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Unatego BOE Votes; Otego Elementary to Close this Year
by allison collins

OeTgO – a crowd of con-
cerned community members, 
particularly Otegans, gath-
ered on Monday, feb. 13 for 
the culminating ucS board 
of education meeting, where-
in the fate of Otego elemen-
tary was to be decided.

before reading out the 
resolution to close the Otego 
building, members of the 
board heard comments from 
the public. 

prior to the meeting car-
olee byrnes presented the 
board with a proposed layout 
of the middle/high school 
building and how it might 
accommodate all of the dis-
trict’s students sooner rather 
than later, thereby allowing 

for the closure of both el-
ementary schools at the close 
of this academic year. byrnes, 
like others before and after 
her, listed off the reasons why 
Otego has a “better building” 
and should, if anything, re-
main open instead of unadilla 
elementary. “i really beg the 
school district to be objec-
tive,” said byrnes. 

dr. richards and board 
members discredited byrnes’s 
schematic, citing the fact that 
much of the freed up or recon-
figured space had wiring is-
sues, asbestos, no air handling 
capacity, inefficient accessi-
bility or was simply too small 
to accommodate students and 
teachers appropriately. rich-
ards said that he and board 
member richard downey, 

along with several district 
administrative staffers, spent 
three-and-a-half hours walk-
ing the school and vetting by-
rnes’s plan. dr. richards said, 
“we looked at every spot in-
dicated on the plans but some 
of the areas identified are just 
inadequate.” 

Other concerns with merg-
ing the district into the mid-
dle/high school building now 
included a lack of appropriate 
bathroom space, insufficient 
gymnasium space, the ab-
sence of a playground, lunch 
scheduling conflicts and class-
rooms that are not to code, per 
age-specific requirements. 

despite audience accusa-
tions that richards and the 
board did not consider the 
proposed plans thoroughly 

Unatego BOE members, from l-r, Jay McDermott and René Treffeisen and 
Superintendent Richards hear public commentary during the Monday, Feb. 13 
BOE meeting wherein the majority of the board voted in favor of closing Otego 
Elementary, effective Aug. 31, 2017. 

SEE BOE, PG. 5

Sidney’s Search for Manganese-Free 
Water Continues; Village Awaits Test 
Site Results

by allison collins

SidNey – it was reported 
in the Jan. 19 edition of Tri-
Town News that the village of 
Sidney was engaged in a well-
drilling effort at the end of 
roger’s hollow on cty. rt. 1 
on friday, Jan. 13. The village 
at that time was in its fifth at-
tempt to identify a new source 
of water for village residents 
after discovering manganese 
in the current water source. 

Sidney mayor andy Mat-
viak explained mid-January, 
“Our existing well has man-
ganese in it so we’re trying to 
find a well to replace our well 
in Sidney.” also at that time, 
when asked if the presence of 
manganese in village water 
was cause for concern, Mat-
viak said definitively, “Not at 
all.” 

The village’s 2015 an-
nual water Quality report 
(the most recently-published), 
corroborates this, saying,  
“we are fortunate to have 
a very prolific aquifer…al-
though we have had some 
problems with manganese, a 
naturally occurring dissolved 
metal very similar to iron 
with associated problems of 
staining and black particles 
in water that are considered 
a nuisance but not a health 
concern.”

Now, Mayor Matviak has 
said that the village is await-
ing results after a second 
drilling attempt was made at 
the same roger’s hollow site. 
“The first attempt was good,” 
said Matviak. “we just have 
to make sure that the volume 
is appropriate. until we make 

sure we have the appropriate 
volume, we can’t tell.” 

according to the annual 
water Quality report, the vil-
lage’s primary well, developed 
in 1988 and presently tasked 
with serving about 4,000 
residents of Sidney, portions 
of riverside, east guilford 
and adjacent areas, pumps at 
a rate of 780-800 gallons per 
minute. The report also states, 
“an 800-gallon per minute 
pump restriction was placed 
on this well due to the prox-
imity of the former amphenol 
lagoons.” a new well, then, 
would need to be capable of 
supplying a consistent volume 
of water equal to or greater 
than 800 gallons per minute. 

Speaking on the roger’s 
hollow drilling site, Matviak 
admitted, “There might have 
to be a third well right at that 
same site,” though also said, 
“it looks very, very good and 
once we know specifically 
then we will move forward.”

Matviak, who said the 
drilling process has been un-
derway for about a year and a 
half, noted that the ideal site 
will “provide the volume we 
need and be free of elements.”

in the intervening weeks 
since the Jan. 19 story, Tri-
Town News has received 
letters from area residents 
weighing in on the matter 
of manganese in the village 
water. 

Owner of Sidney’s Tastee 
Treat, Marian Johnson, wrote, 
“i was surprised to read about 
the new well being drilled to 
eliminate manganese from 
our water. while this is good 
news, manganese is not a new 

surprise. we have had manga-
nese in our water at our store 
location on State rt. 7 since 
i first worked there in 1965.” 
Johnson also stated, “we have 
always been told that it was 
not harmful or a problem and 
the NyS health department 
has never made any objections 
to it in the 35 years that i have 
owned the store.”

in contrast, patrick r. 
Mcelligott had the following 
to say about concerns over 
manganese in village water:  
“although Mayor Matviak 
stated there are none, the truth 
is that science has made real 
advances…in document-
ing the very real dangers of 
manganese.”

while Mcelligott’s letter to 
the editor concedes that man-
ganese is naturally occurring 
and can in fact be risk-free, he 
also alleges, “it is when man-
ganese is used in industry, 
and disposed of improperly, 
that it creates a health hazard. 
unnatural levels in drinking 
water are absolutely cause 
for concern.” Mcelligott also 
suggested that it is the very 
scientific link between intel-
lectual impairments and man-
ganese on an industrial waste 
scale that first prompted the 
village’s search.

Mcelligott closed by say-
ing, “about 35 years ago, 
when the village of Sidney 
was looking to replace the 
toxic wells on railroad ave., 
i told the then-mayor that i 
thought he should explain the 
health risks to local residents. 
he said that he didn’t want to 
‘cause a panic.’ in my opinion, 
engaging in a factual, open 

SEE WATER, PG. 5

Sidney’s Tri-Town Youth Club 
Hosts Open House in 
New Home

SidNey – The Tri-Town 
youth club of Sidney is now 
open at their new location at 
the Methodist church, 21 Lib-
erty St.

an open house was held 
last wednesday with over 30 
attending and enjoying a ziti 
dinner and tour of the rooms 
on the third floor, which the 
club will occupy.

ronnie haag, president, is 
pleased to announce dallas 
deVost as program coordina-
tor, and Michelle bartels as 
assistant program coordina-
tor. deVost, especially, is fa-
miliar with the club’s activi-
ties, since he first began going 

at the age of five. The club is 
presently seeking a program 
director and additional board 
members. 

The club will again offer its 
eight-week summer program, 
which includes breakfast and 
lunch for the children, starting 
after school is out in June.

haag spoke to the children 
attending the open house 
about the club serving as a 
safe place to come after school 
or when school is not in ses-
sion (if school is closed due 
to bad weather, the club will 
also be closed). She urged the 
boys and girls to take care of 
their new home and be good 

to each other.
Other board members pres-

ent included Nancy hathaway, 
Vp, and Joanne Osterhoudt.

Membership applications 
and telephone directories are 
available for families and for 
more information, call ron-
nie haag at 563-2456 or stop 
in at the new location Monday 
through friday, 2:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 

TTyc serves all youth 
from 5 to 19 years old. all stu-
dents using bus transport must 
sign up in school.

Pictured left to right are Michelle Bartels, Dallas DeVost and Ronnie Haag with 
some of the boys and girls who will be attending the Tri-Town Youth Club in its 
new home at the Sidney United Methodist Church. Photo credit: Anna Ritchey
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COMMUNITY 
MEALS

Ask about our First Line 
Therapy Lifestyle Program!

• Lose weight and decrease body fat
• Fight disease

• Lower blood pressure and cholesterol
• Dr. Suggested vitamins and supplements with a 

guided approach to exercise and nutrition!

Traveling out of town for 
Spinal Decompression Therapy?

NO MORE!
Spinal decompression now offered by 

Dr. Gary Parker here in Greene! 
Also in Sidney, Oxford and Whitney Point 

Locations!

Call Today! 607-656-4464

33 N. Chenango St., Greene, NY 13778
Dr. Gary G. Parker, Jr., DPT

Office: 607-656-4464 • Fax: 607-656-4593

GREENE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY & 

WOUND CARE TREATMENT
“Maximizing the Quality of Life and Movement”

Odds & Ends
baiNbridge – The bainbridge american Legion post 806 will be selling chicken by wilson’s on Saturday, Nov. 7 beginning at 10:30 a.m. until quantities sell out. The Legionnaires will be set up at the family dollar Store, located on N. Main St. dinners include a chicken half, Sylvia’s potato salad and Sharon’s baked beans, with all 

WintEr suppErs

Fun Fact: It costs 
the U.S. government 
2.5 cents to produce 

a quarter. 

pancakE Listing
baiNbridge – The bainbridge american Legion post 806 will be selling chicken by wilson’s on Saturday, Nov. 7 beginning at 10:30 a.m. until quantities sell 

Save Some Green
with our Home Energy SPECIAL!

NOW – March 31, 2017
Borrow Up to $5,000.00-
Over the $8,000.00 Max
Fuel- Including Oil, Propane, Wood, Pellets etc.

6 Mos. @ 3.50% APR
7-12 Mos. @ 4.00% APR

AND
For Energy Star Appliances and Furnaces, 

Hot Water Heaters, Pellet Stoves, Solar Panels, Etc.

We will go as long as
24 Mos. @ 4.25 % APR

 
Some restrictions may apply – New money only

Chen-Del-O Federal Credit Union
PO Box 102 / 114 Main Street, Franklin, NY 13775

607-829-3560 / 607-829-3561-Fax • www.chendelo.org

We Are Giving Away 
4 Tickets to Pippen 

- Winner of Best 
Musical

Wed., Mar. 1 • 7pm
at

The Forum Theatre
236 Washington St.

in Binghamton
Submit Your Entry 
by February 24 

at Noon
Mail To: TriTown News, PO Box 208, Sidney, NY 13838

Or Drop Off At: Tri-Town News Offi ce, 85 Main St., Suite 1, Sidney
Winners will be announced Feb. 24th

Name ______________________________
Address_____________________________
Phone No. __________________________

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE TICKETS ARE FOR
WED., Mar. 1st AT 7 PM

ENTER ONLY IF YOU CAN USE THEM ON THIS DATE. 
THANK YOU!

SidNey - Join the ances-
try-genealogy meet up at the 
Sidney Memorial public Li-
brary! Members of this begin-
ners group can use ancestry 
Library edition to discover 
their unique family history, 
build a family tree and learn 
genetic dNa genealogy. 

participants should bring 
their own laptop or other wifi 
enabled device. The group 
will meet on Tuesday, feb. 
28 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Sidney library’s meet-
ing room, 8 river St., Sidney. 
beginners are welcome, no 
rSVp is required. call 563-
1200 for more information. 

baiNbridge - The 
bainbridge-guilford central 
School will hold a board of 
education meeting on Thurs-
day, feb. 16 in the district 
conference room at 6:30 p.m. 
The business portion of the 
meeting will start at 7 p.m. 

uNadiLLa - The village 
of unadilla will be holding 
their regularly scheduled 
meeting on feb. 21 at 6:30 
p.m. at the firehouse, 77 clif-
ton St., unadilla. 

uNadiLLa - The village 
of unadilla planning board 
will be holding their regularly 
scheduled meeting on Thurs-
day, feb. 16 at 6 p.m. at the 

community house/library, 193 
Main St., unadilla. 

baiNbridge - The vil-
lage of bainbridge planning 
board will hold their regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting 
on Monday, feb. 20 at 7 p.m. 
in the village clerk’s office, 33 
west Main St., bainbridge. 

baiNbridge - The vil-
lage of bainbridge board of 
trustees will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, feb. 21 
at 6:30 p.m. in the village 
clerk’s office, 33 west Main 
St., bainbridge. The purpose 
of the public hearing will 
be to consider Local Law #1 
of 2017, a local law enacting 
communications tower regu-
lations.  immediately follow-
ing the public hearing the 
board will hold their regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting.  
These meetings are open to 
the public and any interested 
parties are welcome to attend. 

SidNey ceNTer - The 
Sidney center fire depart-
ment will be holding a pitch 
tournament on Saturday, feb. 
25. Sign up will open at 12:30 
p.m. with the tournament 
starting at 1 p.m. food and re-
freshments will be available. 

baiNbridge - Superin-
tendent Tim ryan will present 

information on the proposed 
district capital project on the 
following dates:

wednesday, feb. 15 in the 
Jr-Sr high School auditorium 
at 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 14 in the 
guilford elementary cafete-
ria at 7 p.m.

Tours of the district’s build-
ings will take place:

Thursday, feb. 16 - high 
School - 6:30 p.m. - district 
conference room

Monday, feb. 27 - green-
lawn - 6:30 p.m. - greenlawn 
conference room

Thursday, March 2 - guil-
ford - 6:30 p.m. - guiford el-
ementary cafeteria

district residents will have 
the opportunity to vote on the 
$16.5 million dollar project 
on March 22. Voting will take 
place from noon to 9:00 p.m. 
at the greenlawn elementary 
School in bainbridge and at 
the guilford Town hall in 
guilford. 

uNadiLLa - The un-
adilla chamber of commerce 
will have its next regular 
meeting on Tuesday, feb. 21 
at green’s Long river inn, 54 
rte. 357, unadilla, beginning 
at 8:15 a.m. all members and 
directors are urged to attend. 

ONeONTa - The Midstate 
arms collectors Oneonta gun 

and knife show will be Sun-
day, March 5 from 9 to 3 p.m. 
at the holiday inn. 

SidNey - The Sidney 
town planning board will hold 
its monthly meeting on Tues-
day, feb. 28. The meeting will 
be held in the Sidney civic 
center’s boardroom at 7 p.m. 

baiNbridge - The vil-
lage of bainbridge Zoning 
board of appeals will hold its 
regularly scheduled monthly 
meeting on Monday, feb. 27 
at 7 p.m. in the village clerk’s 
office, 33 west Main St., 
bainbridge. 

baiNbridge - The vil-
lage of bainbridge offices will 
be closed Saturday, feb. 18 
and Monday, feb. 20 in obser-
vance of the president’s day 
holiday.

The office will reopen on 
Tuesday, feb. 21 at 9 a.m. for 
regular business. 

weLLS bridge – The 
four county Library System’s 
cybermobile will be in wells 
bridge on Tuesday, feb. 21 
from 2:10 to 2:30 p.m. inside 
the firehouse. for questions 
about the cybermobile sched-
ule, call 723-8236 and dial 
zero for the operator. 

uNadiLLa - The first 
presbyterian church, located 
at 156 Main St., unadilla, will 
be serving a “Sweetheart” 
spaghetti dinner on Saturday, 
feb. 18 from 4 to 7 p.m. be 
sure to mark this date on your 
calendar and take your sweet-
heart, family or loved ones out 
for dinner. 

The dinner will include spa-
ghetti with Mamma J’s home-
made spaghetti sauce made 
with dave Johnson’s home-
grown tomatoes, italian sau-
sage, tossed salad, bread and 
a beverage. dessert will be 
cherry crisp a la mode. chil-
dren under five years old will 
eat for free.

The proceeds will benefit 
church operations and mission 
efforts. One dollar from each 
meal purchased will be do-
nated locally to the unadilla 
emergency Squad.

for more information, call 
dave Johnson at 369-9531 
or Louise Lesh at 369-9579. 
The church is handicapped 
accessible.  

SidNey - St. Luke’s Lu-
theran church will hold a 
chicken and biscuit dinner 
Saturday, feb. 18 from 4-6:30 
p.m. in the church commu-
nity room, 139 w. Main St., 
Sidney.

The menu will include: 
chicken/biscuits, gravy, green 
beans, fresh carrots, cranberry 
sauce and assorted homemade 
desserts.

Takeouts will be available. 
children under 5 will be free. 
a portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to a local charity. 

SidNey - St. paul’s church, 
located at 25 river St., Sidney, 
will host a baked ham dinner 
featuring mashed potatoes, 
gravy, sweet potatoes casse-
role, green beans, rolls, cole-
slaw, beverages and a choice 
of desserts on friday, feb. 24 
from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. guests 
will have the option to eat in 
or take out. 

giLberTSViLLe - a 
soup and sandwich luncheon 
will be held on Saturday, feb. 
18 from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the gilbertsville baptist 
church, NLfh. a variety of 
soups and sandwiches will 
be served along with assorted 
desserts. 

afTON - The afton Vfw 
auxiliary will be holding 
an all-you-can-eat soup and 
sandwich meal, including des-
sert and drink, on friday, feb. 
17 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 

baiNbridge - The Soup 
kitchen at the bainbridge 
united Methodist church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s facebook page.

 
SidNey - a full meal 

is served at St. paul’s epis-
copal church, 25 river St. 
every wednesday from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. food selec-
tions vary weekly and all are 
welcome. 

uNadiLLa - a week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery Thursday at 12:30 p.m. 
at St. Matthews episcopal 
church. a free will offering is 
appreciated. 

uNadiLLa - breakfast in 
the basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at the unadilla united 
Methodist church on Main St. 
all are welcome. donations 
are accepted but not expected. 

SidNey - The first con-
gregational church, located 
on the corner of bridge and 
Main Streets in Sidney, offers 
free soup and sandwiches with 
dessert and drink from 4-6 
p.m. on the second Thursday 
of every month. 

Share the Bounty Dinner
SidNey - Join your friends 

and neighbors for a free Share 
the bounty community dinner 
on Thursday, feb. 23, from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Sidney 
united Methodist church on 
12 Liberty St. 

Many thanks to Sacred 
heart catholic church for 
preparing and serving this 
meal. The menu will include 
roasted pork loin, roasted red 
potatoes, string beans, apple-
sauce and dessert. 

afTON - The afton Veter-
ans of foreign wars post 3529 
will host an all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast Saturday, 
feb. 18 from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
The breakfast will be served 
at the Vfw post at 187 Main 
St. afton, across from the 
NbT building. The breakfast 
is open to all and will include 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, sau-
sage, home fries, coffee and 
juice.

There will be a small charge 
for the breakfast and proceeds 
will go to help the Vfw post 
3529.  

uNadiLLa - On Tuesday, 
feb. 28, St. Mathew’s episco-
pal church in unadilla will 
hold a pancake dinner from 5-7 
p.m.  

TreadweLL - On Satur-
day, March 4, the Treadwell 
Methodist church will be 
holding a breakfast from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

The meal will include pan-

cakes, scrambled eggs, sau-
sage and biscuits with sausage 
gravy.  

cOVeNTryViLLe - it’s 
cold out there, but it will be 
warm and welcoming on 
Saturday, feb. 18, from 7 to 10 
a.m., at first congregational 
church in coventryville, 
where they will be serving 
up your favorite breakfast, 
including all you can eat 
pancakes, sausage, home-fried 
potatoes, scrambled eggs, 
homemade sausage gravy and 
biscuits, orange juice, plenty of 
hot coffee, and great fellowship 
around the table. 

Meet friends and neighbors 
there and begin the weekend 
right. Take State hwy. 41 or 206 
to the four-corners, blinking 
traffic light in coventryville. 
Turn onto county rd. 27 and 
you’ll see the sign and church 
from there.  

contact pastor Joyce at 639-
1841 for more information. 

The Family of 
Mike Buchanan 

would like to thank 
everyone from the bottom of our

We couldn’t get through this without each 
and every one of you.

hearts for all the cards, food, fl owers, 
and for all the support through this sad time.

Thank you again,
From the entire

Buchanan Family
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Church will hold a 
Chicken & Biscuit Dinner

Sat., February 18th from 4-6:30 pm 
in the Church Community Room at 

139 W. Main St. in Sidney
Menu Includes: Chicken/Biscuits, gravy, green beans, 

fresh carrots, cranberry sauce and assorted homemade desserts
Cost: Adults: $8.75

Children: $3.50 • Under 5 Free
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to a local charity.

Jericho Arts Council
Presents

Slewfoot
Saturday, Feb. 25th 

at 7:00 pm
$12.00 Adults

$10.00 Seniors & Students
Doors open at 6 pm.

Ticket reservations call 
607-288-3882

� e Town Hall � eatre
15 N. Main St., Bainbridge

www.jerichoarts.com

Next Show: 
Friday, March 10th 

at 7:00 pm 
Memories of 
Patsy Cline

 In the Gallery:
Robin Robertson

Tri-Town To Do’s
Kids Arrr Invited to Pirate 
VBS at Unadilla UMC

uNadiLLa - ahoy, all 
ye who love christ and his 
children! The churches of un-
adilla are excited to bring you 
the “pirates who don’t do 
anything” for winter Vaca-
tion bible School, to be held 
feb. 20-24, from 1-3:30 p.m. 

The unadilla united Meth-
odist church hall will be 
transformed into a fun pirate 
adventure where children 
ages 3-middle school will ride 
the high seas of adventure 
through breathtaking bible 
stories, lively worship, action-
packed games and amazing 
science experiences. we wel-
come all children no matter 
their church affiliation.  There 
will be upbeat music, a bible 
story adventure and crafts. 
each day will begin with mu-
sic and a skit and will include 

a snack. avast, me hearties, 
and make ready for adventure 
ahead!

preregistration is helpful, 
though not required. registra-
tion forms are available at the 
following churches:  unadilla 
center Methodist, unadilla 
Methodist, St. Matthews epis-
copal in unadilla, unadilla 
presbyterian, friends church, 
assembly of god in Sidney, 
Sacred heart in Sidney, Sid-
ney Methodist, Mt. upton 
Methodist, circle drive al-
liance church in Sidney and  
east guilford presbyterian, or 
kids can register upon arrival. 
for more information, call 
563-7713

uNadiLLa – The un-
adilla chamber of commerce 
hosted the four chamber mixer 
on Monday, Jan. 23 at green’s 
Long river inn. as has been 
the case in years past, the 
weather did not cooperate.

unadilla chamber attend-
ees included Jackie carey, 
anna ritchey, Lois green, 
rich rudolph and Susan 
Mott; Sidney chamber of 
commerce was represented 
by Stephanie Taylor and ryan 
dalpiaz and from bainbridge 
came philip and Violet wade, 
bruce kellogg, John payne 
and Terri deroche.

president of the unadilla 
cofc, Jackie carey reported 
that the group is celebrating 
its 66th year and that member-
ship letters for 2017 have been 
mailed. 

The group’s annual “Santa 
Saturday” saw about 50 chil-
dren visiting with Mr. and 
Mrs. claus. a Shop hop, with 
22 business participating, was 
held during the holidays and 
a $100 gift certificate was 
awarded to the winner. carey 
also reported several groups 
having participated in the first 
annual Santa Saturday parade. 

The village received anoth-
er grant for home repairs to 
qualifying homeowners. 

don Tuttle spoke on his 
wild fox grape Jelly enter-
prise, the proceeds of which 
go toward the Tuttles’ trip 
to africa, where they plan 
to take school supplies and 
building latrines in partner-
ship with the rotary club of 

unadilla. 
Lastly, carey reported that 

unadilla gained two new busi-
nesses in November and, just 
within the last two weeks, 
Needful Things opened.

president Taylor reported 
on behalf of the Sidney cofc. 
Their organization has 90 
members and five “friends of 
the chamber.” They offer a 
six-month trial membership to 
all new businesses.

On March 23 Trackside 
dining will host a new busi-
ness coffee hour. New busi-
nesses are being asked to 
display information on their 
business at said event.

Shelia paul is resigning as 
Sidney’s chamber secretary 
and, as such, a replacement 
secretary/office manager is 
currently being sought.

Sidney has set the date of 
april 20 to host the next four 
chamber mixer.

The annual arts and Mu-
sic festival at keith clark 
park will take place on July 
15, the same time as alumni 
weekend. 

June 2 will be the Sidney 
cofc’s annual dinner and the 
chamber is currently seeking 
ballots for business of the year 
and citizen of the year; infor-
mation is available on the Sid-
ney cofc web site.

bainbridge’s president 
payne reported that letters 
have been sent out for the 
chamber’s membership drive, 
with 150 mailed. 

bainbridge connects is a 
news flyer published three 

times a year and the winter 
copy is currently available. 

bainbridge’s christmas pa-
rade had 38 entries and Santa 
visited with 70 children. re-
latedly, 38 christmas trees 
lined the streets of the busi-
ness district.

Small business Saturday 
was held at the bainbridge 
Town hall.

The bainbridge fire de-
partment is looking to have an 
elevator installed for access 
to the meeting room upstairs 
to be used for community 
meetings.

Saturday, Jan. 28 marked 
the annual Sleigh rally at 
general clinton park. 

On March 25 galaxy 
bowl of bainbridge will host 
a bowling tournament. as 
members of the cofc, galaxy 
bowl has held three business 
after hours.

The bainbridge cofc is 
working with b-g’s superin-
tendent to initiate a shadowing 
program in local businesses. 

The weathervane on top of 
the town hall building was 
raised to increase visibility 
and now has Led lights. 

a group of bainbridge 
residents is interested in ac-
quiring the Jericho inn and is 
currently investigating grants 
that could aide in the purchase 
process.

The Otsego county cham-
ber will hold a job fair on 
wednesday, april 5 from 1 to 
4 p.m. at the holiday inn in 
Oneonta.  

Sacred Cows and Other 
Idols

by The rev. patty wolff, 
united presbyterian church 
of east guilford

it’s hard to imagine our 
lives without the many tra-
ditions and rituals that we 
observe as we grow. There 
are “birth -- days” and birth-
days, first teeth and first dates, 
confirmation, graduation and 
matriculation, proms and pro-
motions.  No matter who we 
are, ritual permeates the very 
fabric of our lives and we 
would not be the magnificent 
creatures god created if these 
rites weren’t there to help us 
know who we are and where 
we’re going. 

yet, we know that while 
our traditions help give us 
our bearings, they can also 
separate us from others whose 
affinities are different.  in a 
world that is so diverse, how 
do we hold on to ourselves 
while enjoying and appreciat-
ing those who come from dif-
ferent backgrounds? indeed, 
can we accept those differ-
ences as equally valid ways 
of expressing life, faith and 
hope?

in his letter to the galatians, 
paul tells us that there is “no 
longer Jew nor greek, slave 
nor free, male or female, for 
all are one in christ.” (gala-
tians 3:28) This famous quote 
comes at the end of a passage 
that reminds the early church 
that originally, they were 
slaves to the law (traditions 
and customs) and were judged 
by how well they followed 
that law.  but since christ 
came, paul says, we no longer 
have a need for “custodian.”  
for us, the “custodian” may 
be viewed as the sacred cows 
that, along with a sense of “we 
were here first,” keep us from 
embracing people who are 
different than us. These idols 
monopolize our thought and 
make us afraid we will disap-
pear into obscurity.  

yet, there is hope. in the 
late nineteenth century, this 
country was called the “melt-
ing pot,” and for good reason. 
we shocked the world by 
combining disparate cultures 
into a single nation which 
came to adulthood faster than 
any other country. Somehow 
we found a way to reach deep 
within ourselves to find a 
common ground on which all 

must stand: freedom, peace, 
hope. we came together in 
our humanity.  So now, as 
the world coalesces into a 
“union,” we again fear that we 
are “losing ourselves.” 

but i think if we reach back 
into our collective history and 
take a lesson from the genera-
tion that follows us, we will 
see hope.

Over christmas my god-
children went to Japan all by 
themselves for three weeks, 
living in other people’s 
homes. My generation would 
never have considered it, but 
for them it was natural, just a 
click away. They had a blast! 
whether we like it or not, our 
young people are getting the 
message that St. paul shared 
with the early church and with 
which we are still struggling: 
we are all human and despite 
our differences – even in re-
ligion – we are connected to 
one another. when one hurts, 
we all hurt. when one rejoic-
es, we all do. St. paul said we 
are one in christ. and so we 
are. but the truth is, we are all 
one – period.

pastOr’s pEn
baiNbridge – The bainbridge american Legion post 806 will be selling chicken by wilson’s on Saturday, Nov. 7 beginning at 10:30 a.m. until quantities sell out. The Legionnaires will be set up at the family dollar Store, located on N. Main St. 

Unatego’s Annual Student & Staff Variety 
Show to Take Center Stage Feb. 17

OTegO – Mark your cal-
endar now to attend the annual 
unatego Student & Staff Va-
riety Show on friday, feb. 17.  
Show time is 7:00 p.m. on the 
unatego Middle/high School 
stage.  doors will open at 6:00 
p.m. for the show.  There will 
be a per-person admission fee 

for adults; children five and 
under are free.

come, sit back, relax and 
enjoy a variety of entertain-
ment with singing, danc-
ing, instrumentals and more.  
Students and staff have been 
rehearsing the past several 
weeks to put on an exciting 

night of entertainment.  as al-
ways, proceeds from the un-
atego Variety Show will go to 
a local charitable cause.  

you won’t want to miss this 
yearly event, where the spot-
light is on the diverse talents 
of students and staff alike!

Tri-Town Theatre and Out 
of the Woodwork Players to 
Stage Joint Production in May; 
Auditions are Feb. 21

SidNey - auditions will 
be held Tuesday, feb. 21 from 
7-8:30 p.m. at the bainbridge 
Town hall Theater for Ev-
erybody Loves Opal by John 
patrick.  Originally produced 
on broadway in 1961 and de-
scribed by The New York Mir-
ror as “loads of laughs and 
a cheerful philosophy,” this 
comedy promises to be fun 
for the audience as well as the 
cast.

The play requires two fe-
males and four males. Opal 
should be somewhere around 
her late 50s; gloria, in her 
early 20s; bradford, his early 
30s; and Solomon should be 
nearer in age to Opal. There is 
also a part for a doctor with a 
stiff neck and a young police 
officer. check the facebook 
pages of either the Tri-Town 

Theatre or the Out of the 
woodwork players for details, 
or call anne griffith at 563-
1853. for anyone interested 
in auditioning, scripts are now 
available for sign out at the 
circulation desk at Sidney Me-
morial Library.  please return 
scripts by Tuesday at 5 p.m. or 
bring them to auditions.

The production will be 
staged at the bainbridge Town 
hall Theater, friday and Sat-
urday evenings, May 12 and 
13, and Sunday, Mother’s day 
afternoon, May 14.   a dessert 
theater format is planned for 
all three performances. plan 
to take Mom out for a lovely 
meal, and treat her to dessert 
and a hilarious play after din-
ner. Everybody Loves Opal is 
suitable for all ages, so bring 
the whole family.

Enjoy Hand Sewing Workshop 
at Sidney Library Feb. 18

SidNey - Visit the Sidney 
Memorial public Library for a 
fun and creative sewing work-
shop on Saturday, feb. 18, at 
1 p.m. 

No need to bring a ma-
chine, this is a hand sew-
ing project. it’s fun to create 
“hexies,” material hexagons 
out of fabric circles.  Sew 
them together, and you have 
a table runner in the size of 
your preference. Library vol-
unteer, Lori white, will lead 

participants through the pro-
cess of creating this unique 
sewing project. 

Stop in the library to regis-
ter and get a list of materials 
to bring. a sample of the run-
ner is on display now in the 
circulation desk display case.  
register today to reserve a 
spot in this great winter work-
shop. it’s free and open to the 
public.

Mt. Upton Community 
to Explore Possibility of 
Establishing Co-op at Feb. 21 
Meeting

MT. upTON - On Tuesday, 
feb. 21 at 6 p.m., the Mount 
upton united Methodist 
church will host a meeting 
to explore creating a co-op 
in Mount upton for the sus-
tainable development of the 
community.

Organizers would like to 
give local craftspeople, arti-

sans, homemakers, garden-
ers and other interested folks 
the opportunity to supple-
ment their income while also 
helping the community. also 
needed will be people who 
can run the storefront, clean 
up the facility and bring great 
ideas. for further info, call 
867-4031.
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gOOd OLd days

Delaware Valley Humane Society
and McDowell & Walker

Pet of the Week
Present:

Your Pet’s
Favorite Store!!

Goliath
Goliath is a one-year-old Lab/

Pitbull mix. He is very sweet and 
animal-friendly; he just loves 

everyone he meets! Goliath must 
have a strong handler because he 
is incredibly strong. He is already 

neutered and house-trained.

AFTON
11 Mill St.

Afton, NY 13730
Store: (607)639-2331

DELHI
4 Depot St.

Delhi, NY 13753
Store: (607)746-2314
Shop: (607)746-6601

SIDNEY
5 Mang Dr.

Sidney, NY 13838
Store: (607)563-9797
Shop: (607)563-9823

“National Holidays” This Week
February 16

National Do A 
Grouch A Favor 

Day

February 17

National Care 
Givers Day 

February 18

National Battery 
Day - To appreciate 

the convenience 
batteries provide

February 19
National 

Chocolate Mint 
Day -

10th most popular ice 
cream � avor is mint 

chocolate chip

February 20

President’s Day  

February 21
National Sticky 

Bun Day -
Credit German settlers 
in the 18th century for 

this tasty treat

February 22 National Margarita Day -
It’s 5 o’clock somewhere!

SIDNEY
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 19, 1992
concern over the state 

budgetary process and the 
increased tax and fee burden 
being imposed on NyS resi-
dents was expressed by the 
governmental affairs com-
mittee of the Sidney chamber 
of commerce. 

The committee, headed by 
craig Vancott, stated that 
“governor cuomo has pro-
posed nearly $1.7 billion in 
new taxes and fees as part of 
his $56.5 billion state budget 
proposed for the 1992-93 fis-
cal year. all the proposed tax 
increases will require legisla-
tive approval. The governor 
can enact three of his 31 new 
fee proposals without legisla-
tive approval.” 

The cofc also said, 
“NyS’s budget has nearly 
doubled since Mario cuomo 
took office. can we say we are 
twice as well off? New york-
ers must be aware of the gov-
ernor’s proposed tax and fee 
increases before it is too late.

The government affairs 
committee at the time urged 
the public to get involved by 
contacting assemblymen, 
state senators and the gov-
ernor to voice “concern over 
these oppressive increases.” 

BAINBRIDGE
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 19, 1992
after nearly two years of 

searching for a full-time offi-
cer, the village of bainbridge 
finally received clearance for 
russell keuling and was able 

to appoint him as acting po-
lice chief on feb. 10. keuling 
was from east islip, N.y. and, 
at the time, a ten-year veteran 
of the Nyc Transit police 
department. 

bainbridge trustees inter-
viewed keuling and one other 
applicant in august of 1991 
and then wited for the back-
ground investigation and civil 
service clearance. The county 
office approved his lateral 
transfer early in 1992. 

The village’s search for a 
fill-time officer first began in 
May of 1990, with the con-
sideration of the first round 
of applicants culminating in 
a negative investigation of the 
initial officer selected. 

at the time, Jim winn, the 
village trustee assigned to the 
police department, said that 
keuling was expected to be-
gin his duties on feb. 24. 

keuling was expected to 
move to the area permanent-
ly at the end of the school 
year with his wife and three 
children.

The village’s intention was 
to reduce the four-man, part-
time force by two officers 
after a three-week transition 
period. bainbridge had uti-
lized a part-time configura-
tion since april of 1988 when 
charles Mangels resigned 
from the acting chief position. 

a public reception and 
meet-and-greet was later held 
on feb. 29 for keuling.  

AFTON 
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 19, 1992
The afton central School 

board of education, which 
saw rough sketches of a rede-
signed building proposal dur-
ing their feb. 12 regular meet-
ing, expected to view a greatly 
reduced building project con-
cept at its feb. 24 meeting. 

On Jan. 27 the board met 
with district residents for in-
put on the scope of a building 
project and to gain a sense 
of the community’s willing-
ness to financially back said 
project. The consensus at that 
time was that a six million 
dollar project would be more 
acceptable than the previous 
near twelve million dollar 
plan. 

as a result, the bearsch-
compeau architectural firm 
hired by the district began 
work on scaled-down project 
plans. 

The revision included put-
ting a two-story extension on 
the elementary wing, adding 
roughly 400,000 square feet. 
elementary rooms were ex-
pected to be moved to the ad-
dition, with high school and 
middle school rearranged in 
what was previously the exist-
ing elementary area. 

afton’s then-superinten-
dent said at the time, “it isn’t 
really what we wanted, but it 
[will] meet our most immedi-
ate need for additional class-
room space.”  

UNATEGO
25 YEARS AGO

Feb. 19, 1992
Students in the Occupa-

tion class offered at unatego 
central School spent a day 
in the kitchen instead of the 

classroom learning firsthand 
what it means to run a school 
lunch program. kids were 
tasked with planning a menu, 
preparing the food, serving 
the meal and then cleaning up 
afterward. 

 

SIDNEY
50 YEARS AGO

Feb. 15, 1967
The Sidney School board 

decided to proceed with devel-
oping plans for a new primary 
school to house students in 
grades kindergarten through 
third. The new building was 
planned for somewhere on 
the 56-acre tract owned by 
the school on which the se-
nior high building and pearl 
St. School were then located. 
The proposed building was 
to have 21 to 25 classrooms. 
plans were to have the pearl 
St. School become an inter-
mediate school for students in 
grades three through six.  

BAINBRIDGE
50 YEARS AGO

FEB. 15, 1967
Several representatives of 

the bainbridge chamber of 
commerce attended a meet-
ing of the bainbridge Town 
board and offered the town 
clerk a check for $500 with 
which to purchase the corbin 
property in bennettsville for 
development as a park. 

Justice of the peace frank 
corbin recommended that the 
town board defer any action 
until the board had opportuni-
ty to further study the matter.

Sidney Resident Reacts to 
Woodyshek Article

dear editor,
The following is offered in 

response to woodyshek’s “a 
perspective on Sidney flood 
Mitigation projects, part 1,” 
published in the feb. 9 edition 
of TTN.

it is very refreshing to read 
woodyshek’s article on flood 
mitigation. it is particularly 
refreshing to see that wood-
yshek has topped his dedicat-
ed service to our village with 
continued vigilance, caring 
and insight.

i doubt that anyone can seri-
ously confront woodysheck’s 
factual accuracy, logic and 

ability to demonstrate how the 
current plans for flood mitiga-
tion, in fact, put the benefit of 
a few ahead of the interests of 
the many. clearly, those most 
harmed by the floods are ig-
nored in the interest of those 
politically connected.

The question that remains 
is: how do the many organize 
to confront, politically, the in-
terests of the few? in my view 
the problem is more one of 
draining the political swamp 
than mitigating the rising 
waters. i hope, in continuing 
installments, that woodyshek 
provides the political guid-
ance to achieve this end.

dr. edward Nichols
Sidney

New Beginnings Thrift Shop to Host 
Annual Coat Giveaway Beginning 
Feb. 16

GOHS to Host Otsego Trolley Line 
Presentation Feb. 18

ONeONTa - On Saturday, 
feb. 18, the greater Oneonta 
historical Society will host 
local historian, Jim Loudon, 
who will present “The Otsego 
Trolley Line” at 2 p.m. at the 
history center, 183 Main St. 
Loudon says that “of all the 
railroads i have researched, 
none has intrigued me more 
than the southern N.y., since 
most of the line was contained 

in Oneonta and Otsego coun-
ty, as opposed to larger lines 
like the delaware and hudson 
or the ulster and delaware 
where Oneonta was a stop on 
an extended system. The goal 
of my presentation will be to 
reveal the route of the SNy 
through our area and enable 
those who are interested to 
locate the remaining vestiges 
of ‘our’ trolley line.” The pro-

gram is being presented in 
conjunction with the history 
center’s current exhibition, 
“Oneonta’s Trolley Line: The 
Southern New york,” which 
continues through april 22.

The program is free and 
open to the public. for more 
information, contact 432-
0960 or e-mail info@Oneon-
tahistory.org.

baiNbride – The New 
beginnings Thrift Shop, lo-
cated in the presbyterian 
church in bainbridge, will be 
having its annual mid-winter 
coat giveaway beginning 
Thursday, feb. 16 and run-
ning through the end of the 
month, or until all coats are 

gone.
included in the giveaway 

will be hats, scarves and socks. 
additionally, New begin-
nings Thrift Shop still has a 
good supply of warm clothing 
spanning baby through adult. 
all items are very reason-
ably priced, with most baby 

and kids’ clothing under $1, 
men’s and women’s shirts and 
sweaters around $1 and jeans 
and dress pants only 50 cents. 
New beginnings Thrift Shop 
is open Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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Fun Fact: The patent 
for the fire hydrant 
was destroyed in a 

fire.

*(This includes a .75% discount off current rate with Member Rewards)

Apply online sfcuonline.org

1-877-642-SFCU (7328) 
sfcuonline.org

Federally Insured by NCUA
To qualified applicants. Some restrictions may apply. 

Current sfcu loans are not eligible for refinancing.

AUTO
LOAN SALE

Drive Away Today...
Low Rate
Auto Financing
Saves You Money!
Buy A New 
Or Used Vehicle
FINANCING AS LOW AS

For 24 Months To Qualified Buyers2.20%
APR*

FEBRUARY 1st - 28th, 2017
HURRY! LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Refinance your
current high-interest vehicle loan 

from another financial institution!

VIP Payroll and
Tax Services

Bookkeeping, Fax and Copy Service Also Available
• FAST AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE •

1 North Main St., Bainbridge
607-967-5624 • Fax: 607-967-3863

M-F 9-5,
Sat. 9-Noon

Quali� ed To Handle All Your
Personal and Business Needs
Individual • Corporation • Partnership • E-File

INCOME TAX
TAXMASTER

PREPARATION

191 Main Street
Afton, NY

(607) 639-1725

10 N. Main Street
Bainbridge, NY

(607) 967-3200

CALL FOR

APPOINTMENT

Over 65 Years Of Combined Experience

REPEAT
CUSTOMERS

10%
DISCOUNT

If We Did Your Taxes Last Year
Not Valid With Other Discounts

Expires 4/17/17

TAXMASTER

NEW
CUSTOMERS

10%
DISCOUNT

With Coupon Only
Not Valid With Other Discounts

Expires 4/17/17

TAXMASTER

or carefully enough, richards 
emphasized, “we counted 
fourteen spaces that could be 
reconfigured and that’s barely 
enough for grades 3 through 
5. we need 28 classrooms giv-
en the current and projected 
enrollment.” 

reiterating richards’s rea-
sons for rejecting the proposal, 
downey noted that if prospec-
tive parents were to see some 
of the spaces labeled in by-
rnes’s plan as potential class-
rooms there would be signifi-
cant “pushback.” “These are 
not spaces you would want to 
put kids,” added downey. 

audience members, how-
ever, maintained that “there 
[are] ways to make it work” 
and suggested that the board’s 
and richards’s “agenda” was 
keeping them from really con-
sidering such an alternative. 

following public input, 
the resolution to close Otego 
elementary, effective aug. 
31, 2017, was read out in full 
before six of the seven board 
members voted in favor of the 
closure.

To enthusiastic applause 
from the audience, Jim Salis-
bury was the lone board mem-
ber to vote against the resolu-
tion. Listing factors specific 
to unadilla elementary like 
flooding and an aged sewer 
system, Salisbury stated, 
“Otego is the wrong building 
to close.” 

board member florian 
reyda, who spearheaded 
the “unatego united” move-
ment of 2009 said, “facing 
this decision is so not what 
i signed up for. it’s a killer.” 
reyda, though, referred to an 
Otego closure as “the lesser 
of two evils,” calling the pos-
sible dissolution of the dis-
trict without an immediate 
building closure the “greater 
evil.” reyda also noted that 
unadilla elementary’s name 
should be changed to unatego 
elementary so that “all feel 
welcome in its halls.” 

echoing reyda, board 
member Jay Mcdermott said, 
“My decision is driven by fis-

cal responsibility. we need 
to do this to keep unatego 
solvent.” 

immediately following the 
majority vote, Otego resident 
and vocal opponent to the 
closure, buzz hesse, repre-
senting constituents protest-
ing excessive School Taxes 
(cpeST)/against closing 
community elementary 
School Structures (acceSS), 
said to the board, “you have 
effectively done something…
that’s not unlike ripping the 
heart out of our community 
with this decision.” alleg-
ing that the board’s deci-
sion “puts the cart before the 
horse,” hesse said, “you have 
not given us any kind of solid 
plan [and] it should be appar-
ent that the will of the people 
is not to close this school.” 

here hesse read out a mis-
sive from cpeST/acceSS, 
noting that, “The unatego 
board of education has vio-
lated [its] own policy to ‘do 
the will of the people in mat-
ters of education’ and has ig-
nored the will of the people 
to keep Otego elementary 
School open for another year 
until a proper transition plan 
is established.” cpeST/ac-
ceSS made a motion to re-
scind the vote to close Otego 
elementary.  

calling the decision “civil 
murder,” hesse labeled an 
Otego closure as “one of the 
most disruptive things you 
could have done, despite all 
of the justifications espoused 
here.” 

Others accused richards 
and the board of not having 
done “due diligence.” bill 
Sears of Otego said to rich-
ards specifically, “it’s been 
fairly obvious since the town 
hall meeting that you’ve had 
your mind made up…[with] 
no care or concern about the 
public’s words, feelings or 
comments.” Sears, repeating 
a worry voiced by many an 
Otegan, said, “from this point 
forward the best that you 
could do as a board is com-
mit to closing the unadilla 

school.”
The matter of a guaranteed 

unadilla building closure was 
of much dispute, as board 
president rené Treffeisen ad-
mitted that a sitting board can 
in no way ensure the actions 
of a future board. board mem-
bers hold a three-year term 
and, as Treffeisen pointed out, 
several current members are 
approaching their term ends 
in the next year or two and 
will likely not be party to a 
resolution to close unadilla 
elementary in roughly five 
years.

Looking ahead, dr. rich-
ards said that he anticipated 
putting a project for the ex-
pansion of the existing mid-
dle/high school out to bid in 
2022. asked how soon the 
process of consolidating the 
district could realistically 
start, richards said a stake-
holder committee will likely 
be assembled by next fall. “it’s 
my goal to have everybody 
here,” said richards. inviting 
community engagement, he 
added, “i believe firmly that 
i work for you and i remain 
open and available for as long 
as i’m here.” 

when audience members 
inquired about the fate of the 
Otego elementary building, 
richards expressed intentions 
to work directly with mem-
bers of cpeST/acceSS to 
gain their opinions and ideas 
regarding a potential sale 
and/or repurposing. To that, 
downey added that he hopes 
the “enmity” surrounding 
the issue will dissipate and 
that the district and its com-
munities can “move forward 
together.” 

reyda, too, indicated his 
hope that community groups 
will champion a build-
ing repurposing campaign. 
“School districts are still lo-
cally governed,” said reyda, 
“and as we move forward it 
should be the local commu-
nity that makes this decision 
and takes the next steps.”

BOE CONTINUED
and honest discussion about 
these issues is the best way 
to avoid both ignorance and 
panic.”

The 2015 water Quality 
report states the following: 
“The village adds a sequester-
ing agent to the water (health 
department-approved) to help 
control the effects of man-
ganese in the water [and] the 
village performs monthly 
sampling to further monitor 
manganese levels. This pro-
cess of testing has indicated 
that levels of manganese in 
the last year [2014] may be as 
high as 0.48 ppm with an av-
erage of 0.416 ppm.”

according to the NyS 
department of health, the 
maximum contaminant level 
(McL) for manganese in wa-
ter should not exceed 0.3 mg/l 

(milligram per liter [parts per 
million]); similarly, levels of 
iron plus manganese should 
not exceed 0.5 mg/l. Signs 
of manganese contamination 
include rusty or black stain-
ing of fixtures and/or clothes, 
a reddish-brown film on fix-
tures and/or the toilet tank 
and “hard” water requiring a 
chemical softener.  

The village’s report states, 
“The latest certified manga-
nese sampling was above the 
McL for manganese,” but 
adds, “This McL is consid-
ered to be based on aesthet-
ics rather than on a health 
risk.”

also, as per the village’s 
2015 report, “more informa-
tion about contaminants and 
potential health effects can 
be obtained by calling the 

epa’s Safe drinking wa-
ter hotline (800-426-4791) 
or the NyS department of 
health, Oneonta district Of-
fice (432-3911).”

To learn more about indi-
vidual water testing services, 
visit www.wadsworth.org/
labcert/elap/elap.html or, to 
further read NyS dOh water 
quality fact sheets, visit www.
health.ny.gov. 

To view the 2015 Village of 
Sidney water Quality report, 
visit www.villageofsidney.org. 

Mayor Matviak said that he 
expected to be in a meeting 
to determine the viability of 
the roger’s hollow site in the 
coming days, adding, “we are 
still working on it and should 
know in next week or so.”

WATER CONTINUED

Local Chapters to Host Program on 
Mental Illness

deLhi - The National 
alliance on Mental illness 
(NaMi)* of delaware coun-
ty, along with the delphic 
fraternity of gamma Sigma 
Tau, a service fraternity at 
SuNy delhi, is presenting in 
Our Own Voice on Thursday, 
feb. 23 at 6 p.m. at the united 
Ministry of delhi, 46 church 
St., delhi.

in Our Own Voice is a pro-
gram in which NaMi-trained 

speakers will share compel-
ling stories about living with 
mental illness and achieving 
recovery and transformation. 
audience members are en-
couraged to offer feedback 
and ask questions, and to 
come to an understanding of 
what it is like to live with a 
mental illness and maintain 
recovery and hope.

Speaker Tammy burrows is 
a trained presenter for NaMi, 

and a Mary ellen copeland 
center certified wellness re-
covery action plan (wrap) 
facilitator. She is a member of 
NaMi of Otsego.

This program is being of-
fered free of charge.

Snow date: March 2.
*NaMi is the largest grass-

roots advocacy organization 
for those living with mental 
illness and their families.

Delhi to Celebrate Winter with Family 
Fun Event Feb. 18

deLhi - The greater delhi 
area chamber of commerce 
will host “frosty family fun” 
from noon until 2pm on Sat-
urday, feb. 18 at the delhi ice 
skating rink at Sheldon park 
in delhi. 

“The chamber wanted to 
draw attention to winter ac-
tivities that delhi offers,” 
said delhi chamber president, 
hope knapp. “So we orga-
nized an afternoon of skating, 
snowshoeing and games with 
prizes.” The chamber will 
collaborate with delaware 
county community action 
Network and students from 
SuNy delhi to provide free 
hot drinks, chili and snacks 

off of the barbeque.
“winter can be long around 

here, but we don’t let that 
stop us from having fun,” 
said knapp, noting that the 
event is just part of the delhi 
chamber’s year-round efforts 
to celebrate community and 
bring people out to support 
delhi area businesses.  knapp 
emphasized, “more and more 
people recognize that delhi is 
a great place to visit all year 
round, with our beautiful 
new bramley Mountain Trail, 
great shopping on Main Street 
and wide variety of food and 
drink options.” 

The delhi Skating rink is 
open daily from 8 a.m. until 

8 p.m., conditions permit-
ting, with skates of all sizes 
available onsite to borrow. as 
part of the frosty family fun 
event, snowshoes for explor-
ing recently-opened hiking 
trails will also be onsite free 
of charge. SuNy delhi will 
also offer cross-country ski-
ing lessons at the college golf 
course to those who pre-regis-
ter by calling dave deforest 
at 746-4112.

“even if you are not an ice-
skater, few can resist a good 
campfire and hot chocolate,” 
added knapp. for more in-
formation, visit the chamber’s 
website at visitdelhiny.com.

Tourism Advisory Board of Del. Co. Seeks Public Input
deLhi - The Tourism ad-

visory board of delaware 
county is planning to hold 
a series of public informa-
tion meetings throughout 
the county for the purpose 
of receiving public input and 
comments in regard to the use 
of funds raised through the 
delaware county hotel Oc-
cupancy Tax. 

The Tourism advisory 
board is charged with provid-
ing recommendations to the 
delaware county board of 
Supervisors regarding the dis-
bursement of occupancy tax 
funds for the promotion and 

development of the tourism 
industry.  The Tourism advi-
sory board has drafted a pro-
posal for how occupancy tax 
funds will be made available 
to support tourism promo-
tion activities in 2017 and will 
hold a series of public meet-
ings to present the proposal 
and solicit public input.  

The meetings will begin at 
5:30 p.m. and will take place 
on the following days:

Monday, feb. 20 – dela-
ware county public Safety 
building, delhi; Thursday, 
feb. 23 – hancock Town 
hall, hancock; Thursday, 

March 2 – Stamford Town 
hall, hobart; Monday, March 
6 – Middletown Town hall, 
Margaretville.

for additional informa-
tion, please contact the dela-

ware county department of 
economic development at 
832-5123.
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156.50 +/- ACRE 
Home and Farm – 

$395,000
The Beautiful Butternut Valley

Located on Route 51, Town of New 
Lisbon, Otsego County, NY

Completely remodeled, this brick exterior home is 
stately and rock solid on the exterior but warm and 
inviting on the inside. Not too large but perfect for 

year round living or a country getaway. Barns are in 
Excellent shape and property is easy to maintain.
56 acres of � elds, 50 acres of nice clean woods 

loaded with wildlife and hunting trails, and 50 acres 
of fenced pasture. Terri� c area.

607-725-9786

bOWLing scOrEs
SIDNEY

East Main Lanes

City League
Standings:
ermetis 50-14
east Main Lanes 44-20
The houndstooth 31-33
universal forest products 

26-38
farm family 22-42
J&M Trophies 19-45
High Series:
kevin M. 651-234-206-211
chad c. 618-182-223-213
dave f. 616-204-244-168
Scott f. 615-201-201-213
Jamie c. 611-189-223-199
bruce S. 602-224-201-177
200 Games:
Larry S. 238; Jeff S. 231; 

Scott h. 219; brandon f. 
215; ernie c. 208; rob y. 
205; barry M. 200; Joey 
O. 200. 

Monday Morning Coffee 
League

Standings:
rosebuds 113-47
yoyo’ 105-55
four on the floor 97-63
Special Ladies 70-90
country girls 69-91
foxes 69-91
Silver belle’s 69-91
Lucky Sevens 49-111
150+:
S. harris 165-178; r. Maz-

zarella 157; r. fisher 
207-173-171; S. Straka 
186-155; J. roof 162-157; 
c. daughtrey 159-179; c. 
Jackowski 150; p. hamil-
ton 163; g. Lindroth 156-
181; L. palmer 152; b. 
wood 167-155; w. book-
hout 169-166; c. Lafever 

155.
450+:
S. harris 481; r. fisher 551; S. 

Straka 489; J. roof 456; b. 
wood 455; c. daughtrey 
483; g. Lindroth 462; w. 
bookhout 460. 

East Main Ladies
Standings:
all balls No glory 92-60
in-Laws 89-63
golden girls 70-82
The bowling bags 69-83
The Misfits 68-84
women who Score 68-84
High Game:
L. Mazzarella 189.
High Series:
L. Mazzarella 478.
Noteworthy Scores: 

Algonkin Motel Mixed 
Scratch

Team Standings:
buzzy’s bluestone 66-14
gilbert plumbing & heating 

50-30
algonkin Motel 43-37
Neighbors insurance 

37.5-42.5
east Main Lanes 2-58
prinz excavating 21.5-58.5
High Games:
c. Luca 243, 245, 248; T. 

boice 211, 210; J. cole 
238cg; f. prinz 221, 211; 
M. aylesworth 201; a. 
wheeler 203; M. an-
derson 204; b. walker 
236; r. Sassano 204cg; J. 
pendorf 247cg; d. pierce 
204; r. Liberatore 226cg, 
233; d. page 222, 200; J. 
Sloan 225; r. fisher 200; 
M. ferrara 238cg, 210; k. 
Macumber 202.

High Series:

c. Luca 736; M. ferrara 642; 
J. Sloan 612; f. prinz 612; 
r. Liberatore 610; b. 
walker 600.

 

BAINBRIDGE
Galaxy Bowl

Wednesday Nite Earlybirds
Standings:
Lottie’s angels 112-64
Trash Mashers 84-92
bruning enterprises 82-94
J & M Trophies 74-102
High Game:
L. Cole - 214.
High Series:
L. Cole - 538.
180 Games: 
L. Cole – 214, 187; K. Brun-

ing – 203; M. Hoag – 189 
c.g.; K. McCaulley – 190; 
L. Noble – 182, 185.

500 Series:
K. Bruning – 524; L. Noble - 

531 L. Cole - 538. 

Thursday Morning Winter 
League

Standings:
delayed action 125-43
ups & downs98-70
gutter dusters 96-72
up & coming 95-73
unknown 88-80
dizzy dames 86-82
The Newbee’s 82-70
pin pals 72-96
Ladybugs 62-106
friends 34-134
150+:
d. fritzsch 157; d. Larry 

157-183-178; d. whaley 
199-234-252; k. Thrower 
150; b. butler 158-169; c. 
brown 186-160; k. brun-
ing 161-193-163; V. fagan 

161-150; c. brundage 171-
160-198; M. burlison 192-
215-224; e. gransbury 
171; J. O’brien 169-203-
171; b. daley 178; b. das-
cano 166-157; g. Lindroth 
168-171-176; d. Thrower 
150.

450+:
d. Larry 518; d. whaley 685; 

b. butler 459; c. brown 
471; k. bruning 517; c. 
brundage 529; M. burli-
son 631; J. O’brien 543; g. 
Lindroth 515. 

Thursday Night Men’s 
Hdcp

Standings:
ball busters 147
galaxy bowl 127
No Names 110
bainbridge Memorials 108.5
Jim’s auto repair 104
244 racing 98.5
Lil dave’s excavating 98.5
Southtown dairy 98.5
New concept Machining 98
whales coins + More 60
High Single:
b. walker 258.
High Series: 

Thursday Night Pitch 
League

Standings
dawn & roni 23 - 7
Lorraine & clyde 21 - 9
Marty & Mike 21 - 9
Lance & heather 21 - 9
david & John 19 - 11
cindy & Jay 19 - 11
Sharon & amy 19 - 11
craig & Jim 19 - 11
colleen & cindy 17 - 13 
bob & pat 17 - 13
Lee & Jason 14 - 16
carolyn & Janine 14 - 16

emily & frieda 10 - 14
Sharon & rich 13 - 17
christal & dawn 10 - 20
Susan & kathy 9 - 21
barbara & John 9 - 21
ron & Mark 8 - 22
cindy & alice 8 - 22
Linda & ernie 6 - 24 

Sunday Nite All Stars
Standings:
Split N giggles 14-2
gransbury + gransbury 12-4
Mott + Mott 10-6
glover + glover 10-6
blind 10-6
Tallmadge + Tallmadge 8-8
wicks + wicks 8-8
Meres + Meres 6-10
bruning + bruning 2-14
haynes + haynes 0-16
High Individual Single:
gary Mott 268; Margie Mott 

247.
High Individual Triple:
gary Mott 679; Margie Mott 

591.  

E.O.W.S.
Standings
No Nothing 27-9
under pressure 23-13
gut’er done 22-10
hit & Miss 19-17
The rookies 16 1/2-19 1/2
pin busters 13 1/2-22 1/2
gutter busters 12-24
Lickity Splits 11-25
Men’s High Game:
dave finch 256.
Men’s High Series:
phil Jones 654.
Women’s High Game:
Valaree Stafford 265.
Women’s High Series:
Valaree Stafford 693.
200-180 Games:
Toonya 203-197; Lisa 212-

204-182; dave Smith 
210; kyle 226 grady 205; 
cheryl 188; 

600 Series:
Valaree 214-265-214=693
cody 206-197-206=609
david finch 256-194-175=625
phil 246-196-212-=654

 
Independent Bowling 

League
Standings:
Sidney Typo 37-19
“MoJo” 35-21
whales & the grump 34 1/2-

21 1/2
alan & clyde 34-22
Margie & Tim 33-23
Lisa & bobby 29 1/2-26 1/2
date Nite 26-30
Steve & kelley 18 1/2-37 1/2
Scratch Game Women:
Michele rowe 201.
Scratch Game Men:
dylan whaley 239.
Scratch Series Women:
Michele rowe 495.
Scratch Series Men:
dylan whaley 659.
Handicap Game Women:
Michele rowe 255.
Handicap Game Men:
Steve Survilla 265.
Handicap Series Women:
Michele rowe 657.
Handicap Series Men:
bobby Shimer 710.
Honor Scores:
dylan whaley 239, 214, 206; 

alan Locke 236; Steve 
Survilla 234; alan rowe 
220, 214; richard Johnson 
220; Tim harmon 206; 
Michele rowe 201.

Honor Series:
dylan whaley 659; alan 

rowe 615.

THE B-G LADY BOBCATS TRAVELED TO SIDNEY to play the Lady Warriors in a MAC 
game. Sidney started out slow, while B-G racked up the points. Sidney slowly gained momen-
tum to close the gap, but B-G surged ahead in the second half despite Ariyhana Bernard’s 30 
points. B-G won the game with a final score of 80-55. Shown here, Sidney’s Taylor Hawkins 
attempts to wrestle the ball from B-G’s Megan Palmatier.

(Photo credit: Jacqui Green).

SIDNEY BOYS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL kept their MAC winning streak going when they 
played Bainbridge-Guilford. The Warriors pulled ahead early in the game; the B-G Bobcats 
fought hard to try to get ahead, but in the end, the Warriors won 61-38. Pictured here, Noah 
Gibbs’ reverse lay up goes in to score, despite Tommy Palmetier’s attempt to keep him down.

(Photo credit: Jacqui Green).

Jane porter is recuperating 
at home following hip surgery 
Jan. 31 at binghamton gen-
eral hospital.

word has been received of 
the death of doris Johnson 
Seeley, 95, of Oxford, on feb. 
1. when attending gcS, do-
ris lived in the home currently 

occupied by craig corcoran. 
She graduated with the gcS 
class of 1938.

Shirley keene spent the 
weekend with her daughter, 
beth, in perry, N.y.

if you were not in atten-
dance at “gMu’s got Tal-
ent” last friday evening, 

you missed some very tal-
ented students in grades four 
through twelve!

Mother Nature has given us 
snow and more snow, which 
started Sunday morning and 
closed gMu on Monday.

giLbErtsviLLE nEWs
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ObituariEs

“In Memoriam” ads 

may be placed by 

calling 607-561-

3526 or e-mailing 

advertising@

tritownnews.com

Funeral Directory

MADDEN FAMILY
FUNERAL HOMES

Ambrose P. Madden

69-71 Maple St., Harpursville • (607) 693-1151
www.omaddenfh.com

123 Main St., Unadilla • (607) 369-4122
www.wmaddenfh.com

C.H. Landers, Inc.
Funeral Chapel, 21 Main St.

Sidney 563-3545

It’s a family’s that teaches 

us to walk, to talk and grow into

a responsible loving person.

Everyone starts out in this life as

a child and is shaped by the love

of their family. Mozart learned

to write music from his father.

Mother � eresa had a mother.

A family’s love is a very special

thing. Spend time with your family.

Patricia A. (Cutting) Rowe
harpurSViLLe - patri-

cia a. (cutting) rowe, 79, of 
harpursville, died Thursday 
morning, feb. 9, 2017 at her 
home. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Orrin; a 
grandson, brian; two grand-
daughters, Shannon and erica 
and her parents, alfred and 
angie cutting. 

She is survived by six chil-
dren, denny and Judy rowe, 
Mcdonough; cindy and 
bill prentice, hallstead, pa.; 
roger and Sally rowe, port 
crane; debbie Seeley and 
george Tomlinson, harpurs-
ville; Jackie and Mike ar-
magno, harpursville and dan 
and Sue rowe, bainbridge; 
27 grandchildren; 32 great 
grandchildren; three sisters 
and brothers-in-law, alice 
Lockwood, afton; doris and 
dave westhoff, Lancaster, 
Va.; Mary and John Munk, 
bainbridge; four brothers 
and sisters-in-law, alfred 
and betty Jane cutting ii, 
kilmarnock, Va.; ernest and 
donna cutting Sr., Nineveh; 
hayes and roxie cutting Sr., 
bainbridge; david and Selena 
cutting, whitestone, Va., very 
dear friend, connie deLany, 
harpursville and several niec-
es and nephews.  She will be 
greatly missed.

funeral services will be 
held at the Osterhoudt-Mad-
den funeral home, 69-71 
Maple St., harpursville on 
Thursday at 2 p.m. burial will 
be in glenwood cemetery, 
afton in the spring.  The fam-
ily will receive friends at the 
Osterhoudt-Madden funeral 
home on wednesday from 4 
to 7 p.m. 

in lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the colesville food pantry, 
pO box 62 harpursville, N.y., 
13787. Online condolences 
may be made at: www.omad-
denfh.com. a special thanks 
to chenango county hospice 
for their love and support. 

Catherine D’Imperio
SidNey - catherine (kate) 

d’imperio, a longtime resi-
dent and businesswoman in 
Sidney, joined her family re-
union in heaven on feb. 7, 
2017.  at the time of her pass-
ing, she was 90 years old and 
was surrounded by her family 
in her own home of more than 
70 years in Sidney.  

kate was born on Sept. 7, 
1926 in brooklyn to Joseph 
and anna cody.  She moved 
to Sidney with her parents at 
an early age and attended Sid-

ney high School.  She and her 
husband, don, owned several 
businesses on Sidney’s Main 
Street for over four decades. 
These included a grocery 
store (don’s Super Market), a 
restaurant (don’s Subs) and a 
transportation business (Sid-
ney cab company). 

although kate had many 
interests outside of her busi-
ness life, she mostly enjoyed 
her large family and was al-
ways a welcome companion 
to them at local events, a Mets 
game, a casino, a barry Ma-
nilow concert or on a road trip. 
kate was particularly proud of 
the fact that she was the ma-
triarch of one of the largest 
families ever to graduate from 
Sidney high School:  all ten 
in her family are alumni. it is 
safe to say that “maroon and 
white were always the colors 
that made her pulse throb.”

kate was predeceased by 
her husband of 65 years, don, 
and a granddaughter, callie. 
She is survived by her chil-
dren:  fran (richard) Mar-
tin, kingston, N.y.; chuck 
(Trish) d’imperio of Oneonta; 
Jim (Sandy) d’imperio of 
houston, Texas; Susie (gary) 
whitham of Syracuse; bob 
(Jan) d’imperio of Lititz, 
pa.; chris dexheimer of Sid-
ney; Mary Simonds of Sid-
ney and Teri (Tom) Schunk 
of Sidney. She leaves behind 
many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

a commemoration of Mrs. 
d’s life was held at c.h. 
Landers funeral chapel, 21 
Main St., Sidney on Saturday, 
feb. 11. The family was in at-
tendance. a funeral service 
will followed at the funeral 
chapel. burial at Sidney pros-
pect hill cemetery followed 
immediately.

condolences and memories 
may be shared online at www.
landersfh.com.  donations in 
memory of kate d’imperio 
may be made payable to Sid-
ney eMS, 21 Liberty St., Suite 
16 Sidney, N.y., 13838

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers fu-
neral chapel, Sidney. 

Patricia C. Conklin
uNadiLLa - patricia 

c. conklin, 79, of unadilla, 
passed away peacefully feb. 
3, 2017.  She was born april 3, 
1937 in windsor, to catherine 
and rocco ricci. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of 61 years, richard; 
children, rocco (Nina), paul 
(Lois), patricia (Tim) corco-
ran, richard (debbie), and 
Jacob; seventeen grandchil-
dren; 26 great grandchildren 
and brother, charles b. ricci 
(bonnie).

She was predeceased by 
her daughter, diana Lynne 
wayman and brothers, homer 
hutchinson, arthur hutchin-
son and henry hutchinson.

Services were held at the 
first baptist church, 38 cas-
well St., afton on Monday, 
feb. 6. The reverend Joshua 
clink officiated the ceremony.  
a gathering of relatives and 
friends followed the ceremony 
at the church hall.  

in lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily would appreciate dona-
tions to her husband, rich-
ard conklin, at 124 San fili 
Lane, plymouth, N.y., 13832 
or catskill area hospice, 1 
birchwood drive, Oneonta, 
N.y. 13820.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers fu-
neral chapel, Sidney. 

Nancy Jean Comings
depOSiT - Nancy Jean 

comings, 69, of Troutman, 
went to be with the Lord 
on Tuesday, feb. 7, 2017 at 
gordon hospice house in 
Statesville.

Nancy was born on Oct. 3, 
1947 in deposit to the late al-
vin Sherman and Jane carson 
Sherman.

Nancy worked in the ire-
dell Statesville School system 
as a bus driver and teacher’s 
assistant. She was a dedicated 
volunteer of the good News 
club at Troutman elementary 
and loved children’s evange-
lism. She was an active mem-
ber of Mountain road baptist 
church, where she shared her 
beautiful voice singing in the 
choir. She was very creative 
and enjoyed card making and 
scrapbooking. 

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 49 years, 
patrick philip comings; son, 
paul comings of Statesville; 
daughters, Maureen cutting 
(Jamie) of N.y. and charlene 
comings of Troutman; sister, 
Terri Sherman of concord; 
brother, david Sherman (an-
drea) of fla. and seven grand-
children, all of whom will 
dearly cherish her memory. 

a celebration of life ser-
vice was held at Mountain 
road baptist church on Sat-
urday, feb. 11 with the rev. 
Jamie fox and the rev. henry 
cook officiating. The family 
received friends prior to the 
service and shortly following 
the service in the fellowship 
hall. a private committal will 
be held at a later date.

in lieu of flowers, donations 
in Mrs. comings’s memo-
ry may be made to child 
evangelism fellowship, pO 
box 5445, Statesville, N.c., 
28687 or to hospice of iredell 
county, 2347 Simonton road, 
Statesville, N.c., 28625. 

Troutman funeral home 
is entrusted with the arrange-
ments for Nancy comings. 

Richard G. Nutting
cOVeNTryViLLe - 

richard g. Nutting, 69, of 
coventryville, passed away 
friday, feb. 10, 2017 at 
bassett Medical center in 
cooperstown.

he was born May 11, 1947, 
son of the late glen and Violet 
(kinter) Nutting.

richard served his coun-
try with the united States 
army as a ranger in the Viet-
nam war and was honorably 
discharged.

he worked at raymond 
corporation in greene for 
over 30 years, retiring in 2008. 
he also ran his own firewood 
business for many years.

richard is survived by: 
wife, Marie (Louden) Nut-
ting, coventryville; daugh-
ters, kim Nutting, coventry, 
kristen fowlston and hus-
band, James, Oxford, Sarah 
Siverston and husband, cas-
sidy, N.d. and alissa, brittany 
and Megan Nutting, all of 
coventry; son, Nathan barber 
and wife, Sarah, Masonville; 
nine grandchildren, destiny, 
Mike, Sam, briana, camran, 
dakota, danika, Sophie and 
garrett and a sister.

friends called wednesday, 
feb. 15 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at c.h. Landers funeral cha-
pel, 21 Main St., Sidney. fu-
neral services followed at 1 
p.m. with the rev. karl Silfee, 
senior pastor of the True Life 
christian church officiating.

in lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made in rich’s name to the 
american heart associa-
tion at www.heart.org or the 
american diabetes associa-
tion www.donation.diabetes.
org/donate-Now.

condolences and memories 
may be shared online at www.
landersfh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers fu-
neral chapel, Sidney.

 

William J. Vroman
haMdeN - willard (bill) 

J. Vroman, 82, of hamden, 
passed away on Thursday af-
ternoon, feb. 9, 2017 at Moun-
tainside residential care cen-
ter in Margaretville, following 
a long illness. 

bill was born on Sept. 26, 
1934 in altamont, N.y., the 
son of the late willard and 
Zelma Vroman. On May 18, 
1974 he married the former 
edith Nedwidek in arkville. 

willard was owner/opera-
tor of countywide cleaning 
in hamden. he enjoyed camp-
ing, automobiles, tractors, gar-
dening and spending time at 
his home. 

bill was one of Jehovah’s 
witnesses. he attended the 
hamden congregation, where 
he served as elder. bill was 
very active in his worship 
with Jehovah’s witnesses. he 
helped in building kingdom 
halls, and he helped to es-
tablish the Stamford. congre-
gation. he gave public bible 
lectures at kingdom halls 
throughout the area. bill en-
joyed the public house-to-
house ministry and teaching 
individuals the bible. 

bill is survived by his wife, 
edith; seven children, bonnie 
O’connor of Schoharie, kathy 
Tellerday of walton, barbara 
griffin of delhi, rick (kelly) 
Vroman of Otego, Liz Vro-
man of walton, Linda (dale) 
havens of hamden and Tom 
(Sherrie) Vroman of hamden; 
fourteen grandchildren and 
twelve great-grandchildren; 
sisters-in-law, Joanne estes 
of Oliverea, N.y., Susan Lat-
toracca of kent, wash. and 
betty Nedwidek of fleis-
chmanns and several nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

a memorial service will be 
held at the hamden kingdom 
hall, 34906 State highway 10, 
hamden, on March 4 at 2 p.m. 

Memorial contributions 
in willard’s memory may be 
made to hamden congrega-
tion of Jehovah’s witnesses, 
c/o chuck crisell, 1762 hwy 7, 
Lot 12, unadilla, N.y., 13849. 
condolences to the family 
may be made online by visit-
ing www.courtneyfh.com. 

Andrea Olmstead
SidNey - On a warm sum-

mer’s day on July 25,1980 a 
beautiful baby girl was born to 
gloria and richard Olmstead. 
andrea was a bubbly little 
girl, full of life. 

as she grew into a teenager, 
her struggle with bi-polar dis-
order began. unfortunately, 
she was never able to conquer 
this disease of highs and lows. 
She died unexpectedly, most 
likely from drug overdose, 
on feb. 6th. She lived in Sid-
ney for all of her childhood 
and attended Sidney central 
Schools. She moved to bing-
hamton in 1996, where she 
lived until her death. She also 
attended circle drive alli-
ance church, Sidney. 

andrea is survived by her 
daughter, Makayla; parents, 
richard Olmstead, endicott 
and gloria (cuttting) Olm-
stead, binghamton; brother, 
aaron (cheryl); niece, gabri-
ella; nephews, Tyler, Nathan 
and Tristan, Vestal; grandpar-
ents, Jim and Muriel (bunky) 
Olmstead, walton; uncles, 
dan (Jayme), Jim (pam) and 
Terry (Johanna); aunt, Judy 
(ron) williams along with 
many cousins and other fam-
ily members. She is also sur-
vived by dear friends, carol 
Omahen, Jami, dave and car-
ol rutenber and Linda bing-
ham. She was predeceased 
by her maternal grandparents, 
clifford and phyllis cutting. 

Services were held on Mon-
day, feb. 13 at the bingham-
ton first assembly church. 
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SAVING FOR HOME
RENOVATIONS?

You’re orking harder, but it’s still hard to 

save. Ne  York’s high taxes, massive 

spending and oppressive regulations are 

killing jobs and forcing people out of our 

communities. Visit ReclaimNe York.org to 

 you can help make our area 

NOT THIS YEAR

SAVING FOR
COLLEGE?

NOT THIS YEAR

Everything’s expensive, you can’t save. 

Hudson Valley residents pay more for 

government than almost anywhere in 

America. This means taxes and regulations 

get put ahead of our children’s future. To 

today at ReclaimNewYork.org.
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If you have old photos you would like to 

see in the Tri-Town News, please bring 

them by our office in Sidney, mail them 

to PO Box 208, Sidney, NY 13838 with 

a self-addressed envelope or e-mail 

scanned copies (300 dpi) to us at 

ttnews@tritownnews.com. Letters to the Editor are 
appreciated. However, because of 
space and subject considerations 

we are limited in the number of 
letters we can publish. Our long 
standing policy is that we do not 

publish letters that are printed free 
of charge on the editorial page 

supporting or in opposition to any 
candidate seeking public office or 
any item up for public vote in the 

last issue before the vote; only paid 
ads can be accepted. All letters 

must be signed and represent the 
opinion of the letter writer and not 
necessarily that of the newspaper. 

The deadline for submitting a Letter 
to the Editor is Monday at 4 p.m. of 

the current week.

The cOuNTry MOTeL 
- rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended stay 
rooms at reasonable rates. all 
rooms have microwaves and 
refrigerators. Sorry no pets. 
call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

For rent

WAnteD to BUY

hurLburT cOiN aNd 
paper - buying old u.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. cash 
offers. appraisals. ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

 

help WAnteD
franklin head Start bus 

driver
cdL b with p and S en-

dorsements license preferred, 
but will train suitable candi-
date; 19a certification a plus. 
Safe driving record with no 
moving violations within 
the past 18 months. Must be 
at least 21 years of age. To 
transport children to and from 
head Start center. approxi-
mately 30 hours per week. 
Salary range $11.35 - $13.54 
per hour. applications accept-
ed until the position is filled 
at delaware Opportunities 
inc., 35430 State highway 10, 
hamden, Ny 13782. eOe

9-29(Tf)b 

help WAnteD legAl

For Advertising in the Tri-Town News, 
please call Ryan Dalpiaz. 607-561-3526

legAl

rUmmAge SAle

legAl

legAl
The Village of unadilla 

seeks qualified applicants 
for the position of clerk/
Treasurer. The successful 
candidate must be comfort-
able working in a multitask-
ing, fast paced environment 
which involves direct con-
tact with the public and vil-
lage employees. Successful 
candidates must have ex-
cellent communication and 
customer service skills and 
be attentive to detail. Must 
be a notary public. ability to 
organize, prioritize and mul-
titask is essential. 

knowledge of government 
account, including wil-
liamson Law book software 
system, a plus. clerk/Trea-
surer responsibilities include 
balancing and maintain-
ing bank accounts, annual 
update document for NyS 
comptrollers Office, payroll 
and all associated reports to 
federal and State govern-
ments, New york State re-
tirement reporting, budget 
preparation for fiscal year, 
health insurance negotia-
tions, balancing of all control 
accounts, tax searches, board 
meeting preparation and at-
tendance, creating vouch-
ers and checks, processing 
and creating journal entries, 
bank reconciliations, front 
desk reception, multi-line 
phone service, composing all 
legal notices and news item 
for newspaper ad, tax billing 
and collection, water billing 
and collection, maintaining 
paper work and accounting 
for grants, records manage-
ment officer, set up and run 
village elections. Qualified 
applicants will need to send 
a resume, references and 
cover letter to the Village of 
unadilla, pO box 386, un-
adilla, Ny 13849

9-16(2w)b
 

legAl

legAl
The annual meeting of the 

Nineveh presbyterian cem-
etery Society will be held on 
Tuesday, february 21, 2017 
at the Nineveh presbyterian 
church parish hall at 6 pM. 
anyone interested is welcome 
to attend.

2-16(2w)b

indoor rummage, bake 
and book sale, feb. 24 and 
25, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. unadilla 
Teen center, 16 watson St., 
unadilla.

2-23(2w)b
 

The annual Meeting of lot 
owners and trustees of the ev-
ergreen hill cemetery asso-
ciation, inc. of unadilla, Ny 
will be held on wednesday, 
March 1, 2017 at 6:30 pM at 
the unadilla Town hall, lo-
cated at 1648 State highway 
7, unadilla, Ny.  The purpose 
of the meeting is for election 
of officers and trustees and 
transaction of all business as it 
is related to the cemetery.

daughn darlin
Secretary
2-23(2w)b 

SecTiON 001116 
iNViTaTiON TO 

bidderS 
pursuant to Section 103 of 

the general Municipal Law, 
separate sealed proposals 
will be received for the afton 
central School district, al-
terations and reconstruction 
project: 

contract No. 2 - Mechani-
cal construction contract 

proposals will be received 
by the afton central School 
district clerk, at the district 
Office, located at 29 acad-
emy Street, afton, New york 
13730 until 1:00 pM local 
time on March 1, 2017, at 
which time they will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud. 
bidder’s hand delivering bids 
shall enter the high School 
and are required to sign in at 
the Main entrance before pro-
ceeding to the district Office.  
please allow adequate time for 
sign in procedures. 

bidding and contract doc-
uments may be examined free 
of charge at any of the follow-
ing offices: 

bivens & associates ar-
chitects associated building 
contractors 

333 w. washington ST. 
Suite 610 15 belden Street 
Syracuse, New york 13204 
binghamton , Ny  13903 

(315) 703-0987, telephone
(315) 703-0989, fax 
associated building 

contractors
15 belden Street
binghamton , Ny 13903
(607) 771-7000
Syracuse builders ex-

change construction data 
corporation 

6563 ridings road 251 Sa-
lina Meadows parkway Syra-
cuse, New york 13206 Syra-
cuse, New york 13212 

(315) 437-9936, telephone 
(315) 437-5044, fax 
construction data 

corporation
251 Salina Meadows 

parkway
Syracuse, New york 13212
1-888-232-9940
plan & print Systems, inc. 
6160 eastern avenue Syra-

cuse, New york 13211 
(800) 924-5145, toll free
(315) 437-5111, telephone 
(315) 463-1510, fax 
www.planand print.com 
bidding documents may 

be obtained from the plan 
and print Systems, inc., (6160 
eastern avenue, Syracuse, 
New york 13211, phone # 
315-437-5111, fax # 315-463-
1510, upon deposit of $100.00 
(one hundred dollars) per set.  
Make deposit checks payable 
to afton central School dis-
trict.  a nonrefundable ship-
ping and handling charge of 
$35.00 (payable to:  plan and 
print Systems, inc.) or if any 
other delivery service is pre-
ferred, please provide your 
account number for direct 
billing. 

any bidder, upon returning 
such set(s) (drawings and proj-
ect manual) in good condition 
to plan and print Systems, 
inc. within fifteen (15) days 
after date set for bid opening, 
will be refunded their $100.00 
deposit. 

The board of education 
hereby reserves the right to 
waive any informalities and 
reject any or all bids, or to 
accept the one that in its judg-
ment will be for the best in-
terest of the School district.  
The awarding of the contract 

will be subject to the ap-
proval of the State education 
department. 

a bid bond or certified 
check made payable to the 
afton central School district 
in the amount of five percent 
(5%) of the bid, subject to the 
conditions provided in the in-
structions to bidders, must be 
deposited by each bidder with 
his bid as a guarantee that in 
the case the contract is award-
ed to him, he will within (10) 
days thereafter, execute such 
contract and furnish a satis-
factory performance and pay-
ment bond, and that bidder 
shall not withdraw his bid for 
a period of forty-five (45) days 
after the above date of bid 
opening, and to guarantee the 
performance of all other obli-
gations of the bidders as set 
forth in instructions to bid-
ders. The bidder, to whom the 
contract is awarded, will be 
required to furnish a perfor-
mance bond and a Labor and 
Materials bond, from an ac-
ceptable surety, for an amount 
equal to 100% of the accepted 
bid, along with a certificate of 
insurance. 

attention of all bidders is 
called to the requirements as 
to the conditions of employ-
ment and minimum wage rates 
to be paid under this contract 
as well as to other provisions 
set forth in the instructions to 
bidders. work shall be com-
menced and continuously and 
diligently prosecuted immedi-
ately after contracts have been 
signed. 

contractors should not in-
clude in their bids the sales 
and compensating use taxes 
on the cost of the materials 
which are to be incorporated 
into this public project. 

contract award shall be 
subject to the condition that 
the applicable plans and spec-
ifications for the work to be 
done shall be approved by the 
commissioner of education. 

connie beames 
district clerk 
afton central School 
29 academy Street 
afton, New york 13730 
(607) 639-8229
2-16(1w)b 

NOTice Of eSTOppeL
NOTice iS hereby 

giVeN that a bond resolu-
tion, a summary of which is 
published herewith, was ad-
opted by the Village board of 
the Village of Sidney, dela-
ware county, New york, on 
the 13th day of June, 2016, and 
the validity of the obligation 
authorized by such resolution 
may be hereafter contested 
only if such obligation was 
authorized for an object or 
purpose for which the Village 
is not authorized to expend 
money, or if the provisions of 
law which should have been 
complied with as of the date 
of publication of this Notice 
were not substantially com-
plied with, and an action, suit, 
or proceeding contesting such 
validity is commenced within 
twenty days after the date of 
publication of this Notice, or 
such obligation was autho-
rized in violation of the provi-
sions of the constitution.

a complete copy of the res-
olution summarized below is 
available for public inspection 
during regular business hours 
at the Village clerk’s office, 
21 Liberty Street, Sidney, Ny 
13838 for a period of twenty 
days from the date of publica-
tion of this Notice.

dated: february 16, 2017
Sidney, New york Sheena 

felzak, Village clerk
SuMMary:  resolution 

authorizing the issuance of 
$9,407,183 in serial bonds of 
the Village of Sidney to pay 
the cost of construction of 
various improvements to the 
water supply and distribution 
system in and for the Village 
of Sidney at a maximum esti-
mated cost of $9,407,183.

period of probable useful-
ness: forty years.

2-16(1w)b

purSuaNT TO Sec-
TiON 15-104 Sub. 3(b), 
aNd 4 election Law, the 
polling place for the Village 
of unadilla general election 
district number 4 will be in 
the unadilla public Library, 
community house, 193 Main 
Street, unadilla, Ny. The 
polls will be open from 12:00 
noon until 9:00 pm, Tuesday, 
March 21st, 2017 for the Vil-
lage of unadilla election. 
candidates are as follows:

Office Of TruSTee
(Two (2) year Term)
TwO SeaTS OpeN
christopher winkler
15 Siver Street
unadilla, Ny 13849
ronald Mott
41 Ontio Terrace
unadilla, Ny 13849
daTed: february 13, 2017
Suzette e. hayes
Village clerk/Treasurer
2-16(1w)b

whereaS, the general 
Village election of the Vil-
lage of Sidney will be held 
Tuesday, March 21, 2017 in 
the board room of the Sid-
ney civic center, 21 Liberty 
St., Sidney, Ny 13838 from 12 
noon until 9:00 o’clock p.M., 
the following offices are to be 
filled:  

2 TruSTeeS:  fOur (4) 
year TerMS 

1 Judge:  fOur (4) 
year TerMS

NOw, TherefOre, be 
iT reSOLVed that the clerk 
shall publish the above infor-
mation.  This resolution shall 
take effect immediately.

2-16(1w)b 

Pine Ridge Grocery 
Expands in its 20th Year

baiNbridge – pine 
ridge grocery of bainbridge 
is currently celebrating its 
twentieth year in business 
and, dovetailing growth with 
a milestone, the store recent-
ly expanded significantly to 
include two customer bath-
rooms, two sliding glass door 
entrances, a new front porch 
spanning the length of the 
building and an increased 
product line. 

pine ridge, located at 4086 
rte 206, carries a variety of 
bulk food items including 
nuts, beans, spices, grains, 
non-wheat flours, baking sup-
plies and candy alongside 
fresh-baked treats and hard-
to-find fare. pine ridge’s deli, 
known for carrying over 40 
different cheeses as well as 40 

plus kinds of deli meat, also 
offers subs and sandwiches. 
Lovers of rustic home décor 
and amish-quality handi-
crafts will also find plenty to 
choose from at pine ridge. 

To enjoy the newly spacious 
grocery, visit pine ridge any 
day of the week from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., excepting Sundays 
when the store is closed. Or, 
to learn more about what pine 
ridge carries, visit www.pin-
eridgegrocery.com or take a 
virtual tour of the renovated 
space at pine ridge’s face-
book page. 

Look to future editions of 
TTN for announcements of 
when pine ridge grocery will 
host its annual customer ap-
preciation day in late spring. 
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TRI-TOWN PUZZLE PAGE

Pine Ridge Groceries

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE —
Variety of Bread Flours - Including Gluten-Free Products

Nuts – Dried Fruits – Snack Mixes – and Lots More!
FROM THE DELI —

Wide Variety of Meats and Cheeses - Including several kinds 
of Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

Meats And Cheeses Sliced In Store. 
Buy sliced or chunked—any amount you desire.

WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS

WE DO MEAT 
AND CHEESE 

PLATTERS

Fun Fact: One alternative title that had been 
considered for NBC’s hit “Friends” was “Insomnia 

Cafe”

Fun Fact: The year that read the same upside down 
was 1961. That won’t happen again until 6009.

If you have old photos you would like to see in the Tri-Town News, please bring them by our 
office in Sidney, mail them to PO Box 208, Sidney, NY 13838 with a self-addressed envelope 

or e-mail scanned copies (300 dpi) to us at ttnews@tritownnews.com. 
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HOME & KITCHENS

Rte. 12 S. & Warn Pond Rd., Oxford
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Thurs. 10-8; Sat. 10-3

607-843-9834

Also See Us For: 
Flooring, Replacement 
Windows, Fencing, 
Dog Kennels, Boat 
Docks, Decking

OMEGA 
CABINETRY

COUNSELING

Joelle Greene, LCSW
Ken Greene, LCSWR

Individual, 
Marital and 

Family Therapy
2567 St. Hwy. 7

Bainbridge, NY 13733
greenetherapy@frontier.com

607-244-4668

home & KItChenS

ATTORNEYS ATTORNEYS

“Building Relationships On Results”

BAINBRIDGE OFFICE • (607) 967-2221
29 No. Main Street, Bainbridge, NY • www.CGLawOffices.com

Toll Free: 1-877-Coughlin
Main Office In: Binghamton   Branch Offices In: Hancock • Ithaca • Owego • Montrose • Endicott

Custom Stationery by Linda
Your vision made possible

Country Computers & Publishing
 Custom Designed Invitations for all
 occasions and much more.

 1004 State Hwy 7, Suite C
 Unadilla, New York  13849 607.369.2614

ccandp.net
ccandp@frontiernet.net

Business Directory

RENT-A-JON

PORTABLE
TOILETS

Short Term • Long Term
• Special Events •

BUTTS CONCRETE
Masonville, NY 13804

607-265-3394

“The choice of quality”

For Advertising in the Tri-Town News, please call Ryan Dalpiaz. 607-561-3526

Commercial Of� ce & 
General Residential 

Cleaning
Insured & Bonded

“For the very best in 
personal service”

Diane M. Curtin
607-639-1515

11-3(1m)

pOLicE rEpOrt

Deadlines for all ads is Monday @ 4pm

NYS POLICE DEPT.

NiNeVeh - On feb. 7, 
NyS police at binghamton 
arrested Jessica M. febescey, 
35, of Nineveh, for the misde-
meanor of petit Larceny.

This arrest occurred after a 
report of a wallet being stolen 
on Jan. 9 from the Mirabito 
gas station on State rte. 79 
in colesville. an investiga-
tion determined that on Jan. 8, 
at about 3:30 p.m., febescey 
stole a wallet that had been 
accidentally left on the coun-
ter by another customer. She 
stole this wallet after several 
other customers walked by it, 
and then left after paying for a 
purchase.

febescey was issued a tick-
et returnable to the Town of 
colesville court on feb. 15. 

ONeONTa - On feb. 5, at 
about 2:08 a.m., NyS police 
at Oneonta arrested anthony 
T. Scafide, 53, of Oneonta, for 
the misdemeanor of driving 
while intoxicated and other 
traffic violations.

This arrest occurred after 
troopers heard a loud exhaust 
and then stopped the vehicle 
after it failed to keep right on 
draper St. in Oneonta. an 
investigation determined that 
Scafide was driving while 
intoxicated. he refused to 
submit to a breathe test to 
determine his blood alcohol 
content.

Scafide was issued tickets 
and then turned over to the 
custody of the Oneonta police 
department pending arraign-
ment in the city of Oneonta 
court later that day. 

his next court date is 

pending. 
wiNdSOr - On feb. 7, at 

about 11:40 p.m., NyS police 
at endwell arrested Joshua 
b. fuller, 22, of windsor, for 
the felony of grand larceny 
in the third degree. This ar-
rest occurred after troopers 
were requested to assist the 
binghamton police com-
munity response Team with 
a traffic stop on Jarvis St. in 
binghamton. during the stop, 
bpd officers had discovered 
over $20,000 dollars in u.S. 
currency and u.S. savings 
bonds that did not belong to 
any of the passengers, includ-
ing fuller.

Troopers checked the home 
of the owner, who lived on 
rath ave. in union. They 
determined that fuller had 
recently stolen over $40,000 

in u.S. currency and u.S. sav-
ings bonds from that home 
while he was working for the 
owner. during this investiga-
tion, about $27,000 worth of 
the cash and bonds has been 
recovered.

fuller was arraigned in 
the Town of union court and 
was remanded to the broome 
county Jail with no bail set. 
his next court date is pending. 

ONeONTa - On feb. 8, 
at about 5:20 p.m., NyS po-
lice at Oneonta arrested Sara 
J. Milford, 31, of Oneonta, 
for the misdemeanor of driv-
ing while intoxicated with a 
b.a.c. result of .10 percent, 
the violation of unlawful pos-
session of marihuana and oth-
er traffic tickets.

This arrested occurred af-
ter a traffic stop for speeding 

on winney hill rd. in Oneon-
ta. upon approaching the ve-
hicle, the trooper saw an open 
bottle of beer that the driver 
had been drinking during the 
trip. an investigation deter-
mined that Milford was driv-
ing while intoxicated and had 
a suspended driver’s license. 
an inventory of her vehicle 
also found that she unlawfully 
possessed about five grams of 
marihuana.

Milford was issued tick-
ets to appear in the Town of 
Oneonta court on feb. 21. 

SIDNEY POLICE DEPT.
Arrests:

SidNey - feb: 6: Johna-
than d. ruland, 20, of Sidney, 
for a bench warrant. 

SidNey - feb: 6: Sixteen 

year old of Sidney for petit 
larceny.  

SidNey - feb: 11: keith 
r. Johnson, 35, of Sidney, 
for criminal mischief in the 
fourth degree, harassment 
and four counts of endanger-
ing the welfare of a child. 

SidNey - feb: 12: brit-
tany d. card, 24, of Sidney, 
for criminal possession of a 
weapon in the fourth degree, 
menacing in the third degree 
and harassment in the second 
degree.  

SidNey - feb. 12: andrew 
e. Moschner, 32, of Sidney, 
for menacing in the third de-
gree, criminal mischief in the 
fourth degree and harassment 
in the second degree.

Unadilla Community Foundation Seeks New Members & Funding Recipients
by allison collins

uNadiLLa – The com-
munity foundation of un-
adilla, the philanthropic or-
ganization behind many of 
the village’s civic and chari-
table goings on, is currently 
seeking new members for its 
board.

kellie renwick, commu-
nity foundation treasurer, 
explained, “a lot of our mem-

bers have been on the board 
for a good number of years, 
some 20 or 30 years, and we’re 
looking to get some fresh 
young blood.  we are looking 
forward for the foundation.” 

The cfu is also looking 
for this year’s beneficiaries. 
renwick noted that, last year, 
the foundation had more 
funding available than it did 
applicants. “it was awesome,” 
said renwick, “we were able 

to be more generous, but usu-
ally it’s the opposite, so we’re 
just trying to spread the word 
this year.” 

expanding on what the 
foundation does, renwick 
said, “it basically provides 
funding for civic and chari-
table organizations in com-
munity.” here, she listed un-
adilla’s boy and girl scouts, 
churches, emergency medical 
squad, fire department, ele-

mentary school and youth for 
christ chapter as past recipi-
ents of the foundation’s aide. 
The cfu is able to continue 
lending financial backing to 
community groups because 
of various bequests made to 
the foundation, renwick said. 
“we’ve had a couple recently 
from estates or from former 
community members and that 
means we’re able to distribute 
the earnings from that back to 

the community.”
anyone interested in serv-

ing on the cfu’s board should 
email cfunadilla@gmail.
com. renwick noted that the 
time commitment for a board 
member is very minimal, as 
the group typically holds only 
one to two operating meetings 
a year. “it’s no more than five 
to ten hours a year,” she said.

anyone representing an or-
ganization in need of funding 

should email the same address 
asking for an application(s). 
“The funding deadline this 
year is in early may and the 
application is a simple, one-
sheet form, said renwick.  in-
terested parties are not limited 
or restricted in their requests, 
as renwick said, “There’s no 
limit; if we have the funding 
available we try and help as 
many as possible.” 

SUNY Delhi to Present College Information Session in Sidney, Feb. 24
SidNey - Misty fields, as-

sistant director of admissions 
at SuNy delhi, will be at the 
cdO workforce in Sidney 
at 1 p.m. on friday, feb. 24. 
There she will provide infor-

mation about the application 
process, financial aid, and 
training and career programs 
with SuNy delhi and other 
SuNy colleges.

SuNy delhi’s information 

session is an excellent oppor-
tunity for individuals hop-
ing to: explore academic and 
training programs, connect 
with SuNy delhi admis-
sions counselors, learn about 

the admissions process, learn 
about transfer credit, learn 
about financial aid, learn how 
to find SuNy campuses and 
training opportunities and 
gain information about the 

beaM program.
reservations are encour-

aged, but walk-ins are wel-
come. for reservations call or 
visit cdO workforce center, 
21 Liberty St., at the Sidney 

civic center, 561-7550.
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MAIORANO & ASSOCIATES, INC.

$100 Certi� cate
Offer expires April 1st, 2017                    Please call for an appointment!

1-800-815-7282 • Maiorano & Associates, Inc., 9 Main Street, Sidney, NY 13838
*Restrictions: New Tax Clients only. May not be combined with any other o� er or promotion.

Promotion includes Federal forms 1040, Schedule A, B and NYS/NYC Form IT-201 only.
Any additional Schedules will be billed at half price.

� is coupon entitles you to have your 2016 FEDERAL, STATE 
and LOCAL TAXES prepared for a total fee of $100.00.*

MAIORANO & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Helping Provide for a Sound Financial Future

INCOME TAX
All NEW Clients Will Receive an Introductory Fee of:

$100.00
*Restrictions: New clients only. May not be combined with any other o� er or promotion. Promotion includes 

Federal forms 1040, Schedule A, B and NYS/NYC IT-201 ONLY. Schedules will be billed at half price.

We Specialize In Getting You The Maximum Tax Refund Allowed By Law.
At Maiorano & Associates, Inc. You Get:

Full-time tax planners and o�  ce open year round
One-on-one appointments with your private tax consultant

Free tax-planning appointments throughout the year
Assistance with audits and other tax concerns

Locations:
Brooklyn: 8754 Bay 16th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214 • (718) 331-3700

**Sidney: 7-9 Main Street, Sidney, NY 13838 (607) 563-8588

At Maiorano & Associates We Not Only Prepare You Taxes ... We Plan Them
Also, see our website: www.maioranoandassociates.com

Securities and Advisory Services O� ered � rough Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
Maiorano & Associates & Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. are separate companies.

Insurance services o� ered through Maiorano & Associates, Inc., which is not a�  liated with Royal Alliance Associates, Inc.
Estate Planning, Elder Law & other Legal Services Provided by April Pancella-Haupt, Esq. Licensed to practice in NYS and 

Massachusetts

Delaware County Historical Association to 
Host Illustrated Poorhouse Talk Feb. 18

deLhi - Visit the dela-
ware county historical asso-
ciation in delhi on Saturday, 
feb. 18 at 2 p.m. as the mu-
seum hosts a presentation by 
delaware county historian, 
gabrielle pierce. 

The poorhouse, located on 
arbor hill rd. in delhi, was 
home to poor, homeless and 
indigent individuals from all 
over the county. it also housed 
the “feeble and insane,” the 

disabled and the sick.
pierce’s presentation on the 

history of the delaware coun-
ty poorhouse will include nu-
merous power point slides and 
intriguing facts, as well as in-
terviews with some of the in-
dividuals who lived there. as 
part of the presentation, she 
will also bring along several 
artifacts, including keepers’ 
registers, vintage photographs 
and a gravestone from the 

poorhouse cemetery which is 
about all that remains of the 
delhi site. come and learn of 
this sad and mostly unknown 
chapter of delaware county 
history. This event is free and 
open to the public.

dcha is located at 46549 
State hwy. 10 in delhi. for 
more information, call dcha 
at 746-3849, e-mail dcha@
delhi.net, or visit www.dcha-
ny.org.

Delaware County Sees 2016 Sales Tax 
Gains Thanks to Tourism Increase

deLaware cOuNTy – 
Sales tax collections in 

delaware county grew by 
seven percent in 2016, ac-
cording to a report recently 
released by the Office of the 
NyS comptroller. while 
statewide collections grew by 
2.3 percent, delaware county 
was among only six counties 
that saw increases of more 
than four percent.

regionally, the Southern 
Tier grew by less than one 
percent, with Otsego, broome 
and chenango seeing only 
minor increases. Sales tax re-
ceipts increased by 7.5 percent 
in Sullivan county and by 3.5 
percent in ulster county.

according to delaware 

county chamber of com-
merce president ray pucci, 
the increase in delaware 
county is attributable to visi-
tor spending.

“Through our tourism pro-
motion efforts, more visitors 
are aware of what we have to 
offer and are coming to expe-
rience delaware county for 
themselves. with each visit, 
they are spending money and 
that translates to more tax re-
ceipts,” said pucci.

pucci noted that delaware 
county budgeted for a de-
cline in sales tax collections 
for 2016, due mainly to the 
lower cost of gas. absent any 
large construction projects or 
other factors that might cre-

ate a spike in sales, he pointed 
to money resulting from visi-
tor spending as the primary 
reason.

“it shows me that our 
tourism promotion efforts 
are working,” pucci added. 
“delaware county has what 
visitors want and we’ve done a 
great job presenting our story 
to the travelling public. we’re 
looking forward to an even 
better 2017.”

The full report from 
the NyS comptroller Of-
fice can be found at http://
www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/
economic/2016-local-sales-
tax-collections.pdf.

Dig Up Some Dino-Sized Fun at the 
Sidney Memorial Public Library Feb. 25

SidNey - On Saturday, 
feb. 25 at 1 p.m. at the Sidney 
Memorial public Library, field 
paleontologists, Mike and ro-
berta Straka will take visitors 
on an amazing journey back 
in time. combining fossils 
they have discovered with mu-
sic, puppets, show and tell and 
a touch of magic, this couple 
will make dinosaurs come to 

life. Mike and roberta will 
feature Mr. Nixon, a tricer-
atops skull they discovered in 
1996. in addition, an alberto-
saurus skull will highlight the 
features of a meat-eating di-
nosaur. finally, the audience 
will cheer for their favorite 
team in the “all american 
dinosaur game Show.”

This program is free and 

open to all and the library is 
handicapped accessible.

The Sidney Memorial pub-
lic Library is located at 8 
river St. in Sidney.  call the 
library at 563-1200 for more 
information.

This event is being spon-
sored by the friends of the 
Libraries.

All Circulation Payments
and changes will take effect the 

following publication date
upon receipt

Attention
SubScriberS

Sidney Elementary School to Hold Open 
Kindergarten Registration Sessions

SidNey - registration 
for all Sidney central School 
district students eligible to 
enter kindergarten in Sept., 
2017 will be held the weeks 
of Monday, april 17 through 
friday, april 21 and Mon-
day, april 24 through friday, 
april 28. parents must call 
Nancy edwards, the ScSd 
registrar, at 561-7728 to set 
up an appointment to register 
their child, at which time they 

will be asked to present their 
child’s birth certificate, im-
munization records and proof 
of residency as well as fill out 
paperwork. upon registering, 
parents will also have an op-
portunity to sign their child up 
for a kindergarten screening.

To be eligible for kinder-
garten, a child must be five 
years old on or before dec. 
1, 2017.  a child who turns 
six years old any time during 

the school year must attend 
school at the start of Septem-
ber the following year.

it is important that all dis-
trict kindergarten entrants for 
the September, 2017 school 
year register at this time. for 
any questions about registra-
tion, please call Jill brazee at 
561-7701 or Nancy edwards 
at 561-7728.

Del. Co. Fair to Offer 10 $1,000 
Scholarships to High School Seniors

waLTON - The delaware 
county fair is pleased to an-
nounce that ten $1,000 schol-
arships will be awarded to 
current NyS high school se-
niors and students enrolled in 
college. The NyS association 
of agricultural fairs and the 
NyS Showpeople’s associa-
tion (NySSa) sponsor these 
scholarships.

Qualifying students must 
be active in the delaware 
county fair or with the NyS 
Showpeople’s association. 
all applicants from dela-
ware county must submit 
their applications through the 
delaware county fair or the 
NySSa no later than friday, 
april 8.

information is available by 

contacting delaware county 
fair secretary Jason craig 
at 437-4093 or by emailing 
delcofair@gmail.com. inter-
ested individuals can also find 
information through cornell 
cooperative extension and 
from local high schools. ap-
plications must be printed out 
and completed from www.ny-
fairs.org.

BGA Dollars For Scholars Chapter Thanks 
Donors, Plans for Bowl-a-thon

baiNbridge - The bga 
dollars for Scholars chapter 
would like to thank members 
of the bainbridge, guilford and 
afton communities for their 
generosity during the annual 
phone-a-thon fundraiser.  Local 
students were able to raise over 
$5,000 in scholarship money 
for graduating seniors at bain-
bridge-guilford and afton!

Seniors, don’t forget to ap-
ply for scholarships online at 
https://bga.dollarsforscholars.
org. Like us on facebook for 
up-to-date information.

all are invited to join the 
bga chapter for their bowl-a-
thon fundraiser at the galaxy 
bowl in bainbridge.  This is a 
family friendly event, which 
will be held on a Saturday at 

the end of March. There will be 
a minimum amount in pledge 
money required to participate.

anyone interested in vol-
unteering or serving on the 
dfS committee should contact 
Judy hinman, board presi-
dent, at jhinman@bgcsd.org or 
967-6301.

Afton Official Reminds Pet Owners to 
Clean Up After Dogs, or Else

afTON - Village of afton officials would like to remind area residents and dog owners living 
within the village that there are regulations and restrictions regarding pets defecating on private 
or public property, per section 4-3-3 of the local law of the village of afton codebook. 

if found guilty of this violation, an owner or dog walker can be prosecuted. please take pride 
in our village.
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Need something fun to take away the Winter blues?
Dreaming of someplace warm and sunny?

Come see us about our
Mid-Winter Unsecured Loan Special.

1.00% APR off our current unsecured
loan rates up to 36 months.

NOW to March 10, 2017
Maximum $8,000. Some Restrictions May Apply.

New Money Only.

Sidney Veterans Memorial Park 
Assoc. Elects New Offi cers, Plans for 
Continued Growth

SidNey - at the annual 
meeting and election of of-
fi cers of the Sidney Veterans 
Memorial park association 
(SVMpa) held Monday, Jan. 
23, brigadier general James 
w. Mcintyre, uSaf (retired) 
and SVMpa president, turned 
over leadership of the orga-
nization to Lieutenant colo-
nel paul a. beames, uSMc 
(retired), incoming president. 
general Mcintyre will remain 
an active member and men-
tor, as president emeritus.  
general Mcintyre said, “The 
opportunity to serve this as-
sociation and bond with this 
incredibly dedicated group 
of people while making this 
unique regional park in our 
community a reality to honor 
the service and sacrifi ces of 
our veterans is, without any 
doubt whatsoever, one of the 
proudest accomplishments of 
my life.” 

Other changes included 
the election of chief petty 
Offi cer dick germond, uSN 
(retired) to fi rst vice president 
and Lieutenant colonel dane 
L. woytek, uSa (retired) to 
second vice president.  bob 
Smith, uSaf veteran, and 

deborah puffer were re-elect-
ed treasurer and secretary, 
respectively.  Mike winn, 
uSa veteran, and daniel har-
rington were also elected to 
membership.  

prior to stepping down, 
general Mcintyre recognized 
and applauded the longtime 
service of members who re-
signed during the past year, 
including: charter member 
Steven anderson, uSa vet-
eran; anthony barber, uSaf 
veteran; charter member ger-
ald curtis, uSMc veteran; 
amber fogarty, uSaf vet-
eran;  Major Lester gregory, 
uSaf (retired); gary hoy, 
uSa veteran; dennis porter 
and charter member blair 
puffer, uSa veteran.  as well 
as recognizing the many con-
tributions of all the members, 
general Mcintyre singled out 
and paid special tribute to 
robert Mcduffey, uSa vet-
eran and chairman of the re-
search, design and construc-
tion committee, both for his 
personal generosity and con-
tinuing professional expertise 
and contributions to the as-
yet-unfi nished park project.

also, according to Lieu-

tenant colonel paul beames, 
newly elected and installed 
SVMpa president, misunder-
standings still exist among 
many members of the public 
that a veteran must be from the 
local area to be eligible to be 
recognized with a nameplate 
or plaque in the park or that 
a veteran must be deceased 
to be so recognized.  both of 
these notions are completely 
false, as any discharged, re-
tired or deceased u. S. mili-
tary veteran who served hon-
orably may be recognized in 
the park with a nameplate, 
plaque, or both, as the mission 
of the park is to recognize all 
u. S. military veterans – past, 
present and future.  

in other park related news:
The no. park improvement 

priority established for 2017 is 
the completion of the remain-
ing six beautiful blue stone 
piers and corresponding sec-
tions of eagle and star-capped 
wrought-iron fencing.  The 
annual fundraising mailer 
requesting donations for this 
work was recently distributed 
and the public’s support is re-
quested and greatly needed.  
donations may be made out 

to the “Sidney community 
foundation,” with a note in 
the reference section “for 
SVMpa,” and sent to: SVM-
pa, pO box 632, Sidney, N.y., 
13838.

all are encouraged to view 
the new SVMpa website at 
www.SidneyVeteransMemo-
rialpark.org or .com.  This 
new and outstandingly de-
signed website is the brain-
child of our newest member 
and webmaster, dan har-

rington. harrington is also 
proprietor of the harrington 
gallery in Sidney, located at 
the corner of Main St. and 
cartwright ave., which also 
functions as SVMpa’s retail 
outlet for the keepsake 2016 
dedication ceremony pro-
gram, both standard and blue-
ray dVd’s of the complete 
dedication day ceremony and 
beautiful framed and un-
framed plaque proofs.  

an annual SVMp ceremo-

ny to pay tribute to all u. S. 
military veterans and to rec-
ognize newly installed honor-
ees and park elements during 
the past year is being worked 
on, with a fi nal decision to be 
announced and publicized as 
soon as possible.

for additional association 
information and updates, go 
to: www.SidneyVeteransMe-
morialpark.org.

Unadilla Chamber of 
Commerce is Now 
Seeking Nominations for 
Annual Honors

uNadiLLa - The unadil-
la chamber of commerce’s 
annual dinner will be held on 
Sunday, april 23 at the un-
adilla Methodist church. 

The chamber is currently 
accepting nominations for 
business of the year and the 
commitment to community/
good Neighbor award, which 
will be presented at this time.

The business of the year 
is given to a chamber mem-
ber that is in good standing, 
devoted to the chamber and 
community, engaged in com-
munity through dedication 
and helping in times of need 
with monetary donations or 
personal time and energy.

The commitment to com-

munity or good Neighbor 
award is given to a person 
or persons from the unadilla 
community (not a chamber 
member) that shows dedica-
tion to unadilla through vol-
unteer efforts and works to 
help make unadilla a better 
place.  

Nominations must be re-
ceived by March 21 and sent 
to unadilla chamber of com-
merce, p.O. box 275, unadilla, 
N.y., 13849.  previous winners 
are not eligible and are listed 
on the chamber website, www.
unadillachamberofcommerce.
org, along with nomination 
forms.

Sidney UMC to Host 
Winter Break Last Blast 
Feb. 25

SidNey – The Sidney united Methodist church, located at 
12 Liberty St., will host an end-of-winter-break event on Satur-
day, feb. 25 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

called the “winter break Last blast,” the event will feature 
food, games, music and bible story time. Sharon bassett, youth 
coordinator for the Sidney uMc, has planned the family-friend-
ly event which will welcome all children 5 and older; kids under 
5 must be accompanied by an adult. 

don’t miss the chance to have a “last blast” before school 
reconvenes!

Rotary-Sponsored Recovery 
Coach Training to Take Place 
Feb. 27 - March 3 in Sidney

SidNey - The Sidney ro-
tary club is funding a recov-
ery coach Training program 
at the Tri-Town hospital on 
pearl St. The program imple-
mentation and content will be 
delivered by Mary rosenthal, 
executive director of the alco-
hol and drug abuse council 
delaware county (adac) and 
instructor, Jeannette Tolson, 
LcSw.

The recovery coach Train-
ing will take place Monday, 
feb. 27 to friday, March 3, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. enroll-
ment is at capacity with 25 reg-
istrations and three wait listed. 

Mary rosenthal states, “re-
covery coaches are individu-
als who support the client in 
achieving and maintaining a 
solid foundation in recovery 
to achieve other life goals that 
make recovery worthwhile.  

Or, they can be anyone 
concerned about individu-
als’ chemical use and/or re-
covery.  we’re not surprised 
that we have achieved full 
registration.”  

recovery coaching is a form 
of strength-based support giv-
en to persons seeking recovery 

from alcohol and other drugs.  
The need for and benefi ts of 
such recovery coaching sup-
port was revealed by subject 
matter experts during the May 
25 Sidney Tri-Town coali-
tion for heroin and Substance 
abuse prevention (cOSap).  
This is a performance-based 
education program implement-
ed by adac and staff.   The 
Sidney rotary club was eager 
to fund the required training 
materials.

“i would especially like 
to thank carlton rule, ceO 
of the Tri-Town hospital, for 
hosting this valuable recov-
ery coach Training at no cost.  
heroin and substance abuse 
is a community problem and 
it will take the community 
to come together to solve it,” 
states Lorraine keckeisen on 
behalf of the Sidney rotary 
club and the Tri-Town coali-
tion on Substance abuse pre-
vention. The solution involves 
increased awareness, educa-
tion and community action.  
“Our community continues 
to work together and do just 
that!” 

SES Applications 
Available Now for 
UPK Slots

SidNey - children who 
reside in the Sidney central 
School district and who will 
be four years old before dec. 
1, 2017 are eligible for Sidney 
elementary School’s univer-
sal pre-kindergarten program. 

parents interested in having 
their child attend upk must 
call the SeS main offi ce at 
561-7701 and request an ap-
plication.  applications will 
be mailed to families request-

ing one. 
The completed application 

and a copy of the child’s birth 
certifi cate must be brought to 
the SeS main offi ce by fri-
day, May 19 in order to be eli-
gible for the lottery drawing.  
classes will be determined by 
a lottery drawing, which will 
be held at Sidney elementary 
School on friday, June 2 at 3 
p.m. in the computer lab. 

fun fact: The word “facetious” fea-
tures all the vowels in 

alphabetical order.
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UNADILLA – Teresa Bedford has recently moved her bridal 
boutique, Timeless Brides, to a new Unadilla location at 534 St. Hwy. 7. 
Bedford celebrated the new digs with an opening in early December of 
2016. Timeless Brides was � rst launched in February of 2015.

In the lead up to her December opening, Bedford’s location was 
revitalized and renovated, thanks to Seeley’s All-Season Services, to 
which she expressed especial thanks.

Timeless Brides, which is open any time by appointment, carries 
a wide inventory of gowns in sizes from 0-28 in an array of styles by 
many di� erent designers. And for anyone involved in a special occasion, 
whether that means mother-of-the-bride duties or prom, Timeless 
Brides also carries formalwear in sizes 0-28. Bedford stocks children’s 
sizes, too, for any soon-to-be � ower girls. Like any good bridal boutique, 
Timeless Brides has veils in stock and o� ers custom veils on request.

While the fare at Timeless Brides is decidedly feminine, Bedford said 
she does carry some items for the guys, particularly vintage hats. 

Asked what led her to the business, Bedford said, “I started collecting gowns for the grandkids to play dress-up in and it evolved from there.” 
Bedford went on to note, “I started this business [as a way] to help fund a memorial scholarship in my daughter’s name [to be] given yearly to 
a student at Franklin Central School.” Today, the Bonny Bedford Memorial Scholarship is awarded annually and proceeds from the boutique 
ensure its continuation.

� ough her involvement in the business of bridal gowns came later in life, Bedford has been honing her seamstress skills since a very early 
age. “I learned to sew as a young girl,” explained Bedford. “I actually made my own prom gowns.”

With an eye on the future, Bedford said she hopes to continue expanding her inventory and “providing gorgeous gowns at a reasonable 
price” to people in the tri-town communities and beyond. “It’s my belief, emphasized Bedford, “that you shouldn’t have to spend a fortune to 
wear the gown of your dreams on your wedding day or prom night.”

Bedford, a longtime member of the community she out� ts in � nery, lives with her � ancé, Mark, and between the two of them they have six 
children and an even dozen in grandkids.

When she’s not sewing satin and sequins, Bedford is a nurse providing private, in-home care to the elderly. Prior to that, she worked for over 
20 years at the Cullman Child Development Center in Sidney as supervisor of the infants and nurse to the center. Bedford enjoys riding her 
Harley Davidson, along with her � ancé atop his, every chance she gets.

To schedule an appointment any time with Teresa Bedford of Timeless Brides, call 437-1639. Also, � nd Timeless Brides on Facebook.

Timeless Brides Opens New Rt. 7 Location

AFTON TENT RENTAL
- WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED -

Larry Materazzo
1587 State Highway 7
A� on, NY 13730

607-639-1139
www.a� ontentrental.com

Party Tents - Tables - Chairs
Dance Floor - Lighting - and More

Wedding Tents

The Perfect Space
The Perfect Location for

•Weddings
•Rehearsal Dinners
•Family Reunions

•Dinners
•Parties
•Special Events

The Grange Hall
Corner of Hale Street & East River Road, 

Norwich, NY
607-334-9046 or 607-644-3772

www.chenangogrange.org/rental

Rent the Perfect Tux
for your handsome groom...

Tuxedo Rentals by

Stop in and visit with our formal wear 
expert. We have fabric swatches to 
match your wedding colors. We will 
professionally � t your wedding party.
Let us do the work...
We will make sure everyone
looks great for the big day!

Rainbow’s End
a fun & unique CONSIGNMENT SHOP

37 Main St. in Sidney •  607.563.8911

Hours:
Wed.-Sat.
11am-6pm
Sun. Noon-4pm

Let Ksenia, Madisynn,
Claudia make your

Entire Wedding
Party look the
BEST....
updos-makeup-nails

Call for trial style appt.,
before your date!

607-369-3686
TOUCH OF ELEGANCE
187 Main St., Suite C,
Unadilla, New York

6
EEEE

A Beautiful Look
For Your Special Day

A Beautiful Look
For Your Special DayT he Event

of a
Lifetime

A Guide for the
Prospective

Bride & Groom
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The Major’s Inn Route 51,
Gilbertsville, NY

This wonderful piece of history
is available for your special event.

Contact
Cece Rowe

607-783-2967

Weddings, Receptions, Reunions, 
Banquets, Business Meetings

or any other event!
Complete kitchen, tables and chairs and many 
other items to make your event unforgettable.
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Stop by our o�ce and we will be happy to assist you in 
choosing the right invitation for your special day. 

������������
��������
�����	�	��	�����
������������	������	��
	����	
�� � ����

7 NAILS: Acrylics, Gels, Gel Polish, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Spa Pedi, Para�  n 
Wax and more.
7 HAIR: Cuts, Colors, Multicolor 
Coloring, Perms, Conditioning, Relaxers, 
Updo’s, Waxing and more.
7 TANNING: Stand Up Tanning and 
Leg Tanner.
7 ADDITIONAL SERVICES: Airbrush 
Makeup, Teeth Whitening.

64 N. Main St., Bainbridge, NY

(607) 967-6245
Call for your Appointment

Simply Elegant
Flowers and Dreams

Noted for Unique Floral Creations
The Village Florist & Gifts

will show you the memories are made of 
“Flowers and Dreams.”

Stop in and see us or call for an 
appointment or consultation. 
No budget is too small.

607-967-7111
5 East Main St., Bainbridge
(next to NBT parking lot)
Open Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm
Sat. 9am-1pm
Closed Sun.
www.bainbridgefl orist.com A FULL SERVICE 

FLORIST

We can help with 
–  financing the festivities –  nurturing your nest egg  – all your financial needs

1-877-642-7328
Federally Insured by NCUA

before you say

“I DO”
We DO!
Take a look at what

savings • checking • loans • visa • mortgage • retirement
“from this day forward.”

• online & mobile banking 

apply online 
sfcuonline.org

Lifestyle Loans For Life Events!

Personalized Wedding & Event Services
You Supply the Dream, We’ll Supply the Rest!

Offering rustic tables, 
décor, vintage china, 

various styles of 
tablecloths, elegant 

tents, chairs and 
catering equipment.

Morristent.com
607-263-9916

Book an appointment with one of our Event Planners to get started!
26 Mill St. Morris, NY 13808

• Bridal Wear
• Formal Wear
• Tuxedos
• Prom

Bridal
Accessories,
Evening Wear,
Flowers
• Reader’s Choice for Best Bridal Boutique
• Wedding Wire Bride’s Choice 2012-2016
• Jim’s Formalwear Elite Retailer

31-33 Genesee Street, Greene, NY
607-656-4200 • www.dressyourfancy.com

Green’s
LONG RIVER INN

& LIQUOR STORE
Let Us Bring Our 

Full Service & 
Beverage Caterer 
to Your Wedding 

Reception or 
other private 

party

For More Information
Call 607-369-9903

54 St. Hwy. 357
Unadilla

FULLY STOCKED LIQUOR STORE
OPEN 7 DAYS

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-11 p.m.;
Sun. Noon-11 p.m.

• Spacious country setting surrounds the reception hall
• Seating up to 250 • Ample parking • Hardwood dance � oor

• Elegant lighting • Large caterer-friendly kitchen

Easy access from
I-88 and Routes 7

and 357

www.cbgardensny.com
1532 Covered Bridge Road,

Unadilla, NY
607-369-9293
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*Promotional period – January 16, 2017 – March 18, 2017 to qualified applicants. Stated rate is signature loan, 
A+ credit tier, 36 months with member rewards equaling 5 or more active services. Some restrictions may apply. 
Current sfcu loans are not available for refinance. We reserve the right to end this promotion at any time.

Consolidate your loans for 
a better financial picture!

We can help you put the puzzle together and save you money. 
Consolidating your debt is financially smart.

• ONE PAYMENT vs. many • LOWER your monthly payment

1-877-642-7328 • sfcuonline.org
Federally Insured by NCUA

While you’re consolidating 
your loans ask about our 

LOW RATE, NO ANNUAL FEE
credit card starting at 

8.40% variable APR

APPLY ONLINE, call or 
simply stop by any sfcu branch!

5.40%
APR

Consolidation 
Loans
as low as

Lifestyle Loans for Life Events!

*

A Perspective on Sidney Flood Mitigation Projects, Part II
by John woodyshek

editor’s note: The follow-
ing is the first in a three-part 
opinion piece contributed by 
John woodyshek, former vil-
lage engineer for the village 
of Sidney.

flood mitigation priorities 
based on effectiveness:

flood control dams: The 
best way to mitigate flood 
damage is to avoid the flood in 
the first place.  Short of revers-
ing development on a whole-
sale basis or climate change, 
this means the construction of 
flood control dams.  

One of the best things about 
dams is that they can be con-
structed in steps with each 
step having an impact. by 
constructing multiple dams 
working from upstream down, 
dams can have a cumulative 
impact downstream.  unfor-
tunately there are currently 
enough environmental obsta-
cles to usually squelch dams.

flood protection struc-
tures: These usually involve 
the construction of dikes and 

floodwalls.  when these are 
even suggested it seems to 
conjure up visions of rais-
ing flood levels on the river 
side of the wall (opposite 
the area being protected and 
downstream).  while a dike 
or wall can have an effect on 
river level, that effect is usu-
ally calculable and therefore 
predictable. as long as the 
encroachment on the river 
does not include the floodway 
(not to be confused with the 
floodplain), which is shown 
on most flood maps, including 
Sidney’s, the impact should 
be less than a one-foot rise 
in the river.  That is how the 
floodway line is determined.  
flood control structures can 
be combined with dredging 
and obstruction removal for 
greater impact.

dredging and obstruction 
removal: This can provide 
reduction of flood levels but 
alone its effectiveness is usu-
ally limited and should be 
evaluated on a site-specific 
basis.  This was done at Sid-
ney by the uSa corps of en-
gineers and could alone pro-

vide a flood level reduction 
of up to two feet, especially 
above the Main St. bridge.  
This is significant for those 
locations where two feet could 
mean the difference between 
flooding at all or flooding that 
didn’t go above the first floor. 

elevating homes with miti-
gation such that the lowest 
floor including the basement 
is at or above the base flood 
elevation (aka 100-year flood 
level).  having your lowest 
floor above the bfe is key 
to controlling flood insur-
ance premiums.  if you were 
to elevate your house in Sid-
ney, and almost everywhere 
else, you would be required to 
elevate it such that your low-
est floor is actually at least 
two feet above the bfe, due 
to Sidney’s local flood law 
mandated by feMa.  el-
evating used here generally 
includes eliminating the utili-
ties, furnaces, electric panels 
and use of the basement and 
filling the basement in; taken 
together, this is elevation with 
mitigation.  elevating without 
mitigation would not enable 

escaping the high flood insur-
ance premiums because your 
rating would be based on your 
basement level

Mitigation of facilities in 
the basement: removal of 
utilities, furnaces and elec-
tric panels from the basement 
will reduce your potential 
losses in the event of a flood 
but will not change your in-
surance rating unless you fill 
the basement in.  if you miti-
gate facilities in the basement 
and fill it in your rating will 
be based on the elevation of 
your first floor, which is a lot 
better than being rated based 
on the basement floor.  all 
homeowners in the flood zone 
may ultimately need to get an 
elevation certificate to estab-
lish rating.  Virtually all of the 
houses in the flood zone have 
been surveyed by the corps 
of engineers and a listing of 
floor elevations is available 
at the village clerk’s office.  
This information may not 
be enough to satisfy feMa 
when rating for insurance pol-
icies, but can at least be used 
for estimating what your floor 

elevation is and how much it is 
above or below the bfe.

acquisition/ demolition/
buyout: a coordinated sys-
tematic buyout program based 
on logical consistent criteria, 
offered to all residents or, if 
prioritized, prioritized on the 
basis of degree and frequen-
cy of flooding in a particu-
lar area and implemented as 
money allows, benefits those 
acquired, is still detrimental 
to the tax base and therefore 
detrimental to the remaining 
taxpayers and does a disser-
vice to anyone or any business 
left behind. buyouts should be 
avoided if at all possible; when 
done, buyouts should be done 
with an eye toward reducing 
public need for streets, storm 
drainage, plowing, water and 
sewer services. especially if 
money is limited, this path 
should be the last resort and 
not the first.  in any event, the 
above may not be in the best 
interest of the community but 
is at least fair and logical. 

we are currently in an un-
coordinated buyout program 
with inconsistent criteria, 

limited funding and prior-
ity based on the direction 
the wind is blowing; persons 
owning multiple rental prop-
erties are on the list, while 
in other cases people are told 
they are not eligible for ac-
quisition only to find out later 
that the criteria has changed 
but now the list is closed. fur-
ther, homes not substantially 
damaged and in fact only 
suffering basement flooding 
are being acquired and de-
molished instead of mitigated 
and elevated, thereby protect-
ing the tax base instead of de-
stroying it. There have been 
no provisions made for those 
to be left behind with the 
threat of high flood insurance 
rates.  This is not right.  This 
program should be reevaluat-
ed; especially the buyout and 
the greenplain elements.

The third portion of this 
three-part commentary will 
appear in the next edition of 
the Tri-Town News, out feb. 
23.

Slewfoot to Play Bainbridge, Feb. 25
baiNbridge - Slewfoot, 

a bluegrass band with a coun-
try twist, will be performing 
at the bainbridge Town hall 
Theatre, 15 North Main St., 
bainbridge, on Saturday, feb. 
25 at 7 p.m. Slewfoot was 
formed in Schuyler county in 
the fall of 2007.   The band’s 
members have many years of 
experience in both country 
and bluegrass, making it natu-
ral to feature both familiar 
upbeat country and bluegrass 
standards in a driving blue-
grass style. with a mix of 
tunes ranging from Scruggs to 

Stones and Monroe to Merle, 
all seasoned with the band’s 
unique instrumentals, it’s no 
wonder Slewfoot is so well-
received on festival stages. 

Members of the band in-
clude Stan ink (banjo and 
vocals), Jimmy decker, Jr. 
(guitar and vocals), daryl 
Lesh (dobro and vocals) and 
gary brown (upright bass), 
holding down the bottom end. 
audience members will enjoy 
a solid sound with plenty of 
energy. Slewfoot has a great 
time playing and singing, 
guaranteeing a great time for 

all.
doors will open at 6 p.m. 

and all performances are open 
seating. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door or may be re-
served ahead by calling 288-
3882. in the art gallery that 
evening the works of robin 
robertson will be on display. 
The gallery will open at 6 
p.m. before the show through 
intermission and is free to 
the public. The artists will be 
available to meet and answer 
questions.

UHS Chenango Senior Living Residents 
Support Annual Polar Bear Jump

NOrwich - Saturday, feb. 
18, will mark the 22nd annual 
polar bear Jump at goodyear 
Lake. This organization raises 
funds from the jump into frig-
id waters as well as the polar 
bear auction, which features 
donations from numerous lo-
cal businesses and other fund-
raising events.

all proceeds are used to 
support local children and 
families with medical issues 
and the community organiza-
tions that support them. doris 

Sherman, rN, a unit supervi-
sor at uhS chenango Memo-
rial Senior Living, is very in-
volved as a fundraiser and has 
been a jumper herself for the 
last twelve years. Last year the 
event had over 300 jumpers 
and they raised over $127,000. 

a group of residents at 
uhS cMh Senior Living 
decided to support doris and 
this cause by making a fleece 
blanket and putting together 
a themed “warm up” basket, 
which was raffled off feb. 15 

at the facility. This group has 
worked in the past making 
blankets for raffling off for 
other fundraising activities. 
Sue Martin, social worker at 
the facility, said these activi-
ties help to foster feelings of 
worth, meaning and purpose 
through service to others 
and continued community 
involvement. 

for more information about 
the facility, contact Sue Mar-
tin at 337-4019. 

Front row: Beverly Burchill, Ivalou Reigles and Dorothy Dunham; back row: Eleanor Enders, 
Shirley Locke, Roseanne Ellis, Doris Sherman RN, Roxanne Schwingle and Eleanor Curley.


