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2015 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited AWD, Hemi, auto, 
Navigation, Sunroof, Htd Leather, p seats, p windows, 

cruise, alloy, remote start, white 33,118 miles
$30,969

THE ONE YOU LOVE SWEETHEART SALE PRICE

$29,969
$451/72 mnths. 

Folks Have Fun at 11th Annual 
Unadilla Squirrel Hunting 
Tournament 

by allison collins

uNadiLLa – as has be-
come tradition in unadilla, 
the Saturday before the Super 
bowl marked the eleventh an-
nual Squirrel hunting Tour-
nament, which culminated 
with a weigh-in Saturday 
night at green’s Long river 
inn. 

kate andrews, Lri man-
ager, said that the bar took on 
running the tournament four 
years ago from its creator, 
bryan birdsall of unadilla. 

for this year’s event, six-
teen two-person teams spent 
the day trying to amass a col-
lection of no more than six 
squirrels of any variety, in the 
hopes of ultimately having 
the heaviest scurry. andrews 
noted that tournament par-
ticipants hunt wherever they 
choose outside of unadilla 
proper and said that dec laws 
apply. 

gray, red and black squir-
rels are accepted, though an-

drews said that black squir-
rels are very rare; at the end 
of the day, the squirrel tally 
stood at 53 gray and just four 
red. for some unlucky partici-
pants, the small, quick rodents 
proved entirely too elusive 
and several teams turned up 
at the Lri empty-handed. 

for the three winning 
teams, andrews awarded cash 
prizes in graded increments. 

andrews’s son and fellow 
Lri employee, Travis an-
drews, shared that the heavi-
est squirrel weighed in at an 
impressive 956 grams. “900 
is generally the highest,” said 
andrews, who noted that 
most squirrels are in the 500-
600-gram range. 

describing the annual hunt, 
past two-time champion and 
inveterate outdoorsman rob 
Zorda of unadilla said, “it’s 
a fun deal. it’s really good for 
getting kids into hunting and 
for youth hunters. it’s very 
family-oriented.” 

before handing out an ar-

ray of hunting-themed door 
prizes, andrews announced 
tournament winners: third 
place went to father-daughter 
duo, amanda and pete Mar-
tini, with a total weight of 
4,526 grams; second place 
winners were ron wright and 
Scott Mccoy, with a weight 
of 4,668 grams; first place, 
with 5,093 grams of squirrel, 
went to Travis yager and Ja-
son Zorda. prizes were also 
awarded for heaviest gray and 
heaviest red squirrel. 

asked what keeps him 
coming back, Jason Zorda, 
who participated with yager 
for the third consecutive year, 
said, “The camaraderie. you 
get to hear all the squirrel sto-
ries. i guess it’s kind of like 
getting a nice buck.” 

following the tournament, 
andrews said that all of the 
squirrels were going to an in-
dividual who could make use 
of the skins and coats. 

Top: First place winners of the 11th annual Unadilla Squirrel Hunting Tourna-
ment, Jason Zorda and Travis Yager; middle: second place winners, Ron Wright 
and Scott McCoy; third place winners and father-daughter duo, Amanda and 
Pete Martini. Left: the squirrel hunt trophy awaits the addition of a plaque bear-
ing the names of this year’s winners. 

Sidney Center Library Gets New Sign, New Life
by allison collins

SidNey ceNTer – a 
crowd of over 30 filled the 
cozy confines of the Sidney 
center Library, a branch of 
the Sidney Memorial public 
Library, on the afternoon of 
Thursday, feb. 2 for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. The occa-
sion? celebrating the culmi-
nation of months of fundrais-
ing, planning and designing 
for proper signage in front of 
the little library. 

The library, a well-kept se-
cret to many, stood unmarked 
and unnoticed prior to the 
installation of the wood-and-
gold sign tastefully designed 
by a team of people from the 
Sidney center improvement 

group and brought to life by 
walton-born artist, Ty Stein-
bacher. indeed, amongst the 
crowd gathered on Thursday 
were 20-year-residents of the 
hamlet that didn’t even know 
of the library’s existence! 
Now, however, the library has 
prominently placed signage 
making it easily visible from 
the roadway. 

ann birdsall, manager of 
the Sidney center branch 
since 2001, said that the fund-
raising effort for the sign first 
began in spring of 2016 with 
an auction and basket raffle. 
“we’ve been at this for a 
while,” said birdsall, herself 
a member of the Scig. Look-
ing around the packed library, 
which relocated from behind 

the Sidney center post Office 
about eight years ago, bird-
sall added that the event had 
drawn “a nice little turnout.” 

Just as impressive as the 
turnout is the library’s se-
lection. as a member of the 
four-county Library System 
and an affiliate of the Sidney 
Memorial public Library, 
it is well stocked with cur-
rent dVd, book and audio 
book releases for adults and 
children. 

david dewey, president of 
the Sidney Memorial public 
Library board, explained that 
the Sidney center branch’s 
inventory was updated two 
years ago and that four-
county Library System direct 
deliveries to Sidney center 

were enabled around that time 
as well, giving Sidney center 
patrons easy access to any-
thing within the four-county 
circulation. 

Mary Jane plummer, also 
on the SMpL board, said that 
she and fellow board mem-
bers review attendance care-
fully at branch libraries. “as 
long as attendance figures 
remain good, we’re happy 
to support them in this ef-
fort,” said plummer. “we are 
hopeful to serve the area with 
something here.” 

Michael Sellitti, president 
of Scig, drew the crowd out-
side for the actual ribbon cut-
ting and explained a bit about 
the group and what it strives 
to do. “we’re a 501(c)3…

See New Life, pg. 5

L-R: SCIG member Carol Behan, artist Ty Stein-
bacher, Sue Ruestow, branch manager Ann Birdsall 
and SCIG president Mike Sellitti pose before cutting 
the ribbon to officially celebrate the newly installed 
Sidney Center Library sign. 

Tensions Rise as Unatego BOE Nears Closure Decision
by allison collins

OTegO – The board room 
at unatego Middle/high 
School was full on the eve-
ning of Monday, Jan. 30 as 
members of the community, 
particularly concerned Ote-
gans and supporters of con-
stituents protesting exces-
sive School Taxes (cpeST)/

against closing community 
elementary School Structures 
(acceSS), gathered to weigh 
in on the unatego board of 
education’s pending deci-
sion of whether or not to close 
Otego elementary at the end 
of this school year. 

for over a year now and 
following a contracted fa-
cilities study of the district’s 

space utilization, the bOe 
has been tasked with deter-
mining whether or not to 
close the Otego building and 
save the district an estimated 
$400,000. residents of Otego 
and members of the recently 
formed ad hoc have voiced 
their concerns repeatedly 
throughout the long delib-
eration process; chief among 

them: the potential for rising 
property taxes and decreased 
property values, having a 
“derelict hulk” in the center 
of town and instating a grade 
reconfiguration that is educa-
tionally and developmentally 
undesirable. 

heading up cpeST/ac-
ceSS at the meeting was 
longtime Otego resident 

and business owner, buzz 
hesse. hesse, reading from a 
memorandum drafted by the 
cpeST/acceSS to the bOe, 
said, “we disagree completely 
with the recommendation to 
close Otego elementary this 
year. we believe it is possible 
for the district to get through 
one more year keeping all 
school buildings open with-

out raising taxes beyond the 
cap while options and reper-
cussions are more thoroughly 
investigated.” 

hesse noted a “growing 
mistrust” and “lack of confi-
dence” between the taxpaying 
constituency and the bOe, 
threatening at a point to with-
hold a favorable vote come 
budget time. arguing that 

See TeNSiONS, pg. 5
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COMMUNITY 
MEALS

Ask about our First Line 
Therapy Lifestyle Program!

• Lose weight and decrease body fat
• Fight disease

• Lower blood pressure and cholesterol
• Dr. Suggested vitamins and supplements with a 

guided approach to exercise and nutrition!

Traveling out of town for 
Spinal Decompression Therapy?

NO MORE!
Spinal decompression now offered by 

Dr. Gary Parker here in Greene! 
Also in Sidney, Oxford and Whitney Point 

Locations!

Call Today! 607-656-4464

33 N. Chenango St., Greene, NY 13778
Dr. Gary G. Parker, Jr., DPT

Office: 607-656-4464 • Fax: 607-656-4593

GREENE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY & 

WOUND CARE TREATMENT
“Maximizing the Quality of Life and Movement”

Odds & Ends
baiNbridge – The bainbridge american Legion post 806 will be selling chicken by wilson’s on Saturday, Nov. 7 beginning at 10:30 a.m. until quantities sell 

WintEr suppErs

Fun Fact: New York City’s public school students represent about 188 different countries.

A Reminder...

Remember that Someone Special 
sweetly with

Designer Greetings - the perfect 
choice for every occasion!

Gift Cards for many stores sold here!

Brown’s Pharmacy
Main St., Unadilla • 369-2131

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-1pm

Tuesday, 
February 14th is 
Valentine’s 

Day

CHOCOLATES
or

Valentine
Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, February 12th • 8:00-11:00
Sidney Center Fire Hall

All you can eat pancakes and 1 serving sausage or 
bacon, eggs and drink
$1.00 for extra serving. 

$6.00 Adults • $3.00 for children 5-12 
Under 5 free

Hosted by the Sidney Center Ladies Auxiliary
In Memory of Colton Santic

Congratulations to the winners 
of TTN’s second annual 

Cutest Couple Photo Contest: 
Erin (Andrews) and Joe Pascarella 
of Sidney. The Pascarellas will 
enjoy free tickets to a Harlem 
Globetrotters game on Feb. 15 
and will receive a basket with 
gifts donated by Sidney Flowers 
and Gifts, the Tri-Town News, 
Tuttle’s Wild Kitchen and other 
generous local businesses.

The lucky twosome has been together for thirteen years and 
married for � ve. They � rst dated while attending Sidney High 
School and were “married” in Dave Wakeman’s basement in 2001, 
with Eddie Gazzetti of� ciating. In 2011 they became legally wedded 
and welcomed their son, James, in 2013. According to the couple, 
anyone who knows them knows that their love is like no other.
Congrats, Erin and Joe! And thank you to all who participated in 
our annual contest. Happy Valentine’s Day! ♥

Photo Contest!tePh CtPPh CoPh t ConteeeConteCCConte

Announcing the Winners of 

           
 TTN’s 2nd Annual

SUNY Delhi to Mark 5th Annual 
‘One Billion Rising’ Event in 
Support of Domestic & Sexual 
Violence Awareness

deLhi - feb. 14 will mark 
the fifth annual One billion 
rising campaign event for 
delaware county. The cam-
paign began as a worldwide 
event on feb. 12, 2012 and 
has since become the largest 
campaign to end violence to-
wards women in history. One 
billion rising is based on the 
alarming statistic that one in 
three women will be physi-
cally or sexually assaulted at 
some point in her life. The 
campaign has called the pub-
lic to express outrage at vio-
lence toward women by “ris-
ing, dancing and disrupting” 
in the hope that this call to 
action will help transition so-
ciety toward an intolerance of 
violence. additional informa-
tion about One billion rising 
can be found at the campaign 
website, www.onebillionris-
ing.org.

This Valentine’s day, the 
One billion rising campaign 
for delaware county will 
be held at the SuNy delhi 
campus at the commons in 
farrell hall at 12:15 p.m. The 

event will be hosted by the 
delaware Opportunities Safe 
against Violence program 
in collaboration with SuNy 
delhi. There will be a dance 
led by Sharon reichert-Mor-
gan, a local fitness instructor. 
free t-shirts will be given to 
all those who participate. for 
further information regarding 
this event or to rSVp, contact 
the Safe against Violence 
program (SaV) at 746-1720.

anyone who has been a 
victim of physical or sexual 
assault should contact SaV for 
assistance. The delaware Op-
portunities Safe against Vio-
lence program assists victims 
of sexual assault, domestic 
violence, stalking and other 
crimes and provides a 24-hour 
hotline, crisis intervention, in-
formation and referrals, medi-
cal and legal advocacy and 
accompaniment, outreach ed-
ucation, preventive education 
and additional services, which 
can be accessed by calling lo-
cally at 746-6278 or toll free 
at 1-866-457-7233. all ser-
vices are confidential.

uNadiLLa - The first 
presbyterian church, located 
at 156 Main St., unadilla, will 
be serving a “Sweetheart” 
spaghetti dinner on Saturday, 
feb. 18 from 4 to 7 p.m. be 
sure to mark this date on your 
calendar and take your sweet-
heart, family or loved ones out 
for dinner. 

The dinner will include 
spaghetti with Mamma J’s 
homemade spaghetti sauce 
made with dave Johnson’s 
homegrown tomatoes, italian 
sausage, tossed salad, bread 
and a beverage. dessert will 
be cherry crisp a la mode. 
children under five years old 
will eat for free.

The proceeds will benefit 
church operations and mission 
efforts. One dollar from each 
meal purchased will be do-
nated locally to the unadilla 
emergency Squad.

for more information, call 
dave Johnson at 369-9531 
or Louise Lesh at 369-9579. 
The church is handicapped 
accessible.  

cOVeNTry - The coven-
try events committee is spon-
soring its first fundraiser of 
the year on Saturday, feb. 11. 
This will be an old-fashioned 
chicken and biscuit dinner, 
served with mashed potatoes 
and gravy, mixed vegetables, 
hot and cold beverages and a 
variety of delicious deserts, 
including some sugar-free 
favorites.

So shake those winter blues 
and give mom a break from 
cooking. bring her to the 
coventry Town hall on feb. 
11 from 4-7 p.m. and enjoy a 
dinner out with family, friends 
and neighbors. 

The town hall is located on 
State rt. 235 just south of the 
main intersection with State 
rt. 206 in coventry.

The coventry events com-
mittee is a group of dedicated 
volunteers who work very 
hard to bring fun events to the 
community, such as dinners, 
barbeques, the annual blue-
berry festival, the scary hal-
loween party and the christ-
mas tree lighting complete 
with Santa claus. So won’t 
you help support the group’s 

efforts?
anyone with suggestions 

for future events, feel free to 
speak with any one of the vol-
unteers at Saturday’s dinner. 

SaNiTaria SpriNgS 
- The Sanitaria Springs fire 
company will hold a spaghet-
ti supper, including a salad 
bar, on Saturday, feb. 11 at 4 
p.m. at the fire station, located 
on rt. 7 in Sanitaria Springs. 

uNadiLLa - The next 
Otsego county Senior Meal 
served at the unadilla Neigh-
borhood apartments, clif-
ton St., unadilla, will be on 
wednesday, feb. 15 at noon.  

The luncheon will feature 
roast pork with gravy, sweet 
potato casserole, spinach, ap-
ple spice muffins and vanilla 
ice cream. a choice of bever-
age will be included with the 
meal.

all seniors 60 and older 
and non-seniors are welcome; 
residency of the apartments is 
not required. call 369-2787 
by Monday, feb. 13 to make a 
reservation. 

SidNey - St. Luke’s Lu-
theran church will hold a 
chicken and biscuit dinner 
Saturday, feb. 18 from 4-6:30 
p.m. in the church commu-
nity room, 139 w. Main St., 
Sidney.

The menu will include: 
chicken/biscuits, gravy, green 
beans, fresh carrots, cranber-
ry sauce and assorted home-
made desserts.

Takeouts will be available. 
children under 5 will be free. 
a portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to a local charity. 

uNadiLLa – Monday, 
feb. 6 is “cook’s choice” at 
the unadilla united Method-
ist church. The menu will 
feature hot beef sandwiches 
and ham with raisin sauce, 
potatoes, vegetable, rolls and 
assorted desserts.

Serving will be from 4 p.m. 
on. kids under 6 eat free.

The unadilla united Meth-
odist church is located across 
from the great american.

baiNbridge - The Soup 
kitchen at the bainbridge 
united Methodist church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s facebook page.

 
SidNey - a full meal 

is served at St. paul’s epis-
copal church, 25 river St. 
every wednesday from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. food selec-
tions vary weekly and all are 
welcome. 

uNadiLLa - a week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery Thursday at 12:30 p.m. 
at St. Matthews episcopal 
church. a free will offering is 
appreciated. 

uNadiLLa - breakfast in 
the basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 

of the month from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at the unadilla united 
Methodist church on Main St. 
all are welcome. donations 
are accepted but not expected. 

SidNey - The first con-
gregational church, located 
on the corner of bridge and 
Main Streets in Sidney, of-
fers free soup and sandwiches 
with dessert and drink from 
4-6 p.m. on the second Thurs-
day of every month. 

MOuNT upTON - The 
first baptist church of Mount 
upton will be holding a “pic-
nic in february” on feb. 10 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

rSVp with the number in 
your party by feb. 5 by call-
ing 265-3228 or 783-2714. 

SidNey - Join the ances-
try-genealogy meet up at the 
Sidney Memorial public Li-
brary! Members of this begin-
ners group can use ancestry 
Library edition to discover 
their unique family history, 
build a family tree and learn 
genetic dNa genealogy. 

participants should bring 
their own laptop or other wifi 
enabled device. The group 
will meet on Tuesday, feb. 
28 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Sidney library’s meet-
ing room, 8 river St., Sidney. 
beginners are welcome, no 
rSVp is required. call 563-
1200 for more information. 

MT. upTON - Mt. upton 
Senior citizens will meet 
Tuesday, feb. 14 at the Meth-
odist church.

 The group will be playing 
valentine bingo.

Members should bring a 
gift for bingo winners, and try 
to be there by 10:30 a.m.

New members are always 
welcome. 

OTegO - The unatego 
central School board of edu-
cation will meet on Monday, 
feb. 13 at 7:15 p.m. in room 
93 of the middle/senior high 
school. 

This meeting is in place of 
the scheduled feb. 27 board 
meeting. On Monday, feb. 27, 
there will be a budget work-
shop at 6 p.m. in room 93 of 
the middle/senior high school. 
all meetings are open to the 
public.  

harpurSViLLe - The 
harpursville central School 
board of education will hold 
a regular meeting on Mon-
day, feb. 13 in the high school 
auditorium. 

The executive session of 
the meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. with the regular business 
meeting following at 7 p.m. 

baiNbridge - The 
bainbridge-guilford central 

School will hold a board of 
education meeting on Thurs-
day, feb. 16 in the district con-
ference room at 6:30 p.m. The 
business portion of the meet-
ing will start at 7 p.m. 

uNadiLLa - The vil-
lage of unadilla will be hold-
ing their regularly scheduled 
meeting on feb. 21 at 6:30 
p.m. at the firehouse, 77 clif-
ton St., unadilla. 

uNadiLLa - The village 
of unadilla planning board 
will be holding their regularly 
scheduled meeting on Thurs-
day, feb. 16 at 6 p.m. at the 
community house/library, 193 
Main St., unadilla. 

baiNbridge - The vil-
lage of bainbridge planning 
board will hold their regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting 
on Monday, feb. 20 at 7 p.m. 
in the village clerk’s office, 33 
west Main St., bainbridge. 

baiNbridge - The vil-
lage of bainbridge board of 
trustees will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, feb. 21 
at 6:30 p.m. in the village 
clerk’s office, 33 west Main 
St., bainbridge. The purpose 
of the public hearing will 
be to consider Local Law #1 
of 2017, a local law enacting 
communications tower regu-
lations.  immediately follow-
ing the public hearing the 
board will hold their regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting.  
These meetings are open to 
the public and any interested 
parties are welcome to attend. 

SidNey ceNTer - The 
Sidney center fire depart-
ment will be holding a pitch 
tournament on Saturday, feb. 
25. Sign up will open at 12:30 
p.m. with the tournament 
starting at 1 p.m. food and re-
freshments will be available.
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CEmEtEry LOvErs by tina(pabst) uttEr and 
daLE uttEr (E-maiL: stOnECrOft@CitLink.nEt)

Fun Fact: 
Horseback 
riding can 

improve your 
posture.

ChambEr COrnEr

$1000 Scholarship to be Awarded
Norwich, New York
     The Chenango County Fair announces today that ten 
$1,000 scholarships will be awarded to current New York 
State high school seniors and also students enrolled in 
college. The New York State Association of Agricultural 
Fairs and the New York State Showpeople’s Association 
sponsor the scholarships.
     The qualifying students must be active at the 
Chenango County Fair or with the New York State 
Showpeople’s Association. All applicants from Chenango 
County must submit their application through the 
Chenango County Fair or the NYSSA no later than 
Friday April 8, 2017.
     Information is available at the Chenango County Fair 
office, 168 East Main Street, Norwich, NY 13815, 
through Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chenango 
County and from local high school offices.
     Applications must be printed and completed from the 
web at www.nyfairs.org. For more information, contact 
the Chenango County Fair at 607-334-9198. 2

Call for To-Go’s or Reservations

Trackside Dining
88 Main Street

Sidney, New York
(607) 563-3737

OPEN
7 Days

A
Week

6 am to 8 pm

Offering
Breakfast

Lunch
as well as
Dinner

Try our 
scrumptious 
desserts!

Pick YOUR date to Dine-Out with YOUR Sweetheart!

Serving
12-8pm

Sat. Feb. 11,
Sun. Feb. 12,

and Tues.
Feb. 14

Slow Roast Prime Rib w/ potato
Seafood Alfredo over Linguine
Baked Pork Chops w/ stuf� ng & potato
All meals include soup & 
salad bar w/ a special treat
Reservations for parties of 6 or more suggested

Don’t forget: There’s Always A 
10% Discount for Veterans

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Menu Available All Day

Sidney Center FD

Pitch Tournament
At the Sidney Center Firemen’s Hall

Sat., February 25th
Sign up at 12:30 pm • Start at 1 pm
Cost $20 per team • 100% payback

Food and refreshments are available

For Advertising 
in the Tri-Town 

News, please call 
Ryan Dalpiaz. 
607-561-3526

THE EEL RACK
by dale and Tina utter
dale and Tina utter are 

members the of guilford his-
torical Society and have an 
active interest in cemeteries.

it was the summer of 1967. 
a few months previously we 
had moved off the farm that 
my parents, Louis and helen 
utter, had dairy farmed for 
30 years. even on the farm 
dad found time to go fish-
ing with a couple of his bud-
dies: red button and warren 
klingman. Today we found 
ourselves floating down the 
river along rte. 8, past high 
bridge rd. near the old rock 
inn, in dad’s rowboat with a 
ten-horse motor.

The river was calm as we 
floated along casting toward 
the shore. we rounded one 
bend and then another. The 
calm water was gone. ahead 
i could see rocks, shallow and 
faster water. dad pointed and 
said, “That is an eel rack.” i 
could see two lines of piled 
rocks extending out from each 
shore toward each other form-
ing a “V” in the river. “an eel 
rack? what is that?” i said. he 
explained that people used to 
spear eels by lantern at night 
as they passed through the 
channel of water. Much to my 
surprise, even though he had 
lived here his whole life, dad 
did not seem to know much 
about it.

i expect most people don’t 
even know it exists. you can’t 
see it from rte. 8 or the back 
river road. even when the 
batterson bridge existed, 
you could not see it above 
the bridge. unless the river is 
very low and you are floating 
on the river by boat or canoe 
or live nearby, you wouldn’t 
know it was there. we have 
done some research and will 
write more about eel racks at 
a later date.

South of high bridge rd. 
on rte. 8 down to high bridge 
creek (kent brook), just north 
of rockdale, is an interesting 
area. My dad lived 90 years 
of his life in this area and this 
is where i grew up. he at-
tended the pine grove School 
through the seventh grade. i 
don’t know when the school 
opened, but it is on the 1855 
map of chenango county. 
he graduated in 1930 from 
the old Legion hall in Mt. 
upton, before the new high 
school was built. he told me 
how he would ride his horse to 
school. from the old photos i 
have seen it seems larger than 
the one-room schoolhouse we 
typically see in the county. i 
remember a structure there, 
but it was torn down when 
they improved rte. 8 some-
where around 1965.

i did a lot of exploring and 
hunting in the area when i was 
a kid. behind that old school 
house is an unusual natural 
feature. There is a very large 

pond back there formed from 
high banks; water can flow 
in but cannot flow out. in 
the pond’s middle are small 
trees and shrubs with marshy 
ground around about half 
the pond. The rest is shallow 
water. recently my brother 
clyde told me our grandfather 
would take him bullhead fish-
ing there about 65 years ago. 
i believe it is too shallow to 
support fish now, but years 
ago when we had lots of snow 
i expect it was a lot deeper. it 
was a fun area to explore.

a friend of Tina’s told her 
there were stone piles in the 
area. we looked for them a 
couple of times in an area i 
thought i had remembered 
seeing some in, but we had 
no luck. One day we were out 
exploring and very unexpect-
edly stumbled upon them in 
an area i had forgotten about. 
There are about fifteen stone 
piles; who built them and why 
remains a mystery. we expect 
they predate any early settlers 
and can be found in many 
parts of the country. 

where high bridge rd. 
meets rte. 8 there used to be 
an icehouse on the river. dad 
had a couple of old photos of 
it. One showed men cutting 
ice on the river. what an en-
deavor that must have been! 
but so essential for the dairy 
farmers and the rockdale 
creamery. when the new road 
went through they did major 
work on the banks of the river, 
so no remnants of that struc-
ture remain.

The batterson bridge is 
also gone. what an experience 
it was to drive across that with 
the loose planks bouncing up 
and down as the vehicle drove 
over it. what a racket it made! 
On the east side of the bridge 
stands an old house that was 
an inn many years ago.

The first summer we moved 
off the farm i used to love to 
ride my bike across the bridge 
and look down at the water; i 
was 11 years old. One day as i 
rode across i looked down and 
could see these big fish swim-
ming around. excitedly i hur-
ried home to get my fishing 
pole and some bait. in no time 
i was back and fishing from 
the middle of the bridge. The 
next thing i knew, i had a big 
fish on my line and then i real-
ized the predicament i was in.

The bridge was quite a 
distance above the water, too 
high i felt to try to pull up a 
big fish. i figured it would 
break the line or throw the 
hook. No problem i thought, i 
would just pull it over to the 
bank. Then i looked down the 
bridge to the shore. between 
the bank and me were all these 
supports holding the bridge 
up. Now i had a problem!

while trying to keep the 
line tight and the fish pull-
ing on the pole, i had to reach 
around each support and then 
grab the pole with my other 

hand without losing the fish 
or dropping the pole. i don’t 
remember how many supports 
there were, but i finally made 
it so i was over the dry bank 
below the bridge. i glanced 
down the road and then real-
ized i had to run down the 
road around the guardrail and 
then down the bank to the riv-
er. another problem. i pulled 
the fish through the shallow 
water and onto the dry bank 
when suddenly he was off 
the line and flopping around - 
headed for the water. i raced 
as fast as i could down the 
road around the guardrail and 
down the bank. i could see 
the fish almost at the water’s 
edge. finally i was there and 
pounced on him just before he 
slipped into the water. what a 
relief!

i caught a nice bass a little 
later also. i had a better idea 
how to handle this fish after 
the previous one. a bonus 
that day was when i went to 
clean the first fish, which was 
a walleye; i found it had been 
tagged by the department of 
conservation. i sent the tag 
in and they sent me a letter 
back explaining where they 
had tagged the fish and the 
purpose of the program. a big 
thrill for an 11 year old!

The 1855 chenango county 
map showed a baptist church 
just south of Medbury rd. on 
the west side of rte. 8. a little 
research shows that the church 
was built about 1835. in 1875 
the church society moved to 
Mt. upton. The church build-
ing was sold and was used as 
a barn or part of a barn on the 
Schultes’ farm.

remnants of the church 
property can still be seen. The 
next time you drive through 
that area, look at the knoll 
behind the first barn out of 
rockdale. when the leaves 
are off you can see some of 
the monuments, although not 
as well as you once did, of the 
Morgan (petley) cemetery. 
The town mows this cemetery 
a few times a year. we spent 
a couple of summers working 
there repairing broken stones 
and resetting downed or lean-
ing ones. a memorable epi-
taph of an early settler reads: 
Jasper Morgan died feb. 7, 
1838 age 42 years, was thrown 
from a bridge which caused 
instant death.

The area has changed much 
through the years. Nothing 
remains of the church, bridge, 
school, or icehouse. The inn 
across the bridge is no lon-
ger an inn and the once well-
known rock inn is closed. 
all the old farmers are gone 
as well: ralph petley, dwight 
and cynthia Schultes, perry 
O’hara, dever and ruth Mat-
teson and my parents, Louis 
and helen utter. Life, with all 
its changes, just keeps march-
ing on.

here’s what’s new and up-
coming in bainbridge, courte-
sy of the bainbridge chamber 
of commerce.

1st Bainbridge Events Cal-
endar Winners Announced:

Tom and cindy Salak of 
evans St. in bainbridge are 
the first winners selected from 
the bainbridge events calen-
dar drawing sponsored by the 
bainbridge chamber of com-
merce. They won two Shrimp 
Lover’s Special tickets, com-
pliments of the bainbridge 
rotary club. 

The next drawing will be 
held on feb. 28 for a chance 
to win a 30-minute massage 
by candes bradbury, owner 
of botanica Massage & day 
Spa at 4 kirby St. if you pur-
chased a bainbridge, N.y. 

events calendar, please note 
the tickets at the back of the 
calendar and join the fun of 
possibly winning a great prize 
generously donated by busi-
nesses, clubs and organiza-
tions in bainbridge.

Cabin Fever Bowling 
Tournament:

Sponsored by: bainbridge 
chamber of commerce 
and reunite bainbridge 
committee 

where: galaxy bowl 
– bainbridge 

when: Saturday, March 25 
Three Squads: 10:00 a.m., 

12:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.
entry: separate fees for 

individuals or four-person 
teams; call galaxy bowl at 
967-8818

for fees.

Stop by galaxy bowl at 105 
North Main St., bainbridge to 
register teams today!

proceeds from the tourna-
ment will be used to purchase 
extra speakers for the commu-
nity sound system.

Other upcoming commu-
nity events:

bainbridge Jericho arts 
council Town hall Theatre 
and gallery Schedule

Saturday feb. 25 at 7 p.m. 
Slewfoot takes the stage. 

Slewfoot is a bluegrass 
band with a country twist. 
Tickets will be available at 
the door as well as before the 
show. That evening’s gallery 
artist is yet to be determined. 

SidNey - boy Scout 
Troop 88 will host an all-you-
can-eat pancake breakfast on 
Saturday, feb. 11 from 7 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. at the Sacred heart 
parish center, Liberty St., 
Sidney. The menu will feature 
pancakes, eggs, sausage and 
beverages.

The scouts are selling tick-
ets now, or tickets may be pur-
chased at the door. The scouts 
invite all to come and enjoy a 
fine breakfast and help sup-
port scouting in Troop 88.

Troop 88 meets Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. at the Sacred heart 

catholic parish center on 
Liberty St. boys ages 10 and 
older are welcome to come 
and see how much scouting 
has to offer.

for further information, 
call 561-1679. 

uNadiLLa - On Tuesday, 
feb. 28, St. Mathew’s episco-
pal church in unadilla will 
hold a pancake dinner from 
5-7 p.m.  

uNadiLLa - The unadil-
la presbyterian church will 
be holding an all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast on Satur-

day, feb. 11 from 8 - 11 a.m. 
proceeds will benefit pack 1 
of unadilla.

The meal will include pan-
cakes, sausage, eggs, juice and 
coffee.  

TreadweLL - On Satur-
day, March 4, the Treadwell 
Methodist church will be 
holding a breakfast from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

The meal will include pan-
cakes, scrambled eggs, sau-
sage and biscuits with sausage 
gravy.

panCakE Listing
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Fun Fact: Grapes are the most popular fruit in the world.

pOLiCE rEpOrt

pastOr’s pEn
by pastor ernie Varga, 

St. Luke’s Lutheran church, 
Sidney.

 “When a stranger sojourns 
with you in your land, you 
shall not do him wrong. You 
shall treat the stranger who 
sojourns with you as the na-
tive among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of 
Egypt: i am the Lord your 
god.” Leviticus, 19:33-34 
eSV

in the last weeks, we have 
heard a lot about those seek-
ing to enter our borders.  we 
have heard about the wall to 
separate us from Mexico and 
now we hear about refugees 
not being able to enter our 
land.  Our country has always 
been a place for refugees to 
seek a new life and for those 
seeking refuge from war or 
persecution. 

we see refugees and aliens 
as even a part of biblical his-
tory.  The patriarchs went to 
egypt because there was fam-

ine in the land of israel. Mary 
and Joseph fled to egypt to 
get away from what herod 
was going to do to the infants 
of bethlehem. if they didn’t 
seek refuge in egypt, the baby 
Jesus would have been killed 
before his time. 

if all of us would trace 
our ancestry backgrounds, 
we would see that unless we 
are Native americans, we all 
came from distant lands to find 
freedom and new lives here in 
america.  Many who came to 
our shores came because of 
famine, religious freedom or 
to come to a land filled with 
hope and opportunity.

So how, as a nation and as 
christians, should we treat the 
alien and the strangers that 
try to come to us for refuge? 
Scripture tells us we should 
treat them as “native among 
us,” and that we should love 
and respect them for who they 
are as people. They are part of 
our nation.  if we do not love 
and respect the alien and the 
stranger, we become racists 

and bigots.  is this what Je-
sus teaches us on how to live?  
have we become so hardened 
as a nation that we turn oth-
ers away from our boarders 
because of where they come 
from or their religion?

in a statement by the pre-
siding bishop of the evan-
gelical Lutheran church in 
america (eLca), bishop 
eaton states: “we must offer 
safety to people fleeing reli-
gious persecution regardless 
of their faith tradition.  chris-
tians and other religious mi-
norities suffer persecution and 
rightly deserve protection, but 
including additional criteria 
based on religion could have 
discriminatory effect that 
would go against our nation’s 
fundamental values related to 
freedom of religion.” 

we should not discriminate 
based on where a person came 
from or their religion or the 
color of their skin, or what 
they wear. if we discriminate 
one religion or people then 
maybe we should discrimi-

nate all religions.  i believe 
it is anti-christian to refuse 
people because of their skin 
color, origin of birth or re-
ligion.  This is not how we 
“make america great again.” 
we make america great by 
working with each other and 
recognizing that they are part 
of our society and benefit our 
nation with their talents and 
abilities. 

as christians, we cannot 
support a law or an order that 
discriminates against people 
coming to our boarders be-
cause of a nation of origin or 
religion.  Jesus calls us to be 
lights of the world.  being part 
of that light means that we 
stand up for those who have 
been marginalized and dis-
criminated against.  

in Matthew 25:35, Jesus 
said, “i was a stranger and you 
welcomed me.” Jesus not only 
commanded us to welcome 
the stranger and the alien into 
our homes and hearts; we 
must welcome Jesus himself.

SIDNEY POLICE DEPT.
Arrests:

uNadiLLa - Jan. 30: 
richard w. grow, 56, of un-
adilla, for two counts of third 
degree assault. 

baiNbridge - Jan. 30: 
amy L. gormley, 47, of bain-
bridge, for two counts of third 
degree assault. 

Jan. 30: Sabrina M. het-
rick, 33, of Sidney, for harass-
ment in the second degree. 

Jan. 30: amber a. hawley, 
21, of Sidney, for an arrest 
warrant.  

OXfOrd - Jan. 31: brett T. 
hufnagle, 21, of Oxford, for 
aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion in the third degree. 

SidNey - Jan. 31: wendy 
d. wright, 46, of Sidney, 
for criminal possession of a 
weapon in the fourth degree. 

OXfOrd - Jan. 31: Lola L. 

Luscomb, 31, of Oxford, for 
aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion in the third degree. 

geOrgeTOwN - feb. 4: 
Tonya gray, 46, of george-
town, for forged inspection.  

SidNey - feb. 5: Jason a. 
Lester, 35, of Sidney, for ag-
gravated unlicensed operation 
in the second degree.

DELAWARE CO. 
SHERIFF’S DEPT.

deLhi - On the night 
of friday, feb. 3, delaware 
county sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested and charged a 38-year-
old delhi man with attempted 
murder, unlawful imprison-
ment and criminal possession 
of a weapon following their 
investigation of a domestic 
dispute.

at approximately 9:22 p.m. 
sheriff’s deputies responded 
to a 911 call reporting a do-
mestic dispute at the buena 
Vista Motel located on State 
highway 28 in the town of 
delhi called in by the female 

victim.
The victim reported that 

she had escaped from her 
motel room where her boy-
friend had held her captive 
and beaten her before she was 
able to escape to call 911.  The 
victim further reported that 
as deputies were responding 
to her 911 call the assailant 
chased her down and again 
began to punch and kick her 
before dragging her back 
into the motel room where he 
brutally beat her with a glass 
bottle causing her to suffer se-
rious physical injury, includ-
ing multiple lacerations to the 
face and legs and the loss of 
several teeth.

upon arrival at the scene 
deputies arrested the assailant 
who was identified as 38-year-
old Jamal S. abrams, former 
resident of herkimer and 
brooklyn, N.y.

The victim was transport-
ed to O’connor hospital by 
delhi emergency Squad and 
was subsequently transferred 
to u.h.S. wilson hospital 
in Johnson city for further 

treatment.
following an investiga-

tion by deputies, abrams 
was charged with a number 
of felony offenses includ-
ing attempted murder in the 
second degree, assault in the 
first degree and unlawful im-
prisonment in the first degree 
as well as the class a misde-
meanor offense of criminal 
possession of a weapon in the 
fourth degree.  The defendant 
was later arraigned in front of 
Judge gumo at delhi Town 
court and was remanded to 
the delaware county Jail in 
lieu of $100,000 cash bail 
or $200,000 bail bond.  Two 
active bench warrants for 
abrams’s arrest held by the 
herkimer police department 
were also filed with the dela-
ware county correctional fa-
cility as detainers.

deputies were assisted 
by members of the NyS po-
lice and the delhi police 
department.

Local Business Owner Chimes in on Sidney Well Drilling

i was surprised to read in this week’s paper about the new 
well being drilled to eliminate manganese from our water. 
while this is good news, manganese is not a new surprise. we 
have had manganese in our water at our store location on State 
route 7 since i first worked there in 1965.

we have always been told that it was not harmful or a prob-
lem and the NyS health department has never made any objec-
tions to it in the 35 years that i have owned the store.

Marian L. Johnson
endwell
Sidney Tastee Treat

 

Local Voices Concerns Over Sidney Water
Tri-Town News:
Thank you for the 1-19 ar-

ticle on the village of Sidney’s 
search for a new well. i’d like 
to expand upon the issue of 
high levels of manganese in 
drinking water, and the as-
sociated health concerns. al-
though Mayor Matviak stated 
there are none, the truth is that 
science has made real advanc-
es in the years since andy and 
i walked the halls of our high 
school. These include signifi-
cant progress in document-
ing the very real dangers of 
manganese.

Manganese is a mineral 
that is found in nature. The 
trace amounts in our drink-
ing water are actually healthy 
– funny how nature takes 
care of that. it is when man-
ganese is used in industry, 
and disposed of improperly, 
that it creates a health hazard. 
unnatural levels in drinking 
water are absolutely cause for 
concern.

Manganese from industrial 
waste is associated to a range 
of disorders. These include 
(but are not limited to) a bio-
phasic disorder that resembles 
parkinson’s in adults and in-
tellectual impairment in chil-
dren. This is, by no coinci-
dence, exactly why a new well 
is being sought for the village.

about 35 years ago, when 
the village of Sidney was 
looking to replace the toxic 
wells on railroad ave., i told 
the then-mayor that i thought 
he should explain the health 
risks to local residents. he 
said that he didn’t want to 
“cause a panic.” in my opin-
ion, engaging in a factual, 
open and honest discussion 
about these issues is the best 
way to avoid both ignorance 
and panic.

Sincerely,
patrick r. Mcelligott
knappsville Station

Registration for Bright Hill Winter Literary 
Workshops and Book Club Open Now

TreadweLL - bright 
hill press & bright hill Lit-
erary center of the catskills, 
located at 94 church St., 
Treadwell, announces its 24th 
annual winter Literary work-
shops for kids program and 
its winter/spring bright kids 
book club meetings.

bright kids book club 
concludes its discussion of 
The Fighting Ground, a revo-
lutionary war novel by avi on 
Saturday, feb. 11, from 12:30 
- 1:30 p.m. 

The next book to be read 
and discussed will be Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Pe-
culiar Children by ransom 
riggs; free copies of the book 
will be available at bright 
hill, starting wednesday, 
feb. 1. 

all programs take place 
at the bright hill Literary 
center. franklin residents 
Lorinda Morgan and wendy 
barckhaus lead the book club 
sessions, and refreshments are 

served.
registration for bright 

hill’s winter Literary work-
shops for kids has been ex-
tended to feb. 13. all bright 
hill literary workshops in-
clude writing and visual 
arts. children ages 6-14 are 
eligible. Students in grades 
7-12 (ages 12-18) are eligible 
for the winter Teen intensive 
workshop. workshops are led 
by bertha rogers, executive 
director and master teach-
ing artist. There is a fee, but 
bright hill also offers full 
and partial scholarships to 
permanent residents of dela-
ware and Otsego counties.

The two workshops are: 
1. winter Literary work-

shop for kids, ages 6 - 14 - 
who has Seen the wind?

it takes place for five con-
secutive days - february 20 
- 24, from 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
- during ONc and dcMO 
bOceS winter break. dur-
ing the workshop, kids will 

learn about the physics of 
wind: what causes wind, how 
it moves, how it changes.

They will build wind 
chimes and kites and write 
legends and poems about the 
wind. On the final morning of 
the workshop, performer/mu-
sician carl welden and poet 
robert Milby of rosendale 
will teach a mini-workshop 
on reading poems to the ac-
companiment of the theremin, 
an instrument invented by 
Leo Theremin. for the par-
ents’ program, the students 
will read their poems and 
riddles, accompanied by carl 
on theremin. 

Snacks will be included, 
but kids should bring their 
own lunches.

2. winter Teen intensive 
workshop, ages 13 - 18 - wind 
works. This workshop will 
take place on two Saturdays, 
March 4 and 11, from 9 a.m. 
- 2:30 p.m. This workshop is 
also led by rogers.

during the workshop, high-
school students will study 
how wind works, write stories 
about wind and its effects and 
build their own working wind 
turbines. On the last after-
noon, participants will pres-
ent their writing and turbines 
in a program for parents and 
friends. 

This workshop is limited 
to seven high school students. 
Snacks will be included, but 
students should bring their 
own lunches. The second 
day ends with a mini-exhibit 
and program for parents and 
relatives and friends.

for registration forms 
and more information, visit 
www.brighthillpress.org, call 
829-5055, write to bhc, 94 
church St., Treadwell, N.y. 
13846 or e-mail bright hill at 
wordthur@stny.rr.com.

Praise & Pizza is Feb. 11 
at Unadilla Center UMC

uNadiLLa ceNTer - 
The unadilla center united 
Methodist church will hold 
its special Saturday service, 
“praise and pizza” on feb. 11 
at 5 p.m. 

This month’s program will 
feature a Valentine’s day 
theme with a take home proj-
ect. as always, worship will 
include music, prayer, and 
biblical inspiration followed 

by free pizza.  coffee, tea and 
water will be provided.  

The church is located at 
1203 butternut rd. in unadil-
la. Special Saturday praise 
and pizza services are held 
the second Saturday of each 
month.  The programs are in-
formal and creative.  dress is 
casual and there is always free 
pizza.

Oneonta DAR to Meet 
Feb. 11

ONeONTa - The Oneonta 
chapter of the daughters of 
the american revolution will 
meet Saturday, feb. 11 at 1:00 
p.m. at the Masonic Temple, 
322 Main St. doug brenner 
will present a program on the 
washington chapel at Valley 
forge. Members, husbands 
and prospective members are 
encouraged to attend.

any woman, at least 18 
years of age, with an ances-
tor who was a patriot in the 
revolutionary war and who 
embraces the dar values of 
patriotism, education and his-
toric preservation, is eligible 
to join the dar. 

for more information, call 
334-5756.
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SIDNEY
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 12, 1992
action on a proposed 

amendment to a local law 
that would prohibit the use 
of buildings on Main St. for 
wholesaling was postponed 
by the Sidney Village board 
following a public hearing in 
early february of ‘92. at the 
time, board members said 
they wanted to “get a bet-
ter definition” of retail and 
wholesale business before 
taking definitive action. 

The decision to seek more 
concrete terms came after vil-
lage residents spoke out at a 
public hearing held prior to 
the regular board meeting.  

“we don’t want to go 
through the motions of a pub-
lic hearing and ram it down 
their throats until we have re-
searched things better,” said 
then-mayor elwood “dixie” 
davis. davis said the board 
was considering the changes 
to the zoning laws because of 
concerns expressed to them 
that Main St. would become 
a wholesale block rather than 
retail. 

buildings already in use 
would not be affected, thanks 
to a grandfather clause. how-
ever, several property own-
ers, including attorney paul 
hoskins and jewelry whole-
saler Jerry conklin, were 
present at the initial hearing. 

Then-president of the Sid-
ney chamber of commerce, 
paul hamilton, Sr., noted that 
he was troubled over “the lack 
of foot traffic on Main St.” re-
sultant of more wholesale and 
fewer retail businesses.  

a veterans’ support group 
formed in Sidney thanks to 
members of the Sidney Vfw, 
the Sidney elks Lodge, the 
Sidney Moose Lodge, the Sid-
ney american Legion and the 
Vietnam Veterans of ameri-
can, ch. No. 85. The group 
was formed to retain the de-
partment of Veterans affairs 
in the Sidney civic center. 

a spokesperson for the 

group said that the organiza-
tions involved felt that “the of-
fice is important to veterans in 
the tri-town area.”

 
BAINBRIDGE

25 YEARS AGO
Feb. 12, 1992

Two new playgrounds in 
bainbridge came closer to 
fruition following a feb. 4 
meeting with a representative 
of big Toys company, where-
in the rep showed members 
of the b-g playground com-
mittee the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of 
potential constructions.

after the meeting, which 
included a slideshow of pos-
sibilities, committee members 
were tasked with choosing 
the playground elements and 
narrowing the many options. 
The focus needed to be par-
ticularly on age appropriate-
ness, as one playground was 
planned for the younger kids 
at guilford and the other older 
children at greenlawn. 

following the presentation, 
the committee planned to call 
on community members and 
parents for input regarding 
choices like types of slides 
and bars versus rings.  

 
BAINBRIDGE

50 YEARS AGO
Feb. 8, 1967

plans to develop a state 
park ten mile south of bain-
bridge at North Sanford were 
declared “sidetracked.”

five years prior the state 
purchased 560 acres in the 
North Sanford area with a 
plan to create a 76-acre arti-
ficial lake and surrounding 
park, similar to bowman’s 
Lake of Oxford. The 500 
acres adjoined more state-
owned land on both the east 
and west, with a great deal of 
that land available for devel-
opment into a state park. 

in November of 1966, vot-
ers approved a $200 million 
bond issue to finance the de-
velopment of state outdoor 
recreation facilities. Much of 
said funds were earmarked 

for development of state parts 
and the hope was that that in-
cluded the proposed park at 
North Sanford.

a year after approving the 
bond, no financial arrange-
ments had yet been made for 
the park and no construction 
scheduled. a spokesperson 
for the conservation depart-
ment said at the time that they 
would take action first where 
a locality shows the greatest 
interest.  

SIDNEY
50 YEARS AGO

Feb. 1, 1967
The former cummings 

Store building on Main St. 
was purchased by the insur-
ance firm of Mang, bowne, 
hayward and Tenney, inc. in 
early ’67. 

The plan at the time was to 
completely renovate the build-
ing and hire the architectural 
firm of Tallman and Tallman, 
of ithaca, to design a new front 
for the building. Tallman and 
Tallman had also refaced and 
designed the gelder Medical 
clinic building, the Methodist 
church addition and several 
other public buildings in the 
area.  

UNADILLA
75 YEARS AGO

FEB. 6, 1942
Two unadilla central 

schoolboys were severely 
injured shortly after being 
struck by a westbound freight 
train that hurled into a ditch 
alongside the tracks. The 
two remained in the ditch for 
more than half an hour before 
one of the boys regained con-
sciousness and made his way 
to the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
herman bard.

according to school au-
thorities, the two had attended 
the morning session and left 
the building after 12:20 p.m. 
Time of the accident was ap-
proximately 12:35, according 
to the station agent, who said 
that two trains had passed at 
that time. 

dedicated to improving our 
quality of life,” said Sell-
itti, listing the group’s three 
main focuses as providing 
and organizing community 
events, water preservation and 
beautification. 

describing the catalyst of 
the sign-raising project, Sell-
itti said, “[The library] was 
really difficult to see, so we 
thought, what better way to 
improve the hamlet and help 
out the library at the same 
time?”

Sellitti thanked all donors 
and organizers, but especially 
the members of the Sidney 
Memorial public Library 
board for their “very enthu-
siastic” support. “They came 
through for us,” remarked 
Sellitti. 

The sign, which is hunter 
green accented with spare 
cream-colored images and 

large, deeply carved gold 
lettering, bears an ernest 
hemingway quote at the top: 
“There is no friend as loyal 
as a book.” Jody isaacson, a 
member of the Scig involved 
with the sign’s design process, 
admitted that more than an 
hour was spent in selecting 
just the right quote. gestur-
ing his appreciation to Stein-
bacher, who attended the rib-
bon cutting, Sellitti added, “it 
really came out nice. To my 
mind, it’s perfect.”  

Sellitti also gave special 
thanks to the howes of Jess f. 
howes building Supplies, as 
they donated materials for the 
sign. “They’re always excited 
about projects in Sidney cen-
ter,” said Sellitti. 

in closing, carol behan, 
another Scig member and 
former english teacher, toast-
ed the crowd at large, saying, 

“Libraries are hugely impor-
tant…so congratulations to 
you all for being who you are 
to this community.” isaacson 
noted that, descending into 
Sidney center proper in the 
late afternoon, the gold let-
tering of the sign catches the 
setting sun just so and shines 
“like a beacon of hope.”  To 
that, Sellitti added, “being 
here is a really great thing.”

The Sidney center Li-
brary, located at 10599 co. 
hwy 23, is open Mondays, 1 
to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays, 3:30 to 8 
p.m.; wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.; Thursdays, 3:30 to 8 
p.m.; fridays, 1 to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The library is closed Sundays. 
for more information, visit 
www.SidneyLibrary.org and 
click the ‘branches’ tab or call 
369-7500.

NEW LIFE CONTINUED

concerns “seemingly…fall on 
deaf ears,” hesse read out, “if 
this pattern continues, the un-
atego School district will lose 
the support of the community 
taxpayers who [comprise] 
their bread and butter.” here 
hesse invited bOe members 
to “read between the lines.” 

hesse also read, “we 
strongly believe that two or 
three conversations is not 
enough for a decision of this 
magnitude.”

from the audience Otego 
resident bill Sears proposed 
the district employ a consul-
tant for the express purpose of 
planning how best to consoli-
date all students into the mid-
dle/high school building, the 
solution that has come to feel 
most tenable amongst com-
munity and bOe members 
alike. (however, the rub, for 
cpeST/acceSS members, 
is that the process of merging 
all unatego students into one 
centralized building would 
mean closing Otego elemen-
tary at the end of the 2016/17 
school year and housing all 
k-5 students in unadilla el-
ementary for the roughly five 
years it would take to ready 
the high school for such an 
influx.)

Sears echoed the memoran-
dum, saying, “There needs to 
be much more thought.” call-
ing for an “equitable” deci-
sion, Sears encouraged the 
board to “close both buildings 
or no buildings.” 

area realtor carol Olsen 
called the facility study’s data 
and suggestion of likely unaf-
fected real estate values and 
tax rates “so biased.” Olsen 
pointed out that the Otego 
school grounds cover 16.3 
acres, while unadilla only 
7.6 and argued that the bOe 
“owes Otego at least another 
year to make the decision.” 

Like Sears, audience mem-
ber carolee byrnes implored 
the bOe to bring in a profes-
sional to reevaluate the spe-
cific question of consolidat-
ing the student body into one 
building. citing rooms in the 
middle/high school building 
that go “underutilized,” by-
rnes commented that unadil-
la’s building is more costly to 
run, is in the flood plain and 
doesn’t have the grounds that 
Otego does. “a lot of options 
haven’t really been looked at,” 
alleged byrnes. 

after a lengthy public com-
ment portion, the members of 
unatego’s bOe delivered their 
own opinions and recommen-
dations after months of formal 
silence on the matter.  

first to speak, long-
time bOe member richard 

downey began by referenc-
ing the district’s prior grade 
configuration/building clo-
sure crisis, saying, “we’ve 
been at this since 2009 and 
we’ve worked through trying 
to be equitable to all parties 
concerned.” 

calling the situation “un-
thinkable,” downey never-
theless said he feels “we have 
to go with unadilla.” To that, 
downey added, “The possi-
bility of floods, parking, etc. 
can be planned for.” 

extolling the virtues 
of eventual consolidation, 
downey pointed out that stu-
dents would gain back an 
estimated thirteen days of in-
struction time currently lost 
to bussing and listed “easier 
supervision” as another pro 
of centralizing. downey did 
admit that ultimately closing 
both village schools would 
not benefit the villages or 
their residents. “The concept 
of a neighborhood school be-
comes lost,” said downey.

downey advised closing 
Otego in July of 2017 and “al-
lowing flexible time to plan for 
unadilla to close,” alongside 
establishing a facilities com-
mittee immediately, exploring 
repurposing options for both 
buildings (downey himself 
shared extensive personal re-
search on nine regional school 
buildings that overcame clo-
sure by way of successful and 
creative repurposing), and 
digging into the issue of the 
“off kilter” equalization rates 
between the two villages. 

following downey, bOe 
member kathy Stockert stat-
ed, “unadilla was built to hold 
more students, but not perma-
nently. i see us closing both 
schools. it is my wish that we 
close both schools and move 
all [students] here. There’s so 
much more we can do with 
one campus.” 

Stockert also speculated 
that, given its proximity to 
Oneonta, Otego’s building 
could make for a more desir-
able rental or lease option. 

expressing that, without a 
building closure she fears the 
district’s ultimate dissolution, 
Stockert closed with the fol-
lowing John wooden quote: 
“failure is not fatal, but a fail-
ure to change might be.” 

board member florian rey-
da, an integral part of the un-
atego united movement dur-
ing the 2009 reconfiguration, 
acknowledged that, “keeping 
both buildings open and run-
ning a budget that doesn’t 
raise taxes is not an option.” 
while not directly recom-
mending Otego’s closure, 
reyda said, “This is heavy on 

my heart, but something that 
would break my heart worse 
is if this district failed.”

from the board Jay Mc-
dermott suggested putting 
pre-k through second grade 
in the high school building 
and moving third through 
sixth graders into unadilla 
elementary, in an effort to 
keep students closer in age 
but developmentally unready 
to comingle separate. he also 
applauded downey’s research 
efforts and said repurposing 
of buildings is “absolutely 
what should happen,” though 
reminded community mem-
bers that seeking out that kind 
of solution was their obliga-
tion and note the board’s. Mc-
dermott also expressed that a 
repurposing effort “shouldn’t 
just be open-ended” and that 
overseers of such an efforts 
should “put a clock on it” 
from the outset. 

in closing Mcdermott of-
fered, “My vote is going to go 
to closing Otego and restruc-
turing in a meaningful way.” 

James Salisbury was the 
lone bOe member to come 
out in overt opposition to an 
Otego elementary closure. 
Salisbury said he would “pre-
fer closing both schools at the 
same time and building an 
addition on the high school.” 
while Salisbury said, “finan-
cially i understand that we 
have to close a building,” he 
also said, “i still will not vote 
to close Otego.” 

To the crowd and the bOe, 
superintendent dr. david 
richards reiterated that the 
length of time needed to proj-
ect plan for an addition onto 
the preexisting middle/high 
school building (an estimat-
ed five years) parallels when 
the district expects to retire 
some of its long-term debt. 
five years is also the duration 
proposed to keep unadilla’s 
building open for, provided 
Otego elementary closed this 
school year.

“frankly,” said richards, “i 
want to keep unatego open. 
we do great things with our 
kids. i want that to continue. 
but we’re at that point where 
we need to do something. i’m 
telling the board, if we don’t 
close a building this year, i 
won’t be able to balance the 
budget.” richards also stated, 
“if we don’t close a school it’s 
going to involve significant 
staffing cuts and it’s going to 
decimate programming for 
students.” 

Now that the board major-
ity stands in favor of an im-
mediate closure, the unatego 
board of education antici-
pates a Monday, feb. 13 vote. 

TENSIONS CONTINUED
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This is a very friendly country & bluegrass 
jam open to the public. Bring your 

instrument to play or just come and watch!

Donations are appreciated, but not required.

This is the same as the Covered Bridge 
Jam moved here for February

Acoustic Music Jam 7-10 p.m.
Feb. 10th

at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
139 W. Main St. in Sidney

Wittkamper-Allshouse 
Wedding

LiNThicuM, Md. - kar-
en kathleen wittkamper and 
kristopher alan allshouse 
were married on Sunday, May 
29, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. at gaver 
farm in Mt. airy, Md. in the 
barn with twinkly lights. The 
wedding was officiated by the 
reverend harold b. wright 
and the reception followed 
immediately in the same 
location.

The bride is the daughter 
of John and Valerie (ander-
son) wittkamper of freder-
ick, Md., while the groom is 
the son of gary and Susan 
allshouse of pasadena, Md. 
karen’s sister Julia wittkam-
per served as maid of honor 
and kris’s long-time friend, 
Luke harella, was best man. 

karen is the granddaughter 
of the late derwin and grace 
anderson of Sidney. 

The bride, 27, went to Salis-
bury university for her bS in 
math education and to Mc-
daniel college for her MS in 
curriculum and instruction. 
She currently teaches high 
school math. The groom, 30, 
earned his bS in general man-
agement from indiana univer-
sity of pennsylvania and now 
manages a retail store. The 
couple met on-line and it was 
“love at first date.”

karen and kris, after a hon-
eymoon cruise to italy, greece 
and Turkey, are at home in 
Linthicum, Md. with their two 
dogs, Jake and beckett. 

Red Cross Lifeguard, Waterfront Lifeguard & Review 
Courses Offered in Afton

afTON - afton central 
School’s adult and continu-
ing education program will 
offer red cross lifeguard-
ing, waterfront lifeguarding 
and lifeguard review courses 
beginning feb. 27 and con-
tinuing until March 27. This 
is a full instructor-led course 
including first aid, cpr/aed, 
blood borne pathogen safe-
ty, lifeguard and waterfront 
skills. The course is sched-
uled for the following dates 
from 6-9 p.m.: feb. 27, 28; 
March 2, 6, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 20, 
22, 23 and 27 with a makeup 

date of March 28. There is a 
fee for this course, which in-
cludes the red cross fee and 
a cpr mask.

all persons interested must 
come feb. 27 to receive orien-
tation material and complete 
a prerequisite swimming test, 
which will include swimming 
300 yards (lifeguard); swim-
ming 550 yards (waterfront 
lifeguard) without stopping; 
treading water with no hands 
for two minutes; swimming 
20 yards, retrieving a brick 
from at least a seven-foot 
depth and returning to start 

in less than one minute, 40 
seconds; and, for waterfront 
candidates, swimming under-
water to retrieve three rings 
about five yards apart in shal-
low water.

The lifeguard manual for 
the course can be downloaded 
or purchased from the red 
cross website; download is 
free.

candidates who register for 
the review course must hold 
a current certification, do the 
prerequisite swims and attend 
the first class and other identi-
fied sessions. There is no chal-

lenge course. There is a fee for 
this course.

all candidates must be in 
good enough health to com-
plete the swimming compo-
nents of the course as well as 
the cpr and first aid skills 
section.

To register and for informa-
tion regarding the fee, please 
call June white, afton cen-
tral School’s adult and con-
tinuing education program 
director at 639-2811.

Sign Up Now for 
Recreational Sports in 
Sidney

SidNey - Sign-ups are 
now open for village of Sid-
ney recreation baseball, soft-
ball and t-ball. This year no 
forms will be sent home, but 
are available at the Sidney el-
ementary School office, the 
village clerk’s office, in the 
Sidney civic center and on-
line at the village of Sidney 
website: www.villageofsidney.

org return filled out forms 
by the deadline stated on the 
forms to ensure your child is 
placed on a team. The minor 
and major league baseball 
and the Quad-county Soft-
ball League will be travelling 
again this season. 

for questions, contact amy 
Nordberg at recreation@villa-
geofsidney.org or at 561-2328.

Sidney Center Sisters 
Earn Dean’s List Honors

SidNey ceNTer - em-
ily bartz, a flute performance 
major, was recognized for 
achieving the highest dean’s 
list honors at roberts wes-
leyan college in rochester 
for maintaining a gpa be-
tween 3.9-4.0 for the fall 2016 
semester.

currently a senior, bartz 
has been on the dean’s list the 

last seven semesters. 
Naomi bartz, a freshman 

majoring in nursing, was also 
awarded highest honors on 
the fall 2016 dean’s list. em-
ily and Naomi are the daugh-
ters of Timothy and Michelle 
bartz of Sidney center.

Furry Friends Photo 
Exhibit is This Weekend 
in Cooperstown

cOOperSTOwN - The 
staff of Susquehanna animal 
Shelter welcomes the public to 
join them on friday, feb. 10 at 
5 p.m. for the “furry friends 
photo exhibit.” Otsego Land 
Trust and Susquehanna ani-
mal Shelter will be presenting 
a gallery of photos from their 
2015-2016 photo contest: “fo-
cus on Our furry friends.”

The gallery will be held at 
Susquehanna animal Shelter 
at 4841 Ny-28 cooperstown. 
both organizations welcome 
the community to come by on 
friday, feb. 10 at 5 p.m. for 
refreshments, to learn more 
about both organizations and 
to see some great pictures of 
pets.

Otsego Land Trust is a 
small, 501(c)3 non-for-profit 
organization conserving the 

natural heritage of woodlands, 
farmlands and waters that sus-
tain rural communities, pro-
mote public health, support 
wildlife diversity and inspire 
the human spirit.

The Susquehanna animal 
Shelter (TheSaS) is a 501(c)3 
private, independent, non-
profit organization founded 
in 1916 committed to bring 
about a time when there are 
no more homeless animals. 
The goal of SaS is for every 
companion animal to be guar-
anteed a loving home.

for more information, con-
tact Jonathan press, OLT’s 
community engagement coor-
dinator, by email: jon@otse-
golandtrust.org or by calling 
547-2366.

Bowin’ the Strings to 
Perform in Coffeehouse 
Series Feb. 19

waLTON - The trio 
bowin’ the Strings will ap-
pear at the coffeehouse at the 
Theatre on Sunday, feb. 19,  at 
6 p.m.   pennsylvania fiddlers 
Laura kortright and Steve Ja-
cobi with guitarist craig geh-
rig are sure to delight the au-
dience with lively, traditional, 
boot-stomping dance tunes.  

These three musicians are 
part of a larger dance band 
active in the honesdale, pa. 
area.  The group plays regu-
larly for dances and concerts 
there and beyond.  

coffeehouse at the Theatre, 
sponsored by Music on the 
delaware, features local and 

regional acoustic musicians in 
a casual, intimate setting on 
the second floor of the wal-
ton Theatre.  doors will open 
at 5:30 p.m. and the perfor-
mance begins at 6 p.m.  The 
event is free, with donations 
welcomed.  desserts and cof-
fee and tea will be served.

future coffeehouse perfor-
mances include eileen Mc-
intyre and friends on March 
19, bill Seneschal and don 
gilkinson on april 23, walton 
young artists on May 7 and 
Linda hickman on May 15.  

for more information, see 
www.waltontheatre.org.

Monday Movie at the Moon to Raise 
Political Questions, Feb. 13

NOrwich - continuing 
with its mission of increasing 
awareness of programs that 
provide opportunities for in-
terested residents to network 
and strengthen community 
ties, the local volunteer orga-
nization, Link and Live Local, 
is pleased to sponsor the next 
upcoming Monday Movie at 
the Moon program in Nor-
wich, where two short films 
will be shown.

The first, Can a Divided 
America Heal? (20 min.), by 
social psychologist Jonathan 
haidt, examines the moral 
bases of our political choices. 
with an eye on the recent 
negative, partisan, presiden-
tial election, he describes the 
patterns of thinking, includ-
ing historical causes, that 
led to such sharp divisions 
in america, while providing 
a vision for how the country 
might heal and move forward.

in the second film, The 
Other Superpower (30 min.), 
social entrepreneur and au-
thor, paul hawken, delivers 

a gripping presentation that 
illuminates the premise of 
his bestselling book, Blessed 
Unrest. he argues that the 
biggest mass movement in 
history, spurred by ongoing 
climate change, is unfolding 
worldwide in all civil societ-
ies. with rich roots found in 
indigenous culture as well 
as in the environmental and 
social justice movements, 
this developing movement 
promises to transform global 
society.

all are invited to this event 
at the bohemian Moon res-
taurant, 103 east Main St., 
Norwich on Monday, feb. 13. 
The film will start promptly at 
6:30 p.m.; there is no admis-
sion charge. 

as an option, persons who 
wish may arrive at 5:30 pm 
to share a buffet dinner for a 
charge; a cash bar will also be 
available. 

for more information, 
leave a call back number at 
334-9480.

Enjoy Hand Sewing Workshop 
at Sidney Library Feb. 18

SidNey - Visit the Sidney Memorial public Library for a 
fun and creative sewing workshop on Saturday, feb. 18, at 1 
p.m. 

No need to bring a machine, this is a hand sewing project. it’s 
fun to create “hexies,” material hexagons out of fabric circles.  
Sew them together, and you have a table runner in the size of 
your preference. Library volunteer, Lori white, will lead par-
ticipants through the process of creating this unique sewing 
project. 

Stop in the library to register and get a list of materials to 
bring. a sample of the runner is on display now in the circula-
tion desk display case.  register today to reserve a spot in this 
great winter workshop. it’s free and open to the public.
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ObituariEs

“In Memoriam” ads 

may be placed by 

calling 607-561-

3526 or e-mailing 

advertising@

tritownnews.com

Letters to the Editor are appreciated. 

However, because of space and 

subject considerations we are limited 

in the number of letters we can publish. 

Our long standing policy is that we 

do not publish letters that are printed 

free of charge on the editorial page 

supporting or in opposition to any 

candidate seeking public office or any 

item up for public vote in the last issue 

before the vote; only paid ads can be 

accepted. All letters must be signed 

and represent the opinion of the letter 

writer and not necessarily that of the 

newspaper. The deadline for submitting 

a Letter to the Editor is Monday at 4 

p.m. of the current week.

Bainbridge Memorial Works, Inc.
– A family owned business since 1927 –

Granite Monuments – Markers
Cemetery Lettering & Cleaning
Expert Guidance without Obligation

92 No. Main St., Bainbridge BRAD AND JUDY VOLKERT
967-3986 GARY AND LINDSEY GIFFORD

“Our Guarantee Lasts a Lifetime”

Monuments

Emily Eileen Barnett 
Ruland

SidNey - emily eileen 
barnett ruland, 17, passed 
away unexpectedly on Jan. 
24, 2017 in coupeville, wash., 
where she was residing.  She 
was born on March 3, 1999 
in Sidney and grew up there.  
emily was a vibrant, young, 
pretty girl with a sweet voice 
who loved to sing.  She loved 
nature, animals and drawing. 
her beautiful smile would 
light up a room.  She was 
loved by many and will be 
missed by all.

She is survived by: her hus-
band, Johnathan ruland; fa-
ther and step-mother, James 
barnett Jr. and barbara Scott; 
mother and step-father, ronda 
and richard Landress; sib-
lings: eva and erik Landress; 
paternal grandparents, James 
barnett Sr. and Susan bar-
nett; maternal grandfather 
and step-grandmother, ronald 
Nolan, Jr. and hannah Nolan; 
maternal grandmother, Janie 
Nolan and many uncles, aunts 
and cousins.

funeral services were feb. 
7 at c.h. Landers funeral 
chapel, 21 Main St., Sidney. 

in lieu of flowers, donations 
in emily’s memory may be di-
rected to the delaware Valley 
humane Society, 101 e. Main 
St., Sidney. condolences and 
memories may be shared with 
her family online at www.
landersfh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers fu-
neral chapel, Sidney.   

May E. Cummings
baiNbridge - May e. 

cummings, 90, of bainbridge, 
passed away feb. 4, 2017 at 
chenango Memorial Nursing 
facility in Norwich.  

She was born May 13, 1926, 
daughter of the late June and 
Loretta (brown) howland in 
walton.

May is survived by her son, 
John (Sandy) cummings; 
daughters, ruth Macder-
mott, Linda palmatier and 
Jean (José) garcia; daughter-
in-law, donna palmatier; 
several grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and great-
great grandchildren. May also 
raised two foster girls, gaydel 
and Shiela.

May is also predeceased by 
her husband, Sherl; son, clif-
ford; daughter, rosemery and 
son-in-law, douglas; as well 
as two brothers, harry and 
herb howland and a sister, 
Skeet Slade.

May had a passion for dolls, 
old and new, and she held ce-
ramic classes for many years.  
She also loved the outdoors.  

The family would like to 
thank chenango Memorial 
Nursing home and hospice 
of chenango county for their 
compassionate care.  

friends may call Thursday, 

feb. 9 from 6 to 8 p.m. at c. 
h. Landers funeral chapel, 21 
Main St., Sidney.

graveside services will be 
at a later date in greenlawn 
cemetery in bainbridge.

donations in May’s name 
can be made to hospice and 
palliative care of chenango 
county, 21 hayes St., Nor-
wich, N.y., 13815

condolences and memories 
may be share online at www.
landersfh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers fu-
neral chapel, 21 Main Street, 
Sidney. 

Hans C. Frye
SidNey - it is with great 

sadness that his family an-
nounces the passing of hans 
christian frye on dec. 19, 
2016. hans was born March 
16, 1967 in crawfordsville, 
ind. and moved to upstate 
N.y. as a youth. he graduated 
from Sidney high School in 
1985, where he participated 
in Olympics of the Mind. he 
continued his education after 
high school, majoring in ac-
counting at the central city 
business institute. 

during his life hans was 
devoted to many civic and 
charitable activities. hans was 
an eagle Scout and inducted 
into the Order of the arrow. 
as a young adult hans was 
very active in the Moose club 
and adult scouting activities. 
hans was involved in scouting 
his entire life. after moving to 
florida in 2004, hans was ac-
tive in the kiwanis and greek 
club. Throughout his life 
hans was a dedicated numis-
matist and avid reader. he was 
a master of trivia and enjoyed 
golfing and bowling. in the 
past few years hans took up 
“Texas hold ‘em” and was a 
faithful player at the Mulberry 
recreation center.

hans is survived by a large 
extended family, including 
mother and stepfather, chris-
tina (brusa) and craig Truhn 
of The Villages, fla.; father, 
wendell frye of franklin and 
grandmother, dorothy Truhn 
of Lady Lake, fla. his sib-
lings include karl frye (gail), 
Sidney; erik frye, annandale, 
Va.; franz frye, bethesda, 
Md.; Johanna Van duesen 
(ryan), franklin and Stepha-
nie Olmstead, South New ber-
lin. hans is also survived by 
three nieces and six nephews, 
and several aunts and uncles.

a memorial mass was cele-
brated Jan. 14, 2017 at St. Tim-
othy roman catholic church 
in The Villages. a celebration 
of life reception followed at 
Mullberry grove recreation 
center.

in lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to the Leatherstocking 
council of the boy Scouts of 
america c/o christina Truhn, 
1345 ballesteros drive, The 
Villages, florida, 32162. con-
tributions will provide camp 
scholarships for underprivi-
leged rural youths of Sidney 
and franklin, Troops 88, 24 
and 8. 

burial will be in pros-
pect cemetery, Sidney, in the 
springtime. 

Rev. Alfred “Lewis” Payne
wiNdSOr - The rev. al-

fred “Lewis” payne, 105, went 
to his heavenly home on Sun-
day, Jan. 29, 2017. his firm be-
lief in the Lord Jesus framed 
his entire life and provided 
his ultimate hope in the end. 
Those he leaves behind can re-
joice in the fact that his worn-
out body has been made new 
and he has now found great 
joy in heaven. 

Lewis was born Jan. 6, 1912 
in Ouaquaga to the late rev. 
James and Nellie payne, both 
free Methodist pastors. Lew-
is lost his sight when he was 
twelve years old. after the 
doctors had given up on him, 
his sight was miraculously re-
stored by his mother’s prayers.

after several school inter-
ruptions, he finally returned 
to windsor high School and 
graduated as salutatorian in 
1932.  he then went to eastern 
Nazarene college and gradu-
ated with a degree in philoso-
phy in 1936. 

following graduation, he 
married his childhood sweet-
heart, kathryn, and began 
pastoring in philadelphia, 
pa. Over the next 35 years he 
pastored in N.y. churches in 
allaben, ferndale, windsor 
and Maplecrest. in pennsylva-
nia, he pastored at bowman’s 
creek and Lawsville. he also 
pastored in Newark, N.J. and 
providence, r.i. addition-
ally, he had several years as 
an evangelist throughout the 
Northeast and served terms 
as district superintendent 
and one term as conference 
superintendent. 

after retiring, he served 
as supply pastor for several 
churches in the binghamton/
Occanum/windsor area.  for 
24 years Lewis was a mem-
ber and, for the last five years 
chairman, of the board of 
trustees of heritage Village, 
a retirement home for mis-
sionaries and pastors at gerry, 
near Jamestown, N.y. he drew 
the first blueprint sketches 
for two new apartment build-
ings there in cooperation with 
the manager, the rev. harold 
Schwab. 

Lewis was also widely 
known as an accomplished 
musician, singer and artist in 
both chalk and oils. 

Mostly, he will be remem-
bered as a gentle man of god.

Lewis is survived by his 
sons, donald, richard and 
david and his daughter, Joan 
deLong; his grandchildren, 
kathryn Mcpherson, diane 
Swingler, crystal hampton, 
ashley everly, cheryl bel-
los and ryan payne. There 
are also eight surviving great 
grandchildren. he was pre-
ceded in death by his wife 
of 71 years, kathryn, and his 
brother, the rev. James payne.

Lewis was honored at a 
funeral held at windsor free 
Methodist church on Satur-
day, feb. 4. Viewing preceded 
the funeral at the church. 

in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to his beloved wind-
sor free Methodist church, 
103 Main St., windsor, N.y., 
13865, would be gratefully 
appreciated. 

Online condolences may 
be at:  www.omaddenfh.com.  
arrangements by the Oster-
houdt-Madden funeral home, 
69-71 Maple St., harpursville. 

Margaret Fonda Holley
waLTON - Margaret 

fonda holley, 94, of walton, 
passed away on Sunday, Jan. 
29, 2017 at home, surrounded 
by the love of her family.

Margaret was born on feb. 
16, 1922 in fonda, Ny to the 
late John and caroline (Law-
yer) fonda. She was one of 
nine children. She had five 
brothers and three sisters. She 
married the love of her life, 
James holley, in canajoharie, 
N.y. on May 17, 1947. 

She was predeceased by 
her parents, John and caro-
line; brothers, Otis, william, 
Lawyer, elden and walter; 
sisters, beverly ursuery and 
geraldine ayres; daughter-in-
law, Valerie holley; an infant 
daughter, son and grandson, 
Shane roberts.

in her younger years, Mar-
garet was employed by the 
beechnut factory in canajo-
harie, and later at the Mealus 
white castle in walton. dur-
ing her long and beautiful life, 
Margaret enjoyed all that life 
had to offer. She was a home-
maker raising three children 
of her own, and also provid-
ed daycare for other work-
ing families. She found joy 
in knitting, cooking, baking, 
playing cards, camping, danc-
ing, entertaining guests, play-
ing croquet, bird watching and 
of course spending time with 
her family. She will also be 
remembered for her love of 
butterflies. 

Margaret is survived by her 
loving husband of 69 years, 
James (Jim); her children, 
Lynn (kathy) holley of win-
chester, Va., peggy (dirck) 
pilch of delhi and John hol-
ley of walton; grandchil-
dren, danielle, Nicole (Joey), 
Shawn, Sheena (Justin), 
amanda and heather (rob-
ert); great grandchildren, ivy, 
chandler, katie, isabel, kay-
leigh, delilah, claire, hunter, 
kailee and Sabrina; sister, 
dorothy Norin of calif.; a 
special niece, beverly beard-
slee of ariz., and many more 
nieces and nephews. 

family and friends were 
invited to call on Thursday, 
feb. 2, at courtney funeral 
home, 25 Townsend St., wal-
ton where services were later 
held with the rev. bert More 
officiating. 

Memorial contributions 
in her name may be made 
to catskill area hospice, 1 
birchwood drive, Oneonta, 
N.y., 13820. condolences to 
the family may be made on-
line by visiting www.court-
neyfh.com. 

Kenneth P. Gransbury
waLTON - kenneth p. 

gransbury, Jr., 79, of walton, 
passed away on Monday, Jan. 
30, 2017 at home, surrounded 
by his family. 

ken was born on Nov. 11, 
1937 in the town of delhi, the 
son of the late kenneth p. and 
catherine Messler gransbury, 
Sr. on dec. 24, 1961. he mar-
ried the former aloma LeVoy 
in walton. he proudly served 
his country in the u. S. army 
from 1961 to 1963. 

ken was a switchman for 
citizens communications in 
walton. he was a member of 
the full house hunting club 
in colchester, Men’s golf as-
sociation in delhi and ameri-
can Legion Truman c. Tobey 
post #32 in walton. he en-
joyed golfing, going for long 
walks, hunting, fishing and 
playing baseball and softball 
in his younger years. 

ken is survived by his lov-
ing family: his wife, aloma; 
his children, Tracey (Jason) 
rappold of yaphank, Ny; 
Jodi gransbury of yaphank 
and cory (haley) gransbury 
of walton; grandchildren, 
kylee (korey) Madison, Ma-
son, brandon, dylan, Jacqlyn 
and Taylor; great grandchil-
dren, carter and hadlee; close 
friends from the full house 
hunting club and many oth-
ers along with several nieces, 
nephews and cousins. he was 
predeceased by his brother, 
peter paffenroth. 

friends and family were 
invited to call feb. 2 at the 
courtney funeral home, 25 
Townsend St., walton, where 
services were held on friday, 
with pastor robert wilkie 
officiating. 

Memorial contributions in 
ken’s memory may be made 
to walton fire dept. and 
eMS, 61 west St., walton, 
N.y., 13856 or catskill area 
hospice, 1 birchwood drive, 
Oneonta, N.y., 13820.

condolences to the family 
may be made online by visit-
ing www.courtneyfh.com. 

Michael R. Buchanan
baiNbridge - Michael 

r. buchanan, 54, passed away 
unexpectedly on feb. 1, 2017 

from injuries sustained in a 
snowmobiling accident.  Mike 
was born on Jan. 27, 1963, 
the son of robert and Jean 
(backus) buchanan in walton.  
he graduated from Sidney 
central School with the class 
of 1981 and attended alfred 
State.  

Mike was a hard worker 
and dedicated employee.  he 
worked for many years at 
butts concrete and TrL and 
most recently drove truck for 
waste recovery enterprises, 
LLc.  he loved the outdoors, 
especially snowmobiling and 
hunting, and was a member 
of the bainbridge Sportsmans 
association.   Mike could of-
ten be found spending time 
in his garage with family and 
friends; he loved being around 
people.  he was fun loving and 
would make friends wherever 
he went.  his family, espe-
cially his grandchildren, com-
prised Mike’s world.

Mike will be missed by 
his three sons:  david and 
Mckenzie buchanan of bain-
bridge, Steven buchanan and 
alyssa bailey of Masonville 
and Mark buchanan of bain-
bridge; his beloved grand-
children, Mason and emerie; 
his parents, bob and Jean 
buchanan of Masonville; two 
sisters, cindy and Terry con-
stable of Sidney center and 
chris Switkowski and Steve 
rosa of brewerton; nephew, 
Travis and nieces, ashley and 
briana; several cousins and 
many close friends, including 
the rosa family, which was 
like a second family to Mike.  
he also leaves behind his ca-
nine companions, diesel and 
yager.

 friends were invited to 
call on Monday, feb. 6 at 
c.h. Landers funeral cha-
pel, 21 Main St., Sidney. 
funeral services were held 
on Tuesday, feb. 7 at the fu-
neral chapel.  burial will take 
place in greenlawn cemetery, 
bainbridge. 

Memorial donations in 
Mike’s name may be directed 
to the charity of one’s choice.  
condolences may be shared 
with the family online at 
www.landersfh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers fu-
neral chapel, Sidney. 
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bOWLing sCOrEs

MAIORANO & ASSOCIATES, INC.

$100 Certi� cate
Offer expires August 1st, 2017                    Please call for an appointment!

1-800-815-7282 • Maiorano & Associates, Inc., 9 Main Street, Sidney, NY 13838
*Restrictions: New Tax Clients only. May not be combined with any other o� er or promotion.

Promotion includes Federal forms 1040, Schedule A, B and NYS/NYC Form IT-201 only.
Any additional Schedules will be billed at half price.

� is coupon entitles you to have your 2016 FEDERAL, STATE 
and LOCAL TAXES prepared for a total fee of $100.00.*

MAIORANO & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Helping Provide for a Sound Financial Future

INCOME TAX
All NEW Clients Will Receive an Introductory Fee of:

$100.00
*Restrictions: New clients only. May not be combined with any other o� er or promotion. Promotion includes 

Federal forms 1040, Schedule A, B and NYS/NYC IT-201 ONLY. Schedules will be billed at half price.

We Specialize In Getting You The Maximum Tax Refund Allowed By Law.
At Maiorano & Associates, Inc. You Get:

Full-time tax planners and o�  ce open year round
One-on-one appointments with your private tax consultant

Free tax-planning appointments throughout the year
Assistance with audits and other tax concerns

Locations:
Brooklyn: 8754 Bay 16th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214 • (718) 331-3700

**Sidney: 7-9 Main Street, Sidney, NY 13838 (607) 563-8588

At Maiorano & Associates We Not Only Prepare You Taxes ... We Plan Them
Also, see our website: www.maioranoandassociates.com

Securities and Advisory Services O� ered � rough Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
Maiorano & Associates & Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. are separate companies.

Insurance services o� ered through Maiorano & Associates, Inc., which is not a�  liated with Royal Alliance Associates, Inc.
Estate Planning, Elder Law & other Legal Services Provided by April Pancella-Haupt, Esq. Licensed to practice in NYS and 

Massachusetts

Randy and Robin Winans 
of Sidney & 

Marie and Gary Jacobsen 
of Morris would like to 

announce the engagement 
of their children 

Melanee Jesse & 
Mark Frederick

•

A June 30th, 2018 wedding 
is planned.

SIDNEY
East Main Lanes

City League
Standings:
ermetis 44-12
east Main Lanes 36-20
The houndstooth 31-25
farm family 20-36
universal forest products 

20-36
J&M Trophies 17-39
High Series:
chad c. 666-247-203-216
kevin M. 628-200-175-253
Larry S. 624-180-223-221
Scott f. 623-196-236-191
bruce S. 612-224-192-196
200 Games:
Joey O. 205-200; Mark T. 

246; Scott h. 235; dave b. 
224; brandon f. 217; Mark 
M. 202; Jamie c. 200. 

Monday Morning Coffee 
League

Standings:

rosebuds 105-47
four on the floor 97-55
yoyo’s 97-55
Special Ladies 70-82
foxes 65-87
Silver belle’s 64-88
country girls 61-91
Lucky sevens 49-103
150+:
p. Stilson 175-175; c. 

daughtrey 155; b. wood 
155; J. roof 190; L. palm-
er 150; c. Leizear 150; w. 
bookhout 159; c. Lafever 
159; r. Mazzarella 150; 
r. fisher 160-213-175; a. 
berg 167-158.

450+:
p. Stilson 477; J. roof 458; a. 

berg 460; r. fisher 548. 

East Main Ladies
Standings:
all balls No glory 88-56
in-Laws 85-59
golden girls 68-76
The bowling bags 67-77

The Misfits 62-82
women who Score 62-82
High Game:
S. cutting 184.
High Series:
S. cutting 529.
Noteworthy Scores: 

Algonkin Motel Mixed 
Scratch

Team Standings:
buzzy’s bluestone 51-9
gilbert plumbing & heating 

38-22
algonkin Motel 32-28
Neighbors insurance 

29.5-30.5
prinz excavating 16.5-43.5
east Main Lanes 13-47
High Games:
d. O’hara 268cg, 209, 233cg; 

J. Sloan 222, 216, 213; J. 
page 204cg; d. page 205; 
T. boice 225, 202, 248; J. 
cole 217; b. Shelton 203, 
207cg; c. Luca 258cg, 
222; J. pendorf 216; r. 

Liberatore 202, 204; a. 
wheeler 210; M. ander-
son 200; b. walker 214cg, 
210cg, 213cg; M. ferrara 
222cg; b. rowe 213; k. 
Macumber 204cg, 210.

High Series:
d. O’hara 710; T. boice 675; 

c. Luca 665; J. Sloan 651; 
b. walker 637.

 

BAINBRIDGE
Galaxy Bowl

Wednesday Nite Earlybirds
Standings:
Lottie’s angels 104-64
bruning enterprises 82-86
Trash Mashers 76-92
J & M Trophies 74-94
High Game:
K. Bruning – 232 c.g.
High Series:
L. Boice – 542.
180 Games: 
L. Boice – 188, 198; L. Cole 

– 182, 191; K. Bruning – 
232 c.g.

500 Series:
K. Bruning – 527; L. Boice – 

542; L. Cole - 519. 

Thursday Morning Winter 
League

Standings:
delayed action 125-43
ups & downs98-70
gutter dusters 96-72
up & coming 95-73
unknown 88-80
dizzy dames 86-82
The Newbee’s 82-70
pin pals 72-96
Ladybugs 62-106
friends 34-134
150+:
d. fritzsch 157; d. Larry 

157-183-178; d. whaley 
199-234-252; k. Thrower 
150; b. butler 158-169; c. 
brown 186-160; k. brun-
ing 161-193-163; V. fagan 
161-150; c. brundage 171-
160-198; M. burlison 192-
215-224; e. gransbury 
171; J. O’brien 169-203-
171; b. daley 178; b. das-
cano 166-157; g. Lindroth 
168-171-176; d. Thrower 
150.

450+:
d. Larry 518; d. whaley 685; 

b. butler 459; c. brown 
471; k. bruning 517; c. 
brundage 529; M. burli-
son 631; J. O’brien 543; g. 
Lindroth 515. 

Thursday Night Pitch 
League

Standings
cindy & Jay 18 - 6
dawn & roni 18 - 6
Lorraine & clyde 18 - 6
Marty & Mike 16 - 8
david & John 16 - 8
Lance & heather 15 - 9
Sharon & amy 15 - 9
bob & pat 14 - 10
craig & Jim 13 - 11
Lee & Jason 12 - 12
Sharon & rich 12 - 12
colleen & cindy 12 - 12 
carolyn & Janine 10 - 14
emily & frieda 10 - 14
Susan & kathy 9 - 15
barbara & John 8 - 16
christal & dawn 7 - 17
cindy & alice 7 - 17
Linda & ernie 6 - 18
ron & Mark 5 - 19 

Sunday Nite All Stars
Standings:
Split N giggles 14-2
gransbury + gransbury 12-4
Mott + Mott 10-6
glover + glover 10-6
blind 10-6
Tallmadge + Tallmadge 8-8
wicks + wicks 8-8
Meres + Meres 6-10
bruning + bruning 2-14
haynes + haynes 0-16
High Individual Single:
gary Mott 268; Margie Mott 

247.
High Individual Triple:
gary Mott 679; Margie Mott 

591.  

Thursday Night Men’s 
Hdcp

Standings:
ball busters 126
galaxy bowl 102
bainbridge Memorials 99.5
New concept Machining 93
No Names 92
244 racing 87.5
Southtown dairy 87
Jim’s auto repair 85.5
Lil dave’s excavating 79.5
whales coins + More 48
High Single:
L. Lowe 269.
High Series:
J. halbert 702. 

E.O.W.S.
Standings
No Nothing 27-9
under pressure 23-13
gut’er done 22-10
hit & Miss 19-17
The rookies 16 1/2-19 1/2
pin busters 13 1/2-22 1/2

gutter busters 12-24
Lickity Splits 11-25
Men’s High Game:
dave finch 256.
Men’s High Series:
phil Jones 654.
Women’s High Game:
Valaree Stafford 265.
Women’s High Series:
Valaree Stafford 693.
200-180 Games:
Toonya 203-197; Lisa 212-

204-182; dave Smith 
210; kyle 226 grady 205; 
cheryl 188; 

600 Series:
Valaree 214-265-214=693
cody 206-197-206=609
david finch 256-194-175=625
phil 246-196-212-=654 

Independent Bowling 
League

Standings:
“MoJo” 29-13
alan & clyde 28-14
Sidney Typo 27-15
Margie & Tim 25-17
whales & the grump 23 1/2-

18 1/2
Lisa & bobby 21 1/2-20 1/2
date Nite 21-21
Steve & kelley 9 1/2-32 1/2
Scratch Game Women:
Margie Mott 245.
Scratch Game Men:
Tim harmon 300.
Scratch Series Women:
Margie Mott 601.
Scratch Series Men:
dylan whaley 719.
Handicap Game Women:
Margie Mott 279.
Handicap Game Men:
Tim harmon 329.
Handicap Series Women:
Margie Mott 703.
Handicap Series Men:
Tim harmon 791.
Honor Scores:
Tim harmon 300, 210; dylan 

whaley 258, 249, 212; 
Margie Mott 245, 185; 
Steve Survilla 244, 237; 
alan Locke 224; alan 
rowe 220; gerald cuyle 
219; richard Johnson 213; 
Jeff Vance 205; clyde ut-
ter 200; anne Mott 199; 
Michelle rowe 184; Lisa 
page 180.

Honor Series:
dylan whaley 719; Tim har-

mon 704; Steve Survilla 
644; alan Locke 611; 
gerald cuyle 607; Margie 
Mott 601.

Chenango Soccer to Offer Valuable 
Coaching Class March 25

NOrwich - The chenan-
go Soccer club is offering 
an “e” class coaching class 
on March 25 at the chargers 
indoor center on Maple St. 
in Norwich. presented by 
Steve axtell, head coach of 
the SuNy cortland men’s 
soccer team, this year’s Su-

Nyac champions and 16th 
ranked team in the uSa for 
d-2 schools, this is a full day, 
eight-hour course with lec-
tures and on-field instruction. 
at the successful conclusion 
of the day, participants will 
be awarded their “e” class 
certificate.

in order to participate, 
coaches must pre-register by 
calling 334-5038. This class 
is open to any and all soccer 
coaches in the area, not exclu-
sive to chargers coaches or 
chenango county. consider 
joining this valuable coaching 
class.

baiNbridge - at galaxy bowl on Jan. 31, Tim harmon bowled a 300. he was bowling in 
the independent League and bowling with Margie Mott. his scores were 210-300-194=704. This 
was his second 300 for the association.
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The cOuNTry MOTeL 
- rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended stay 
rooms at reasonable rates. all 
rooms have microwaves and 
refrigerators. Sorry no pets. 
call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

For rent

WAnteD to BUY

hurLburT cOiN aNd 
paper - buying old u.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. cash 
offers. appraisals. ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

 

help WAnteD
franklin head Start bus 

driver
cdL b with p and S en-

dorsements license preferred, 
but will train suitable candi-
date; 19a certification a plus. 
Safe driving record with no 
moving violations within 
the past 18 months. Must be 
at least 21 years of age. To 
transport children to and from 
head Start center. approxi-
mately 30 hours per week. 
Salary range $11.35 - $13.54 
per hour. applications accept-
ed until the position is filled 
at delaware Opportunities 
inc., 35430 State highway 10, 
hamden, Ny 13782. eOe

9-29(Tf)b 

help WAnteD legAl

For Advertising 
in the Tri-Town 

News, please call 
Ryan Dalpiaz. 
607-561-3526

legAl

legAl

legAl

legAl

population health coordi-
nator, delaware county: chal-
lenging position representing 
a regional population health 
project in delaware county, 
Ny. required: ba in public 
health, public administration, 
planning, human services, or 
a related field; strong written 
and verbal communication 
skills. experience in health 
care, human services and/or 
access to health care needs a 
plus. full-time with benefits. 
Send cover letter and resume 
to dlambert@rhnscny.org 
or mail to: Search commit-
tee, rural health Network of 
ScNy, pO box 416, whitney 
point, Ny 13862 by february 
20, 2017.

2-9(2w)b 

Notice is hereby given that 
a License “pending” for beer, 
wine, and cider has been ap-
plied for by The O at 112, 
LLc to sell beer, wine, and 
cider at retail in a restaurant 
under the alcoholic bever-
age control Law at 112 Main 
Street, Otego, Ny.

for on premises 
consumption.

The O at 112, LLc
2-9(2w)b 

The Village of unadilla 
seeks qualified applicants 
for the position of clerk/
Treasurer. The successful 
candidate must be comfort-
able working in a multitask-
ing, fast paced environment 
which involves direct con-
tact with the public and vil-
lage employees. Successful 
candidates must have ex-
cellent communication and 
customer service skills and 
be attentive to detail. Must 
be a notary public. ability to 
organize, prioritize and mul-
titask is essential. 

knowledge of government 
account, including wil-
liamson Law book software 
system, a plus. clerk/Trea-
surer responsibilities include 
balancing and maintain-
ing bank accounts, annual 
update document for NyS 
comptrollers Office, payroll 
and all associated reports to 
federal and State govern-
ments, New york State re-
tirement reporting, budget 
preparation for fiscal year, 
health insurance negotia-
tions, balancing of all control 
accounts, tax searches, board 
meeting preparation and at-
tendance, creating vouch-
ers and checks, processing 
and creating journal entries, 
bank reconciliations, front 
desk reception, multi-line 
phone service, composing all 
legal notices and news item 
for newspaper ad, tax billing 
and collection, water billing 
and collection, maintaining 
paper work and accounting 
for grants, records manage-
ment officer, set up and run 
village elections. Qualified 
applicants will need to send 
a resume, references and 
cover letter to the Village of 
unadilla, pO box 386, un-
adilla, Ny 13849

9-16(2w)b
 

The Village of unadilla 
board of Trustees will be hold-
ing a public hearing Tuesday, 
february 21st, 2017 at 6:30 pm 
at the firehouse, 77 clifton 
Street, unadilla to add the fol-
lowing language in the code 
of the Village of unadilla, to 
Sections r-a district Section 
159-16 - uses permitted by 
Special permit, r-1 district 
Section 159-20 - uses permit-
ted by Special permit and r-2 
district Section 159-24 - uses 
permitted by Special permit. 
“Other uses upon the finding 
by the Zoning board of ap-
peals, with consultation with 
the planning board as needed, 
that such use is of the same 
general character as the uses 
permitted and which will not 
be detrimental to current uses 
within the district.’ The regu-
larly scheduled meeting of the 
board of Trustees will follow 
this public hearing.

2-9(1w)b 

The Village of unadilla 
board of Trustees will be hold-
ing a public hearing Tuesday, 
february 21st, 2017 at 6:30 pm 
at the firehouse, 77 clifton 
Street, unadilla to add the fol-
lowing language in the code 
of the Village of unadilla, to 
Sections r-a district Section 
159-16 - uses permitted by 
Special permit, r-1 district 
Section 159-20 - uses permit-
ted by Special permit and r-2 
district Section 159-24 - uses 
permitted by Special permit. 
“Other uses upon the finding 
by the Zoning board of ap-
peals, with consultation with 
the planning board as needed, 
that such use is of the same 
general character as the uses 
permitted and which will not 
be detrimental to current uses 
within the district.’ The regu-
larly scheduled meeting of the 
board of Trustees will follow 
this public hearing.

2-9(1w)b 

The Otego-unadilla cen-
tral School district invites the 
submission of proposals to 
provide the following service 
iNdepeNdeNT audiT 
SerViceS.

Sealed proposals will be 
received until 3:00 p.M. on 
March 13, 2017 at the Otego-
unadilla central School dis-
trict business Office at 2641 
State hwy 7, Otego, N.y. 
13849 at which time and place 
all rfps will be publicly 
opened. Notification of award 
will be made on or after March 
17, 2017.  all proposals should 
be submitted to patti Loker, 
School business Manager.

The proposals and docu-
ments may be examined at the 
business, or a copy can be re-
quested by phone at 607-988-
5038 or by email (ccioccari@
unatego.stier.org).

The Otego-unadilla cen-
tral School district board of 
education reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids in whole 
or in part and re-advertise.

Joan M. french
district clerk
2-9(1w)b 

LegaL NOTice Of 
eSTOppeL

NOTice iS hereby 
giVeN that a bond resolu-
tion, a summary of which is 
published herewith, initially 
adopted November 18, 2016, 
has been amended by the 
Town board of the Town of 
coventry, chenango county, 
New york, on the 8th day of 
february 2017, and the validi-
ty of the obligation authorized 
by such initial resolution and 
amendment may be hereafter 
contested only if such obli-
gation was authorized for an 
object or purpose for which 
the Town is not authorized to 
expend money, or if the pro-
visions of law which should 
have been complied with as of 
the date of publication of this 
Notice were not substantially 
complied with, and an action, 
suit, or proceeding contesting 
such validity is commenced 
within twenty days after the 
date of publication of this No-
tice, or such obligation was 
authorized in violation of the 
provisions of the constitution.

a complete copy of the 
initial resolution and amend-
ment, summarized below, is 
available for public inspection 
during regular business hours 
at the Town clerk’s office, 
1839 State hwy. 235, greene, 
New york 13778, for a period 
of twenty days from the date 
of publication of this Notice.

dated: february 3, 2017
coventry, New york The-

resa Schultheis, Town clerk
SuMMary: resolu-

tion authorizing the issu-
ance of a bond not to ex-
ceed forty-Thousand dollars 
($40,000.00) to pay the 
costs required in connection 
with the purchase of a dump 
and plow truck (highway 
equipment).

period of probable useful-
ness: 15 years

Maximum Maturity date: 
five years from date of 
issuance

State environmental Qual-
ity review Status: Type ii

2-9(1w)b 

legAl
pLeaSe Take NOTice, 

that a public hearing will be 
held by the board of Trustees 
of the Village of bainbridge 
on Tuesday, february 21, 
2017 at 6:30 pM in the Vil-
lage clerk’s Office, 33 west 
Main Street, bainbridge, Ny, 
regarding the adoption of Lo-
cal Law No. 1 of the Village of 
bainbridge for the year 2017, 
entitled “communications 
Tower Local Law”.   a copy of 
the proposed Local Law is on 
file and may be examined in 
the office of the Village clerk/
Treasurer during regular busi-
ness hours.

pLeaSe Take fur-
Ther NOTice, that persons 
with disabilities who require 
assistance in attending said 
public hearing, or in fur-
nishing comments and sug-
gestions, should contact the 
undersigned to request such 
assistance.  written comments 
may be filed with the Village 
board or at such hearing.

by The direcTiON Of 
The

ViLLage Of 
baiNbridge

bOard Of TruSTeeS
breNda L. parSONS
cLerk-TreaSurer
daTed:  february 6, 

2017
2-9(1w)b 

legAl
The annual meeting of the 

Nineveh presbyterian cem-
etery Society will be held on 
Tuesday, february 21, 2017 
at the Nineveh presbyterian 
church parish hall at 6 pM. 
anyone interested is welcome 
to attend.

2-16(2w)b

SIDNEY WARRIORS TRAVELED TO UNATEGO to play the 
Spartans in boys’ varsity basketball. The game started off 
slow, but the Warriors gained momentum and pulled away 
from the Unatego Spartans, gaining another MAC win. The 
final score was 46-23. Pictured here, Sidney’s Kyle Gascon 
puts up a shot while Unatego’s Noah Blake comes from be-
hind with an attempt to block.

(Photo credit: Jacqui Green).

SIDNEY GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL hosted Hancock 
this past week. The game started slow with Hancock slowly 
taking a small lead, but the Lady Warriors didn’t give up. It 
was a close game right to the end, with the last few seconds 
deciding the winner; Sidney lost to Hancock with a final score 
of 54-52. Maggie Schott is shown here looking for room to 
pass around a Hancock defender.

(Photo credit: Jacqui Green).

SIDNEY BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL continued its wins 
when playing Deposit. The game started out slow but Sid-
ney pulled ahead and ended the game winning 61-38. Shown 
here, Sidney’s Alex Hoskins can’t be held down, despite the 
attempts made by a Deposit defender.

(Photo credit: Jacqui Green).
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TRI-TOWN PUZZLE PAGE

Pine Ridge Groceries

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE —
Variety of Bread Flours - Including Gluten-Free Products

Nuts – Dried Fruits – Snack Mixes – and Lots More!
FROM THE DELI —

Wide Variety of Meats and Cheeses - Including several kinds 
of Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

Meats And Cheeses Sliced In Store. 
Buy sliced or chunked—any amount you desire.

WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS

WE DO MEAT 
AND CHEESE 

PLATTERS

Fun Fact: The first pizzeria in the United States was 
opened in 1895 in NYC by Gennaro Lombardi. Now, 
over 3 billion pizzas are sold in the USA each year 

with another 1 billion in frozen pizza.

Fun Fact: Bagels are one of the few breads that are 
boiled then baked. This creates a soft inside while 

keeping a crisp outside.

If you have old photos you would like to see in the Tri-Town News, please bring them by our 
office in Sidney, mail them to PO Box 208, Sidney, NY 13838 with a self-addressed envelope 

or e-mail scanned copies (300 dpi) to us at ttnews@tritownnews.com. 
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Fun Fact: Long Island is the largest island
 in the Continental U.S.

HOME & KITCHENS

Rte. 12 S. & Warn Pond Rd., Oxford
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Thurs. 10-8; Sat. 10-3

607-843-9834

Also See Us For: 
Flooring, Replacement 
Windows, Fencing, 
Dog Kennels, Boat 
Docks, Decking

OMEGA 
CABINETRY

COUNSELING

Joelle Greene, LCSW
Ken Greene, LCSWR

Individual, 
Marital and 

Family Therapy
2567 St. Hwy. 7

Bainbridge, NY 13733
greenetherapy@frontier.com

607-244-4668

hoMe & KItChenS

ATTORNEYS ATTORNEYS

“Building Relationships On Results”

BAINBRIDGE OFFICE • (607) 967-2221
29 No. Main Street, Bainbridge, NY • www.CGLawOffices.com

Toll Free: 1-877-Coughlin
Main Office In: Binghamton   Branch Offices In: Hancock • Ithaca • Owego • Montrose • Endicott

Custom Stationery by Linda
Your vision made possible

Country Computers & Publishing
 Custom Designed Invitations for all
 occasions and much more.

 1004 State Hwy 7, Suite C
 Unadilla, New York  13849 607.369.2614

ccandp.net
ccandp@frontiernet.net

Business Directory

RENT-A-JON

PORTABLE
TOILETS

Short Term • Long Term
• Special Events •

BUTTS CONCRETE
Masonville, NY 13804

607-265-3394

“The choice of quality”

For Advertising in the Tri-Town News, please call Ryan Dalpiaz. 607-561-3526

Commercial Of� ce & 
General Residential 

Cleaning
Insured & Bonded

“For the very best in 
personal service”

Diane M. Curtin
607-639-1515

11-3(1m)

masOnviLLE nEWs

giLbErtsviLLE nEWs

Deadlines for all ads is Monday @ 4pm

Estate Planning
Essentials Workshop
Is your estate properly protected?

Is your wealth and health scheduled to be handled according to your wishes?
Plan on attending this educational workshop to review four quick steps you can take to 

properly establish or update your estate plan!

� is event is an open workshop!  Refreshments will be served!
Call Today to ATTEND � is WORKSHOP!

Saturday, February 11, 2017 • 12:00 noon
7-9 Main Street, Sidney, NY 13838 • 2nd Floor Conference Room

Your Workshop Sponsor:
Maiorano & Associates, Inc.

Sera� no Maiorano, CEO
Seating is limited! Call Toni at 607-563-8588 to reserve your seat today!

Securities and Advisory Services O� ered � rough Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
Maiorano & Associates & Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. are separate companies.

Insurance services o� ered through Maiorano & Associates, Inc., which is not a�  liated with Royal Alliance Associates, Inc.
Estate Planning, Elder Law & other Legal Services Provided by April Pancella-Haupt, Esq. Licensed to practice in NYS and Massachusetts

This week’s quote comes 
from Thomas edison: “ge-
nius is one percent inspiration 
and 99 percent perspiration.” 
Sounds like it takes a lot of 
work and sweat to become a 
genius; let’s get moving, folks 
and we might have more ge-
niuses among us. 

a great big thank you to 
all who worked, cooked, and 
brought in goods for the bake 
sale and breakfast. apprecia-
tion goes out to anyone who 
helped in any way to make 
this month’s pancake break-
fast and bake sale at the Ma-
sonville federated church 
a success. it was a very cold 

morning and we thank all who 
came. don’t forget to mark 
your calendars for the next 
one: Saturday, March 4. come 
and enjoy lots of fellowship 
with friends, neighbors and 
family. hopefully this Tues-
day, feb. 14 you make sure 
to tell someone who means a 
great deal to you how much he 
or she means by demonstrat-
ing a little love with a gift, 
card or just a hug and kiss and 
an expression of gratitude for 
all he or she does. 

Mark your calendars for the 
high school “cabaret con-
cert,” being held in the high 
school gymnasium at 6:30 

p.m. on Thursday, feb. 16. 
Let’s give our young people 
our support and attend.

here on the farm we have 
not had many calves born and 
it is good because it seems 
the weather is getting colder; 
after all it is february and 
we never know what that will 
bring us. The roads have been 
quite slick with ice on them 
and harold has been check-
ing to see if the spreader will 
be safe to travel. keep your 
eyes open for the tractors all 
around the farms and be very 
careful on the roads when 
following machinery. keep 
safe and warm, everyone and 

keep all our farmers in your 
thoughts each day, alongside 
our many suppliers. 

Sympathy is expressed 
to the family and friends of 
Mike buchanan who passed 
away after a snowmobiling 
accident this past week.

This half of the month 
birthday greetings go out to 
Susan Scofield and Judy Jack-
son on feb. 18; kevin Sco-
field, debra Scott reilly and 
pastor Tom Vance on feb. 20; 
Tammy Lakin byrnes, Judy 
beers, ashley williams, ka-
tie Jump and Jeffery hulse 
on feb. 21; Nick Jacobs and 
cassandra Smith on feb. 22; 

amy rivenburg and branden 
duMond on feb. 24 and Sa-
mantha gray on feb. 25. have 
a great day, everyone.

Masonville federated 
church Sunday services are 
at 11 a.m., with adult Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m. bible study 
is Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the church. 

a reminder that the food 
pantry at the church is open 
on the first friday of the 
month, from 1 to 3 p.m. There 
is a notice on the church din-
ing room door that anyone in 
need of assistance outside of 
food pantry hours is welcome 
to contact organizers. 

i just had to pause with this 
news item to see the last few 
moments of Super bowl 51. 
as most of you will know, the 
New england patriots won 
with quarterback Tom brady 
and his team winning 34 to 
28. congratulations to them 
for a great game! 

On feb.10 watch for the 
blue light in the church stee-
ple. church council will meet 
on Monday, feb.13 at the 
church at 6:30 p.m. 

Looking ahead: summer 
vacation bible school will 
be July 10 through 14, with 
the theme of “fun Maker 
factory.” 

On Sunday, feb. 12 and 
Sunday, feb. 19 the gilberts-
ville baptist church will have 
phillip Lane of bainbridge 
providing the morning wor-
ship service, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. parishioners will 
welcome him for these two 
services as they look for an 
interim or part-time pastor for 
the church.

cici Mason, a resident 
of chenango health facil-
ity in Norwich, observed her 
96th birthday on feb. 1. be-
lated cards can reach her at 
chenango health facility, 
179 North Main St., Norwich, 
N.y., 13815.

Members of the presbyte-

rian church held their annual 
meeting following morning 
worship this past Sunday. 
Memorial tributes were given 
for perry dixson and robert 
rowe, who passed away this 
past year. Mary Sloan was 
elected to The church board 
reelected Susie pochy and 
Nona Slaughter for another 
three-year term.

grandma keene spent last 
week in Schuylerville sit-
ting with her grandson, Luke 
while Mom and dad were on 
a business trip to california.

The butternuts cemetery 
board is grateful for the lo-
cal response to their brooks’ 
bbQ chicken and bake sale 

fundraiser held last wednes-
day evening. a total of 290 
chickens were sold. The 
american Legion auxiliary 
also sold out of their salads 
and baked beans.

a ham dinner will be held 
on Tuesday, feb. 14 at the 
gilbertsville baptist church, 
NLfh from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
dessert will feature ice cream 
and strawberries.

a soup and sandwich lun-
cheon will be held at the 
gilbertsville baptist church, 
NLfh on Saturday, feb. 18 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. with 
assorted desserts.
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43 Pearl Street West, Sidney, NY 13838

When I needed neurosurgery,   
I didn’t want to be far from my family. I also didn’t want 

to take any chances. That’s why I chose the experts at 

Bassett I see my Bassett specialist at Tri-Town Regional 

Hospital. Their Bassett Specialty Clinics o�er all of these 

services right here, in Sydney:

To make an appointment call 607-561-7980.-

Think.

• General Surgery

• Oncology

• Orthopedics

• Podiatry

• Urology

• Vascular Surgery

“National Holidays” This Week
February 9

National
Pizza Day -

An American favorite

February 10
National 

Umbrella Day -
A day to 

acknowledge one 
of the world’s most 
useful inventions.

February 11
National Make A 
Friend Day - Add 

one of life’s most 
valuable assets and 
make a new friend.

February 12
National Plum 
Pudding Day - 

In many recipes, plum 
pudding actually 

contains no plums

February 13
National Clean 

Out Your 
Computer Day -
Organize, delete, 

and repeat!

February 14

Valentine’s Day -
Surf ‘n Turf 

special comin 
right up!

February 15 National Gumdrop Day

A Perspective on Sidney Flood Mitigation Projects, Part I
by John woodyshek
editor’s note: The follow-

ing is the first in a three-part 
opinion piece contributed by 
John woodyshek, former vil-
lage engineer for the village 
of Sidney.

i can’t just sit by and let this 
happen.  i am angry.  i am up-
set that with all the apparent 
money the state and federal 
government is willing to in-
vest into this community and 
that the best the village gov-
ernment can come up with 
is demolishing another 124 
homes in a shotgun pattern 
throughout downtown Sidney.  
i attended the recent meet-
ing at the high school where 
they displayed the different 
projects currently underway.  
To listen to the presentation, 
it sounded like all bases are 
covered and everything is 
hunky dory.  but take a closer 
look:

 $3 million awarded to the 
village for flood recovery, 
which they plan to use to pay 
for water, sewer, storm sewer 
and road improvements for 
the circle drive housing proj-
ect where a private developer 
will build rental townhouses 
and single family homes in 
the $150,000-$200,000 range, 
with 51 percent of buyers 
meeting a low/moderate in-
come requirement.  

if you happen to be com-
ing from the flood zone you 
may qualify for up to $40,000 

toward such a purchase, leav-
ing you with a $110-160,000 
mortgage less any other 
money you can put toward the 
purchase. how realistic is it to 
think that there is a market for 
this housing?  

On its surface, developing 
housing in the village and 
town that creates a tax base 
should be a good thing, but 
we need to look deeper and 
determine if it is in the best 
interest of the public to spend 
$3 million of “village money” 
for this project only after eval-
uating issues already raised 
in a petition raised by con-
cerned residents, including 
impact on other rental units, 
effects on existing housing 
stock, purchase price of the 
properties, willingness of all 
property owners to sell and 
other matters associated with 
annexation. 

$18 million to purchase 
and demolish an additional 
124 homes in the flood zone, 
averaging $145,000 per ac-
quired home.  i believe that 
400 homes were affected by 
the flooding events.  at that 
rate, it would cost $58 million 
to completely implement this 
acquisition approach.  you 
might assume that these 124 
homes were the homes worst 
affected, but you would be 
wrong.   i do not have the spe-
cific list, although i requested 
it, but clearly the list was not 
prioritized based on the fre-
quency or degree of flooding 

or on owner-occupied homes.  
On bridge St. alone, where 
homes mostly suffered flood-
ed basements, four homes im-
mediately adjacent to mine 
are scheduled for acquisition 
and demolition.  it appears 
that a total of seven homes 
are to be demolished.  These 
are not in the greenplain and 
they are not the homes most 
severely damaged, so why are 
they being acquired?  also, 
of those four houses three 
are rentals!  in another in-
stance, one person owns six 
of the homes on the list, all of 
which are rentals.  who is this 
project benefiting and whom 
should it be benefiting?  

in the past we were told that 
rentals were not even eligible 
for acquisition.  we were told 
at a public meeting that Maple 
ave. was not a priority for 
acquisition, despite being the 
most frequently flooded area 
even before the 2006 flood. it 
was explained that, because it 
was not part of the greenplain 
project, it did not constitute a 
priority.  

Locations on Sherman ave. 
and adams St. were not the 
most severely affected either, 
but are a priority. because 
they are in the greenplain?  

The overall impact of this 
is another shotgun, haphaz-
ard pattern of acquisitions, 
coupled with a lame justifi-
cation for spending millions 
of dollars on pie-in-the-sky 
projects.  

Look at what happened 
with the now-abandoned 
plankenhorn project. Three 
or four years and a lot of time, 
effort and money was spent 
on an ill-conceived 200-home 
“Newtown Sidney” project 
which never had well-laid 
plans and never moved beyond 
conception to completion. 

when the uS army corps 
of engineers looked at the 
flooding situation in Sidney 
after the 2006 flood they ex-
amined root causes and evalu-
ated approaches to fix the 
problem.  Those reports are 
published; noteworthy conclu-
sions: the overall Sidney flood 
plain (including amphenol) 
could be protected via a dike 
system estimated at a cost of 
$50 million.  imagine—$50 
million to protect the whole 
village and we are spending 
$58 million to remove just the 
houses and destroy our tax 
base!  They also concluded 
that the northeast quadrant 
of the village, the area east of 
Main St., would be the easiest 
section to protect. This could 
include the Main St. business 
area as well.   The uSa corps 
pointed out that additional 
study would be needed to ad-
vance their report to an actual 
feasibility study.  The village 
was advised on several occa-
sions that anything they could 
do on their own would im-
prove, expedite and enhance 
their chances of getting a 
corps project for Sidney.  

This was exactly the topic 
of their recent Nov. 30 presen-
tation at the Sidney Library.  
The corps was there to ex-
plain that they are evaluating 
three communities (Owego, 
binghamton, and Sidney) 
for possible selection of one 
flood control project. i have 
seen no village programs that 
include commercial proper-
ties, churches or social clubs. 
These along with hundreds of 
residential properties are the 
ones left behind. The question 
that should be answered is: 
what about those left behind? 

 $16.5 million for a green-
street project.  as stated, this 
project will leave homes and 
businesses inside and outside 
of the greenstreet in the flood 
zone.  The homes left behind, 
along with the businesses and 
any improvements made in-
cluding streetscape items on 
river and Main streets, will 
remain subject to future flood-
ing. although this project has 
been sold as a flood mitiga-
tion project, it will do little or 
nothing to improve upon the 
flooding situation in Sidney.  
it is not going to significantly 
lower the flood level.  The use 
of porous pavements and rain 
gardens isn’t going to do it ei-
ther.  an elevated trail along 
the river (a dike) might be a 
different story.

$10.5 million government 
money to renovate the Sidney 
civic center and convert to 
lower/moderate income adult 

living units. presumably this 
will go on the tax rolls and 
can help offset some of the 
tax base lost by the 150 or so 
homes removed and slated to 
be removed, but apartments 
are no substitute for the im-
pact on neighborhoods of re-
moving homes in an uncoor-
dinated demolition project.

So what’s missing?  what’s 
missing is action for the hun-
dreds of homeowners left be-
hind.   after expending $34 
million on the removal of 
houses and the development of 
a greenplain and greenstreet, 
the 200 homes left behind 
plus the commercial places, 
churches and social organiza-
tions will be faced with holes 
in the neighborhoods, lots that 
will need maintaining and 
foreclosures.  when the flood 
insurance subsidies run out, 
which they are programmed 
to do, it will be prohibitive to 
mortgage a home with a base-
ment whose floor is seven feet 
below flood level.  The flood 
insurance alone on this home 
with a $100,000 mortgage and 
$100,000 flood insurance pol-
icy will be $4,500 to $5,000 
annually. This is prohibitive, 
but avoidable; read on…

The second portion of this 
three-part commentary will 
appear in the next edition of 
the Tri-Town News, out feb. 
16.

SUNY Oneonta Professor to Present 
Photo Exhibit of the Amazon, Feb. 17

ONeONTa - Vicky Lentz, 
a tenured assistant professor 
in the biology department 
at SuNy Oneonta recently 
traveled to the amazon with 
National geographic for a trip 
of a lifetime! Join dOaS for 
a presentation on this amaz-
ing journey. The program will 
take place on friday, feb. 17 
at 7:30 p.m. at the elm park 
united Methodist church, 
401 chestnut St., Oneonta.

“This was one of the best 
trips that we have ever taken. 
i learned so much about the 
amazon and how to photo-
graph what was there. The 
amazon is an amazingly 
beautiful place. however, it 
is threatened by the activities 

of humans. The government 
of peru and National geo-
graphic/Linblad expeditions 
are working to help preserve 
this area. The more we learn, 
the more we can do to protect 
the culture and ecology of the 
upper amazon river,” said 
Lentz.

Lentz is originally from 
southern indiana and then, 
with her husband, edward 
Lentz, she lived in the phila-
delphia area for 25 years. 
during her undergraduate 
years she attended indiana 
State university, the univer-
sity of pennsylvania and the 
university of delaware. She 
did graduate work in plant 
biogeography at rutgers uni-

versity in camden and later 
obtained a phd in immunol-
ogy from the university of 
pennsylvania. She is currently 
studying the immunological 
relationship between ameri-
can eels and one of their 
parasites, the eastern elliptio 
freshwater pearly mussel glo-
chidia. She joined the Otsego 
county conservation asso-
ciation board of directors in 
January 2007 and has served 
as board president since 2010.

The program is free and 
open to the public. refresh-
ments will be served. for ad-
ditional information, contact 
dOaS at info@doas.us.


