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2005 Buick Lacrosse CXL 4dr, 3.8L 6cyl, auto trans, 
htd leath pwr seats, pwr winds & locks, keyless entry 

w remote start, “0” recalls, black, 53,872 miles

$8,969
Plus tax, title & registration.

Includes Lifetime Powertrain Warranty.

Early Labor Day 
Deadline Notice

In observance of Labor Day 
Monday, Sept. 4, the deadline 
for submissions to Tri-Town 
News is being pushed back to 
Friday, Sept. 1 at 4 p.m. 

Submitted copy intended 
for the Sept. 7 edition of 
the paper should be sent to 
ttnews@tritownnews.com no 
later than 4 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
1.

The TTN offi ce, located at 
85 Main St. in Sidney, will 
also be closed on Labor Day. 

Thank you for your cooper-
ation and have a safe and fun 
Labor Day!  

The six women making up “The Longnecks” – Sharon 
Colwell of Georgetown, Ind; Tressie Abu-Markhieh of 
Oroville, Cali.; Lisa Ann Eltz of Lancaster, Pa.; Ellen 
Kuhnert of Tower City, Pa.; Maxine Lebo of Philadel-
phia, Pa.; and Lee Ann Dalrymple of Caneyville, Ky. – 
stand before April the Giraffe during their pilgrimage to 
Animal Adventure Park in Harpursville. 

“The Longnecks” Travel from Around 
the Country to Meet April the Giraffe & 
Baby Tajiri

By Samantha Burns

SIDNEY - Tuesday, Aug. 
15 at Joe and Vinny’s Piz-
zeria of Sidney, six women 
from across the country en-
joyed their last meal together 
before returning home from 
an adventurous vacation. The 
six women had one thing in 
common before they met for 
the fi rst time in New York just 
three days earlier: April the 
Giraffe.

Back in February, these six 
women joined in on the trend-
ing live feed video of “April 
the Giraffe” and watched for 
weeks as the whole world 
waited for the arrival of a 
baby giraffe. The six women 
noticed they were all show-
ing up in the comments of the 
live feed and started their own 

group chat on Facebook with 
each other. 

Sharon Colwell of George-
town, Ind; Tressie Abu-
Markhieh of Oroville, Cali.; 
Lisa Ann Eltz of Lancaster, 
Pa.; Ellen Kuhnert of Tower 
City, Pa.; Maxine Lebo of 
Philadelphia, Pa.; and Lee 
Ann Dalrymple of Caneyville, 
Ky. make up their self-named 
group, “The Longnecks.”

The Longnecks, after 
months of talking, decided to 
meet and take a trip together 
to see the famous April the 
Giraffe and baby Tajiri at 
Animal Adventure Park in 
Harpursville.

The trip began with six 
women fl ying from their home 
states to New York. At 4 a.m. 
in Louisville International 
Airport in Jefferson County, 
Ky. on a layover, two of the six 

women said they “just knew 
as soon as we saw each other” 
that they were who they were 
looking for. As for the others, 
cardboard signs helped them 
meet at airports along the way.

When in New York, the 
group stayed together at 
Westwood Guest Cottages in 
Unadilla. 

On Sunday, Aug. 13, after 
months waiting, The Long-
necks fi nally met April the 
Giraffe and baby Tajiri.

The group said it was a 
lovely experience and were so 
glad they started that group 
chat and all went through with 
meeting up. 

After this adventure togeth-
er, the women said they plan 
to stay in contact and will al-
ways remember the memories 
made this past week.

A window display during 
last year’s April unit on 
ways to love and help 
save the Earth, is pictured 
at the Main Street Enrich-
ment Center at 146 Main 
St., Afton. Center founder 
and director, Brenda 
James, said the hands-
on, collaborative nature 
of the display, crafted by 
center students in honor 
of Earth Day 2016, “rep-
resents so much of who 
we are and what we do.”  

Afton’s Main Street Enrichment Center 
Prepares Kids Through Play

Members of the Masonville and Trout Creek fi re departments, as well as the Sid-
ney Fire Department, carried massive American fl ags measuring 30 ft. by 60 ft. 
and weighing 52 pounds through the Heroes Parade Tuesday night, Aug. 15 at the 
Delaware County Fair. Photo credit: Anna Ritchey. 

Big-hearted Sidney Couple Donates 
Even Bigger Flags to Heroes Parade

By Allison Collins

SIDNEY – Retired sergeant 
Steven Anderson and his wife, 
Elaine, of Sidney, make it 
their mission to provide area 
fi re departments, fairs and or-
ganizations with a little – or 
a lot – of extra patriotism, in 
the form of donated American 
fl ags. 

Most recently, two of the 
Andersons’ largest fl ags, mea-
suring 30 ft. by 60 ft. and 
weighing 52 pounds apiece, 
were carried by the fi re de-
partments of Sidney and 
Masonville and Trout Creek 
during the Heroes Parade 
Tuesday, Aug. 15 at the Dela-
ware County Fair in Walton. 
The roughly 20 members of 
the Sidney department were 
among the last of the parade 

to process. 
Anderson noted that while 

2017 marked the fi rst time the 
Masonville department car-
ried such a sizable fl ag, Sidney 
has carried theirs for several 
consecutive years. 

“We buy all the fl ags,” ex-
plained Anderson, adding, 
“It’s our own thing that we 
do.” He continued, “We fl y 
them as long as we feel we can 
… (because) fl ags on the pole 
only last so long … and then 
we donate them.” Anderson 
noted that the fl ags featured in 
the Heroes Parade were made 
of durable rip-stop nylon in 
Pennsylvania and far too large 
to fi t on a fl agpole. 

The Andersons’ tradition 
of upholding and boosting 
patriotism through displaying 
and donating the American 
fl ag began in 2002, said Steve 

Anderson. 
“That’s when we put up 

our fi rst fl agpole,” said An-
derson, adding, “We eventu-
ally, after three months or so, 
offered (the fl ag) to the Sidney 
Fire Department and they 
were thrilled to take it.” 

Since then, Anderson said 
of himself and Elaine, “We’ve 
given many fl ags away.” 

Though he reserves the su-
per-size fl ags for events such 
as Flag and Memorial Day 
parades, Anderson said past 
recipients have included the 
Sidney Central School Dis-
trict, local chapters of the Boy 
Scouts of America and “pri-
vate individuals.”

Testament to why the An-
dersons do what they do, 
Steve Anderson said, “We’ll 
offer them to whoever would 
like one.” 

By Allison Collins

AFTON – Now in its fourth 
year, the Main Street Enrich-
ment Center of Afton, located 
at 146 Main St., is the result 
of one woman’s passion for 
teaching children.

Brenda James, founder and 
director of the center, said that 

her experience as a home day-
care provider is what led her 
to launch a larger learning 
center, able to accommodate 
more children. 

“I used to run my own day-
care out of my home,” said 
James, adding, “I was regis-
tered through New York State 
and ran a high-quality day-
care for families, but I wanted 

to provide the same service 
to more people.” Noting that, 
from her home she was lim-
ited by regulations and ratio 
restrictions, James added, “I 
wanted to be able to provide 
an enriching education to 
more children.”

As James, herself a mother 
of three, conceptualized Main 
Street Enrichment Center, she 

See Enrichment, page 5
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We Rock the Southern Tier!

IN OXFORD
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

ELEVEN LOCATIONS
TO SERVE YOU -

 NY:  Lounsberry, Owego, Tioga Center, 
  Whitney Point, Oxford & Lisle
 Pa:  Birchardville, Wysox,
  New Milford, Jackson, Lenox

Rock Products - Sand & Gravel
Crusher Run, Crushed Stone,

Various Size Rip Rap Boulders,
1/2” Minus Screenings
NYS DOT & PennDOT

Approved Materials
70 TRUCK FLEET

AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY

607-687-1114 • Fax: 687-1856
Corporate Offi  ce: 3430 St. Rte. 434, Apalachin, NY 13732 • www.lopke.net

WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS 
and PLATTERS

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE
FROM THE DELI –

Meat & Cheese Platters, including several kinds of 
Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-5; SAT. 8-4; CLOSED SUNDAYS
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & FOOD STAMPS ACCEPTED

Pine Ridge Groceries
4086 State Hwy. 206, Bainbridge, NY • 607-967-5926
Route 206 West (1¼ mi. from light at Rte. 7)

FALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
Stop in during one of our registration days or call the studio to make an appointment!

Saturday, August 26th 10am-12pm 
Saturday, September 2nd 10am-12pm

Classes available for ages 2+!
Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Acro • Contemporary

• Hip Hop • Song & Dance • Pointe • Vocal & Acting
30 Main St, 2nd Floor in Sidney • (607) 563-7280

www.studiobperformingarts.com

Bainbridge Memorial Works, Inc.
– A family owned business since 1927 –

Granite Monuments – Markers
Cemetery Lettering & Cleaning
Expert Guidance without Obligation

92 No. Main St., Bainbridge BRAD AND JUDY VOLKERT
967-3986 GARY AND LINDSEY GIFFORD

“Our Guarantee Lasts a Lifetime”

Monuments

DOG & CAT 
FOOD DRIVE

Now thru September 2

FREE HOMEMADE 
DOG TREATS AVAILABLE!

DAILY 7 AM — 6 PM
cidermillendicott.com

Local Lutherans Work to Aid Students Worldwide

Sidney Scout Leaves Dugout Legacy, Earns Eagle Merit 

SIDNEY - Over two recent 
weekends, some of the ladies 
and youth at St. Luke’s Lu-
theran Church, Sidney, met 
to make 24 drawstring back-
packs for school kits to be 
sent to Lutheran World Relief 
(LWR).

The backpacks provided by 
LWR School Kits provide a 
valuable resource to children 
around the world who often 
have to travel long distances 
to reach school.

To the children who re-
ceive these kits, these supplies 

mean the difference between 
getting an education or not. In 
the places where LWR works, 
even a few required supplies, 
such as pens and paper, may 
be more than many families 
can afford.

These and others kits, 
containing baby care items, 
personal care items and even 
quilts, will be delivered to one 
of several central locations 
and then shipped all over the 
world to places such as: Cen-
tral and South America, Af-
rica, India, Thailand, Serbia, 
the Ukraine and Georgia.

By Allison Collins

SIDNEY – Thanks to 
the dedication of one young 
Sidney man to his commu-
nity, paired with the help of 
friends, family and several 
corporate sponsors, the soft-
ball field at Keith Clark Park 
on River Street is sporting a 
brand new dugout. 

Prospective Eagle Scout 
and Sidney native, 17-year-
old Alex Artis, undertook the 
construction project as a way 
to not only earn his Eagle 
Scout merit, but leave some-
thing lasting and functional to 
his hometown. 

Crystal Artis, Alex’s moth-
er, explained, “I know he 
was looking for something 
the community could really 
get use out of.” She added, 
“He’s played on that park 
and watched his dad’s soft-
ball team play and watched 
people struggle with (having) 
no place to sit … so we just 
thought dugouts would be 
very appropriate.” 

Alex himself said, “It was 
to help out players that played 

in softball leagues down at 
KCP and protect them from 
sun and (protect) their equip-
ment if it rained.” He added, 
“I wanted to leave my mark on 
the town and be remembered 
for something.” 

Though Alex said he began 
the paperwork for the project 
in January of this year, con-
struction of the eight by 16 
foot dugout did not begin until 
Aug. 6. 

The project, said Crystal 
Artis, is the culmination of 
Alex’s scouting career. 

“When he was a Tiger 
Scout, Alex couldn’t wait to 
be an Eagle Scout,” said Crys-
tal, noting, “He has worked 
hard and was very focused, 
taking his scouting duties se-
riously to get him here.” 

A member of the Boy 
Scouts of America since age 
5, Crystal said her son has “at-
tended almost every outing 
and campout (and) participat-
ed in all the fundraisers and 
community service projects.” 
Upon completion of his dug-
out project and a final review, 
Alex will officially become 

an Eagle Scout. Crystal noted, 
“We are very proud of Alex 
and his accomplishments.” 

Asked what kept him com-
ing back to scouting year after 
year, Alex said, “I enjoy it,” 
and added, “It helps out com-
munity and I like doing that 
and (I’ve) learned good life 
skills.” 

Throughout the project, 
Alex received help from major 
sponsor, Morton Buildings, 
Inc. of Homer, N.Y., as well 
as Home Depot of Oneonta, 
Jess F. Howes of Sidney Cen-
ter, SFCU, Scoville-Meno, 
New York Central Mutual, the 
Sidney Great American and 
the Sacred Heart Church of 
Sidney. 

Lending their time and 
energy to the project were 

Alex’s family and friends: 
mother and stepfather, Crys-
tal and Joe Stone; father, Will 
Artis; brother, Noah Artis; 
cousin, Owen Barnes; step-
sister, McKenly Stone; Jane 
Artis, grandmother; and Mor-
ton employees, Jeff Stone and 
Chad Hill. 

Alex is expected to gradu-
ate from Sidney Central 
School in June 2018. Follow-
ing high school, he hopes to 
attend Clemson University 
and major in mechanical en-
gineering with a focus on 
aerospace. Though a base-
ball player for Sidney Central 
School, Alex noted that, post-
graduation, he intends to join 
his father’s softball league. 

David Byrd Home in Sidney 
Center Open Weekends

 
SIDNEY CENTER – Saturdays and Sundays, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. through Sept. 30, artist David Byrd’s incredible home and 
studio, located at 2205 Pine Swamp Road in Sidney Center, will 
be open to the public with a retrospective exhibition. 

There will also be a free closing auction celebration on Sept. 
30 at 1 p.m. at the home. Items will include primitive antiques, 
art, housewares, tools, old bottles, old patents and much more. 

For more information, visit www.davidbyrdestate.com or call 
Jody at 369-3059. 

 

Sidney Library to Start Lit Lovers 
Book Sharing Group Sept. 7

SIDNEY – The Sidney Memorial Public Library is initiating 
a new book club, beginning Thursday, Sept. 7 at 6:30 p.m.

The Lit Lovers Book Sharing Group will meet on the first 
Thursday of every month. The club aims to be a place for shar-
ing your thoughts on good books and getting ideas for your next 
great read. Each month will feature a theme and participants 
will be asked to read any book the correlates to that month’s 
theme. 

This promises to be a great way to meet new people and find 
new, great reads. 

September’s theme will be historical fiction.
Join in the fun on Sept. 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the library’s Smart 

Community Room.
For more information, call 563-1200.  
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Community meals

odds & ends

Good old days

PoliCe RePoRt

PastoR’s Pen

BAINBRIDGE - The Soup 
Kitchen at the Bainbridge 
United Methodist Church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s Facebook page.

 
SIDNEY - A full meal is 

served at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 25 River St. every 
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Food selections vary 
weekly and all are welcome. 

UNADILLA - A week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery Thursday at 12:30 p.m. 
at St. Matthews Episcopal 
Church. A free will offering is 
appreciated. 

UNADILLA - Breakfast in 
the Basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from 9 a.m. to 

11 a.m. at the Unadilla United 
Methodist Church on Main St. 
All are welcome. Donations 
are accepted but not expected. 

SIDNEY - Everyone is cor-
dially invited to sit, eat, relax 
and join the community for 
the free monthly Share the 
Bounty dinner at the Sidney 
United Methodist Church, 
located at 12 Liberty St., on 
Thursday, Aug. 31, from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 

The hosts for the dinner 
will be the youth from SUMC, 
who have rolled up their 
sleeves and are already shop-
ping and preparing to serve a 
delicious meal sure to delight 
the taste buds. 

The menu will consist of 
hamburgers, hot dogs, salads 
and hot and cold beverages as 
well as dessert.

SIDNEY 
25 YEARS AGO

Aug. 26, 1992
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

of Sidney prepared to host its 
inaugural Great Zucchini Fes-
tival on Aug. 29. 

The festival was to include 
games and activities for chil-
dren, contemporary Christian 
music performed by the Barn-
abas Network, a roving clown, 
free puppet shows, a Chi-
nese auction, beef barbecue, 
pony and donkey rides and, 
of course, myriad zucchini 
contests.

Themed contests were to 
include categories such as 
ugliest zucchini, most sincere 
zucchini, best-dressed zucchi-
ni, most innovated use of zuc-
chini and funniest zucchini, to 
name a few. 

Then-mayor, Elwood “Di-
xie” Davis, even signed a 
proclamation declaring Aug. 
29, 1992 “Zucchini Day” in 
Sidney.  

The Sidney Central School 
Board gained a vote Aug. 18 
in favor of putting the build-
ing project issue back before 
district voters.

Though previously dead-
locked, the approval effective-
ly put the $5.5 million build-
ing project up for a revote, 

emphasizing that the plan 
was contingent upon BOCES 
continuing participation origi-
nally agreed to. 

 
BAINBRIDGE

25 YEARS AGO
Aug. 26, 1992

Judy Weissflog and An-
nie Nelson, then-seniors at 
Bainbridge-Guilford Central 
School and winners of the 
Rotary Youth Leadership 
Award, were featured guests 
at a Bainbridge Rotary Club 
meeting.

The pair received the 
award enabling them to at-
tend RYLA, begun 11 years 
beforehand by Sidney Rotar-
ian and businessman, Thomas 
Mirabito, Sr.  

MT. UPTON 
25 YEARS AGO

Aug. 26, 1992
After 117 years in one 

place, the bell at the First Bap-
tist Church of Mt. Upton liter-
ally got a “lift” in the summer 
of ’92.

Though the two-ton bell 
had been in place since 1875, 
the louvered steeple was 
struck by lightning around 
1947. At the time, most of 
the steeple burned and a man 
named Pierce built a shed over 
the bell where the steeple had 
been. 

BAINBRIDGE - The 
Bainbridge-Guilford Central 
School will hold a Board of 
Education meeting on Thurs-
day, Aug. 24 in the district 
conference room. The busi-
ness portion of the meeting 
will start at 7 p.m. 

AFTON - The Afton Free 
Library is seeking donations 
for its Aug. 25 - 26 book sale. 

Donations of books and li-
brary friendly materials are 
welcome. No encyclopedias or 
textbooks. Anyone interested 
should drop off donations dur-
ing the following hours: Mon-
day and Tuesday, 12-5 p.m.; 
Thursday, 12-8 p.m.; Friday, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; or Saturday, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 639-1212. 

OTEGO - The Unatego 
Central School District will 
hold a board meeting on Mon-
day, Aug. 28 in room 93 of the 
middle/senior high school at 7 
p.m.  

SIDNEY - The Monday 
Morning Coffee League, an 
all women’s league held at 
East Main Lanes in Sidney, 
will be holding a meeting on 
Monday, Aug. 28 at 10 a.m. at 
East Main Lanes

Any interested persons 
should call East Main Lanes 
at 563-2695 or Gale Lin-
droth at 988-7787 for more 
Information. 

BAINBRIDGE - The vil-
lage of Bainbridge zoning 
board of appeals will hold 
their regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting on Monday, 
Aug. 28 at 7 p.m. in the village 
clerk’s office, 33 West Main 
St., Bainbridge. 

BAINBRIDGE - The 
Thursday Morning Winter 
League, a mixed league held 
at Galaxy Bowl in Bainbridge, 
will be holding a meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 31 at 9:30 a.m. 
at Galaxy Bowl.

Any interested persons 
should call Galaxy Bowl 
at 967-8818 or Gale Lin-
droth at 988-7787 for more 
information. 

HARPURSVILLE - The 
Harpursville United Method-
ist Church will hold its fall 
rummage and bake sale in the 
church basement on Friday, 
Sept. 8 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
with a bag sale on Saturday, 
Sept. 9 from 9 a.m. to noon.

There will be a variety of 
household items and clothing 
at low cost. Everyone is wel-
come to attend. 

AFTON - The village of 
Afton clerk’s office will be 
closed on Monday, Sept. 4 in 
observance of Labor Day. 

Regular clerk hours will re-
sume on Wednesday, Sept. 6 
at 9 a.m. 

Test Music Trivia Sept. 13 
at SMPL

Sidney – A lover of music? 
Why not plan to come to the 
Sidney Memorial Public Li-
brary on Wednesday, Sept. 13 
to test your knowledge? The 
event will feature music trivia 
questions from the ‘70s, ‘80s, 
‘90s and ‘00s, along with 
prizes. 

Call 563-1200 for more 
information.  

SIDNEY CENTER – Save 
the Date: Saturday, September 
16 will be the 8th Annual Sid-
ney Center Tractor Parade in 
Sidney Center.

By Thomas Pullyblank, 
Sidney United Methodist 
Church

[Jesus said], “Watch out for 
false prophets. They come to 
you dressed like sheep, but in-
side they are vicious wolves. 
You will know them by their 
fruit. Do people get bunches 
of grapes from thorny weeds, 
or do they get figs from this-
tles? In the same way, every 
good tree produces good fruit, 
and every rotten tree produces 
bad fruit.” - Matthew 7: 15-17

For millions of people, 
throughout history, America 
was and remains a great na-
tion. One characteristic that 
makes America great is its 
tradition of religious freedom, 
the promise that all people 
are created in the image of 
God and, in America, have 
the freedom to worship God 
(or Yahweh or Allah) however 
they see fit.

Yet religious freedom is 
a delicate flower. Handled 
too roughly, left unnourished 
by neglectful intolerance 
and self-serving bigotry, the 
flower of religious freedom 
can wither and die, its po-
tential for fruit lost to future 
generations, perhaps forever. 

Religious freedom can easily 
degrade into religious irre-
sponsibility when one group 
of people uses religion as a 
weapon against others. Re-
ligious irresponsibility is as 
dangerous a threat to religious 
freedom as tyranny.

On southern plantations, 
white preachers were fond of 
sermonizing on Paul’s Letter 
to Philemon, which tells of a 
runaway slave who is returned 
to his master. Black congre-
gants flipped through their 
Bibles, playfully pretending 
that they could not find the 
Letter to Philemon which, 
they knew, consisted of only 
25 verses, a mere page in most 
translations. Later, once the 
white preacher had finished 
his sermon and after the ser-
vice had ended, the congrega-
tion would regather to hear 
black preachers deliver ser-
mons on the Book of Exodus, 
which tells of how God freed 
the people of Israel from the 
slavery of their Egyptian 
masters. They knew full well 
why their racist white masters 
required their attendance at 
the sermons of their equally 
racist white preachers. They 
also knew that the message 
imparted by the Letter of Phi-

lemon pales in importance to 
the message imparted by the 
Book of Exodus.

A teacher of mine, a great 
man of learning and wis-
dom, once explained to me 
his conviction that the Nazis 
had irredeemably poisoned 
humankind. My teacher was, 
overall, an optimistic man 
who believed in the vast po-
tential of human progress. But 
he realized more clearly than 
most the simple truth that 
what is done cannot be un-
done, that toothpaste, once out 
of the tube, cannot be put back 
in. Humanity would never be 
able to completely cleanse 
itself from Hitler’s hateful 
poison, my teacher said. The 
Nazi menace would continue 
to plague us, one way or an-
other, for a long, long time, 
in both straightforward ways 
and ways we might not see 
until too late.

The Nazis, like the white 
preachers on southern plan-
tations, called themselves 
Christians. They insisted that 
western Christianity was the 
pinnacle of world civiliza-
tion. They used the Bible, 
especially the Passion sto-
ries from Matthew and John, 
as evidence that Jews were 

the enemy. They thus nour-
ished and cultivated seeds of 
anti-Semitism that western 
Christians had been planting 
for centuries. Their religious 
chauvinism provided the mor-
al authority for mass murder 
on an unprecedented scale.

We’d like to pretend that 
the Christian racism of the 
white plantation preacher is 
a thing of the past. We’d like 
to fool ourselves into believ-
ing that America remains un-
tainted by the poisonous ideas 
espoused by the Nazis, an evil 
that we confidently proclaim 
as eradicated by us in the he-
roic struggle of World War II.

Yet these ideas are still with 
us. Recently, the people who 
espouse them have emerged 
from their dormancy through-
out our land with alarming 
frequency. To deny this fact is 
to embolden these false proph-
ets. For Christians to explain 
away their racist words and 
violent provocations as just 
another form of free speech 
is to abdicate our responsibil-
ity as followers of Jesus. We 
betray Jesus our Savior when 
we ally with or defend these 
wolves in sheep’s clothing.

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing report is a matter of 
public record and includes 
press releases from area law 
enforcement agencies. An 
arrest is not a presumption 
of guilt, as all persons are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law. Persons wishing to have 
the disposition of their cases 
published should contact the 
Tri-Town News at 561-3526 
during regular business 
hours.

NYS POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

BAINBRIDGE - On Tues-
day, Aug. 15, NYS Police at 
Sidney arrested Csaba V. 
Fekete, age 73, of Bainbridge, 
for two felony counts of crimi-

nal contempt in the 1st degree.
This arrest occurred af-

ter troopers were advised of 
two incidents where Fekete 
was sounding a loud alarm 
outside his home and then 
yelling at separate neighbors. 
His conduct violated an order 
of protection that had been 
placed against him by the 
neighbors. Also, this charge 
was increased to first degree 
because he has a prior convic-
tion for criminal contempt in 
the 2nd degree within the last 
five years.

Fekete was arraigned in 
the town of Bainbridge court 
and was remanded to the 
Chenango County jail in lieu 
of $20,000 cash bail. His next 
court date is pending. 

SIDNEY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Arrests:

UNADILLA - Aug. 14: 
Adam C. Harvis, 54, of Un-
adilla, for three counts of petit 
larceny.  

SIDNEY - Aug. 14: Ayad 
Mohamed, 64, of Sidney, on a 
bench warrant. 

PORT CRANE - Aug. 16: 
Michelle A. Latsachack, 28, 
of Port Crane, for aggravated 
unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. 

SIDNEY - Aug. 17: Joshua 
T. Bender, 21, for endangering 
the welfare of a child and two 
counts of harassment in the 
2nd degree. 

SIDNEY - Aug. 18: Chris-
tina Martinez, 25, of Sidney, 

for aggravated unlicensed op-
eration in the 3rd degree. 

SIDNEY - Aug. 19: Ed-
die Ocasio, 37, of Sidney, for 
menacing in the 2nd degree, 
assault in the 3rd degree 
and criminal obstruction of 
breathing and coercion in the 
2nd degree. 

SIDNEY - Aug. 19: George 
A. Hill, 30, of Sidney, for tres-
passing and criminal mischief 
in the 4th degree. 

SIDNEY - Aug. 20: Jenni-
fer L. Leggett, 31, of Sidney, 
on a bench warrant. 

MASONVILLE - Aug. 20: 
Justin W. Charles, 20, of Ma-
sonville, on a bench warrant.

 

The relocation of the bell 
was initiated after a roof-
ing project was undertaken 
in 1990, whereupon a rot-
ting leak in the belfry was 
discovered.

Estimates to hire out the 
1990 project came in at $15-
20 thousand, but through Con-
tinental Baptist Missions, a 
three-man professional build-
ing team, the labor needed in 
the summer of ’92 was pro-
vided “gratis,” bringing the 
cost down to around $4,000.  

SIDNEY  
50 YEARS AGO

Aug. 30, 1967
The Unalam plant on West 

Road in Sidney was building 
a 17,000-square foot addi-
tion to the main plant. The 
addition was to extend the 
building 140 feet closer to the 
road and provided additional 
space for manufacture and 
storage.

Unalam established the 
plant in Sidney in 1963 and, 
from that time onward, con-
structed an additional storage 
building, added to the rear of 
the main plant and built an-
other large storage plant. The 
1967 expansion effort signi-
fied the company’s fourth 
within a five-year period. 

UNADILLA 
50 YEARS AGO

Aug. 30, 1967
Vacation Bible school at the 

Fellowship Baptist Church on 
Covered Bridge Road in Un-
adilla saw record attendance, 
with 154 children attending.

 
BAINBRIDGE

75 YEARS AGO

Aug. 27, 1942
There was a day nursery 

conducted in Bainbridge for 
the convenience of working 
mothers of the community 
with children of pre-school 
age. 

The upper story of the 
Gridley House on the corner 
of Juliand Street and Walnut 
Avenue was obtained for the 
nursery and equipped to ac-
commodate children. There 
was also an isolation room for 
sick children. 

All supervision was to be 
under the direction of regis-
tered nurses and a registered 
nurse was to be in attendance 
at all times. 

The nursery offered servic-
es for a dollar a day, to cover 
the cost of a “well-planned 
lunch.” 

SIDNEY
75 YEARS AGO

Aug. 28, 1942
Construction was complet-

ed on the $185,000 colonial 
style grammar school at Ma-
sonville and the school was 
set to open Sept. 1. 

Construction was autho-
rized because of overcrowding 
of the Sidney public schools

The classrooms were de-
signed to accommodate from 
100 to 120 students of grades 
one through six; the auditori-
um was designed to seat 300. 

Additionally, the design of 
the boiler room took into con-
sideration the industrial arts 
program carried on by Sid-
ney Central School and sev-
eral acres behind the building 
were allotted for playground 
space. 

Gilbertsville Baptist to Hold Annual 
Picnic Aug. 26

GILBERTSVILLE - The Gilbertsville Baptist Church will 
hold its annual picnic for members, families and friends on 
Saturday, Aug. 26, beginning at 5 p.m. at Copes Corners Park. 
Please note, there will be no Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. on 
Aug. 27.

The annual ecumenical service will be on Sunday, Aug. 27, 
beginning at 11 a.m. at Centennial Park. The worship service 
message will be by Philip Lane of the Baptist Church. Also tak-
ing part in the service will be Donna Steckline from the Epis-
copal Church and Mark Piedmonte of the Presbyterian Church. 
Following the service a covered dish picnic will be held, please 
bring dish to pass. All are welcome.
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Delaware County Sheriff 
Announces Retirement
To the People of Delaware 

County,
It is with a heavy heart that 

I announce my retirement as 
your sheriff, effective Aug. 28, 
2017.  It has truly been an hon-
or and a privilege to serve the 
people of Delaware County 
as sheriff for nearly 19 years. 
However, after 50 years in law 
enforcement I have decided 
the time is right for me to re-
tire.  I thank you, the residents 
of Delaware County, for your 
steadfast interest and support 
of the Sheriff’s Office.  As we 
have served you, you in turn 
have given us your support.

When I was elected sheriff, 
my goal was to make Dela-
ware County a safer place to 
live, work and raise a family.  
I strongly believe my goal 

has been realized.  Rest as-
sured, this accomplishment 
will continue to be sustained, 
expanded upon and supported 
through the dedication and 
tireless efforts of the Dela-
ware County Sheriff’s Of-
fice personnel who serve the 
county. I am truly grateful to 
have had the good fortune to 
work with some of the fin-
est men and women in law 
enforcement.  

Thank you to all my em-
ployees: deputies, corrections 
officers and administrative 
and civilian staff who have 
worked tirelessly to support 
me and promote the office of 
sheriff with honor, service 
and professionalism over the 
years.  

I recognize that there is still 
a significant drug problem in 
the United States which con-

tinues to affect and impact the 
residents of our county.  The 
Delaware County Sheriff’s 
Office will continue to focus 
on this problem and will con-
tinue to combat this problem 
on all levels.   We simply can-
not ignore this problem that is 
literally destroying individu-
als and families, as well as 
our society.  

In closing, effective Aug. 
28, 2017, my undersheriff, 
Craig DuMond, will offi-
cially become acting sheriff 
until my vacancy is filled by 
appointment or election in 
November.  Undersheriff Du-
Mond will be seeking election 
and has my complete endorse-
ment and support.  Undersher-
iff DuMond has made many 
positive additions and accom-
plishments over the past sev-
eral years, including the cre-

ation of a K9 division, school 
substation and resource of-
ficer program and a special 
response team. 

DuMond is an outstand-
ing administrator who has 
streamlined and profession-
alized operations, reduced 
operating expenses of the jail 
and generated hundreds of 
thousands in revenue for the 
county and, most importantly, 
served as my ambassador and 
direct conduit with the public.   
I place my full faith, confi-
dence and support in Under-
sheriff DuMond’s abilities to 
serve you as Delaware Coun-
ty’s next sheriff.  

Faithfully Yours,
Thomas E. Mills, Sheriff
Delaware County Sheriff’s 

Office

Sidney Supervisor 
Responds to Criticism, An-
nounces Bid for Re-election

Dear Editor,
I noted with interest Bill 

Health’s announcement last 
week of his intention to run 
for the position of Sidney 
Town Supervisor. Having 
served in that role for the last 
four years, I can attest to the 
major commitment of time 
and attention required, both 
for town and county matters 
that are inherent with that 
role. Heath’s offer to serve in 
that capacity, in addition to his 
responsibility of managing his 
business and other communi-
ty commitments, represents a 
strong declaration of personal 
investment that he is making 
to the community. I salute and 
respect him for that.

After considerable delib-
eration, I have decided myself 
to seek re-election as Sidney 
Town Supervisor. I believe 
that there are several matters 
that need ongoing further at-
tention which I would like to 
have the privilege of address-
ing, if the community at large 
will support me.

I would offer the follow-

ing responses to the points 
Heath raised in his initial 
announcement:

I think the governor would 
prefer the phrase “expand-
ing shared services” as op-
posed to “mandating reduced 
expenses and consolidating 
services.” While this may ap-
pear to be semantics, and the 
anticipated result largely the 
same, the difference in tone 
of exhortation to achieve this 
is noteworthy. It is interesting 
to note that the entire state is 
being challenged to do this, 
with the exception of the New 
York metropolitan area, with 
the responding rationale from 
the state that “they are already 
doing this.”

Having said that, the town 
has been engaged in shared 
services with the village of 
Sidney and other townships 
for a number of years. The 
role of the tax assessor, who 
serves both the village and 
town of Sidney, is funded by 
the town, and the village ben-
efits from that service.

The Town of Sidney High-
way Department has shared 
services both with the village 
of Sidney, as well as with oth-
er townships, fiscally benefit-

ing all participants with this 
cooperative arrangement. 

We are open to consider-
ing other shared services, but 
recognize that with this may 
come the possibility of re-
duced services as well as the 
potential of the loss of some 
jobs, neither of which are easy 
options to consider.

In a recent county meet-
ing, other suggested areas to 
consider for shared services 
included code enforcement, 
tax assessor, town planning 
and grant writing, DPW and 
highway departments, law 
enforcement and public de-
fenders inter county.  The 
thoughtful reader will note 
that sharing or amalgamating 
these services has important 
implications to be considered.

With regard to the Mang 
Building, there are mul-
tiple reasons for pursuing its 
acquisition. 

In our discussions with Tri-
Town Regional Hospital, soon 
to become Fox, their desire 
to acquire the entire hospi-
tal property for their future 
plans, while an ultimate ben-
efit to the community, would 
limit the town’s options for 
space in the future. Addition-

ally, there are several services, 
such as the Section IV athletic 
program, Sidney Historical 
Society and Sidney Veterans’ 
Services, that were located in 
the former Municipal Build-
ing, but can no longer be ac-
commodated therein. The 
town is considering ways to 
help these important pro-
grams to maintain occupancy 
in the township.

The generosity of the Mi-
rabito Holdings group is al-
lowing the town to acquire 
this facility at a fraction of 
its marketable cost. Without 
their support, the town would 
not have been able to support 
this initiative.

Finally, this acquisition is 
not motivated by any personal 
or aggrandizing agendas.

It is an important strategy 
for the future of town opera-
tions to provide a positive 
environment for multiple ser-
vices that are important to the 
community, while allowing 
Two Plus Four the possibility 
of maximizing their usage of 
space in their senior housing 
initiative.

Thank you. God bless.
Gene Pigford, Supervisor
Township of Sidney

This week’s quote is from 
Stephen Hawking: “The 
greatest enemy of knowledge 
is not ignorance; it is the illu-
sion of knowledge.” Keep this 
in mind, students, as your first 
day of school will be here in 
the blink of an eye.  Speak-
ing of eyes, hope no one hurt 
theirs during Monday’s solar 
eclipse. 

Here on the farm it has 
been busy, with some family 
members showing pigs and 
beef cows at the fair. Reed did 
quite well with the pigs and 
the cattle and enjoyed show-
ing them and being at the fair 
for friends’ showings. 

We all got to see some of 
the fair and all it has to enjoy. 
When it was time to pick up 
the items and animals, we had 
quite a rainstorm and it was 
very muddy and lots of people 
had a time getting out of the 
grounds.  

The kids did well with their 
projects and Anna Tomeo has 
two projects going to the State 
Fair; congratulations to them 
all for a job well done.

The weather has cooper-
ated well lately and the fellas 
got some second cutting baled 
and wrapped this week.  

More dry cows were let out 
to pasture on Sunday and we 
now have lots of cows to keep 
track of for September and 
October calving.  

The vegetables are starting 
to ripen now and there will be 
lots of them plus lots of apples 
around. Watch for open mar-
kets all around the area. 

As always, keep our farm-
ers in your thoughts for a good 
harvest.

Birthday greetings this 
week go out to Donald Wilcox 
and Ernst (Grumpy) Keidel 
on Aug. 27; Jillian Frazier on 
Aug. 31; and on Sept. 1 Linda 
Cutting and Marie Caperna. A 
happy anniversary wish goes 
out to Cliff and Betty Scott 
on Aug. 31. Have a great day, 
everyone. 

Masonville Federated 
Church Sunday services are 
at 11 a.m., with adult Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m.  

This Sunday, Aug. 27 there 
will be a Vesper Service at the 
home of Cliff and Betty Scott 
on county Highway 35 at 6 
p.m. Attendees should bring 
lawn chairs. Church Council 
will meet Monday, Sept. 11 at 
6:30 p.m. 

The first Friday of Septem-
ber the church will be open 
from 1 to 3 p.m. for anyone is 
in need of the food bank. 

Don’t forget to mark the 
calendar for the Annual Har-
vest Supper at the church 
Friday, Sept. 22 beginning at 
3 p.m.  More details will be 
forthcoming.

Sidney Town Council-
man Defends Sidney Town 

Board and Supervisor

Dear Editor, 
Well, Bill Heath has fired 

the first shot in this year’s 
election for Sidney Town Su-
pervisor but it was a blank.  
With no facts, he is quick to 
criticize what others are do-
ing; probably because he can’t 
run on his record.  Don’t ex-
pect Gene Pigford to sling 
mud back, because that is not 
his character.  

When Gene Pigford took 
over as supervisor four years 
ago the town was in good fis-
cal condition.  It is now in even 
better fiscal condition.  The 
decision by the Sidney Town 
Board to explore moving from 
the Civic Center came after 

the village decided to sell the 
Sidney Civic Center to a pri-
vate entity and convert it to 
an apartment/multi-purpose 
facility.  At that point, it was 
the prudent thing for the town 
to reevaluate the situation.  

Bassett Hospital is propos-
ing and working on a plan to 
acquire the Hospital building 
from the town.  Clearly it is 
a town priority to enable the 
development of a state-of-the-
art health care facility for the 
Sidney community.  

Conflict had arisen with 
the town court in the vil-
lage courtroom.  The town 
is in need of more space for 
required hospital and town 
record storage, which needs 
to be accessible.  The town is 
looking forward.  

The town is in the flood-

plain and was impacted, 
evacuated and isolated by the 
floods of 2006 and 2011.  

Moving to the former Mang 
building from the first floor 
of the Civic Center takes the 
town offices out of the flood-
plain and the space therein 
can accommodate a town 
courtroom, along with a town 
boardroom, town offices, re-
cord storage space and addi-
tional space for community 
agencies.  

The opportunity to move 
to and acquire this attractive, 
functional building at a very 
attractive price has presented 
itself.  A year ago the town 
completed paying off debt 
left from closing the former 
hospital. 

In the last town budget, the 
town was able to catch up on 

some equipment purchases 
that had been put off in years 
past, put some money aside 
for a building project and low-
er town taxes.  The total pur-
chase price of this building is 
less than the annual payment 
that we had been making on 
the hospital debt.  

The decision to move for-
ward on the new building 
was made by the four-person 
Sidney Town Council and Su-
pervisor Pigford. In response 
to the question of, “Is it in the 
best interest of the town?” (the 
same question we should al-
ways ask), the answer is yes.   

Submitted by John 
Woodyshek,

Sidney Town Councilman 

Del. Co. Fair Announces 2017 Home Economics Education Fair Exhibit Winners
WALTON - Annually 

Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion’s Executive Director and 
Delaware County Fair Com-
mittee members select those 
businesses and services that 
align with CCE’s education 
mission.  This year’s six 
exhibitors do just that!  
Judges Gale Sheridan, 
Anne Lepinnet and Kathy 
Ingalls, along with the Home 
Economics Fair Committee, 
found the 2017 Home Eco-
nomics Education Exhibits to 
be very exciting. These judges 
found it a challenge to rank 

the first three exhibits, as each 
did a great job of present-
ing information and telling 
its story clearly, legibly and 
visually.  

Exhibits by Eternal Flame 
Farm Market and Bovina 
Valley Creamery highlighted 
Delaware County’s farming 
heritage.  Exhibits by Days 
for Girls International, Alco-
hol and Drug Abuse Council 
of Delaware County (ADAC), 
Delaware County Breastfeed-
ing Coalition and the William 
B. Ogden Library showcased 
how community organiza-
tions work to make Delaware 

County and the world a better 
place.

1st place, blue and Exhibit 
Excellence blue ribbons, went 
to the William B. Ogden Li-
brary, featuring the program-
ming at the Walton Library, 
including Grant Rogers’ mu-
sical talents as a songmaker 
of the Catskills.

2nd place, red and Exhibit 
Excellence blue ribbons, went 
to Bovina Valley Creamery, 
a true farm-to-table experi-
ence for people whose fami-
lies have made food for gen-
erations.  Their new family of 
businesses in Bovina Center 

will include Cowbella, Bovina 
Valley Farm, The Livestock 
Foundation and Dry Town 
Tavern.

3rd place, white and Ex-
hibit Excellence blue ribbons, 
went to the Delaware County 
Breastfeeding Coalition for 
its display showing the 2017 
Delaware County Breastfeed-
ing Champions and all that 
Delaware County is doing to 
support breastfeeding.  

4th place, blue and honor-
able mention green ribbon, 
went to Days for Girls Inter-
national and the volunteer 
work being done locally to 

keep girls around the world in 
school.

5th place red and honor-
able mention green ribbons, 
went to Eternal Flame Farm 
for the Pieper family’s farm 
market display of local foods 
available at their Walton farm 
where they “Bring the love of 
farming to your table.”

6th place, red and honor-
able mention green ribbons, 
went to the Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Council of Delaware 
County (ADAC) exhibit on 
heroin and signs of opiate 
abuse as well as services that 
ADAC provides to prevent 

and reduce alcohol and drug 
abuse.

CCE and the fair board 
extend a thank you to all vol-
unteers, exhibitors, demon-
strators and staff for making 
this year’s judging and fair ac-
tivities in the Human Ecology 
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion Building at the Delaware 
County Fair a success!  

For pictures of the fair win-
ners and to learn more about 
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion of Delaware County’s 
community programs and 
events, call 865-6531 or visit 
www.ccedelaware.org.
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said another, preexisting Af-
ton-based nursery school was 
preparing to close, creating a 
perfect opportunity for her to 
step in.

“I had a dream that I would 
open a nursery school and 
at the time Afton had (one), 
but it was on its way out and 
closing anyway, so there was 
never any overlap of nursery 
schools or a lack thereof,” ex-
plained James. 

In August of 2014, after 
“fixing the place up” with help 
from her husband, parents and 
in-laws, James’ dream be-
came reality. 

James and her family trans-
formed the downtown space, 
formerly a video rental store, 
into what she called a “bright” 
and “cheery” place to bring 
kids. 

“It looks nothing like it did, 
and when people who knew it 
as a video store come in and 
see it, (their) jaws drop,” said 
James, adding, “It’s definitely 
a great place.” 

Today, alongside two as-
sistant teachers, James offers 
a toddler class for children 
between 15 months and 2 ½ 

years and a nursery school 
class for children who will 
be 3 before Dec. 1. The lat-
ter, she said, prepares children 
for entry into Afton Central 
School’s pre-kindergarten 
program. 

The center’s toddler class, 
said James, is “for socializing 
and getting (children) used to 
being away from caregivers 
and (being) around peers.”  
With her younger students, 
James said, the focus is on 
learning to “share, make 
friends, (and begin knowing) 
colors, shapes and letters.” 

James said the center’s 
nursery school section is 
“more educational” and 
“touches on math, science, 
sensory skills, language and 
large and fine motor skills.” 

“So many diff things hap-
pen in that (to get) them 
ready for primary school,” 
said James of the nursery 
program. She added, “Afton 
School District needs them 
to be … all set and ready for 
preschool.” 

James noted that enroll-
ment for the toddler class caps 
at 15, and 18 for the nursery 

program. In each setting, 
James is joined by her two as-
sistant teachers. 

Both classes offered at 
Main Street Enrichment Cen-
ter emphasize the importance 
of learning through play. 

“We are a play-based center 
offer(ing) children and fami-
lies a safe, loving and enrich-
ing environment … to grow 
and learn in every day,” said 
James. Testament to that, 
when asked her favorite part 
of directorship, James said, 
“everything” and added, “It’s 
so hard to even call it a job 
when you love what you do so 
much.”  

In the future, James said 
she hopes to continue seeing 
steady enrollment.

“I just hope to always get 
enrollment every year and 
keep going,” said James, add-
ing, “It’s such a great program 
for younger children, (espe-
cially) the social aspect of it, 
that we hope it can continue 
and grow.” 

Though enrollment is tu-
ition-based, James noted that 
she aims to someday collabo-
rate with county agencies to 

offer income-eligible, subsi-
dized spots at the center. 

New this year, James and 
staff will be offering an af-
terschool care program for 
school-aged children. 

James said, “It’s for par-
ents that don’t need daycare, 
but need help in that gap be-
tween school and the end of 
the workday.” She continued, 
“We see a need for that, so 
the teachers and I got together 
and it’s pretty awesome and 
amazing that we can bring 
that to the community.

To learn more about the 
Main Street Enrichment Cen-
ter, visit during a Friday, Aug. 
25 open house event from 5 to 
6 p.m. or Saturday, Aug. 26, 
during Afton Sidewalk Day. 
James said she will be giving 
tours of the center that day 
for families and prospective 
students unable to make it to 
Friday’s open house. 

Additionally, find Main 
Street Enrichment Center, 
LLC on Facebook or call 
James at 208-5005.

Enrichment continued

2017 Delaware County Fair 4-H Show Winners from the Tri-Town Area

Area High School Graduates 
Earn College Degrees

4‐H MEAT GOAT 
SHOW

MASTER SHOWMAN – 
Timothy James, Afton

GRAND CHAMPION 
MARKET KID – Timothy 
James, Afton

BEST MARKET ANI-
MAL OWNED & BRED 
BY EXHIBITOR – Timothy 
James, Afton

BEST BREEDING ANI-
MAL OWNED & BRED 
BY EXHIBITOR – Timothy 
James, Afton

GRAND CHAMPION 
SHOWMAN – Timothy 
James, Afton

RESERVE GRAND 
CHAMPION SHOWMAN 
– Brynne Backus, Sidney 
Center

GRAND CHAMPION JU-
NIOR CHAMPION – Chris-
topher Crane, Treadwell

RESERVE GRAND 
CHAMPION SENIOR 
CHAMPION – Timothy 
James, Afton

4‐H DAIRY GOAT 
SHOW

GRAND SENIOR SHOW-
MAN – Kirsten Brownell, 
Franklin

GRAND RESERVE SE-
NIOR SHOWMAN – George 
Machala, Franklin

RESERVED MASTER 
SHOWMAN – Kirsten 
Brownell, Franklin

SENIOR CHAMPION 
DOE – Kirsten Brownell, 
Franklin

JUNIOR RESERVED 
CHAMPION DOE – Kirsten 
Brownell, Franklin

BEST BREEDING ANI-
MAL OWNED & BRED 
BY EXHIBITOR – George 
Machala, Franklin

SUPREME ANIMAL OF 
SHOW – Kirsten Brownell, 
Franklin

4‐H HORSE SHOW
JUNIOR WALK/TROT 

GYMKHANA
RESERVE GRAND 

CHAMPION – Tierney Dyk-
stra, Sidney Center

JUNIOR WALK/TROT 
WESTERN

GRAND CHAMPION – 
Marissa Campbell, Franklin

JUNIOR MINIATURE 
HORSE

GRAND CHAMPION 
– Tierney Dykstra, Sidney 
Center

JUNIOR WALK/TROT 
HUNT SEAT

RESERVE GRAND 
CHAMPION – Calli Ruff, 
Unadilla

4‐H BEEF SHOW

SHOWMANSHIP
RESERVE CHAMPION 

JUNIOR SHOWMAN – Cael 
Howland, Franklin

RESERVE CHAMPION 
SENIOR SHOWMAN – 
Tracer Howland, Franklin

BREED CHAMPIONS
ANGUS GRAND CHAM-

PION – Skylar Pesout, Sidney 
Center

OTHER BREEDS 
GRAND CHAMPION – 
Timothy James, Afton

WHITE PARK GRAND 
CHAMPION – Tracer How-
land, Franklin

RESERVE GRAND 
CHAMPION FEMALE – 
Skylar Pesout, Sidney Center

BEST BREEDING ANI-
MAL OWNED & BRED BY 
EXHIBITOR – Ceara Robin-
son, Franklin

MARKET CHAMPIONS
GRAND CHAMPION 

MARKET STEER – Tracer 
Howland, Franklin

RESERVE GRAND 
CHAMPION MARKET 
STEER – Damian McNeilly, 
Franklin

BEST MARKET ANI-
MAL OWNED & BRED BY 
EXHIBITOR – Tracer How-
land, Franklin

4‐H DAIRY CATTLE 
SHOW

BREEDS
AYRSHIRE SENIOR 

CHAMPION – Justice Mitch-
ell, Treadwell

AYRSHIRE SENIOR RE-
SERVE CHAMPION – Ariah 
Mitchell, Treadwell

AYRSHIRE JUNIOR RE-
SERVE CHAMPION – Ariah 
Mitchell, Treadwell

GRAND CHAMPION – 
Justice Mitchell, Treadwell

RESERVE GRAND 
CHAMPION – Ariah Mitch-
ell, Treadwell

4‐H SWINE SHOW
SHOWMANSHIP
JUNIOR RESERVE 

CHAMPION SHOWMAN – 
Cael Howland, Franklin

SENIOR RESERVE 
CHAMPION SHOWMAN – 
Timothy James, Afton

BREEDS
CROSS BRED RESERVE 

CHAMPION GILT – Timo-
thy James, Afton

4‐H RABBIT SHOW
BEST of BREEDS
Mini Rex – Michael Cox, 

Franklin
GRAND CHAMPION – 

Michael Cox, Franklin w/
Mini Rex

SIDNEY/UNADILLA - 
Two local high school gradu-
ates in the Class of 2017 
earned college degrees from 
Tompkins Cortland Com-
munity College less than two 
months after completing their 
high school classwork.

These students are part of 
the CollegeNow program at 
Tompkins Cortland, where 
high school students are able 
to earn college credits while 
concurrently working to ful-
fill their high school require-
ments. Hundreds of students 
graduate high school with 
Tompkins Cortland credits 
on their transcripts, but only a 
handful earn enough to com-

plete their two-year degree 
from college. For these stu-
dents that graduate from high 
school in June, their associ-
ates in science degree is con-
firmed at the end of the col-
lege’s summer session, Aug. 4.

The following local stu-
dents were conferred degrees 
in their respective programs 
of study:

Tanner M. Reed, Unadilla/
Unatego High School, A.S. in 
business administration with 
high honor

Kyle E. Smith, Sidney/Sid-
ney High School, A.S. in busi-
ness administration with high 
honor

Congratulations Tanner 
Reed and Kyle Smith.
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Friday, September 1st &
Saturday, September 2nd

Sponsored by the

Bainbridge Chamber of Commerce

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st
6:30 p.m.: Old Time Band Concert and Pie Sale in Village Park 

(Bring your lawn chairs!)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2nd
Food, Vendors on Main Street & in the park

Jerry’s Inn BBQ in front of Jericho
Wine Tasting at B & W Wine & Liquor

Paint & Sip at Nana’s Keepsake – noon (call for reservation)
Ice Cream at Razmatazz Ice Cream Shoppe and Country Classics

Library Book Sale, Sidewalk N. Main St.
9 a.m. to Noon - Books 25 cents or 6 for $1.00

Last Open Air Market of Season
Artisans in the Park - Yard Sales

Local Restaurants and Stores Open
Car Wash & Chicken BBQ at SFCU to benefi t BG Football

Bake Sale, Vendors and Crafters Along Many Streets
Bounce House - Village Parking Lot

Cruise In & Car Show 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
50/50 Raffl e

featuring

THE MILLENNIUM STRINGS OF 
MAGIC MOUNTAIN MUSIC FARM

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 7:30 P.M. & 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 7:30 P.M.

I don’t 
recognize you

as one 
of us.

The two completely different programs are FREE TO THE PUBLIC 
and include works by

Beethoven, Brahms, Gliere, Mozart, Prokofiev, Schubert & Strauss

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL 607-263-2304
or email us at musicfarm@mindspring.com

The Summermusic 2017 Festival is a Decentralization Program 
which is made possible, in part, with public funds from the 

NYS Council on the Arts/Chenango County Council of the Arts 
and the Hoyt Foundation. This event is also made possible with funds 

from voluntary offerings by the audience each night.

Are you
 kidding? I’m
Charles Ives.

The 25th 
Anniversary of

SUMMERMUSIC 
2017

  

Music Old & New:
   

 

        
       

Music Old & New:
  

 

        
       

Music Old & New:
  

 

        
       

Music Old & New:
  

 

        
       

Music Old & New:
  

 

        
       

   
Music Old & New:

  

 

        
       

   
Music Old & New:

  

 

        
       

   
Music Old & New:

  

 

        
       

   
Music Old & New:

  

 

        
       

   

  

M    
 A 25-Year Retrospective

 

        
       

   
  

 

        
       

   
  

 

        
       

   
  

 

        
       

   
  

 

        
       

 A 25-Year Retrospective
   

  

 

        
       

 A 25-Year Retrospective
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 A 25-Year Retrospective

at
The First Presbyterian Church

Gilbertsville, NY on Rte. 51

Kaplan1705-B&BTri_qr  8/21/17  4:35 PM  Page 1

Varsity Fall Sports have Begun in Sidney
This year, Sidney has added some more sports back into the program; along with football, boys and girls soccer, field hockey, 

golf, girls volleyball and girls tennis, Sidney has varsity swimming and varsity cross country this year. Good luck to all the teams 
from Sidney as well as all the schools in the tri-town area as they compete this season!
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Delaware County Fair Keeps Focus on Farms, Family & Fun

The Sidney FFA chapter featured several woodwork-
ing items at the Delaware County Fair. Pictured here 
is a TV stand, which received a blue ribbon, made by 
Makayla Hurd. 

Logan Johnson (left) and sister Bailey (right), of Un-
adilla, show their Joleanna Holsteins opening day at 
the Delaware County Fair. 

The more than 68 animals raised by 4-Hers and shown during the week at the 
Delaware County Fair were featured in the annual 4-H livestock auction, held Sat-
urday, Aug. 19. Many area businesses and residents made purchases. Shown here 
is Damian McNeilly, of Franklin, with his crossbreed beef cattle, which placed as 
Reserved Grand Champion and was later purchased by Steiner Packing of Otego. 
Photo credit: Anna Ritchey. 

This individual formal table setting by Irene Scheid, of Sidney, received a first place 
and also the Lillian Beardslee Award at the Delaware County Fair. Photo credit: 
Anna Ritchey. 

Luis Rivas, of New Lisbon, won the Teen Karaoke Contest held at the Delaware 
County Fair. Rivas is 13 years old and also participated in the Otsego County Fair, 
where he placed third, and the Chenango County and Afton fairs, placing first at 
both. He received prize monies and trophies at each competition. Photo credit: 
Anna Ritchey.

Les Gregory, formerly of Sidney, led the Heroes Parade Tuesday, Aug. 15 at the 
Delaware County Fair. Gregory was chosen as grand marshal of the event. Photo 
credit: Anna Ritchey.

Sidney Center Fire Department Queen, Brianna Patrick (left), stands Tuesday eve-
ning at the Delaware County Fair. Photo credit: Anna Ritchey.

Corporal Nicholas Uzenski, of Franklin, who died Jan. 11, 2010 in Afghanistan, was 
memorialized as part of the Heroes Parade Tuesday night at the Delaware County 
Fair. Photo credit: Anna Ritchey.
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for sale

THE COUNTRY MOTEL 
- Rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended stay 
rooms at reasonable rates. All 
rooms have microwaves and 
refrigerators. Sorry no pets. 
Call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

for rent

WanteD to BUY

HURLBURT COIN AND 
PAPER - Buying old U.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. Also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. Cash 
offers. Appraisals. Ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

Deadlines for all ads is Monday @ 4pm

Business Directory

Sewing 
Machines

Eureka 
Vacuum 
Cleaners

Sewing Machines
5 ONEIDA ST., ONEONTA

607-432-8398

EN LKESB A
If we can’t � x it, throw it away!

TF

Great location, Town of 
Chenango. 1.3 acres, dead end 
road. Electric, drilled well, 
325 frontage, oak and big 
apple trees. Two miles from 
Front Street, Binghamton. Fi-
nancing: $8,888; Cash: $7,777. 
656-9637.

9-7(3w)p
 

LOOKING FOR 
CRAFTERS!!!
ANNUAL 

CRAFT SHOW 
NOVEMBER 11TH

10am-2pm
Northern Broome

Senior Center
12 Strong’s Place

Whitney Point, NY 13862

692-3405
$10.00 PER TABLE 

(we supply tables)
DAILY 7 AM — 6 PM
cidermillendicott.com

Since
1926

Henry’s Drive-In is now accepting applications for 
an experienced short order cook.

Part time hours. If interested please apply in person.
29 Main Street, Aft on, NY

ESTATE/MOVING SALE

Sale conducted by 

607-369-3234
We have an amazing collection from a house once a Pharmacy & Antique shop fi lled with 
2-piece store counter, 3-piece wicker set, primitive cabinets, advertising displays, pharmaceu-
tical, apothecary jars, photography, advertising, ephemera, clothing barn items This listing 
could be pages long since there are so many treasurers so you need to

just join us but go to estatesales.net to see PICS & MORE INFO & QUERY BAINBRIDGE, NY.

25 N MAIN STREET, 
BAINBRIDGE NY

Aug 25 & 26
9am – 4pm

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE
Saturday, August 26 • 9am to 3pm

1155 State Rte. 8, 
1 mile north of Rockdale 

(between Rockdale & Mt. Upton)
To benefi t the 

Rockdale Community Church

Aft er School Program
Enrollment Night

August 25th 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm
Space is limited!

Open to all elementary aged students.
3:30pm-5:30pm when Aft on School is in session.
Schedule is based off  of Aft on School Schedule

• Homework Help • Craft s and Activities
• Indoor/Outdoor Play • Aft er School Snack

$200 per Month
$180 for each additional sibling

OPEN 
HOUSE

FRIDAY
AUGUST 25th

5 to 6pm
Register your child for
Nursery School (3 yrs) 

or the
Toddler Program
(15 mths-2.5 yrs)

for the 
2017-18 school year!
** $50 Registration/

Insurance fee due at time 
of sign up **

Any question, contact
Brenda James 

(607) 208-5005

Delaware County Fair (continued)

Members of the Otego Fire Department are pictured 
parading at the Delaware County Fair. Photo credit: 
Anna Ritchey.

Photo credit: Samantha Burns. 

Shane Curtin, winner of the first heat of the derby on 
Friday, Aug. 18, sits atop his car before the event. 
Photo credit: Samantha Burns.

Photo credit: Samantha Burns.

Photo credit: Erik Berggren. 

A bovine beauty enjoys a close shave before show-
ing at the Delaware County Fair on Tuesday, Aug. 15. 
Photo credit: Erik Berggren.

Floral Hall at the Delaware County Fair was full of 
fragrant blooms grown and cut by local green thumbs. 
Photo credit: Erik Berggren.

Photo credit: Erik Berggren.
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Tim Diters, Gilbertsville Farmers’ Market manager and 
maple syrup, eggs and honey vendor, chats with Sa-
san “Q” Khashaei, owner Gilbertsville’s Empire Res-
taurant and Hotel. Photo credit: Teresa Winchester. 

Local Maple Syrup a Staple at Steadily Growing Gilbertsville Farmers’ Market
By Teresa Winchester

GILBERTSVILLE – 
“We’ve really done well 
(this year),” said Tim Diters, 
manager of the Gilbertsville 
Farmers’ Market. He added, 
“It’s been interesting, because 
the vendors are becoming 
more and more attuned to 
what they need to offer, and 
that increases the participa-
tion of the community.” Not-
ing having experimented with 
different days and times, Dit-
ers said, “Saturday morning is 
the best for most people.”

The market, which began 
with four vendors, now has 
eight regular vendors each 
Saturday. Shoppers may pur-
chase maple syrup, eggs, hon-
ey, fresh produce, pork, beef 
and poultry. Also available 
are knit and crochet items, 
candles, soap and jewelry.

“We try to keep it as local 
as possible,” said Diters.

Diters, who has been mar-
ket manager for “11 or 12 
years,” was not certain of the 
exact date of the market’s in-
ception, though he did say the 
market was initiated as part of 
the Village Improvement So-
ciety’s vision. The group also 
manages the Gilbert Block, 
the row of Tudor-style build-
ings which house businesses 
in Gilbertsville’s primary 
commercial section.

At the weekly market, Dit-
ers and his wife, Carol, sell 
Sugar Pond Farm maple syr-
up, made on their farmstead.

“We’ve been making the 
same product for 35 years – 
all wood-fired,” Diters said, 
adding that this year’s maple 
offerings were dark and ex-
tra dark syrup, bottled in 
pint, quart and half-gallon 
bottles or in 12-ounce maple 
leaf-shaped glass bottles. 
The logo on the containers, 
depicting the sugar house on 
the bank of the Diters’ farm, 

was designed by Frank Eck-
mair, a Norwich-born artist, 
printmaker, wood engraver, 
illustrator and teacher whose 
works are featured in the 
Smithsonian Institution, Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, 
the British Museum and the 
Whitney Museum of Art.

“It’s an extra-special thing 
that we always like to make 
sure people know,” Carol Dit-
ers said.

The Diters also sell fresh 
eggs from their farm and Gil-
bertsville Honey, from the 
Vine Street hives kept by Nate 
Lull. When not managing 
bees, Lull is sports director at 
WCDO radio, servicing Sid-
ney, Bainbridge and Unadilla.

The market is always look-
ing for additional vendors, 
(Tim) Diters said, noting that 
he tries to minimize duplica-
tion among market partici-
pants. There is no rental fee 
for market space and vendors 
are not required to be present 

every Saturday, Diters said.
Kathy Hartman, a regular 

customer at the Gilbertsville 
Farmers’ Market, finds plenty 
to like about it.

“I love the porter house 
steaks, and Maggie’s (Gilbert) 
produce is wonderful,” said 
Hartman, adding, “And I like 
Mr. Diters’ eggs and syrup. 
It’s a mighty little market.”

Butternuts resident Harry 
Tripp agreed.

“To have access to local 
farm products and baked 
goods is fantastic,” said Tripp, 
adding, “Not only to get the 
naturally grown foods but to 
buy locally and contribute to 
our community.”

The Gilbertsville Farmers’ 
Market, located on a stretch 
of Commercial Avenue that 
intersects with state Rt. 51, is 
held Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Anyone with questions 
or wishing to sell products 
should contact Tim Diters at 
783-2458.

Guilford Summer Swim Program participants from Mt. Upton.

Guilford Summer Swim Program Celebrates Successful Season

Guilford Summer Swim Program participants from Guilford. Pictured are participants in the arts and crafts program of-
fered alongside the Guilford Summer Swim Program.

GUILFORD - The 2017 
Town of Guilford Summer 
Swim Program came to a 
close with another successful 
season of fun while learning 
to swim, in spite of unpre-
dictable weather conditions. 
Guilford Lake is known for its 
sudden storms and more than 
once swimmers and instruc-
tors needed to gather every-
thing up in a hurry and run for 
cover in the Klee House.

Throughout the season, a 
number of town of Guilford 
residents and friends came 
to the lake to relax, cool off 
and enjoy themselves while 
the capable lifeguards, Griffin 
Fisher, Victor “Buddy” Fish-
er IV, Kayla Grabo, Nicole 
Grabo, Daniel Norris, Sarah 
Norris, Thomas Petrutoni and 
Shalleigh Taranto, kept every-
one as safe as possible.

Children of all ages came 
to the swimming lessons pro-

gram that began Wednesday, 
July 5 and ended Friday, Aug. 
4 with the annual swimming 
party for the children, their 
families and friends. The 
warm, breezy near-perfect 
day was filled with enjoyable 
water and beach games, deli-
cious food and fellowship.

Swimming lessons were 
taught by instructors, Grif-
fin Fisher, Victor “Buddy” 
Fisher IV, Kayla Grabo, Ni-
cole Grabo, Daniel Norris, 
Sarah Norris and Shalleigh 
Taranto. Suzanne Robinson 
was in charge of the daily 
operations/beach monitor for 
the program and Carol Seha 
served as Mt. Upton bus driv-
er/beach monitor. Carol Hub-
bard directed the program.

Program organizers wish 
the thank all the Guilford 
parents and guardians for 
their tireless efforts in bring-
ing their children and wait-
ing on the beach during swim 

lessons. Also, thanks go to 
the Gilbertsville-Mt. Upton 
School District for providing 
a bus to transport the Mt. Up-
ton children to the beach for 
swimming lessons.

Organizers are already 
looking forward to another 
safe and successful swim-
ming season next year.

Another area of fun for 
Guilford children was the 
arts/crafts/playground pro-
gram that began Wednesday, 
July 5 and ended Friday, July 
28. Times for the program 
were 8:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
Under the leadership of Chloe 
Hubbard, Griffin Fisher and 
Sarah Norris, morning ac-
tivities were provided at the 
Guilford Elementary cafeteria 
and playground. The end of 
summer party on Friday, July 
28 included a water slide and 
other outside activities.

The cafeteria program was 
well attended and included 

a free breakfast, available at 
the Guilford cafeteria from 8 
a.m. - 9 a.m., and a free lunch 
from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
for anyone 18 years of age and 
under. It was held Monday, 
June 26 through Friday, Aug. 
4. The program extends its 
thanks to Billie Reigles and 
her staff for their cooperation 
in making the program go 
smoothly.

Lifeguarding ends Wednes-
day, Aug. 23 as lifeguards pre-
pare to return to high school 
or go off the college. Organiz-
ers thank them for a job well 
done, wish them well in the 
coming year and look forward 
to their return to the program 
next year.

As another year closes, 
program organizers would 
like to especially thank in-
structor, Doris Sherman, for 
coming at the last minute to 
teach the mandatory CPR/
first aid courses to the life-

guards, instructors, beach 
aides and playground staff. 
The classes were held at the 
Chenango Memorial Hospital 
in Norwich.

A special thank you to the 
town of Guilford taxpayers for 
providing the funds for these 
worthwhile programs as well 
as employment for area youth. 
It proved a difficult summer 
with the sudden rain, wind, 
thunder and lightning storms, 
however, a number of bathers 
were able to enjoy the lake. 
Thanks go out to Keith and 
Matthew Robinson, Daniel 
and Sarah Norris, Buddy and 
Griffin Fisher and Thomas 
Petrutoni for installing the 
docks. Thank you to the Klee 
House Committee for the use 
of the Klee House on sev-
eral rainy days. It was help-
ful to have a fun place to go 
when sudden showers came 
up at the lake. The Town of 
Guilford Highway Depart-

ment did an excellent job of 
trash removal and keeping the 
beach mowed as well as the 
grass along the roadway to 
the beach. Keeping the brush 
cut along the roadway and the 
special parking sign for boat 
trailers was also very helpful 
for parking. The new gate to 
the beach from the upper field 
made for easier access in case 
of an emergency. And last, 
but not least, a big thank you 
to McDonald’s in Sidney for 
providing the drink for our 
swimming party and to all the 
parents for their part in the 
program.

The Guilford Swim Pro-
gram would not be possible 
without the kind gesture of 
the Streiff family in allowing 
the town of Guilford to lease 
the beach area for swimming 
again this year, for which or-
ganizers are very grateful.

1st Place, #54, Eli Church, son of Kyra Shew and 
Mackey Church of Walton. 

Del. Co. Fair’s Cutest Baby Contest Winners Announced

2nd Place, #23, Killian Michael LaTourette, son of Ash-
ley and Joseph LaTourette of Sidney Center. 

3rd Place, #25, Hadlee Marie Bowker, daughter of 
Korey and Kylee Bowker of Walton.

WALTON - UHS Delaware Valley Hospital announced the winners of its annual Cutest Baby Contest.
1st Place went to #54, Eli Church, son of Kyra Shew and Mackey Church of Walton; Killian Michael LaTourette, #23, son of Ashley 

and Joseph LaTourette of Sidney Center took 2nd place; and Hadlee Marie Bowker, #25, daughter of Korey and Kylee Bowker of Walton, 
took 3rd place. Each child received a savings account at Wayne Bank. 

$2,026.00 was raised during the event and will be used toward the completion of the renovation of the double rooms on the hospital’s 
medical unit. Upon their completion, all of the medical unit’s patient rooms at Delaware Valley Hospital will have been renovated. The 
hospital has seven private rooms with private showers and baths and four double rooms.

Hospital staff more than doubled the number of blood pressure checks they normally perform during the annual fair, with 438 checks 
completed.  Staff also offered information about nutrition, physical therapy, radiology, diabetes, medications and the hospital’s pharmacy. 
At least 100 fair participants enjoyed a new game, which tested fairgoer’s knowledge of what foods belong in various food groups. 

Follow the latest UHS news and more on Facebook (facebook.com/uhshospitals) and Twitter (twitter.com/UHSINC).
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August 25th, 26th and 27th 

 1st MOVIE: SPIDER-MAN HOMECOMING  (PG-13)
2nd MOVIE: KIDNAP (R)

Please visit our website www.unadilla.net  or like us on face-
book for current updates. Please note new pricing: Adults $8, 
Seniors $6, and Children under 12 $5. Full grill and snack bar.

Double Feature

$8 Adults

$5 Children

$6 Seniors

GRAND OPENINGRefreshments
Giveaways for the kids

Mount 
Upton 
Guilford and 
Surrounding Area 
Cooperative

Raffl es & Bake Sale
August 26th, 2017 • 10am-6pm

Artists & Crafters
Embroidered items • Woodworking • Signs & Garden 

Stones • Home Decor • Repurposed • Iron Work • Crochet 
• Essential Oils • Handpainted Items • Custom Items

607-867-4071
1773 State Hwy. 8,  Mount Upton, NY

Family & Friends, New and Old
Please join for the

Celebration of Life
Remembering,

Rexford Z. 
Th ornton

Saturday, August 26th
12:00 to 5:00

@ Th e Bainbridge Sportsman Club
Mt. Pleasant Drive

Bring a story to share!

obituaRies

Joseph Anton Renton
BAINBRIDGE - Joseph 

Anton Renton was called 
home at the age of 99 by his 
Lord and Maker on Aug. 16, 
2017. He was born Joseph An-
ton Pospisil to Bohuslav (Bar-
ney) and Anastasia (Kulicova) 
in “Little Bohemia,” NYC, 
June 13, 1918.  

His father died of Span-
ish Flu when Joseph was six 
months old.  Joe was preceded 
in death also by his mother 
and his two brothers, Frank 
and Barney, as well as his aunt 
and uncle, Bertha and Harry 
Renton.  He leaves his wife 
of 42 years, Barbara Renton; 
children: Mark, Debra and 
James (Michele) Hampton, 
Dorothy (Richard) Boulton 
and Catalin (Amanda) Bran-
das; six grandsons: Sean 
Walder, Matthew and Charles 
Boulton, James Varanese, Eli-
jah and Alexander Brandas; 
niece, Janet (David) Couture; 
nephew, Joseph (Stephanie) 
Munson; three grand-neph-
ews: Zachary, Matthew and 
Samuel Munson; and two god-
sons: George James Hill and 
Joseph Hill.  Joe also leaves 
a large family of relatives in 
the Czech Republic, whom he 
loved and cherished.

Joseph Renton was a gradu-
ate of St. John’s University on 
Long Island, with post-gradu-
ate study at NYU Law School.  
He began service at Bankers 
Trust Company, rising to the 
position of treasurer, from 
which he retired in 1987 after 
50 years.  Five years of that 
time was spent in the service 
of Uncle Sam.  He was in the 
first draft from Long Island 
in 1941 and served in the US 
Military as tech sergeant in the 
102nd Infantry Division (origi-
nally the band, but not during 
combat).  His division fought 
from Cherbourg through Hol-
land and Belgium, liberating 
Paris, and then the Battle of 
the Bulge.  He recalled meet-
ing Russian troops and having 
to hold back at the Elbe River.  
After five years, he requested 
discharge in 1945.

Joe always kept his first 

Madeline D. Franzo
GILBERTSVILLE - Mad-

eline DeFalco Franzo, 79, of 
Gilbertsville, passed away 
Tuesday, Aug. 15, 2017 at 
Chenango Memorial Hospital 
in Norwich.

Madeline was born April 
26, 1938, daughter of the late 
Joseph and Lousie DeFalco in 
Brooklyn.

She is survived by her de-
voted husband, Joseph Franzo; 
his children, Nancy, Christine, 
Jeanine, JoAnne and their 
families; three sisters, Jose-
phine, Anna and Concetta; 
and many nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

Friends called Friday, Aug. 
18, from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at 
C.H. Landers Funeral Chapel, 
21 Main St., Sidney.

A mass of Christian burial 
was held Saturday, Aug. 19, at 
2 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 
15 Liberty St., Sidney. 

Burial was in Ocean view 
Cemetery on Staten Island on 
Monday, Aug. 21 at 1 p.m.

Condolences and memories 
may be shared online at www.
landersfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 
Richard (Dick) Harold Lee

BAINBRIDGE - Richard 
(Dick) Harold Lee, formerly 
of Bainbridge, passed away 
Aug. 18, 2017. He is sur-
vived by wife, Betty Lee; two 
daughters; one granddaughter 
and two great-granddaughters. 

Dick was a veteran of for-
eign wars, having served in 

love, the trumpet. Whether in 
the military or afterward, he 
continued to play in many big 
bands and smaller ensembles, 
always in demand.  Arriving 
in the Southern Tier, Joseph 
devoted himself to teaching 
trumpet and assisting band 
directors in local schools, 
first Bainbridge-Guilford and 
then Sidney.  Local people 
will remember with fondness 
the small band ensemble, “Joe 
and the Fellas” formed with 
Sidney High School musi-
cians.  Joe continued to play 
with the “Old Time Band” of 
Bainbridge and “The Fabu-
lous Moonlighters” based in 
Greene, until recent years.

In the Presbyterian Church, 
Joe was a member of the Bain-
bridge church, an ordained el-
der and a Clerk of Session. He 
served the Synod of the North-
east as president of the board 
of trustees and contributed his 
financial services to three sep-
arate church camps as well, 
serving on their boards.

To the end of his life, Joe 
Renton thought about, pro-
moted and supported young 
people in every way he could. 
Even in music lessons, he 
taught the maxim:  ‘Be your 
own man/woman.”  He also 
gave sound advice to young 
people: “Many activities 
come and go over time, but 
your knowledge of music is 
a lifelong gift that will open 
many doors for you.  I assure 
you, that throughout your life, 
whether you participate in it 
as a profesion, avocation or as 
a hobby, you will meet many 
fine people and will form 
some lasting friendships.  You 
will gain much satisfaction 
and self-esteem in providing 
joy to others – and to your-
selves.”  Those who remember 
him will testify that he lived 
his own advice in a spirit of 
gentleness, wisdom, patience 
and an unerring sense of how 
to enhance and enrich and up-
lift each person he met, think-
ing always of others, never 
failing to greet each person 
with a broad smile – even a 
shout - of welcome.

The family wishes to ex-
press enduring gratitude to 
Joe’s closest friend, Don-
ald Robertson, whose quiet, 
steady presence and support 
gave Joe the best years of his 
life.  Immense thanks to all 
those who visited Joe in his 
last days, sent cards and tele-
phoned.  The services of the 
staff of Chenango Memo-
rial Hospital, Chase Memorial 
Nursing Home and Hospice 
Care of Chenango County 
eased his last days and Joe’s 
family is grateful.

There will be no calling 
hours; expressions of sympa-
thy and of appreciation for Joe 

Renton’s life can be sent to the 
Renton home in Bainbridge. 
A memorial celebration will 
take place Sunday, Sept. 24 at 
3 p.m. at the Bainbridge Pres-
byterian Church.

If he could speak for him-
self, Joe would suggest that 
any memorials to him be de-
voted to music scholarships 
for children and youth, to lo-
cal music programs and to 
Hospice Care of Chenango 
County.

Condolences and memories 
may be shared online at www.
landersfh.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, Sidney. 

the U.S. Navy. 
He will be laid to rest at 

Mount Comfort Cemetery in 
Alexandria, Va. on Saturday, 
Aug. 26 at 1 p.m. alongside 
his two grandsons and his 
daughter. 

In Lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to www.sem-
perk9.org. Condolences can 
be sent to 4011 Sulgrave Drive 
Alexandria, Va., 22309.

 

There are no 
charges for 
obituaries 
placed in 

The Tri-Town 
News. We do 
reserve the 
right to edit 

them to fit our 
standards and 

request that 
only obituaries 

for people 
with local 

connections 
be submitted. 
Our deadline 
is Monday at 
4 p.m. Submit 

obituaries 
to ttnews@

tritownnews.
com or mail 
them to PO 

Box 208, 
Sidney, NY 

13838.

The Arc Otsego to Host Career 
Fair

Windsor Corn Festival & 
Tractor Show This Saturday

ONEONTA - The Arc 
Otsego will host a career 
fair on Sept. 13, from 2 to 7 
p.m., at The Arc Otsego, 35 
Academy St. in Oneonta.  The 
agency is currently hiring 
for a variety of positions, 
including direct support 
professionals, community 
service providers, bus drivers, 
home managers, individual 
program coordinators and 
more. There is no appointment 
necessary, and there will 

be onsite interviews and 
childcare available.

The Arc Otsego, a nonprofit 
organization offering 
comprehensive, community-
based services to individuals 
with developmental 
disabilities and their families 
throughout Otsego County, 
NY, offers competitive 
wages paid weekly and an 
outstanding benefits package. 
For more information and to 
view all current openings, 
visit www.arcotsego.org.

WINDSOR - The Windsor 
Corn Festival & Tractor Show 
starts August 26, from noon 
to 6 p.m., and Klumpp Park 
in the Village of Windsor will 
be rocking rain or shine. Don’t 
forget to bring a canned or 
boxed food item for Windsor 
Human Development.  The 
tractor line-up is impressive, 
but there’s still time to register 
if you want to bring your 
tractor(s).  Miller Farms and 
Winsor Farms are setting up 
farm booths for your pleasure 
complete with a calf petting 
area.

Come hungry and satisfy 
your cravings with one of the 
many food offerings.  From 
BBQ chicken, roasted corn, 
corn dogs, walk away tacos, 
hamburgers, hotdogs, or 
fries, there is something for 
everyone.  Try an International 
specialty such as tamales or 
humitas brought to us by the 
Peruvian Bakery.  Just want 
a snack?  That’s covered as 
well, with kettle corn, carmel 
corn or one of many flavors of 
popcorn, corn bread, funnel 
cakes, fried oreos, cotton 
candy, sno-cones, ice cream 
or dulce de leche cookies.  

Let the kids have their face 
painted and enjoy a variety 
of games and crafts while 
you visit our craft, retail 
and informational vendors.  
Learn about the History of 
Corn or just sit and enjoy the 
musical performances by 
The Stoutmen and the Habit 
Formin’ bands.  Stop at the 
Windsor Partnership booth to 
make your guess at how many 
candy corn kernels are in the 
container – the best guess 
takes all at the end of the day!

Welcome a bevy of beauties 
at 1:30 p.m. when Sally 
Forbidussi, the 2017 Today’s 
International Woman Classy 
Mrs. makes her appearance, 
along with her daughters, 
Emily, who holds the title 
Today’s International Teen 
New York, Alli, Today’s 

International Junior Teen New 
York, and Gabriella, Little 
Miss Broome Co.

The Corn Hole Tournament 
starts at 2 p.m. promptly.  
Contestants are still needed 
– no experience necessary.  
Register by calling Elaine 
at 655-3399 or emailing 
acclaimagency@gmail.com. 
Contestants can sign up at the 
festival prior to the tournament 
as well.  The registration fee 
is $10 per entry and you can 
enter as an individual or two-
person team.  You can also 
play on more than one team.  
The tournament rules will 
be posted on the Windsor 
Partners Facebook page 
and mailed or mailed with a 
registration form.  The contest 
will be a double elimination 
contest.  Monetary prizes will 
be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd places.  

At 4 p.m., head over to the 
Miller Farms booth, sponsor 
of the corn husking contest.  
Entrants will be divided into 
two age groups: 17-and-under 
and 18-and-over.  Prizes will 
also be awarded for the fastest 
corn huskers in each category.

Hope you remembered to 
rent your duck because the 
Third Annual Duck Race 
in the creek at Klumpp Park 
starts at 4:30 p.m.  Cheer your 
duck on from the bank of the 
creek to see who will win the 
$250 first prize.  Second prize 
is $100, third is $50 and the 
last duck wins $25.  Ducks 
can be rented in advance at 
Acclaim Insurance Agency 
at 121 Main St, Windsor or at 
the Corn Festival.  Winners do 
not need to be present!

Make sure you buy some 
fresh corn to take home.  Or 
purchase some baked goods 
from the Windsor Girl Scouts 
or cookies from the Peruvian 
Bakery as you leave the 
festival for a late night treat as 
you unwind from a fun-filled 
event.   
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Delaware Valley Humane Society
and McDowell & Walker

Your Pet’s
Favorite Store!!

Present:

Pet of the Week
Matilda

Matilda is a 1 yr old Terrier/Retriever 
mix weighing in around 35 lbs. Dog, 

cat and kid friendly!

AFTON
11 Mill St.

Afton, NY 13730
Store: (607)639-2331

DELHI
4 Depot St.

Delhi, NY 13753
Store: (607)746-2314
Shop: (607)746-6601

SIDNEY
5 Mang Dr.

Sidney, NY 13838
Store: (607)563-9797
Shop: (607)563-9823

Brantley Seward, of Unadilla, sports a welding hel-
met as he takes in Monday’s solar eclipse.

Tri-Towners, World Watch Great American Eclipse

Jessica Strauss, a local high school science teacher 
(left), shares her homemade eclipse-viewing box with 
Hannah Hasselbarth, of Sidney. 

Oneonta’s Huntington Memorial Public Library host-
ed a well-attended eclipse viewing party Monday after-
noon, with area college professors on-hand to discuss 
the ins and outs of the total solar eclipse. Here, the 
brief, crescent-shaped shadow of the sun as the moon 
crossed over it can be seen projected. 

Adina Johnson of Unadilla (center) watches the solar 
eclipse with daughters Aubrey (left) and Teagan (right) 
from a beach in South Carolina, where they traveled 
specially to witness the event. 

By Allison Collins

Millions across the country 
stepped outside or logged on-
line midday Monday, Aug. 21 
to observe what the Associ-
ated Press is calling the most-
watched, most-photographed 
solar eclipse in history.  

In the tri-town area, the 
eclipse lasted from approxi-
mately 1:20 p.m. to 3:56 p.m., 
with 70 percent occurring 
around 2:40. Area libraries 
hosted special viewing parties 
and provided onlookers with 
glasses, while others stuck 
to homemade viewing boxes; 
others still flipped down the 

visors of welding helmets and 
sat out on front lawns to take 
in what will be, for some, a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

While locally the eclipse, 
during which Earth’s moon 
obscured the sun, temporar-
ily blacking out its light, only 
reached 70 percent, through-
out the country and in areas 

of totality such as Idaho and 
Oregon, large crowds gath-
ered, cheered and applauded, 
earning the event the title of 
Great American Eclipse. 

Many media outlets com-
mented on the unifying nature 
of the event and witnesses 
near and far, young and old, 
used words such as “surreal,” 

“mysterious,” “celestial” and 
“awesome” to describe the 
viewing experience.

Monday’s event constitut-
ed the most significant solar 
eclipse to cross the contigu-
ous United States since 1979. 
1918 marked the last coast-to-
coast eclipse.  New Yorkers 
are expected to get a better 

view during the 2024 total so-
lar eclipse and the next coast-
to-coast eclipse will take 
place in 2045. 

To re-watch the National 
Aeronautic Space Adminis-
tration’s livestream of Mon-
day’s eclipse or view photos, 
visit nasa.gov/eclipse. 

Felicia Musson, of Unadilla, won the Adult Karaoke Contest held in the entertain-
ment tent during the Otsego County Fair. Musson is pictured holding her winning 
trophy. She graduated from GMU Central School in June of this year. Photo credit: 
Anna Ritchey. 

Winners of the Otsego County Fair Announced
MORRIS – Winners of the 

Talent Contest, held at the 
Otsego County Fair on Sat-
urday, Aug. 5, are as follows: 
Mini Competition (12 and un-
der), Vocal: 1st place, Jasmine 
Wessel, of Alexander; tying 
for 2nd, Anabelle Wessel of 
Alexander and Hannah Bon-
czkowski of Otego; 3rd place, 
Kadyanne Kolb of Earlville.

Maxi Competition (13 and 
older), Vocal: 1st place, Felicia 
Musson of Unadilla; 2nd, An-
thony Drake of Endicott. Va-
riety: 1st place, Chino Osuna 
of New Lisbon and 2nd, Lind-
sey Carrigan of Laurens.

Best of Show, mini was pre-
sented to Jasmine Wessel and 
Best of Show, maxi to Felicia 
Musson. Each received a cash 
prize of $50 donated by NBT 
Bank of Edmeston.

The Community Grange 
exhibits at the Otsego County 
Fair featured a Grange-related 
theme this year. Blue ribbons 
were awarded to Butternut 
Valley, Pierstown and Schen-
evus Valley. Red ribbons were 
given to Springfield, Hinman 
Hollow and Westville Grange. 

The Pomona exhibits of Po-
mona committee, lecturer and 
family activities all received 
blue ribbons. Best of Show 
was presented to the Butternut 
Valley Grange for its booth 
dedicated to Granger Helen 
Halbert, who passed away in 
March and helped with booth 
set-up for years.

Judges were New York 
State Grange Master, Steven 
Coye, and State Grange Ex-
ecutive Committee member, 
Alice Grimsley.

This year, fairgoers visiting 
the Grange Building enjoyed 
playing “Are You Smarter 
than a 5thGrader?” The exhib-
it featured various household 
and farm items from the past 
to identify, with a daily draw-
ing for a jug of maple syrup. 
Winners were Gloria Meenan, 
Edgar Schmitt, Cathy Galley, 
Carol Goodrich,Keith Dicki-
son and Jim Palmer.

The Baby/Toddler Contest 
held on Wednesday during the 
Otsego County Fair named 
the following winners: Infant 
boy 0-5 months, 1st place, Jas-
per Jackson of New Berlin; 
2nd place, James Grimsley of 

Otego.Baby boy 6 months 
to 11 months, 1st place, Saw-
yer Rodke of Edmeston; 2nd, 
Hunter Thomas of Mt. Vi-
sion. Girls one year, 1st place, 
Averie Goodwin of Morris; 
2nd place, Olivia Hartman of 
Burlington Flats, tying for 
3rd place, Allis Montgomery 
of Unadilla and Clara Tomp-
kins of Morris. Boys one year, 
1st place, Hunter Nutt of New 
Berlin. Girls 2 years old, 1st 
place, Mayla Couse of Mil-
ford; 2nd place, Amanda Lib-
eratore of Otego. Boy 2 years 
old, 1st place, Elijah Tompkins 
of Morris. Girl 3 years old, 1st 
place, Shawna-Lee Ramirez 
of Otego. Boys 3 years old 
1st place, John McMullen of 
Maryland; 2nd, Spencer Hunt 
of Oneonta. Girls 4 years old, 
1st place, Julie McMullen of 
Maryland; 2nd, Mickenzie 
Goodwin of Morris. Boy 4 
years old, 1st place, Tonka 
Wheeler of Unadilla.

Best of Show went to girl 
Averie Goodwin and Boy 
Sawyer Radke, with each re-
ceiving a $25 cash prize do-
nated by SFCU of Sidney. All 
contestants were awarded rib-
bons for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.

Fetish Lane to Play Benefit 
Concert in Gilbertsville Aug. 23

GILBERTSVILLE - On Wednesday eve-
ning, Aug. 23, the ever-popular folk band, 
Fetish Lane, will perform at a benefit concert 
from 6:30- 8 p.m. at the Major’s Inn in Gil-
bertsville. Well known locally, Fetish Lane 
has also been noticed outside the area in the 
music industry. 

Music Outlook Magazine says, “Fetish 
Lane is feel good music.” This is an apt de-
scription of the music as it often prompts audi-
ence members to get up and dance, clap their 
hands or just sit back and enjoy.

The concert will be held on the side lawn 
of the inn and attendees are invited to bring a 
lawn chair or blanket for comfort and picnic 
if they desire. 

Admission will be by freewill offering, with 
proceeds going to help with the second phase 
of the roofing project. In the case of rain, the 
concert will be held in the ballroom. 

For further information, call 783-2967 or 
783-2780.

Kenyon Hill to Play 
Colesville Aug. 27

COLESVILLE - The last concert in the 
Colesville Summer Concert Series for 2017 
will feature music performed by Kenyon Hill 
on Sunday, Aug. 27 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
gazebo in Harpursville, next to the Colesville 
Town Hall. 

Refreshments will be provided by the Cub 
and Boy Scouts consisting of a meal item and 
dessert. 

Plan to bring a chair or blanket or simply 
roll down the windows of your vehicle and en-
joy the music. 

In case of rain, the concert will be held in 
the Colesville ambulance building on King 
Road off of Rte 79, in back of the gas station.  


