Young Spencer 
Peck of Sidney is learning 
the true meaning of the 
season, thanks to an annual 
effort undertaken by him and 
his mom, Kayla Peck. 
She said, “I teach my son 
about the gift of giving (and) 
every year we do a collection 
and gift it.” Following last 
year’s sock drive benefiting 
the Firemen’s Association 
of the State of New York, 
she said, the pair made 
2017 about stretching their 
philanthropic reach even 
farther. 
“This year we collected items 
for troops overseas,” Kayla 
explained, adding, “This 
week we are getting ready 
to send the care package 
out.” Good of “all sorts,” she 
said, were collected in a box 
placed at the Sidney Elks. 
Spencer, 4, is pictured here 
with the donated items.


