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For advertising, call 
Melissa Matthews at 

607-208-4064

In 
observance 

of New 
Year’s Day,
Tri-Town 

News
will have

an ad 
deadline

 of Friday, 
Dec. 29
at 9 a.m.

The 
deadline 

for 
submitted 

copy will be 
Friday,
Dec. 29

at 4 p.m.

Thank you 
for your 

cooperation 
and Happy 
New Year

to all
Tri-Town 
readers! 

(607) 563-4311 • www.chambersohara.com

2015 Nissan Rogue SV all wheel drive, 2.5L 4 cyl, auto trans, Air cond, 
htd leath pwr seats,pwr winds, cruise, pwr locks, navigation, BU camera, 

alloy, 0  recalls, gray, 27,597 miles, Lifetime powertrain warranty

 $24,969
Plus tax, title & registration.

Pictured is the winning poster by Unatego third-grader Aubre Tweedie.

By Allison Collins

UNADILLA – Unatego 
Elementary School recently 
participated in the inaugural 
New York State Association 
for Health, Physical Educa-
tion, Recreation and Dance 
Poster Contest. Monday, Dec. 
18 Unatego third-grader Au-
bre Tweedie of Unadilla was 
announced fi rst-place catego-
ry winner for all of New York 
State.

The poster initiative, open 
to students in grades three 
through fi ve, paired art and 
physical education classes 
within schools across the state 
and was launched as a cross-
curricular effort to get kids 
excited about fi tness and liv-
ing a healthy lifestyle. Using 
the theme, “Physical Activity 
= Happy & Healthy Students,” 
18 Unatego Elementary en-
tries were submitted to the 
contest. 

Tweedie, 8, was awarded 

$250 for her winning entry, 
which features colorful paint-
ed runners and a cheering 
crowd done in collage motif. 

Unatego Elementary physi-
cal education teacher Kelly 
Wolner was awarded a re-
ciprocal $250, with which to 
purchase physical education 
supplies. 

Wolner, a NYS AHPERD-
accredited member, said the 
“brand-new, project-based 
learning idea” was a hit with 
students. 

“They were very excited 
when I presented it to them,” 
she said. “I really wanted to 
be able to integrate (art and 
physical education) and give 
the kids something to try and 
to get excited about.”  Wolner 
said she introduced the proj-
ect in her classes Sept. 26 and 
art students began working on 
the posters Sept. 27. 

Unatego Elementary art 
teacher Josette Wood said she 
guided students in the poster-

Unatego 3rd Grader Paints her Way to Statewide Contest Win

See Contest, page 5

By Allison Collins

BAINBRIDGE – Monday, 
Dec. 18 Bainbridge-Guilford 
senior Cordel VanDermark 
was surprised by a visit from 
Sen. Fred Akshar, R-Afton, 
at the DCMO BOCES Harr-
old Campus in Sidney Center, 
where VanDermark is a stu-
dent. VanDermark was named 
an “Akshar All-Star” as part 
of the senator’s monthly rec-
ognition program honoring 
students in the 52nd District 
who, according to a statement, 
“display great leadership, 
compassion, school spirit or 
improvement among their 

peers.” 
Akshar said Monday the 

initiative, begun this year, 
works to “really encourage 
smart, intelligent people that 
are doing great things … at 
school and in the commu-
nity.” Extolling the breadth of 
Cordel’s contributions to both, 
Akshar commented, “He is an 
amazing young man.”

Cordel, 18, said he was 
“nervous and confused” be-
fore receiving the award from 
Akshar. 

He said, “It was a surprise 
to me and it’s very exciting 
and overwhelming.” 

Cordel is enrolled in 

DCMO BOCES’ two-year 
Conservation and Heavy 
Equipment Technology Pro-
gram through which, Cordel 
said, he has learned heavy 
machinery operation, wood-
working skills and small en-
gine repair and maintenance. 
He was inducted last month 
into the National Technical 
Honor Society, is president of 
the BOCES Future Farmers 
of America chapter and was 
named “Student of the Year” 
in 2016. 

When not at BOCES, 
Cordel consistently earns 
strong academic grades and 
is a member of B-G’s soccer 

Bainbridge BOCES Student Named ‘Akshar All-Star’

See BOCES, page 5

By Allison Collins

ONEONTA – After her 
second child Noah, 4, was di-
agnosed with autism, Unatego 
alum Sheila Burch Andreic 
became inspired to launch an 
inclusive recreation and en-
richment center that catered 
not only to Noah’s unique 
play needs, but those of all 
children through age 12. 

The result is Noah’s World, 
located at 144 Roundhouse 
Road in Oneonta. Together 
with a group of parents, local 
elected offi cials and family 
members, Andreic hosted a 
Noah’s World ribbon-cutting 
in early December.

“The main thing is that 
there’s something for every 
child here,” Andreic said. 

“There’s options, and that’s 
something a lot of families I 
think felt was missing.”

The sprawling 
3,800-square-foot West 
Oneonta space, formerly a 
warehouse, features child 
and toddler ball pits, a read-
ing nook, an arts area, virtual 
gaming fl oor, several small-
motor development areas, a 
video gaming space, a large 
make-believe and dramatic 
play space, an eating area and 
retail section and much more. 
A specially designed sensory 
cave, including textured wall 
coverings, lighted water fea-
tures, white noise machines 
and ambient lighting, is a No-
ah’s World highlight.

Andreic grew the center 
from an initiative she began 

Unatego Alum Launches Autism-Inspired Play Space for All Children

See Play Space, page 5
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Pastor’s Pen(s)

WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS 
and PLATTERS

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE
FROM THE DELI –

Meat & Cheese Platters, including several kinds of 
Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-5; SAT. 8-4; CLOSED SUNDAYS
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & FOOD STAMPS ACCEPTED

Pine Ridge Groceries
4086 State Hwy. 206, Bainbridge, NY • 607-967-5926
Route 206 West (1¼ mi. from light at Rte. 7)

Just a Nice Story
By the Rev. Patty Wolff , 

United Presbyterian Church of 
East Guilford

Well, we’ve made it. An-
other year – gone! The stock-
ings are hung. The gifts are 
wrapped and laid under the 
tree. Everything is set, wait-
ing for the moment when San-
ta comes down the chimney!  
(Screech!)

Wait a minute!! Stop!! 
Santa!?! A guy in a red suit! 
Saint Nick, that jolly old elf! 
What?!? Santa Claus is known 
by many names and in every 
language across the globe. 
Even people who believe in 
no gods look forward to the 
evening when we celebrate 
the mythical ride of a ficti-
tious character who traverses 
the entire world in a single 
night aboard a sleigh pulled 
by flying reindeer (one with 

a head cold), leaving gifts 
for all those who were fortu-
nate enough to end up on the 
“nice” list this year. Santa is 
coming!

It’s a fantastic story. And 
only the very young at heart 
still believe it. But more fan-
tastic is the story of a holi-
day whose date was set at the 
Council of Nicaea (325 AD): 
it tells of a baby boy, born of 
Jewish parents in occupied 
lands in an inhospitable place. 
“There was no room,” we are 
told, so Jesus was born in 
what amounted to a stable or 
cave; no doctors, no hospital, 
not even a few “It’s a Boy” 
balloons to cheer his coming. 
Not only was his safe birth 
an incredible miracle back 
then (and still today), but even 
more miraculous was the fact 
that this tiny child, who we 
know existed in human his-
tory, would become a great 

leader, a defender of the poor, 
a proponent of justice, a com-
passionate healer and a noted 
teacher and rabbi. Through 
his preaching and life’s work, 
Jesus would touch the disen-
franchised in his world and 
comfort them with the good 
news of peace – wholeness 
and wellbeing.  He would 
convince them that each was 
beloved by the god of the uni-
verse: that powerful, precious 
spirit that hovered over the 
waters of creation and spoke 
everything into being ex nihi-
lo (from nothing). Jesus would 
show by His example what it 
means to love one another; to 
extend ourselves towards each 
other in sacrifice and caring; 
to stand up for each other, de-
spite the cost.

After three years of itiner-
ant preaching and going out 
to be with those he loved, the 
secular “powers that were” 

arrested and executed this 
gracious man. Even those of 
us who can’t  believe a virgin 
birth, or a glorious resurrec-
tion after three days dead, or 
in any God, know that with-
out Jesus’ sacrifice, we would 
not know how to love as he 
loved and Christmas would 
be just another nice story. 
This Christmas, celebrate 
the fantastic story of the one 
who comes to us again, whose 
humanity proved we can live 
out the miracle of loving 
as Jesus did, though we are 
nothing more than human. 
This year, make room for the 
Christ child. As the carol says, 
“where meek souls will re-
ceive him still, the dear Christ 
enters in!” 

Merry Christmas and God 
bless us all!

A Tale of Two Christmases
By the Rev. Dr. Rebecca 

Drebert, St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church, Bainbridge

The first kind of Christmas 
is from the tale “The Night 
Before Christmas.”  You 
know, the one about Santa 
Claus coming down the chim-
ney bringing gifts.  It portrays 
a night of mystery and magic. 
But how does Santa manage 
to go up and down the chim-
ney?  What happens if there 
is no chimney?  How does he 
know who has been naughty 
and nice?  (I hope nobody 
hacks into his database!)

There are some wonderful 
aspects of this first Christmas, 
what I would call the secular 
Christmas.  It acknowledges 
a connection between a spiri-
tual world and the physical 
world.  It celebrates the vir-

tues of generosity, peace and 
love and acceptance.  Unfor-
tunately this Christmas has 
been corrupted almost beyond 
recognition.  Marketers and 
retailers use this season to 
make most of the year’s rev-
enue, so they advertise sales 
and deals emphasizing the im-
portance of getting more and 
more.  Children are exposed 
to greed. Secular Christmas is 
like one big birthday party.  It 
is good to have a holiday in the 
middle of winter to brighten a 
season of darkness. There are 
many beautiful parts to this 
Christmas – lights on the tree, 
nice wrapping paper, wonder-
ful concerts, decorated houses 
and fun parties.  

In the secular Christmas, 
the birth of Jesus Christ is 
sentimentalized.  The baby is 
cute and clean and doesn’t cry, 
only coos and gurgles.  We 

have molded this baby into 
our own image: perfect, well-
mannered (and white).  The 
stable doesn’t stink.  

The second kind of Christ-
mas is the tale found in the 
gospels of Luke and Matthew.  
It is a compelling story of a 
couple living in an oppressed 
culture who travel in faith and 
hope with God.  They could 
not know where their journey 
would lead. Certainly they 
could not know that in this 
child rested the hope of the 
entire world.   In the Episcopal 
Church and others the proper 
name for Christmas is the 
Feast of the Incarnation.  We 
celebrate what is barely men-
tioned in the secular Christ-
mas festivities: that God Him-
self has entered into the world 
he created in order to demon-
strate his solidarity with the 
people He created.  Through 

this child, I believe that God 
wanted to show us that salva-
tion does not depend on fol-
lowing institutional church 
laws or cultural customs.  He 
wants us to know that we are 
loved and accepted even as we 
are.  That is awesome.

The Incarnation marks the 
beginning of the kingdom of 
God, even though it is not yet 
fulfilled.  By entering into hu-
manity, God calls us to join 
him in building His kingdom.  
As His hands and feet, we 
are called to be co-creators, 
which gives humanity a dig-
nity we never imagined.

As we celebrate this Christ-
mas season, we can have fun 
with the first secular Christ-
mas.  But the second Christ-
mas is the real tale.

The Silversmith Wm. Boerner

and Goldsmith
ROUTE 7 • OTEGO, NY 13825

www.TheSilversmith.org

607-988-7973 New
Hours Wed. thru Sat. 

10am-4pm

BUYING/SELLING ESTATE JEWELRY & ANTIQUES
APPRAISALS • REPAIRS • ENGRAVING • CUSTOM WORK

Joy to the World!
Wishing you every happiness this holiday season and beyond. 

We appreciate your loyal patronage this past year.
CLOSING DEC. 22 AT 2 P.M. THRU DEC. 26.

CLOSED JAN. 1 FOR NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAY.

CATSKILL TRAVEL
24 River St. • Sidney • 607-563-2156

Always warm and comfortable in 
cold weather. Please think of us 

when it comes to Christmas giving, 
or any other time.

We hope you have a great holiday

109 City Route 38
Bainbridge

 967-4145
Open Mon. 10-5, Thurs-Sat 10-5
Sun. 12-5. Closed Tues. & Wed.

McDowell & Walker, Inc.
Searching for that Perfect Gift?

We’ve Got Something For 
Everyone On Your List!

Check Out Our Everyday 
Low Prices!

Shop Locally 
Owned for the 
Holiday Season!

5 Mang Dr., Sidney, NY 13838-1346
607-563-9797
Mon.-Fri 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

AFTON – A tradition-
al community candlelight 
Christmas Eve service will 
be held at the First Baptist 
Church in Afton Sunday, Dec. 
24.  The service will start at 
7:00 p.m. and will include lots 
of wonderful Christmas music 
along with traditional Bible 
readings recounting the birth 
of Jesus Christ. In addition, 
a multi-generational choir of 
more than 35 voices will per-
form a beautiful musical en-
titled “Light of the World.” A 
brief Christmas message from 
God’s word by the pastors will 
also be part of the service, as 
will a time of caroling by can-
dlelight at its close. The ser-
vice will be held in the church 
Family Life Center, which has 
been appropriately decorated 
for the season and where there 
is lots of room. 

This holiday service is free 
and a nursery will be available 
for the littlest ones. Everyone 
is invited to this special fam-
ily occasion. 

For more information, call 
639-1030. 

COVENTRYVILLE – The 
First Congregational Church 
UCC of Coventryville invites 
all friends and neighbors to a 
Candlelight Service of Les-
sons and Carols Sunday, Dec. 
24 (Christmas Eve) at 7p.m. 

Travel state Highway 206 
or 41 to Coventryville; at the 
four-corner blinking light in-
tersection, turn onto county 
Road 27 and the church this 
visible from there. 

Join in the singing and hear 
the message of Christmas. 

For additional details, 
call Pastor Joyce Besemer at 
639-1841. 

GILBERTSVILLE – The 
community Christmas Eve 
service will be held at Christ 
Episcopal Church, beginning 
at 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 24. All 
are welcome to attend.  

HARPURSVILLE – The 
Harpursville United Method-

ist Church, the stone church 
located alongisde the fire sta-
tion, will host a carol candle-
light services Sunday, Dec. 
24, Christmas Eve at 7:30 p.m. 

Because Christmas Eve 
is on a Sunday, regular 
church services will begin 
at their usual times at both 
churches: Harpursville, 11 
a.m. and Ouaquaga, 9 a.m., 
though those services will be 
shortened.

Candles will be lit during 
the special service; candles 
of joy despite all sadness, 
candles of hope where de-
spair keeps watch, candles of 
courage for fears ever-present; 
candles of peace for tempest-
tossed days, candles of grace 
to ease heavy burdens, can-
dles of love to inspire all liv-
ing, candles that will burn all 
year long. 

“When the song of the an-
gels is stilled, when the star 
in the sky is gone, when the 
kings and the princes are 
home, when the shepherds are 

back with their flock, the work 
of Christmas begins: to find 
the lost, to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, to release 
the prisoner, to rebuild the na-
tions, to bring peace among 
others, to make music in the 
heart.” – Howard Thurman 
(1899-1981) 

SIDNEY – First Baptist 
Church of Sidney Christmas 
Services:

Sunday, Dec. 24: 
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:45 a.m. - Gathered 

Worship
6 p.m. - Christmas Eve 

Program
The public is invited to 

attend.  

UNADILLA CENTER – 
The Unadilla Center United 

Methodist Church will host 
its Christmas Eve candlelight 
service at 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
24.

Christmas Eve Service Listing

BAINBRIDGE - The New 
Beginnings Thrift Shop, lo-
cated at First Presbyterian 
Church in Bainbridge, will be 
closing for a holiday break. 
Note that the last day for 
shopping will be Thursday, 
Dec. 21. The shop will reopen 
Thursday, Jan. 11 at the usual 

time of 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Now is the time to hurry 

in for last minute Christmas 
gifts, warm clothing and all 
those assorted items that the 
shop is famous for. Prices 
are very low and the selec-
tion changes weekly thanks 
to new donations. If you are 

in need of a winter coat or 
hat, DVDs to watch on snowy 
days, books and toys (don’t 
forget those 1,000 piece jig-
saw puzzles that resurface this 
time of year), warm jammies 
and throws or just that kitchen 
gadget that needs replacing, 
look here first.

There will also be a bag 
sale of remaining Christmas 
decorations Thursday, Dec. 
21.

Many thanks to all who 
support the thrift shop in so 
many ways. May you all have 
a blessed Christmas and a 
healthy, happy New Year.

Bainbridge Thrift Shop to Close for Holiday Break
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SIDNEY
25 YEARS AGO

Dec. 23, 1992 
At 1992’s close, funds for 

expansion of the Sidney Me-
morial Public Library stood 
at $70,382, with completion 
of the project anticipated by 
December 1993.  The proj-
ect included construction of 
a connector between the two 
library buildings and some 
renovations to preexisting 
facilities. 

A review of the working 
drawings for the expansion 
project and preparation of 
contracts was expected to be 
completed by the end of Feb-
ruary 1993.  In March of that 
year, the drawings were to be 
submitted for final review by 
the Sidney Village board. 

The village was expected 
to seek bids in early spring, 
with construction slated for 
mid-May. 

In support of the effort, a 
1993 fundraising drive was 
scheduled to kick off and in-
clude a new set of Collier’s 
Encyclopedias.  

Following the death of Lu-
cretia D’Imperio, it was an-
nounced that one of two long-
standing philanthropic efforts 
managed by the prominent 
Sidney woman would cease. 

Lucretia’s Pantry, a food 
pantry started by D’Imperio 
in downtown Sidney, closed 
in mid-December, while her 
Operation Merry Christmas 
lived on. 

Longtime volunteer with 
D’Imperio, Ginny Ireland, 

said, because Sidney had an-
other operational food pantry 
and space was no longer avail-
able for Lucretia’s, the deci-
sion was made to close doors. 

Before closing, Ireland said 
at the time, 97 families were 
cared for, including more than 
200 children. Any remain-
ing food was donated to area 
churches. 

The decision was made to 
keep Operation Merry Christ-
mas going, tentatively. Ireland 
said the program’s future was 
dependent upon “local re-
sponse and the willingness of 
people to keep the program 
alive.” 

(2017 marked Operation 
Merry Christmas’ 77th unin-
terrupted year.) 

 
BAINBRIDGE

25 YEARS AGO
Dec. 23, 1992

At a public hearing Dec. 
14, the Bainbridge Board of 
Trustees reviewed the SEQR 
(State Environmental Qual-
ity Review) application for 
the Pleasant View project by 
Craig Wilson. 

Attorney for the project 
David DeClue, together with 
engineer Gordon Sheret, ex-
plained the scope of the subdi-
vision and answered questions 
regarding it. At the time, the 
development was projected 
to include 55-57 lots rather 
than the originally proposed 
62. Other minor changes in 
the impact statements were 
accepted by DeClue for Wil-
son and he also outlined the 
need to have the town accept 

and maintain Cornell Drive 
so that emergency vehicles 
could continue using that ac-
cess point. 

DeClue said that annexa-
tion procedures for the town’s 
portion of the parcel were to 
begin shortly thereafter and 
that hearings would be held 
for that through 1993. 

 
It was announced that liver 

transplant survivor and son 
of Bainbridge Michael Rice 
would return home in time for 
Christmas ’92. 

After undergoing a “very 
successful liver transplant” it 
was reported that his doctors 
and family members were 
thrilled that his recovery had 
advanced enough for him to 
come home for the holidays. 
The medical staff in the out-
of-state hospital where the 
transplant was performed was 
reportedly “amazed that the 
youngster had progressed so 
rapidly in such a short time.” 
Rice’s surgery took place Nov. 
27.

Rice was expected to begin 
school anew in January 1993.  

AFTON
25 YEARS AGO

Dec. 23, 1992
Author of Tri-Town News’ 

“Wandering with Wally” col-
umn, Walter Uebele of Af-
ton, died Dec. 15, 1992. The 
column chronicled his life 
and observations in the town. 
Before penning his self-titled 
column and with help from 
wife, Marylouise, Uebele 
also wrote the Guilford News 

column. 
 

SIDNEY
50 YEARS AGO

Dec. 27, 1967
This date signified the last 

published edition of the Sid-
ney Record. Effective Jan. 1 
1967, the paper began publi-
cation as Tri-Town News. 

The Sidney Record and 
Bainbridge News were 
formed roughly eight years 
beforehand by combining the 
Sidney Record-Enterprise and 
the Bainbridge News and, in 
October 1967, the Unadilla 
Times was added. 

The name ‘Tri-Town News’ 
was chosen to better reflect 
the area covered by the news-
paper. The press run at the 
time was around 6,000 copies. 

BAINBRIDGE
50 YEARS AGO

Dec. 27, 1967
A refugee doctor and his 

wife were scheduled to visit 
from Bulgaria on this day 
under the sponsorship of the 
Presbyterian Church of Bain-
bridge, which located the doc-
tor through communications 
with the World Council of 
Churches. 

The doctor, Grigor Grig-
orof, and his wife, Ekaterina, 
were to be med at Kennedy 
Airport by the Rev. Arthur 
F. Kopp, then-pastor of the 
First United Presbyterian of 
Bainbridge.  

This week’s quote is from 
Antoine de Saint Exupery: 
“Perfection is achieved not 
when there is nothing more to 
add, but when there is nothing 
left to take away.” 

This is the last week of 
classes before it’s time for a 
holiday recess with Christmas 
and New Year’s Day. Have a 
great holiday, everyone. You 
will be welcomed back to 
classes Tuesday, Jan. 2.

Local libraries will be open 
throughout the holiday break, 
so stop in and get some books. 
The break could prove a good 
time to catch up on some 
reading. The libraries also 
have computers and offer use 
of copier and fax equipment.

Here on the farm we have 
been getting some calves born 
and bull calves sold at auc-

tion. Prices for beef cows and 
calves have gotten pretty low 
and it is not even enough to 
cover the cost of breeding the 
cows to have another calf the 
next year. Maybe 2018 will 
prove better; we can all hope. 

A veterinarian paid us a 
visit to check the cows for 
pregnancy and any cows that 
were having trouble this past 
week. The vet will be back 
after Christmas to check them 
again. It is a good idea to 
keep track of the cows so any 
trouble can be caught sooner 
rather than later. 

The cows will be tested for 
milk production after Christ-
mas also; until then, we hope 
all keeps going well. 

Personals: Last week we 
traveled to Charlotte Val-
ley School in Davenport to 

enjoy a middle school and 
high school holiday concert. 
Four of our grandchildren, 
Allison, Morgan, Cassie and 
Travis Pierce, the children of 
our daughter Christine and 
husband Dave Pierce, partici-
pate in the chorus and band. 
They played some nice tunes 
and many Christmas songs.  
It was very enjoyable and we 
look forward to more concerts 
in the future. The previous 
week before we also enjoyed 
a concert by the Sidney Jazz 
Band. Members did a great 
job. That show was played by 
students in grades 6 through 
12. Good luck to the student 
players and director/teacher 
Mr. Gregg Norris in upcom-
ing musical competitions. We 
look forward to more concerts 
to come. 

Birthday greetings this 
week go out to Donna Jump 
Dec. 23; David Metcalf Dec. 
24; Mary Scott Tomeo, Tony 
Masciave and Joe Brown Dec. 
25; Karleen DuMond Dec. 26; 
Erin Andrews Dec. 30; and 
Jolene Scott Dec. 31. Have a 
great day, everyone. 

Masonville Federated 
Church Sunday services are 
at 11 a.m., with adult Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m.  Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m. is Bible Study; 
participants will be finish-
ing advent study. Attendees 
should bring a snack for the 
Christmas Party at 5:30 p.m. 

A reminder that Sunday at 
7 p.m. will be the Christmas 
Eve Service. Have a great 
Christmas holiday, everyone. 

BAINBRIDGE - The Soup 
Kitchen at the Bainbridge 
United Methodist Church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s Facebook page.

 
SIDNEY - A full meal is 

served at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 25 River St. every 
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Food selections vary 
weekly and all are welcome. 

UNADILLA - A week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery Thursday at 12:30 p.m. 
at St. Matthews Episcopal 

Church. A free will offering is 
appreciated. 

UNADILLA - Breakfast in 
the Basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at the Unadilla United 
Methodist Church on Main St. 
All are welcome. Donations 
are accepted but not expected. 

SIDNEY - Free soup night 
at the First Congregational 
Church of Sidney serves 
from 4 - 6 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month until 
April.  

UNADILLA - Breakfast in the Basement will be continuing 
to celebrate the Advent season with free breakfast on Dec. 23 
from 9 to 11 a.m. at the Unadilla United Methodist Church. 

A children’s Christmas pageant will be performed at 10 a.m. 
on Dec. 23. All are welcome to come, relax and enjoy.

AFTON - The village of 
Afton would like to remind 
residents and business own-
ers that all sidewalks must be 
cleared of all snow and ice ob-
structions within 24 hours of 
snowfall. 

AFTON - The village of 
Afton would like to remind 
area residents of the no park-
ing law on all highways and 
village parking areas within 
the village between the hours 
of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. now 
through April 1, 2018. The 
parking of vehicles is also 
prohibited on New York State 
Rt. 7 from the intersection of 
New York State Rt. 7 and New 
York State Rt. 41 to Pleasant 
Avenue. between the hours of 
2 a.m. to 6 a.m. year-round.  

GUILFORD - The Guil-
ford Town Hall will be closed 
Thursday, Dec. 21 through 
Monday, Dec. 25 for the 
Christmas holiday.  Normal 
business hours will resume 
Tuesday, Dec. 26. Note there 
will not be court on Dec. 26 
or Dec. 28. 

BAINBRIDGE - The vil-
lage of Bainbridge offices will 
be closed Saturday, Dec. 23 
through Monday, Dec. 25 in 
observance of the Christmas 
holiday. The office will re-

open on Tuesday, Dec. 26 at 9 
a.m. for regular business. 

AFTON - Village of Afton 
offices will be closed for the 
following holidays: Monday, 
Dec. 25, Christmas Day, and 
Monday, Jan. 1, New Years 
Day.  

GUILFORD - The Guil-
ford Town Hall will be closed 
Thursday, Dec. 28 through 
Monday, Jan. 1 for the New 
Year’s holiday. Normal busi-
ness hours will resume Tues-
day, Jan. 2. Note there will not 
be court on Jan. 2. 

BAINBRIDGE - The vil-
lage of Bainbridge offices will 
be closed Saturday, Dec. 30 
through Monday, Jan. 1 in ob-
servance of the New Year hol-
iday. The office will reopen on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2 at 9 a.m. for 
regular business. 

AFTON - The Afton Cen-
tral School Board of Edu-
cation will hold its regular 
monthly meeting on Thurs-
day, Jan. 4.  The meeting is 
scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. 
in the boardroom directly 
across from the district office.  
Visitors are asked to use the 
entrance on Sand Street for 
board meetings. 

FRANKLIN - A “Home-
town Christmas Concert” will 
return to St. Paul’s Church 
in Franklin Saturday, Dec. 
23 at 6 p.m. Arrive early for 
best seating. Al Fedak will 
perform a prelude of original 
Christmas selections begin-
ning at 5:45 p.m.

Catskill Brass will play a 
selection of sacred and secular 
musical selections appropri-
ate to the Christmas season, 
including classical works by 
Beethoven, Handel, Bach and 
Ravel, along with traditional 
seasonal music arranged by 
members of the ensemble and 
Fedak.

Since 1971, Catskill Brass, 
under the direction of Car-
leton Clay, has performed 
hundreds of Christmas con-
certs throughout the Catskills 
and has toured New England 
and the mid-Atlantic states.

For this concert, Catskill 
Brass will feature Ben Al-
dridge and Carleton Clay on 
trumpets, Gregory Williams 

on horn, Dan Martin on trom-
bone and Michael DePauw on 
tuba.

Guest artists will include 
Johana Arnold, soprano, and 
her husband Kim Paterson on 
keyboard.  They have been 
perennial favorites.  Join-
ing them this year will be 
their ‘home for the holidays’ 
daughter, Barbara Arnold Pa-
terson, a fast-rising star of the 
operatic and concert stages in 
her adopted New Zealand. 

Also performing will be the 
renowned American organ-
ist and composer of church 
music, Alfred Fedak, who is 
Minister of Music and Arts 
at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church on Capitol Hill in Al-
bany. Recently called “one of 
the country’s leading church 
musicians” by The Ameri-
can Organist, Fedak has per-
formed and lectured widely 
throughout the U.S.

Following an intermission, 
the concert will conclude with 
the traditional sing-along of 

Christmas carols.
This season a concert will 

again be hosted in the historic 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
at the corner of Main (Rt. 
357) and Institute streets. The 
building was designed in the 
Gothic Revival style by Rich-
ard Upjohn of New York City 
in 1865.  St. Paul’s is on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places, as is the rest of the vil-
lage of Franklin. 

This, the 23rd annual 
Hometown Christmas Con-
cert, is a gift to the communi-
ty from Tom Morgan and Erna 
Morgan-McReynolds and 
Dan and Kathy Grasmeder, in 
association with the Catskill 
Conservancy.  Admission is 
free, but donations towards St. 
Paul’s restoration fund will be 
gratefully accepted.

Parking will be avail-
able along Main, Institute, 
and Center streets and in the 
school parking lot off Center 
Street, which is behind Stone 
Hall.

In the village, dinners 
will be served at Ollie May’s 
Lunchbox and the Tulip and 

the Rose Café until 8 p.m. The 
T&R will feature the “Feast of 
the Seven Fishes,” a tradition-

al Italian-American celebra-
tion of Christmas Eve.

Hometown Christmas Concert Returns to Franklin Dec. 23
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From the Unadilla Chamber of Commerce
Wishing you season’s greetings

“The Village Beautiful” — unifi ed commerce and community
Thanks for shopping locally!

SERVING THE AREA FOR 47 YEARS

With Gratitude At The Holidays
Here’s

wishing you
a holiday

that’s fi lled
with a

generous
dose of health
and happiness.

We thank you
for your

trust in us 
and

look forward
to serving 
you again 
next year.

BROWN’S PHARMACY
Main St., Unadilla - 369-2131

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-1pm

CLOSED Sat., Dec. 23rd and Christmas Day

One of the real joys of 
the Holiday Season

is the opportunity to say
THANK YOU
and to wish our

customers and friends
the very best for the New Year!

UNADILLA • ONEONTA
NORTH NORWICH

www.catalogoutletonline.com

To Our
Good Friends
at Christmas

How do we know
you’ve been good?

Just by the way you’ve 
treated us.

Merry Christmas 
and sincere thanks

fr om all of us!

Country
Computers

& Publishing
Route 7, Unadilla
369-2614

To our Friends, Old and New:
Our Thanks: For your patronage, your loyalty and 

your friendship during the past year!
Our Pledge: Continued personal service and

support to you and all your referrals - 
before, during, and after your sale.

Our Wish: May you enjoy happiness, good health 
and prosperity this holiday season 

and in the coming year!
We wish you a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year!
–  RICH  –  JOHN  –  ROBIN

–  KRISTINA  – MICHELE – BRIDGET
–  KATE  –  SHIRLEY  –  DARCY

and SHORTY

Email: info@countrysquirerealty.net
1639 St. Hwy. 7, Unadilla • 607-369-HOME (4663)

www.countrysquirerealty.net

Wishing All a Happy &
Warm Holiday Season and

Blessed New Year!

Antiques & Consignments

OPEN: Tues.-Sat. 10-4
54 State Hwy. 357, Unadilla
607-369-3234

We thank you for your friendship, 
trust and patronage

Wishing Everyone a safe 

& Happy Holiday!

Think of us for your holiday “cheer”
needs with a larger selection of

Wine & Champagne.

KITCHEN WILL BE CLOSED DEC. 24 ALL DAY
TAVERN & LIQUOR STORE WILL BE 

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
Reminder

Every Tuesday is wing night!

RTE. 357, UNADILLA • 607-369-9903
Tavern opens 8 am Mon - Sat & 12pm on Sun

Store Hours: Mon - Sat 8am - 11pm, Sun 12pm - 11pm

y!

Green’s
LONG RIVER INN

      & LIQUOR STORE

Happy Holidays!
We will be closed for 
the holidays to spend 

time with family
Dec. 24th thru Jan. 3rd
•Re-Opening on Jan. 3rd•

HOUSE OF CONSIGNMENT
214 Main St., Unadilla • Shop Hours Open Wed.-Sat.

from

 � e Joyce 
Furniture Store
179 MAIN STREET

UNADILLA, NY

Merry Christmas

Hoping The 
Glow of The Season 

Surrounds You 
Throughout The Year...
and radiates with the love of family & 
friends. Thank you for your friendship 

and trust throughout the years!

123 Main St., Unadilla • (607)369-4122
www.maddenfamilyfuneralhomes.com

RED’S BARBER SHOP
1 Bridge St., Unadilla

No Appointments - Walk-Ins
Hair Cuts $12

Open
Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 1pm

Sat. 9am - Noon

Merry Christmas and 
a Very Happy New Year
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making process by exposing 
them to the work of artist 
Keith Haring.

“His work has a lot of ac-
tion figures with very little 
detail,” she explained, adding, 
“It’s kind of like pop art.” As 
such, all posters were required 
to feature bold, repeated hu-
man figures performing some 
kind of fitness-oriented activ-
ity. Tweedie’s addition of col-
lage, Wood said, helped her 
winning poster stand out. 

Wood said, “It was an 
amazing process building the 
(students’) compositions step 
by step and they just came 
together.” She added, “They 
went through a pretty intense 
process.” 

Though Wood called 
Tweedie’s final product “all 
Aubre’s creation,” she cred-
ited the third-grader’s parents 
with facilitating her at-home 
completion of the poster in 
time for a Nov. 1 submission 
deadline. 

Students, staff and parents 

during the Dec. 18 announce-
ment assembly were audibly 
and visibly excited for Tweed-
ie, who received a standing 
ovation. 

Wolner noted, “There were 
only three winners in the state, 
and we’ve got one of them.”

Tweedie, clearly shocked 
by the announcement, said 
she was “really excited” about 
her win and had no plans yet 
for her winnings. She added 
that, if Unatego Elementary 
participates in the 2018 New 
York State Association for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance Poster 
Contest, she definitely plans 
to enter again.

Winning posters are be-
ing enlarged and distributed 
among more than 3,200 health 
and physical education teach-
ers to hang in classrooms and 
gymnasiums statewide. 

To view Tweedie’s and the 
winning fourth and fifth grade 
posters online, visit nysah-
perd.org. 

Contest continued

Tweedie, right, stands alongside Unatego Elementary 
physical education teacher Kelly Wolner just after hearing 
herself announced statewide third grade winner of the NYS 
AHPERD contest.

and track and field teams, cho-
rus, orchestra and YES!Leads 
program. He is also a volun-
teer firefighter in Bainbridge. 
Cordel plans to study diesel 
mechanics at SUNY Co-
bleskill in 2018. 

Bainbridge-Guilford mid-
dle and high school principal 
Bill Zakrajsek said he appre-
ciated Akshar’s recognition of 
Cordel, particularly because 
he is a conservation student. 

“Cordel has done an amaz-
ing job,” Zakrajsek said, “and 
we put a lot of value into our 
CTE (Career and Technology 
Education) program, so it’s 
nice that one of our students 
was recognized.” 

In a statement, Cordel’s 
DCMO BOCES instruc-
tor Zach Whittaker praised 
Cordel’s unfailing optimism 
and resiliency. 

“Cordel has shown out-
standing toughness and char-
acter while in the conservation 
program,” he said. “He has 
had to balance school, work, 

firefighting and most impor-
tantly, family this past year.” 
Whittaker added, “Cordel is 
always positive and upbeat 
regardless of what he is en-
countering each day. (His) 
natural talent, knowledge, at-
titude, and character will en-
sure his success in whatever 
he chooses.” 

Cordel’s parents, Onylee 
and Jeffrey VanDermark, 
said they too appreciated their 
son’s recognition.

Jeffrey said, “I’ve always 
been proud of my kids and 
they all always do a lot.” On-
ylee added, “We’re very proud 
of him.” 

Cordel is the youngest boy 
among four VanDermark 
children.

State Sen. Akshar also rec-
ognized “Akshar All-Stars” 
in Norwich and Deposit high 
schools Monday. Student re-
cipients are awarded a framed 
certificate, T-shirt and chal-
lenge coin.

BOCES continued
under the auspices of the 
Oneonta YMCA known as 
PALS, or Parents and Little 
Sidekicks, that, she said, saw 
“a big response” from area 
parents. That program, And-
reic explained, was designed 
to facilitate easier, more child-
friendly transitions from an 
at-home play setting to the 
more structured environment 
of a traditional school. Noah’s 
World and all it offers, An-
dreic said, strives to do the 
same.

“The best part is, the par-
ents are here to help guide 
their child,” Andreic said. 
“This helps kids with transi-
tions, socializing, manners, 
basic skills and motor skills.”

Following its Dec. 7 open-
ing, Andreic said, Noah’s 
World is being utilized by 
kids across the autism spec-
trum as well as special needs 
and neurotypical children.

“I want them to feel this 
is a place made to feel safe,” 
Andreic said, adding, “To 

see all the different kinds of 
children having benefits from 
a place like this makes it all 
worthwhile.”

As much as Noah’s World 
was inspired by its namesake, 
Andreic said, the project has 
also fulfilled her own profes-
sional goals. Andreic, who 
graduated with Unatego’s 
Class of 2000 and went on 
to study marketing at SUNY 
Oneonta, said taking the leap 
to bring Noah’s World from 
concept to reality has proven 
a blessing.

“(Previously) I never felt 
fulfilled and I just knew I had 
the potential for more,” she 
said, “and then the children 
that I have really changed me. 
Every experience I’ve had 
(with them) informs every-
thing I do now.” 

Noting that Noah’s World 
came to fruition at the same 
time that her family, which 
resides in Otego and Unadilla, 
suffered a series of losses, An-
dreic said, “It was those expe-

riences that made us want to 
do more and realize that we’re 
only here for a short time. I 
had no plans for this … (but) I 
felt like it was a sign and now 
I have never felt so fulfilled.” 
She added that her father, 
Otego resident Robert Burch, 
played an integral part in 
helping realize Noah’s World.

Andreic said she plans to 
keep fostering collaborations 
with the Oneonta YMCA and 
other area children’s organi-
zations while making Noah’s 
World accessible to parents 
of all young children, but 
especially those with a diag-
nosis or special needs. And, 
she said, the future means 
continuing to learn from the 
children that led to Noah’s 
World and helping others to 
learn, too.

“There’s so much beauty 
in these children,” she said. 
“They’re amazing at the ob-
stacles they are able to over-
come … and my hope is that 
those parents who are maybe 

in denial or afraid can come 
in here, let their child play 
and realize they can gain so 
much.” She added, “Knowl-
edge is power … and (chil-
dren and adults) are gaining 
understanding. I hope more 
compassion is brought out by 
this.”

Noah’s World is available 
for birthday parties, parent-
child groups, themed ac-
tivities and day-to-day play 
sessions. 

The facility is open Mon-
day through Thursday, 12:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m., Friday and 
Saturday, 1 to 8 p.m. and 
Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m. Quieter 
time play hours are observed 
Monday through Friday from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
though non-members are re-
quested to call if planning to 
come during that timeframe. 

For more information, call 
Noah’s World at 432-PLAY, 
find Noah’s World on Face-
book or visit noahsworld.net. 

Play Space continued

Sheila Burch Andreic sits with son Noah, 4, for whom Noah’s 
World in Oneonta is named.
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By Allison Collins 

GILBERTSVILLE – A 
former Gilbertsville resident 
recently celebrated a cen-
tury. Surrounded by friends 
and family, Lillian Musson 
enjoyed her 100th birthday 
Sunday, Dec. 10 at her Robyn-
wood home on Walnut Street 
in Oneonta. 

Before relocating to Robyn-
wood, Lillian called Gilberts-
ville home for more than 60 
years. A Delaware County 
native, she graduated from 
Stamford schools. Together 
with husband, Allen, she had 
two daughters and a son who 
died in childhood. 

After returning from Con-
necticut, where Allen worked 
as a machinist during WWII, 
the Mussons operated a local 
dairy farm. Later, Allen and 
Lillian worked for what was 
known at the time as Scintilla 
Corporation. 

Throughout her adult life, 
Lillian enjoyed active posi-
tions in many community 
groups, including the Gil-

bertsville Block Quilt Group, 
Gilbertsville Baptist Church, 
Butternut Valley Garden 
Club, and the Tianderah chap-
ter of the National Society of 
Daughters of American Revo-
lutionary. She is also a mem-
ber of a local Scrabble club.

Through her involvement 
in the quilting and gardening 
groups, Lillian was a veteran 
entrant in the annual Otsego 
County Fair in Morris, even 
winning the grand prize for 
a quilt she made in *. Lillian 
served her faith community 
as longtime treasurer of Gil-
bertsville Baptist and sang 
for years in the church’s choir. 
Additionally, she acted as 
chaplain in her DAR chapter, 
which she joined in 2001 and 
continues to participate in. 

Lillian’s daughter Lucy 
Richards said her mother has 
always been well-regarded in 
the small community of Gil-
bertsville and beyond. 

She noted, “She’s just a so-
cial person who likes to be out 
with people.” 

Echoing that, Gilberts-

ville resident Barbara Lilly 
said, “She’s very social. She 
wouldn’t be one to sit in her 
room … she would always be 
out doing something.” Barba-
ra, who knows Lillian through 
their mutual membership in 
the quilting club, Gilbertsville 
Baptist and the DAR, added, 
“She enjoys getting out and 
seeing people and always has 
a smile. She’s very friendly.” 

Gilbertsville resident and 
fellow garden club member 
Anne Sebeck, who described 
Lillian as “highly regarded” 
and “well-known” in the Gil-
bertsville community, said 
Lillian is admired for her 
many skills.

“She’s a delightful lady,” 
Anne said, adding, “She’s 
very talented and she’s taken 
first place in almost every-
thing she’s ever entered.”

Anne, who is co-president 
of the Butternut Valley Gar-
den Club, said Lillian is es-
pecially renowned for her 
roses. Lillian’s gardening 
knowledge, Anne said, is also 
widely respected. 

“She prides herself on be-
ing very knowledgeable about 
gardening and is willing to 
impart that knowledge,” Anne 
said, adding, “Even today, 
you can ask her questions 
and she’ll still give you the 
answer.” 

Unsurprisingly, Lillian’s 
benchmark birthday festivi-
ties were enjoyed by many 
family, friends and fellow 
Robynwood residents. 

“It was quite well-attend-
ed,” Lucy said, adding, “The 
(staff) there did a wonderful 
job.” 

Anne, who said she at-
tended the celebration as a 
representative of the Butternut 
Valley Gardening Club, called 
the event “wonderful.” She 
said, “Hat’s off to the people 
at Robynwood. They did an 
outstanding job celebrating 
her birthday and it was won-
derful to see.” 

Gilbertsville Woman Celebrates 100-Year Milestone

Sidney Youth Carries on 
Tradition of Giving

SIDNEY – The holidays are quickly approaching and one 
Sidney resident knows of a painless and free way to help 
others now and all through the year.
Rachel Maxwell believes in paying it forward. Because of 
that, she has been donating to the Pantene Beautiful Lengths 
program since age 7. She has also been active in other 
community service projects and has “always enjoyed helping 
others.” 
Pantene’s Beautiful Lengths program is a nonprofit 
organization that provides hair pieces to financially 
disadvantaged children under the age of 18 suffering from 
long0term medical hair loss from any diagnosis. 
This is a great way to make a difference in someone’s life.
For more information, visit pantene.com.

SIDNEY - A group of elves 
from the Tri-County Senior 
Center got into the holiday 
spirit by packing gifts and 
homemade cookies in Christ-
mas bags to brighten the 
season for local homebound 
seniors. “Santas” from Dela-
ware Opportunities person-
ally distributed the bags along 
with a home-delivered meal to 
each recipient.

Left to right: Tri-County 
Seniors John Morajda, Bob 
Hunt and Joanne Osterhout 
put the finishing touches on 
gift bags for local homebound 
seniors. SIDNEY - A group of 

elves from the Tri-County Se-
nior Center got into the holi-
day spirit by packing gifts and 
homemade cookies in Christ-
mas bags to brighten the 
season for local homebound 
seniors. “Santas” from Dela-
ware Opportunities person-
ally distributed the bags along 
with a home-delivered meal to 
each recipient.

Left to right: Tri-County 
Seniors John Morajda, Bob 
Hunt and Joanne Osterhout 
put the finishing touches on 
gift bags for local homebound 
seniors.

Tri-County Seniors Deliver Holiday Cheer to Homebound Seniors

SIDNEY - At its December 
meeting, the Oneonta Chap-
ter DAR (Daughters of the 
American Revolution) recog-
nized Patricia (Pat) Greene for 
her community service. The 
Community Service Award is 
given to a group or individual 
who has demonstrated out-
standing service to their com-
munity. Emily West, a chapter 
member and Greene’s grand-
daughter, read the nomination. 

Greene has a long history 
of giving to the Sidney area, 
her hometown.  She was re-
cently honored by the local 
high school with inclusion 
on its Wall of Fame.  At the 
high school, she is also on 
the Alumni Weekend com-
mittee. She has been active in 
local theater and the Women’s 
Club, for which she has held 
local, district and state posi-
tions.  Currently, she is serv-
ing this organization as par-

liamentarian and a member of 
the bylaws committee. 

Greene is also active in her 
church, where she has held 
positions in the women’s orga-

nization and on the staff/pas-
tor parish committee. Prior to 
its merger with the Oneonta 
chapter, she was a member of 
the Sidney DAR and served as 

regent. 
The Oneonta Chapter DAR 

is proud to honor Pat Greene 
for her many community 
contributions.

Oneonta DAR Recognizes Sidney Woman for Community Service

Left to Right: Emily West, Pat Greene, Oneonta Chapter Regent, Sandra Gutosky
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News Coverage Policy
As your hometown newspaper we welcome news of your families’or organization’s activities, events, fundraisers, and 

honors. Because we have a small staff we depend on you to get information and photographs to us, although we do provide 
assistance through editing. 

We prefer photos and articles sent to e-mail. Our e-mail address is ttnews@tritownnews.com. 
Our weekly deadline is 5 p.m. on Monday with the exception of holiday weeks when deadlines will be posted. 
Please keep your items short and to the point, putting the most important information first in case we need to shorten 

your article. 
We must give preference to dated items, so if your event has already happened or is more than a week away, it may be 

several weeks before it is published. If you want to make sure your item is in at a specific time, you may want a paid ad. 
The number of pages we can print each week is dependent on the number of ads we receive to pay the cost of printing and 

mailing the news. If you would like to place an ad please send information or questions to advertising@tritownnews.com.
We appreciate your patronage and cooperation. Thank you for supporting your “hometown” newspaper. For more infor-

mation, please go to our website, www.tritownnews.com.

Nearby when every 
second matters. 
Tri-Town Regional Hospital is becoming A.O. Fox  
Hospital – Tri-Town Campus on January 1, 2018.

Emergencies don’t happen when it’s convenient. Your 
family can depend on quality care in your backyard  
at A.O. Fox Hospital – Tri-Town Campus in Sidney. 

Our name may be changing, but the same  
excellent medical team is ready to help you and  
your loved ones with state-of-the-art equipment  
and experienced clinicians – close to home.

1-800-BASSETT 
Bassett.org/Tri-Town 

Join us for a Fabulous

NEW YEAR’S EVE
at the Silo Restaurant

Party Hats**Noise Makers
Complimentary Champagne Toast at Midnight!

PRIME RIB BUFFET

A SELECT NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU IS ALSO AVAILABLE

For Reservations Call
607-656-4377

We’re Still Booking
Holiday Parties

Gift Certifi cates Available

Complimentary

Sandwiches

Served at Midnight!

Only
$39.95

$32.95 Seniors (65+) $16.95 AGES 5-12

Dinner & Buffet Served 
5PM to 10PM

No Cover Charge!
Dance to the Music of 

ULTIMATE DJ PRODUCTIONS 
9PM TO 1AM

Comedy Show
Saturday, December 30th

Advance Sale Tickets
$12.50

Day of Show
$15.00

Complete with our famous Carving Station with
Prime Rib, Roast Turkey and Baked Ham

*Haddock*Veal*Chicken*Pasta
Full Salad Bar and so very much more!

By Anika Christensen

GILBERTSVILLE - Satur-
day, Dec. 10 and Sunday, Dec. 
11 the Gilbertsville-Mount 
Upton High School Drama 
Club took to the stage with its 
production of Disney’s “The 
Little Mermaid,” written by 
Doug Wright, Alan Menken, 
Howard Ashman and Glenn 
Slater. Under the direction of 
Mrs. Winnie Sortman, per-
formers really stole the show! 

The cast was led by Char-
lene Heisler and Michael 
O’Connor as Ariel and Prince 
Eric, in addition to Nina 
D’Amato as the sea witch 
Ursula. D’Amato was accom-
panied by Shalleigh Taranto 
and Anika Christensen as her 
minions, the eels Flotsam and 
Jetsam. The cast also featured 
Lucas Piedmonte, Timothy 
Picozzi and Michael Pope as 
the iconic Disney characters 
Sebastian, Scuttle and Floun-
der. Mickenson Clune played 
the role of King Triton and 
Karli Hinman, Emily Ham-
mond, Meredith Hammond, 
Scarlett Newman, Alyssa 
Hotaling and Hunter Chris-

tian were the six mersisters. 
The part of Grimsby, Prince 
Eric’s advisor, was played by 
Gavin Bonczkowski. The pi-
lot of the ship and Chef Louis 
were both played by French 
exchange student Teo Sauva-
geon. Rounding out the cast 
were Maya Farwell and Kai-
lah Davis as the castle maids 
and the seahorses of King Tri-
ton’s court, with Rachel Lyons 
as a princess at the ball.

Supporting these show-
stopping eighth- through 
12th-graders was an excep-
tionally talented pit orchestra 
conducted by Mr. Matt Oram 
and a very hard-working stage 
crew led by Makayla Lewis 
and Sydney Swift. Sound and 
lighting were by Mr. Gerrit 
Bakhuizen and alum Tyler 
Lindsley. Choreography was 
by Miss Bethany Sortman 
with Mrs. Anne Monaco and 
Mrs. Winnie Sortman. The 
beautiful and extravagant 
costumes were managed by 
Mrs. Sortman and Elizabeth 
French. The cast and crew 
also put in many hours build-
ing the set and props.

The production featured 

recognizable Disney tunes 
such as “Under the Sea,” 
“Kiss the Girl” and “Part of 
Your World.” Less familiar 
pieces were also performed, 
such as “She’s in Love,” 
“Sweet Child” and “Positoov-
ity” (sung by Scuttle, a seagull 
with his own version of the 
“human language”) that were 
not part of the original movie.

In the past year, the drama 
club performed C.S. Lewis’s 
“The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe” (dramatized by 
Joseph Robinette) and Elton 
John and Tim Rice’s show-
stopping “Aida,” based on 
the opera by Giuseppe Verdi. 
This spring the club will also 
be performing a drama pro-
duction; details are yet to be 
announced.

The drama club would like 
to thank its amazing pit or-
chestra, devoted directors, 
and school and community 
for making this show pos-
sible. Members would also 
like to extend special thanks 
to the particularly enthusias-
tic audience that attended this 
production!

GMU Drama Club Stages Successful 
Production of “The Little Mermaid”

Full cast picture after the Sunday performance.

Villain Ursula (Nina D’Amato) with her minions, eels Flotsam (Shalleigh Taranto) and Jetsam 
(Anika Christensen).
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BowLing scores

Patten Bowls 300 Game, 800 Series

BAINBRIDGE - On Monday, Dec. 4, Al Patten bowled a 300 and an 800 at Galaxy Bowl. He 
was bowling in the Monday Night Scratch League. His team name is Sundown and Al Rowe is 
his teammate. Patten’s scores were 234-289-300=823. This was his 12th 300 and his 4th 800.

Johnson Bowls 300

BAINBRIDGE - On Thursday, Dec. 7, Rich Johnson bowled another 300 at Galaxy Bowl. He 
was bowling for team 244 Racing in the Thursday Night Handicap League. His teammates 
were Mike Aylesworth, Al Rowe, Dave Finch and Jeff Halbert. Johnson’s scores were 217-
300-247=764. It was his 8th 300 for association.

EAST MAIN LANES

Monday Morning Coffee 
League

Standings:
YoYo’s 86-26
Rosebuds 80-32
Foxes 68-44
Country Girls 62-50
Four on the Floor 58-54
Silver Belle’s 42-70
Lucky Sevens 40-72
150+:
B. Wood 160-171; A. Berg 

156; C. Lafever 150; S. 
Harris 164; R. Fisher 215-
225-182; J. Davis 153; P. 
Hamilton 169; M. Marti-
nez 166; S. Beames 189-
178; B. Dascano 155; P. 
Stilson 197-160-163; J. 
Roof 150; C. Daughtrey 
155-165; S. Straka 154.

450+: 
B. Wood 462; R. Fisher 622; 

P. Hamilton 455; S. Beams 
516; P. Stilson 520; C. 
Daughtrey 462. 

Algonkin Motel Mixed 
Scratch League

Standings:
Jim’s Auto Repair 156-84
Stretch Contracting 137-103
East Main Lanes 128-112
Algonkin Motel 120-120
Gilbert Plumbing 110-130
Prinz Excavating 69-171
High Games:
C. Luca 254, 254, 258cg; K. 

Macumber 234cg, 243cg, 
248cg; J. Sloan 222, 
224cg, 235cg; D. Page 
216, 231, 222; L. Stage 
213; M. Mazzarella 208; 
B. Shelton 204, 234cg; 
R. Sassano 223, 202; R. 
Liberatore 201, 215cg; R. 
Fisher 236cg, 234cg; B. 
Rowe 201cg; K. Sowersby 
218cg, 268cg; F. Prinz 
200; R. McClenon 214; D. 
Finch 208, 254; B. Walker 
205cg, 238, 215; M. An-
derson 208, 208; M. Brew-
er 258cg.

High Series:
C. Luca 766; K. Macumber 

725; J. Sloan 681; D. Page 
669; K. Sowersby 659; B. 
Walker 658; D. Finch 653; 
R. Fisher 643; M. Brewer 
623; R. Sassano 612. 

City League
Standings:
Ermetis 85-27
B K Coffee 66-46
J&M Trophies 56-56
Universal Forest Products 

47-65
East Main Lanes 46-66
OrangeMen 38-76
HIGH SERIES:
Chad C. 768; Jamie C. 703; Al 

R. 630; Brandon F. 621; 
Scott F. 600.

200 Games:
Chad C. 256-258-254; Jamie 

C. 224-234-245; Al R. 
242-219; Brandon F. 209-
214; Scott F. 234; Bruce S. 
231; Barry M. 223; Greg 
U. 215; Bob R. 211; Glen 
G. 210; Phil D. 205; Tim 
C. 201.

CLEAN GAMES:
There were 9 clean games and 

8 splits made. 

Wednesday Mixed League
Standings:
3 Muskateers 56-48
Grandparents 56-48
Buckaroos 52-52
Lucky devils 44-60
High single scratch:
J. Whitbeck 223; W. Book-

hout 164.
High single handicap:
R. Wheeler 241; R. Whitbeck 

207.
High triple scratch:
G. Ryan 537; W. Bookhout 

439.
High triple handicap:
R. Wheeler 639; R. Whitbeck 

588.  

GALAXY BOWL

Wednesday Night Earlybird 
League

Standings:
Trash Mashers 63-41
Bruning Enterprises 58-46
J & M Trophies 44-60
Lottie’s Angels 43-61
High Single:
L. Mason - 199.
High Series:
L. Noble – 559.
High Games:
S. Meres – 187; L Noble – 182, 

190, 187; B. Lakin – 189, 
183; L. Mason – 187, 199.

High Series:
L. Noble – 559; B. Lakin – 

524; L. Mason - 534. 

Thursday Morning Winter 
League

Standings:
Ups & Downs 86-26
The Card Sharks 74-38
Head Bangers 68-44
4 Lane’s 68-44
Up & Coming 56-56
Gutter Dusters 56-56
4 Deep 52-60
Dizzy Dames 38-74
Ladybugs 36-76
Friends 26-86
150+:
B. Butler 158; C. Brown 159; 

K. Bruning 153; C. Lane 
153; W. Lane 181-161; 
P. Lane 167-203-156; S. 
Ostrander 150; C. Brund-
age 158-202; M. Burlison 
198-209-228; T. Robinson 
156-180; D. Whaley 206-
194-193; R. Patrick 238-
180-156; D. Northrop 178; 

D. Larrry 169-179-226; J. 
Walley 181-206-174; H. 
France 153; D. Fritzsch 
189-167; S. Harris 162; K. 
Thrower 152.

450+:
W. Lane 467; P. Lane 526; C. 

Brundage 505; D. Whaley 
593; M. Brulison 635; D. 
Larry 574; T. Robinson 
482; J. Walley 561; R. Pat-
rick 574; D. Northrop 472; 
D. Fritzsch 467. 

Thursday Night Pitch 
League

Standings:
Sharon & Amy 41 - 16
Dawn & Roni 37 - 20
Craig & Jim 34 - 23 (playoff)
Sharon & Rich 34 - 23
Ray & Mark 33 - 24
Cindy & Jay 32 - 25
Lorraine & Clyde 32 - 25
John & Nevin 32 - 25
Colleen & Cindy 30 - 27
Christal & Dawn 30 - 27
Carolyn & Janine 29 - 28
Pat & Timmie 29 - 28
Lee & Cindy 28 - 29
Ron & Mark 25 - 32
Lance & Heather 25 - 32
David & John 21 - 36
Emily & Frieda 21 - 36
Barbara & John 21 - 36
Susan & Kathy 18 - 39
Linda & Ernie 16 - 31 

Thursday Night Men’s 
Handicap League

Standings:
244 Racing 249.5
Ball Busters 222.5
Galaxy Bowl 219
New Concept Machining 

212.5
Koch’s Touring 205
Whales Coins + More 204
Bainbridge Memorials 199
Jim’s Auto Repair 185
Southtown Dairy 141.5
Team 10 112
High Single:
R. Johnson 300; C. Erceq 299.
High Triple:
J. Garvey 772. 

Sunday Night All Stars 
League

Standings:
Glover & Glover 76-44
Meres & Meres 70-50
Haynes & Haynes 68-52
Gransbury & Gransbury 

64-56
Bruning & Bruning 62-58
Patrick & Patrick 50-52
Amerman & Smith 58-62
Wicks & Wicks 49-71
Mott & Mott 48-72
Tallmadge & Tallmadge 

43-77
High Individual Single:

High Individual Triple:
Shawn Patrick 648; Margie 

Mott 602. 

SIDNEY - Sidney Varsity Bowling met with Hancock at Sidney East Main Lanes and Lounge 
for a match. There were games being played in every lane with strikes and spares being picked 
up. In the end the games were split with Hancock girls winning three out of four matches and 
Sidney boys sweeping the Hancock boys. The Sidney girls’ team total was 2192 and Sidney boys’ 
total was 2804.

Sidney Varsity Bowling v. Hancock

Kori Scott was one of the high bowlers on Sidney’s girls’ team.

Michael Mazzarella was on fire during his matches, helping lead Sidney’s boys’ team to a win.
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Marylou Anne Randles
NORWICH - Marylou 

Anne Randles passed away 
Dec. 10, 2017 at the Norwich 
Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center at the age of 67.  Mary-
lou was born Dec. 30, 1949 in 
Suffern, N.Y., the daughter of 
Louis J. Frederick and Mary 
Grace Frederick (Harrigan).  
Both parents predeceased her.

Marylou was never one to 
settle down in one place for 
too long.  She enjoyed travel-
ing the country until settling 
in upstate New York in 1992.

There was no greater joy to 
Marylou than spending time 
with all of her grandchildren.  
Her walls were filled with 
artwork and holiday/birthday 
cards from her grandchildren 
and children.  Grandma’s 
house was always stocked 
with her grandchildren’s fa-
vorite snacks.

Marylou is survived by:  her 
children:  Dionne Gutierrez of 
Middletown, NY, Lisa and 
Balo Marquez of Lakewood, 
Calif. and Tom and Heidi 
Frederick of Sidney; grand-
children:  Amanda King, Ash-
ley and Larry Hooper, Crystal 
and Scott (Scooter) Hock, Joe 
Gutierrez, Rosalia Gutierrez, 
Anthony, Christian, Matthew 
and Samantha Marquez, An-
gela and Isaac Medina, Thom-
as, Lindsay and Christopher 
Frederick; great-grandchil-
dren:  Isabella, Joshua, Frank, 
Violet, Johnathan, Dylan, Aid-
en and Lucie; brothers and sis-
ters:  Miles and Linda Freder-
ick, Nikki Frederick, Jeannie 
Harrigan and Steve Frederick, 
all of California.

The family would like to 
thank the staff at the Norwich 
Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center for the excellent care 
Marylou received during her 
stay.

The family will respect Ma-
rylou’s wishes and there will 
be no funeral services.  Con-
dolences may be shared with 
the family online at www.
landersfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 

Marilyn Lois Bump Heath
SIDNEY - Marilyn Lois 

Bump Heath passed away 
peacefully Dec. 8, 2017 at the 
age of 85, with family by her 
side. She is survived by her 
husband of 65 years, Freder-
ick W. Heath, and sons:  Jef-
frey (Darlene), Ala., John, 
Unadilla, Joseph (Beverley), 
Fla. and Kevin (Alan), Calif.; 
her beautiful grandchildren: 
Monica (Ben), John (Saman-
tha), Alicia (Abel), Lindsey 
(Andrew), Joey (Courtney), 
Jeffrey (Susanna), Margaret, 

John Paul Heckman
WALKERTOWN, N.C. 

- John Paul “JP” Heckman, 
age 25, of Walkertown, for-
mally of Nesquehoning, Pa., 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 
12 at home. He was born June 
10, 1992 in Lehighton, Pa. 
to John and Sue (Francisco) 
Heckman. 

Following graduation from 
Panther Valley High School 
in 2011, JP graduated from the 
Universal Technical Institute 
in Mooresville, N.C. in 2013 
and worked as a mechanic at 
Modern Nissan in Winston-
Salem for a year-and-a-half. 
He then joined the military in 
February 2015 and served at 
Fort Carson in Colorado for 
two years before being honor-
ably discharged. While in the 
U.S. Army, he was awarded 
the Army Achievement Med-
al, National Defense Service 
Medal and the Army Service 
Ribbon. He recently received 
his HVAC certification in 
September 2017. While pre-
paring for a job as an HVAC 
technician, he enjoyed work-
ing locally at Papa John’s as a 
delivery driver and truly loved 
and appreciated everyone he 
worked with. 

JP truly lived life to the full-
est through his involvement in 
band, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts 
(where he achieved the rank of 
Life Scout) and JROTC. He 
loved the Philadelphia Eagles 
and the New York Mets. 

A son, brother, uncle, neph-
ew, grandson, godfather and 
friend, JP gave of himself 

Kyle, Pam (Josh) and Heather 
(Fernando); and many won-
derful great-grandchildren.

She is also survived by 
sister-in-law, Polly Bump and 
many special nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. She was 
predeceased by parents, Wil-
liam Harvey Bump and Mil-
dred Rosalind Marble Bump; 
grandparents; foster mother, 
Pearl Mushtare; brother, Rich-
ard Bump; sister, Emily Smith; 
and sister, Shirley Sullivan.

She was born April 20, 
1932 in Guilford. Marilyn 
graduated from Mt. Upton 
Central School as valedic-
torian in 1950 and married 
Frederick Aug. 9, 1952. They 
had many happy years togeth-
er with the love of their fam-
ily. She worked for Chris G. 
Bickos, the former Delaware 
Federal Savings Bank and 
Gelder Medical Group until 
her retirement. 

She was a member of the 
First Congregational Church 
in Sidney, where she was 
past treasurer and auditor. 
She loved doing crossword 
puzzles, reading and spending 
time with her grandchildren. 
She will be remembered fond-
ly for many things, including 
her laughter, potato salad and 
chocolate chip cookies.

In lieu of flowers, please 
contribute to the American 
Cancer Society or Veterans 
Memorial Park in Sidney.  
Share condolences with the 
family online at www.lander-
sfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 

completely. He was a cham-
pion for everyone he cared 
for and would do anything for 
those he loved. He loved with 
his whole heart. 

He is survived by his par-
ents, John and Sue; brother, 
Teo; sister-in-law, Rachel; 
niece and goddaughter, Al-
ice; grandfather, John “Mack” 
Heckman; uncle and godfa-
ther, Chris Heckman; aunt, 
Jamie Heckman; uncle, Keith 
Heckman; aunt, Peggy Heck-
man; uncle, Randy Francisco; 
cousins, Megan, Madison, 
Ian and Carys; and countless 
other beloved family members 
and friends. He was preceded 
by grandparents, Bruce and 
Nancy (Boardman) Francisco; 
and grandmother, Kathryn 
(Parano) Heckman. 

Funeral services were held 
in North Carolina. A grave-
side service is to be held at 
the convenience of the family 
at Indiantown Gap National 
Cemetery in Annville, Pa.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that donations 
be made to the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 133 (5016 
Sitka Rd., Walkertown, N.C., 
27051), the Wounded Warrior 
Project or Disable American 
Veterans. 

Gloria Jean Hawkins
MARGARETVILLE - 

Gloria Jean Hawkins, age 71, 
of the Ferguson Hollow in 
Buffalo Valley, Tenn., passed 
away Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017.

Mrs. Hawkins was born 
April 24, 1946 in Marga-
retville, daughter of the late 
Fredrick Arthur Haynes and 
Adeline Helen Lyons. She 
was also preceded in death 
by brother-in-law, Joseph A. 
Baker, Sr. 

She married David Paul 
Hawkins on May 3, 1986. Mrs. 
Hawkins worked for Dana 
Corporation for many years 
until her retirement. She loved 
her family, horses, farming 
and music.

Mrs. Hawkins is survived 
by her husband of 31 years, 
David Paul Hawkins of the 
Ferguson Hollow in Buf-
falo Valley, Tenn.; children, 
Barbara (Martin) Spinola, 
Brenda (Peter) Stanton, Je-
rome (Dawn) Spinola, Patri-
cia (William) Healey, Lisa 
(Chris) Masi, Marc (Jenni-
fer) Hawkins and Maranda 
(Vincent) Godfrey; brothers, 
Fredrick (Dawn) Haynes, Jr., 
Randy (Melissa) Haynes and 
Richard (Dale) Ingram; sister, 
Barbara Baker; sister-in-law, 
Fran Hughs; brothers-in-law, 
William Hawkins and Milton 
Hawkins; grandchildren, Jerry 
(Jessie) Lowe, Winter (Joseph) 
Lowe, Brandon (Amanda) 
Greene, Michael (Angel) 
Fraley, Pete (Michele) Stan-
ton, Jerrod (Jamie) Stanton, 
Adam (Ashley) Stanton, Am-
ber (Adam) Dunbar, Timothy 
(Becca) Spinola, Kimberly 
(Josh) Spinola, Cordell Spino-
la, Cheyenne Spinola, Heather 
(Josh) Williams, Erika (Levi) 
Humes, Heather Healey, Jack 
Healey, Camille Hawkins, Ol-
ivia Hawkins, Nolan Hawkins, 
Anthony Masi, Krista Masi, 
Valkayrie Godfrey and Alita 
Godfrey; 38 great-grand-
children, with many more to 
come, and several loving niec-
es and nephews also survive.

Celebration of life services 
and burial will be held at a 
later date. 

Gertrude Bullis
UNADILLA - Gertrude 

Bullis, 89, of Unadilla, passed 
away Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2017 
at Bassett Medical Center in 
Cooperstown.  She was born 
Jan. 7, 1928, daughter of the 
late George and Pauline Trav-

Lavina G. Bullis
AFTON - Lavina G. Bullis, 

78, of Afton, passed away ear-
ly Wednesday morning, Dec. 
13, 2017 at Wilson Regional 
Medical Center in Johnson 
City.  Lavina was born Sept. 
1, 1939 in Deposit, daughter of 
the late Leland and Corabelle 
(Thomas) Evans.

On Sept. 2, 1956, Lavina 
was married to Foster W. Bul-
lis in Deposit.  They shared 
56 years of marriage before 
he predeceased her in January 
2013.

Lavina was a devoted mem-
ber of Kingdom Hall of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses in Sidney.  
She loved gardening and flow-
ers, cooking for the boys and 
shopping.  Her family was the 
most important thing in her 
life.  

She will be missed by:  son 
and daughter-in-law, Foster, 
Jr. and Karen Bullis of Af-
ton; grandchildren:  William 
Bullis of Afton, Ashley Bul-
lis of Texas, Curt and Diana 
Bullis of Endicott and Bri-
ana Marshall of Rome; four 
great-grandsons; brother, Mi-
nard Thomas; brother-in-law, 
Ritchie and Dorothy Bullis of 
Harpursville; and two sisters-
in-law, Marilyn and Don-
ald Thomas of Windsor and 
Carolyn and Don Monhey of 
Bainbridge.

In addition to her parents 
and her husband, Lavina was 
predeceased by two brothers, 
Faron Thomas and Bob Evans.

Burial will be private in 
Vestal Hills Memorial Park.  
In lieu of flowers, Lavina re-
quested that a tree be planted 
in her memory; donations may 
be made to the Arbor Day 
Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave., 
Nebraska City, NE, 68410.  

Share condolences with the 
family online at www.lander-
sfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 

Phyllis F. Chase
UNADILLA — Phyllis 

F. Chase, 88, passed away 
Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017 at 
Norwich Rehabilitation & 
Nursing Center.  A full obitu-
ary will appear in a later edi-
tion of the paper.  Services 
will be announced at a later 
date.  Arrangements are under 
the direction of C.H. Landers 
Funeral Chapel, Sidney.

 

is.  She was a former employee 
of Scintilla in Sidney.

She is survived by: sons, 
Duane (Linda) Bullis and Ray 
(Harnie) Bullis and daughter, 
Pat (Ray) Jones; grandchil-
dren, Lynn, Jeremy and Wayne 
Jones, Brandi Pecor, Brenda 
Begley, Stephen Bullis, Janal 
Haloff, Diana, Matthew, Mi-
chael, Shane, Tammy and 
Bridgett Bullis; great-grand-
children, Kali Jones, Alan 
and Renee Pecor, Stephen and 
Dustin Lewis, Saige, Morgan 
and Thor Bullis, Danielle 
Kiser, Brett, John and Caitlin 
Begley, Maddie Haloff, Hai-
ley Bullis, Cadence, Aiden 
and Lilly Bullis; great, great-
grandchildren, Mia Bullis and 
Braelyn Lewis; sister, Ramona 
Peterson; and brother, Elmer 
Travis.

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Raymond Bullis, and 
two sons, Richard and Wayne 
Bullis.

Services will be private 
and at the convenience of the 
family. Burial will be in Pros-
pect Hill Cemetery in Sidney.  
Condolences and memories 
may be shared online at www.
landersfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 

In Loving Memory of
Al DeForest, Jr.

PASSED AWAY
DEC. 24, 2009

We miss your smile,
 Your joking ways,
We miss the things
 You used to say
And when good times
 We do recall
That’s when
 we miss you
Most of all.
 So Sadly missed,
Your loving wife
 and daughter 

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR BUSINESS!
With warm wishes to you and your family at this festive 
time of year. It’s always a pleasure serving people like you 
and we hope to see you soon. Have a great holiday!

CG Coughlin &
Gerhart LLP

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS

29 N. Main St., Bainbridge•967-2221•www.cglawof� ces.com

CHENANGO CO. – The 
U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration announced that fed-
eral Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans are available to small 
businesses, small agricultural 
cooperatives, small business-
es engaged in aquaculture and 
most private nonprofit organi-
zations located in New York 
as a result of the excessive 
rain that began April 1, 2017.

The SBA’s disaster decla-
ration includes the following 
counties: Albany, Cayuga, 
Chenango, Clinton, Delaware, 
Erie, Essex, Franklin, Gen-
esee, Greene, Hamilton, Her-
kimer, Livingston, Madison, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Niag-
ara, Oneida, Ontario, Orleans, 
Otsego, Saint Lawrence, 
Schenectady, Schoharie, 
Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, 
Tompkins, Wayne and Yates 
in New York.

“When the Secretary of 
Agriculture issues a disaster 
declaration to help farmers re-
cover from damages and loss-
es to crops, the Small Busi-
ness Administration issues a 
declaration to eligible entities 
affected by the same disaster,” 
said Frank Skaggs, director of 
SBA’s Field Operations Cen-
ter East.

Under this declaration, the 
SBA’s Economic Injury Di-
saster Loan program is avail-
able to eligible farm-related 
and nonfarm-related entities 
that suffered financial losses 
as a direct result of this di-
saster. With the exception of 
aquaculture enterprises, SBA 
cannot provide disaster loans 
to agricultural producers, 
farmers or ranchers.

The loan amount can be up 
to $2 million, with interest 

rates of 2.50 percent for pri-
vate nonprofit organizations 
and 3.150 percent for small 
businesses, with terms up to 
30 years. The SBA determines 
eligibility based on the size of 
the applicant, type of activ-
ity and its financial resources. 
Loan amounts and terms are 
set by the SBA and are based 
on each applicant’s financial 
condition. These working 
capital loans may be used to 
pay fixed debts, payroll, ac-
counts payable and other bills 
that could have been paid had 
the disaster not occurred. The 
loans are not intended to re-
place lost sales or profits.

Applicants may apply on-
line using the Electronic Loan 
Application (ELA) via SBA’s 
secure website at https://disas-
terloan.sba.gov/ela.

Disaster loan information 
and application forms may 
also be obtained by calling the 
SBA’s Customer Service Cen-
ter at 800-659-2955 (800-877-
8339 for the deaf and hard-
of-hearing) or by sending an 
email to disastercustomerser-
vice@sba.gov. Loan applica-
tions can be downloaded from 
www.sba.gov/disaster. 

Completed applications 
should be mailed to: U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion, Processing and Dis-
bursement Center, 14925 
Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, 
Texas, 76155. 

Completed loan applica-
tions must be returned to SBA 
no later than Aug. 13, 2018.

For more information about 
the SBA’s Disaster Loan 
Program, visit our website 
at www.sba.gov/disaster

SBA Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans Available 
in NY After Agriculture 
Disaster Declaration
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THE COUNTRY MOTEL 
- Rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended 
stay rooms at reasonable rates. 
All rooms have microwaves 
and refrigerators. Sorry no 
pets. Call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

For rent

WAnteD to BUY

HURLBURT COIN AND 
PAPER - Buying old U.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. Also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. Cash 
offers. Appraisals. Ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

Business Directory

Sewing 
Machines

Eureka 
Vacuum 
Cleaners

Sewing Machines
5 ONEIDA ST., ONEONTA

607-432-8398

EN LKESB A
If we can’t � x it, throw it away!

TF

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT MEET-
ING AND AVAILABILITY 
OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

Harpursville Central 
School District 

Broome and Chenango 
Counties, New York 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that a Special School Dis-
trict Meeting of the Harpurs-
ville Central School Dis-
trict, Broome and Chenango 
Counties, New York, will 
be held on January 16, 2018 
(the “Election Date”) at 1:30 
o’clock P.M., at the W.A. Ol-
msted Elementary School, 54 
Main Street in Harpursville, 
New York, at which the polls 
will be kept open between the 
hours of 1:30 o’clock P.M. and 
8:00 o’clock P.M., Prevailing 
Time, for the purpose of vot-
ing by paper ballot upon the 
following bond proposition: 

BUS BOND 
PROPOSITION 

Shall the following resolu-
tion be adopted, to-wit: 

RESOLVED, that the 
Board of Education of the 
Harpursville Central School 
District, Broome and Chenan-
go Counties, New York, is 
hereby authorized to purchase 
school buses at a maximum 
estimated cost of $265,000, 
including incidental equip-
ment and expenses, and that 
said $265,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, 
shall be raised by the levy of a 
tax upon the taxable property 
of said School District and 
collected in annual install-
ments as provided by Section 
416 of the Education Law; 
and, in anticipation of such 
tax, obligations of said School 
District shall be issued. 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS. 
NOTICE IS ALSO HEREBY 
GIVEN that applications for 
absentee ballots may be ap-
plied for at the office of the 
School District Clerk. Any 
such application must be re-
ceived by the School District 
Clerk at least seven days be-
fore the date of the aforesaid 
Special District Meeting if the 
ballot is to be mailed to the 
voter, or the day before such 
Special District Meeting, if 

the ballot is to be delivered 
personally to the voter. A list 
of all persons to whom absen-
tee voter’s ballots shall have 
been issued shall be available 
for public inspection in the 
office of the School District 
Clerk not less than five days 
prior to the date of the Special 
District Meeting (excluding 
Saturdays and Sundays) dur-
ing regular office hours from 
8:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. until 
the date of the aforesaid Spe-
cial District Meeting. Absen-
tee ballots must be received 
by 3:30 P.M. on date of elec-
tion in the office of the School 
District Clerk. 

Any qualified voter may, 
upon examination of such list, 
file written challenge to the 
qualifications of a voter of any 
person whose name appears 
on the list, stating the reason 
for challenge. Such written 
challenge shall be transmitted 
by the School District Clerk 
or designee to the inspectors 
of election on the date of the 
election. 

AND FURTHER NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that in 
the event of a weather or other 
emergency which necessitates 
cancellation of the January 16, 
2018 Special District Meeting, 
said Special District Meeting 
shall be held on January 23, 
2018 at the aforementioned 
time and place. 

QUALIFIED VOTER: All 
U.S. citizens who have lived 
in the School District at least 
30 days prior to the date of 
the Special District Meeting 
are eligible to vote if they are 
at least 18 years old, and not 
otherwise prohibited from 
voting under the provisions of 
Section 5-106 of the Meeting 
Law. 

Dated: Harpursville, New 
York, 

November 8, 2017. 
BY ORDER OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE HARPURSVILLE 
CENTRAL SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT, BROOME AND 
CHENANGO COUNTIES, 
NEW YORK. 

Darlene Noyes 
School District Clerk  
11-23,12-7,12-21,1-4(4w)b

Deadlines 
for all ads is 

Monday @ 4pm

legAl
UNATEGO CENTRAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE SPECIAL DIS-

TRICT MEETING
The Board of Education 

of Otego-Unadilla Central 
School District, Otsego and 
Delaware Counties, New 
York, HEREBY GIVES NO-
TICE that a Special District 
Meeting of the qualified vot-
ers of said School District 
will be held at the Middle/
Senior High School building 
in Otego, New York in said 
school district, on the 24th 
day of January 2018 at 12:00 
o’clock noon, for the purpose 
of voting by paper ballot upon 
the proposition hereinafter set 
forth.  Voting will be open 
between the hours of 12:00 
o’clock noon and 8:00 o’clock 
p.m.

RESOLVED that, pursuant 
to Chapter 472 of the Session 
Laws of 1998, the Board of 
Education of the Otego-Un-
adilla Central School District 
is hereby authorized to lease 
and expend therefore, includ-
ing costs incidental thereto 
and the financing thereof, 
an amount not to exceed the 
estimated maximum cost of 
eighty thousand ($80,000), 
and for a term not to exceed 
five (5) years, the following 
motor vehicles: three (3) large 
passenger school buses; one 
(1) small passenger school 
bus.

And that such sum, or so 
much thereof as may be nec-
essary, may be raised by the 
levy of a tax collected in an-
nual installments; and that in 
anticipation of such tax, obli-

gations of the District shall be 
issued.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that applications for 
absentee ballots may be ob-
tained at the District Clerk’s 
Office from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. on school days.  Complet-
ed applications are to be sub-
mitted to the District Clerk no 
later than seven days prior to 
the scheduled date of the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to 
the voter or the day before the 
vote if the ballot is to be de-
livered personally.  Absentee 
ballots are to be submitted 
to the District Clerk’s Office 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
date of the vote.  A list of all 
persons to whom absentee 
ballots have been issued will 
be available for public in-
spection during regular office 
hours, which are between 8:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on school 
days, until the date of the spe-
cial meeting, and any quali-
fied voter may file a written 
challenge of the qualifications 
of any person whose name ap-
pears on such list stating the 
reason for the challenge.  Such 
list shall also be posted con-
spicuously at the polling place 
during voting hours and quali-
fied voters may challenge the 
acceptance of the absentee 
ballot of a person on such list, 
by making his challenge and 
the reason for the challenge 
known to the inspectors of 
election before the close of the 
polls.

December 5, 2017
Joan M. French, School 

District Clerk
12-7,12-21,1-4,1-18(4w)b

LEGAL NOTICE FOR 
APPLICATION OF FRAN-
CHISE RENEWAL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that Time Warner Cable 
Northeast LLC, locally known 
as Charter Communications, 
has filed an application for 
renewal of its Cable Televi-
sion Franchise in the Village 
of Sidney, Delaware County, 
New York.

The application and all 
comments filed relative thereto 
are available for public inspec-
tion at the Village of Sidney’s 
office during normal business 
hours.  Interested parties may 
file comments regarding the 
renewal with the Public Ser-
vice Commission within 10 
days of the date of publica-
tion of the notice.  Comments 
should be addressed to Hon. 
Kathleen Burgess, Secretary, 
New York State Public Service 
Commission, 3 Empire State 
Plaza, Albany, NY 12223.

12-21(1w)b 

The Bainbridge-Guilford 
Central School will hold a 
Board of Education Meeting 
on Thursday, January 4, 2018 
in the Guilford Elementary 
school at 6:30 PM. The busi-
ness portion of the meeting 
will start at 7:00 PM with a 
PUBLIC HEARING on the 
Smart Schools Investment 
Plan.

12-28(2w)b
 

NOTICE is hereby given 
that the GENERAL ELEC-
TION for the Village of Af-
ton, NY, will be held Tuesday, 
March 20, 2018 from noon 
to 9 p.m. in the Susquehan-
na Room, Afton Commu-
nity Center, 105 Main Street, 
Afton.

Officers to be elected are:
2 Trustees – for 4 year term
Mayor – for a 4 tear term
Independent nominating 

petitions for these positions 
may be obtained beginning, 
January 3, 2018, at the Village 
Clerk’s office, Afton Commu-
nity Center, 105 Main Street.

By order of the Board of 
Trustees

Ann Palmatier
Clerk/Treasurer
12-21(1w)b 

Bainbridge Apt For Rent
1 BR 1 Bath Ground Floor. 

Great Central Village Loca-
tion. Walk to Shops. Extra 
Clean and Renovated. Nice 
Front and Rear Decks and 
Landlord Maintained Yard. 
Good Parking. Security and 
References Required. $600 
Monthly. Call 607-621-1618

1-4(3w)b
 

legAl

legAl
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REGISTERED NURSES
$5,000 BONUS FOR NEW HIRES!
Stillwater Campus, Chenango Forks, NY!

We offer set scheduling & customized 
hours, including 6, 8 & 12 hour shifts.

Shift differentials up to $6.50/hr!

Inquiries to moneill@hillside.com

BAINBRIDGE - Looking 
for something to do the day 
after Christmas? Maybe you 
are a student home on break 
or you have leftover guests 
and need to get out of the 
house?  

Jericho Arts Council in-
vites you to its Open Mic 
Night, Tuesday, Dec. 26 in 
the theatre on the second floor 
of Bainbridge Town Hall, 15 
North Main St. 

Come on by between 5 and 
8 p.m. – performers and audi-
ence needed.  Admission is 
free.  The concession stand 
will be open and selling pizza, 
snacks and drinks to support 

JAC.  
This event is being hosted 

by Steve Eisenberg and Jake 
Hoag.

There will be a sound sys-
tem with a few mics as well as 
an electric piano.  If interested 
in performing, sign in at the 
table to the left of the stage 
to get a spot on the program.  
This is a family-friendly 
event.  

Future open mics will take 
place Jan. 23, Feb. 27 and 
March 27. Email questions 
to jerichoarts@ymail.com or 
Steve at paper929@gmail.
com.

JAC to Host Post-Christmas 
Open Mic Night Dec. 26

Entertainment 8pm-1am
DJ featuring 
Simply Music

Champagne Toast at Midnight

Come Celebrate the 
New Year 2018 With Us!
Sunday, December 31st

Reservations Required
607-563-8381 or 607-759-8962 (cell)

Seatings begin at 4pm

Prime Rib
Delmonico Steak with 
Crumbly Bleu & Bacon
Crab-stuffed Haddock

Scampi Medley of Shrimp, 
Scallops & Mussels

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Saltimbocca

All dinners include a bruschetta 
appetizer, choice of potato, 

vegetable and salad and rolls, 
along with dessert.

Dinner Specials:

Located at the Sidney Golf 
& Country Club

West Main Street, Sidney
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Sports
Sidney Wrestling Hosted Greene

SIDNEY - Sidney Varsity Wrestling hosted the Greene Trojans this past week. There were 
pins among the matches but, in the end, Greene beat Sidney. Tiana Savino (pictured above) 
did not win her match, but the crowd cheered her on as she fought her way through all three 
matches to not be pinned. Caleb Hartwell (pictured below) wrestled hard for each point he 
earned and was one of Sidney’s wrestlers to win his match.

Lady Warriors Basketball Faced Lady Blackhawks

SIDNEY - Sidney’s Lady Warriors faced Oxford’s Lady Blackhawks in a fast paced basketball 
game. While Sidney worked hard, they could not keep up with Oxford. In the end, Oxford took 
the win over Sidney. Pictured here, triple teamed by Oxford, Crystal Bivar looks for an open 
Sidney player to pass the ball to.

Sidney Boys’ Basketball v. Cobleskill-Richmondville

SIDNEY - Sidney boys’ varsity basketball team was challenged Friday night, Dec. 15 by 
Cobleskill-Richmondville. Sidney took a quick lead and held it for much of the game, but 
Cobleskill-Richmondville was determined to gain the upper hand. Towards the end of the 
game, Cobleskill-Richmondville took the lead and continued to add to it and win the game 
with a final score of Sidney 45-57 Cobleskill-Richmondville. Pictured, Ethan Finch uses some 
fancy moves to get by defenders and gain access to the basket.

AFTON - The following 
are academic awards present-
ed to Afton Central School 
students after the first quarter 
of the ’17-’18 school year.

Middle School High 
Honor Roll

(Requires an average of 92 
percent or better)

Jordyn Adams, Elijah Bac-
iuska, Emily Baciuska, CeCe 
Bushaw, Brady Buttice, Mal-
lory Carman, Hailey Crosby, 
Lila Lee, Jayce Anthony 
Lindsey, Hunter Moffitt, Eri-
ka Nerzak, George Palmetier, 
Anthony Paoletti, Quinton 
Parker, MacKenzie  Payne, 
Braden Sadlemire, Jesse 
Voltz.

Middle School Honor 
Roll

(Requires an average of 
87.5 percent or better)

Ethan Andres, Lacie Bol-
ster, Ashlynne Caffery, Al-
exander Chamberlain, Re-
bekkalynn Christ, Jadyn 
DeGaramo, Nathaniel Hab-
berfield, Nathan Houle, Tyler 
Kelly, Brockton MacNaught, 
Jaden Sweeney, Tia Wilson.

High School High Honor 
Roll

(Requires an average of 92 
percent or better)

Madison Baciuska, Abigail 
Beaulieu, Susanne Berens, 
Grace Bergskaug, William 
Bullis, Joseph Caezza, Ernest 

Cutting III, Casey East, Marc 
Gabernet, Zachary Gardepe, 
Oliviah Harris-Morris, Tracy 
Hatton, Patrick Haynes, Ra-
chael Haynes, Makayla Houle, 
Logan Ives, Tyler King, Sa-
vanna Knapp, Sarah Kulina, 
Kassie Mercilliott, Colin 
Nabinger, Lucas Nichols, Bro-
dy Oleksak, McKayla Payne, 
Alex Pinney, Damion Relyea, 
Madison Riley, Benjamin 
Roberts, Mario Ruttkiewicz, 
Tonie Ruttkiewicz, Thomas 
Sager, Brianna Shaver, Aman-
da Spooner, Caleigh Stevens, 
Victoria Swislosky, Zachery 
Swislosky, Calixta Terrell, 
Damien Terrell, Keegan Tor-
res, Devin Wayman.

High School Honor Roll
(Requires an average of 

87.5 % or better)

Zachary Alford, Michael 
Anderson, Wyatt Austin, 
Bernadette Barbarise, Ryan 
Barnes, Lindsey Bird, Au-
tumn Cole, Dylan Decker, 
Dalton Downs, Seth Foster, 
Hannah Gilbert, Lynzee Gray, 
McKenzie Hoyt, Ashlyn Ko-
cijanski, Courtney Kocijan-
ski, Dominic Marrongelli, 
Loranie McCaulley, Paul 
Mercilliott, Makaela Mills, 
Analichia Morelock, Tara-
lee Nabinger, Jordan Nich-
ols, John Palmetier, Brianna 
Patrick, Samantha Schoelier, 
Amy Schrantz, Taylor Schul-
tz, Chelsey Smith, Ashley 
Spooner, Kathryn Starnes, 
Hannah Tracy, Jannelle Volk, 
Sasha Whitney. 

Afton Central School 
Academic Awards

Area Academics

RECEPTIONS
Covered Bridge Gardens

Party And Reception Hall
A Spacious Country Setting surrounds the 

Reception Hall with seating up to 250. Hardwood 
dance � oor, caterer friendly kitchen, ample parking. 

Reserve your wedding date soon. Call for free 
brochure or visit us by Appt.

1532 Covered Bridge Road, Unadilla
607-369-9293

www.cbgardensny.com

The Silo Restaurant
& Carriage House Guest Rooms

Our unique atmosphere, scenic gardens, Excellent 
food and experienced staff make the perfect 

setting for your Wedding day! 
Receptions up to 300 guests

203 Moran Rd., Off Rte 206 E
6 Mi. E of Greene, 10 Mi. W. of Bainbridge 

Greene, NY • 607-656-4377

SALON
Artistix Nail Studio
Nails: Acrylics, Gels, Gel Polish, 
Manicures, Pedicures & more

Hair: Cuts, Color, Multicolor Coloring, 
Perms, Relaxers, Updo’s, Waxing, & more
Tanning: Stand Up Tanning & Leg Tanner
Additional Services:  Airbrush Makeup & 

Teeth Whitening
64 N. Main St. Bainbridge

Call for Appt. 607-967-6245

CUSTOM INVITATIONS 
& MORE

Country Computers 
& Publishing

Unique and Custom Designed 
Wedding Invitations
1004 St. Hwy 7 

(Willowbend Plaza) Unadilla
607-369-2614

RENTAL ATTIRE
Timeless Brides
Wedding/Formal/Prom

Designer and Vintage Gowns
Various Styles, colors and sizes 0-28

Why buy...when you can rent for 
a fraction of the cost?

534 St. Hwy 7, Unadilla
607-437-1639 by appt.

CATERING
Green’s Long River Inn

And Liquor Store
Let us Bring our Professional

FULL SERVICE
Beverage Caterer to Your

Wedding Reception or other 
Private Party

54 St. Hwy 357, Unadilla
Call 369-9903
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Delaware Valley Humane Society
and McDowell & Walker

Your Pet’s
Favorite Store!!

Present:

Pet of the Week

Pearl
Pearl is our 5 yr old Terrier female mix. 

She is spayed & housetrained and LOVES 
kids! Pearl likes some dogs but we are not 
100% sure about how she would be living 

with a cat. Very sweet and ready to go! 
$60.00 adoption fee. Pearl LOVES to ride 

in the car and LOVES to play fetch.

AFTON
11 Mill St.

Afton, NY 13730
Store: (607)639-2331

DELHI
4 Depot St.

Delhi, NY 13753
Store: (607)746-2314
Shop: (607)746-6601

SIDNEY
5 Mang Dr.

Sidney, NY 13838
Store: (607)563-9797
Shop: (607)563-9823

By Allison Collins

SIDNEY – Following a 
Dec. 5 visit with representa-
tives from the Oneonta office 
of the U.S. Army, members of 
Tri-Town Youth Club’s after 
school program are making 
an extra effort to bring holi-
day cheer to servicemen and 
–women around the world. 

Now through the end of 
January, program enrollees 
and TTYC board members 
will be collecting supply and 
monetary donations for dis-
tribution through the U.S. Ar-
my’s Oneonta branch. TTYC 
students, who span ages 5 
through 14, will also be craft-
ing handwritten letters and 
pictures to accompany the 
care packages.

TTYC director Vincent 
Spruill said the holiday col-
lection drive will benefit sol-
diers during a difficult time of 
year, but serves also to deepen 
the club’s community out-
reach and its mission.

“The (visiting representa-
tives) spoke with the kids 
about what it’s like to be 
away,” Spruill said, “so we are 
collecting items so they can 
be sent out to battalions or 
people who have to be away 
from home for the holidays.”

He said, “It’s important that 
we as Tri-Town Youth Club 
are out in the community … 
more than just when we’re 
asking for money. This is 
about community engagement 
and building rapport.” 

Spruill noted that he ar-
ranged the Dec. 5 presentation 
as a way to expose kids to dif-
ferent backgrounds and liveli-
hoods. He said, “I reached out 
to them to bring new experi-
ences to the kids and get them 
to learn about everything.”

TTYC board member and 

U.S. Navy veteran George 
Sands said he knows firsthand 
how meaningful the finished 
care packages and letters will 
be to recipients.

“(Getting letters) makes 
guys feel good,” he said, add-
ing, “It’s an oddity. Your name 
is not on it, but when you get a 
letter from home, it just makes 
you feel good.”

Sands is overseeing pro-
curement of corporate spon-
sorships and/or donations 
from area businesses.

Flyers detailing the drive, 
Spruill said, will be sent home 
with TTYC after school pro-

gram participants as well as 
distributed throughout Sidney. 
He said, “I would like it to be 
a community-wide thing.” 

Suggested donations in-
clude small snack items, hy-
giene and personal care items, 
toiletries and batteries. Dona-
tions may be dropped off at 
the TTYC, housed in the Sid-
ney United Methodist Church 
at 12 Liberty St., or Spruill 
will arrange for pick-up in 
time for the army office’s next 
outbound shipment. 

Spruill can be reached 
at 845-707-3406 or Vince.
Spruill@gmail.com.

TTYC Members to Serve Soldiers this Season

TTYC after school program enrollee Carina Condon, 8, of 
Sidney, works on a card for a soldier as part of the Sidney 
organization’s outreach effort this holiday season.

Unadilla CofC Names Holiday Prize Winners

UNADILLA – The Unadilla Chamber of Commerce announced the flowing winners in its 
holiday gift certificate drawing:
Linda Shelton, Sheryl Oglesby, Deb Singer and Kathi Cabane. 
Area shoppers were encouraged to register while holiday shopping in Unadilla at chamber of 
commerce-member businesses. Winners each received a $25 gift card goo for shopping at 
chamber businesses. The drawing was held Friday, Dec. 15 at The Meeting Place in Unadilla, 
with newly instated chamber president Dwight Mott, pictured, drawing the winners. Photo 
credit: Anna Ritchey.

Sidney Super 8 Recognized for Excellence
SIDNEY – Sidney Mayor 

Andy Matviak, Sidney grant 
administrator John Redente 
and regional manager/vice 
president of business develop-
ment with the Sidney Super 
8 Vesna Hoblitz hosted ex-
ecutives from Banta Manage-
ment, Inc., which owns the 
Sidney hotel, for a congratu-
latory Tuesday, Dec. 19 meet-
ing. On Dec. 6, the Sidney 
Super 8, located at 4 Mang 
Drive, was awarded a certifi-
cate of excellence within the 
Banta company.

Banta president and CEO 
George Banta said, “This was 

given by the company to the 
hotel for customer satisfac-
tion, cleanliness and all the 
things that go into lodging.” 
He commented, “This is a 
great example of a small-town 
hotel. 

George Banta, Jr. added 
that recognition was based 
on the Sidney site’s score fol-
lowing a series of inspections. 
The Sidney Super 8 is one of 
about 40 hotels and motels 
owned by Banta Management 
in the tri-state area. 

Hoblitz, who has managed 
the Sidney facility for two 
years, called the occasion 

“a historical moment for the 
hotel.” She said, “We have 
a strong team environment 
and we’re focused. Every-
body’s got a fire under them 
(and) they’re all hard-working 
people.” 

Redente credited Hoblitz 
with reviving the hotel’s repu-
tation in recent years. 

He said, “What Vesna’s 
done here has been terrific. 
It’s really a nice place to stay 
(and) you feel like you’re at 
home when you come here.” 

The Sidney Super 8 team 
includes about a dozen 
employees. 

SIDNEY – The 26th an-
nual Alumni Basketball 
Night, sponsored by the Sid-
ney Alumni Basketball Asso-
ciation (SABA) is scheduled 
for Friday, Dec. 22, with two 
games starting at 6 p.m. in the 
Sidney High School gym.  

 Following the success of 
the “quarter-century” edition 
a year ago, SABA chairman 
Greg Davie announced that 
the Christmas holiday may 
prove better for getting a good 
turnout. The gym will open at 
5 p.m. for players and the pub-
lic is invited free of charge.

 This year’s event is 
special, because players from 
two New York State basket-
ball championship seasons 
are being encouraged to re-
turn, both led by current head 

coach Mike Brazee.  Brazee is 
expected to retire from teach-
ing in June 2018.  

 The 
1997-98 and 2006-07 teams 
will mark their 20th and 10th 
anniversaries, respectively.  
Players from all eras – male 
and female – are invited to 
play in this “fun and fundrais-
ing” game (or games) that has 
generated $7,500 since 1992. 
There is an entry fee for play-
ers, which can include the 
price of a reversible jersey.

 Game 1 will 
feature a combination of older 
male alumni and all women 
who also wish to participate.  
That game will starts at 6:00 
p.m., with the follow-up game 
showcasing all recent gradu-
ates through 2017.

 Everyone is asked 
to contact SABA founder and 
chairman Greg Davie at 643-
5728, gdavie@stny.rr.com or 
via the SABA Facebook page.  
Players, please bring either 
alumni reversible jerseys or 
separate maroon-and-white 
shirts, as teams will be deter-
mined based on attendance.

 Each year, SABA presents 
a $300 scholarship at gradu-
ation to a varsity basketball 
player who, as determined by 
the coaching staff, has dem-
onstrated consistent dedica-
tion and team play, with no 
regard to individual statistics.

 Donations will 
be accepted from those who 
would like to play but cannot 
attend. See above contact info 
for details.

Suit Up for 26th Annual Sidney Alumni 
Basketball Dec. 22


