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Communities Mourn the Loss of 15-Year-Old McKinley
by allison collins

uNadiLLa – in the early 
evening of monday, dec. 5, 
15-year-old edward mckin-
ley, iii was struck by a vehicle 
just entering unadilla proper 
and, after being airlifted to 
upstate medical center of 
Syracuse that night, was pro-
nounced dead shortly there-
after on Tuesday morning. 
because of the nature of the 
accident, law enforcement 
said the investigation will be 

“ongoing.”
in the intervening days, the 

loss has rippled out across the 
community and eddie’s far-
reaching influence in life has 
only redoubled in death. a 
sophomore at unatego cen-
tral School, an active mem-
ber of youth for christ and 
an avid soccer player, eddie’s 
funeral service on Saturday, 
dec. 10 was rife with eulo-
gies from young and old alike. 
by all accounts, eddie was a 
boy of deep faith and a huge 

heart, always willing to help 
others, even to the point of 
self-sacrifice.

eddie’s mother, pamela 
mckinley, shared two quotes 
found posthumously that epit-
omize her late son’s character. 
The first, found in his dresser, 
states: “Joy shared is doubled. 
Sorrow shared is halved.” The 
second, she said, was recov-
ered in his wallet after the ac-
cident and reads: “Take pride 
in how far you have come. 
have faith in how far you can 

go.” To that, mckinley noted, 
“i felt these [quotes] were im-
portant [for] his young friends 
to remember.”

eddie’s girlfriend, margelia 
marr of unadilla, also present 
at the dec. 5 accident, said, 
“edward was always kind, 
loving and caring. he always 
put everyone before himself. 
he was willing to take a stand 
for what he believed in, even 
if it meant dying.” marr, a stu-
dent at Lighthouse christian 
academy of Oneonta, met 

eddie through the central Ny 
youth for christ organization.

referencing their shared 
faith, marr said, “[eddie] al-
ways wanted people to know 
that god loves them and to 
have what he had with the 
Lord.” marr, who witnessed 
eddie’s Oct. 2 baptism earlier 
this year, said, “i will always 
remember when he got bap-
tized at anchor. he was so 
happy and filled with joy be-
cause he proclaimed his love 
[and] belief for christ.”

See mckiNLey, pg. 5

Bainbridge Braves Cold to Come Together for Annual Christmas Parade
baiNbridge – despite 

the cold on the evening of 
Saturday, dec. 10, dozens of 
people lined the streets of 
downtown bainbridge to have 
their spirits warmed. The 
bainbridge christmas parade, 
begun only three years ago by 
the chamber of commerce 
and local rotary chapter, 
wound a colorful path down 
main St. 

The merry energy of the 
parade began on parsons St., 
where many of the floats lined 
up before the event’s official 

five o’clock start. 
while it was plain to see 

that those who would hand 
out candy or drive in the pa-
rade were full of anticipation, 
it was the flag-bearers who 
made the most joyful noise. 

50 high school exchange 
students from all over the 
world, hosted by the schools 
in 

bainbridge’s parent rotary 
district, were clamoring to 
find their country’s flag and 
carry it in the parade. amidst 
the anthem-singing and pic-

ture-taking, some of the stu-
dents were able to reflect on 
their american christmas 
experience. 

      danny and Sebastian, 
two students from the catho-
lic nation of bolivia, agreed 
that religion plays a much 
bigger part in their country’s 
christmastime celebrations. 
danny, hosted by cherry 
Valley-Springfield School, 
loves all the winter activities 
he’s gotten to try. Sebastian, 
hosted by homer central 
School, said that while all the 

lights and commercial aspects 
of the american christmas 
tradition can sometimes be a 
bit much, it’s also a big part of 
what makes it so fun. 

French student mathilde, 
hosted by unatego central 
School, was just as shocked 
by the cold as the South 
american students, but ob-
served that her countrymen 
lack what she felt was real 
christmas spirit. 

all three agreed that the 
heart of christmas, regardless 
of where it’s celebrated, lies 

in unity and “being with the 
ones you love.” 

The emphasis on unity was 
echoed throughout the parade, 
which began in 2013 with the 
idea of bringing bainbridge’s 
citizens together and restoring 
their pride in the town. 

Town councilman Jim 
maddalone said that the pa-
rade was started with the 
hopes of “putting bainbridge 
back on the map.” madd-
alone went on to say, “it’s a 
great little town, and there’s 
nothing left of a lot of these 

little towns around here. but 
we won’t go down without a 
fight.” 

 across from Smiley’s gas 
Station, bainbridge resident 
Todd miller and his son an-
drew set up lawn chairs to 
watch their family and friends 
participate in the parade. with 
floats featuring local busi-
nesses, horse-drawn carriages 
and even a wooden train car, 
it was easy to see why, in 
miller’s words, “people real-
ize this is the season to come 
together.”

Unadilla Home Shines Bright for 
Holiday Season 

by allison collins

uNadiLLa – known 
variously as the christmas 
house, or the crazy Lights 
house, each holiday season 
the Van cott home located at 
31 Old Village Lane in un-
adilla is a much-loved local 
yuletide fixture.

The tradition, which Van 
cott estimated began almost 
20 years ago when he and wife 
Sue moved into the unadilla 
home, stems from their shared 
love of the christmas holiday. 
“we moved in in 1998 and 
Sue and i have always deco-

rated,” said Van cott. “we 
had that long fence there vis-
ible from rte. 7 and i found 
a fellow that sells christmas 
decorations for shopping cen-
ters out in missouri. he gave 
me some ideas so i bought 
my first big decorations and 
we put them up on the fence 
[along with] a 20 ft. artificial 
tree by the driveway.”

as any passerby (and there 
are many) knows the display 
has come a long way over the 
years. “we added a few pieces 
every year and it got bigger 
and bigger,” said Van cott. 
“everybody wonders what 

i’m going to do next year. Sue 
came up with a bunch of neat 
ideas this year.”

it takes a team of volunteers 
to erect the annual display 
and Van cott, the president 
of unalam, relies on the help 
of his employees, especially 
Lee young, to make it hap-
pen. “The unalam employees 
that Lee young brings to help 
include Jeremy wright, mike 
Lewis and Tom harageones.  
without their help none of 
this would be possible,” said 
Van cott. explaining that it 
typically takes himself, his 
wife, and the team several 

See hOme, pg. 5

Christmas Tree Farms Around the 
Tri-Towns

by allison collins

it’s that time of year when, 
headed down most any area 
roadway, drivers are sure to 
spot many a minivan, truck or 
car toting a fresh-cut tree atop 
its roof. and with the arrival 
of the holidays comes the 
opening of a short but sweet—

and busy!—business season 
for several area christmas 
tree farms.

george Lundin, owner 
and operator at Lundin’s 
Tree Farm of Otego, said he 
first opened in 1990 because 
he saw “a need for a local 
choose-and-cut operation.” “i 
wanted to be able to provide 

fresh trees to people in the 
area.” 

and, in the intervening 
years, dozens of families in 
and around the tri-town area 
have made Lundin’s their spot 
for trees and handmade holi-
day décor. 

alison crotts, of Oneonta, 
remarked, “we have been go-

See Tree FarmS, pg. 5

Rows and rows of Christmas trees stand under just-fallen snow waiting to be chosen 
and cut at Baxter’s Tree Farm of Afton. 

(607) 563-4311 • www.chambersohara.com

2005 GMC 3500 reg cab single rear SLE, V-plow, 
4wd, V8, auto, AC, p winds p locks tow pkg, cruise, 

silver, 89,400 miles,

$19,969
$448 48 mnths. 
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COMMUNITY 
MEALS

Ask about our First Line 
Therapy Lifestyle Program!

• Lose weight and decrease body fat
• Fight disease

• Lower blood pressure and cholesterol
• Dr. Suggested vitamins and supplements with a 

guided approach to exercise and nutrition!

Traveling out of town for 
Spinal Decompression Therapy?

NO MORE!
Spinal decompression now offered by 

Dr. Gary Parker here in Greene! 
Also in Sidney, Oxford and Whitney Point 

Locations!

Call Today! 607-656-4464

33 N. Chenango St., Greene, NY 13778
Dr. Gary G. Parker, Jr., DPT

Office: 607-656-4464 • Fax: 607-656-4593

GREENE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY & 

WOUND CARE TREATMENT
“Maximizing the Quality of Life and Movement”

Autumn SupperS

pAncAke LiSting

If you have old photos you 
would like to see in the 

Tri-Town News, please bring 
them by our office in Sidney, 
mail them to PO Box 208, 
Sidney, NY 13838 with a 
self-addressed envelope 
or e-mail scanned copies 
(300 dpi) to us at ttnews@

tritownnews.com. 

SidNey - St. paul’s 
church, located at 25 river 
St. in Sidney, will be hosting a 
pot roast dinner on Saturday, 
dec. 10 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
The meal will include a bev-
erage and dessert.

 

baiNbridge - The Soup 
kitchen at the bainbridge 
united methodist church is 
open Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. menu for the soup 
kitchen is available in the 
kitchen’s Facebook page.

 

SidNey - a full meal 
is served at St. paul’s epis-
copal church, 25 river St. 
every wednesday from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Food selec-
tions vary weekly and all are 
welcome. 

uNadiLLa - a week-
ly luncheon is served ev-
ery Thursday at 12:30 p.m. 
at St. matthews episcopal 
church. a free will offering 
is appreciated. 

uNadiLLa - breakfast in 
the basement serves breakfast 
on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at the unadilla united 
methodist church on main 
St. all are welcome. dona-
tions are accepted but not 
expected. 

SidNey - The First con-
gregational church, located 
on the corner of bridge and 
main Streets in Sidney, of-
fers free soup and sandwiches 
with dessert and drink from 
4-6 p.m. on the second Thurs-
day of every month. 

aFTON - The afton Veter-
ans of Foreign wars post 3529 
will host an all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast Saturday, 
dec. 17 from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
The breakfast will be served 
at the VFw post at 187 main 
St. afton, across from the 
NbT building. The breakfast 
is open to all and will include 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, home fries, coffee 
and juice.

There will be a small charge 
for the breakfast and proceeds 
will go to help the VFw post 
3529. 

The 
Tri-Town

News
will be out 

of the of� ce 
on Monday, 

Dec. 26th and 
Monday, 

Jan. 2nd to 
allow our staff 
time to spend 
with family 
and friends 
this holiday 

season. 

Our deadline 
for the 
Dec. 29th and 
Jan. 5th issues 
will be 
Friday 
Dec. 23rd
and 30th.

Beautiful & Affordable 
Estate Jewelry for 

Everyone on Your List!
101 Secor Rd., Otego

(607) 988-7973
Open Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10am-4pm

Tri-Town
News

has Gift Certi�cates 
for subscriptions 

available now. 
Call 561-3526, 

stop in at 85 Main St. 
(entrance on Smith St.), 

or email 
ttnews@tritownnews.com 

to order yours! 

They won’t receive them 
until you want them to!

BAGS 
to Meet 
Dec. 19 in 
Bainbridge

baiNbridge - There will 
be a meeting of the bagS 
Landfill board of directors 
on monday, dec. 19 at 10 
a.m. in the bainbridge Town 
hall. This will be the end of 
the year meeting for 2016 and 
the organizational meeting for 
2017. all meetings are open to 
the public.

 

Unatego 
BOE to 
Meet Dec. 
19

OTegO - The unatego 
central School board of edu-
cation will meet on monday, 
dec. 19, at 7 p.m. in room 
93 of the middle/senior high 
school.

 

SABA to Host Annual Alumni Night 
Dec. 23

Sidney American Legion to Host 
Annual Christmas Party for 
Kids Dec. 17

Annual Holiday Bake Shoppe Returns 
to Bainbridge Methodist Church 
Dec. 17

BAINBRIDGE LION MEMBER Gary Richmond (r) presents the keys to a 2016 Kawasaki four-
wheeler to Tom O’Conner of Afton at McDowell & Walker on Nov. 23.

baiNbridge - The annu-
al holiday bake shoppe, hosted 
by the bainbridge methodist 
church every december, will 
once more be at the method-
ist church on North main St., 
bainbridge on Saturday, dec. 
17 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

christmas cookies may be 
obtained by choosing only 

one’s favorites. customers 
will be given a bag to fill with 
their favorite cookies by pick-
ing from a large assortment 
of homemade cookies. Other 
holiday food items available 
will include homemade can-
dies, holiday breads, cakes 
and pies.

a white elephant table will 

have many new or “newly 
new” items, decorations, and 
handmade articles available 
that may be just what you have 
been looking for.  Sometimes 
great treasures are found 
there.

plan on attending this year-
ly event and take advantage of 
what it offers.

SidNey - The Sidney 
american Legion will host its 
21st annual children’s christ-
mas party on Saturday, dec. 
17 from noon to 1:30 p.m.

There will be all kinds of 
fun things that day. Santa will 
be there for sure. we are hop-
ing to provide a free photo of 

your child that you can take 
home with you. a free hot dog 
and beverage will be provided 
for all that attend. Our tradi-
tional “goodie bags” will be 
given out to each child.

This year the party will fea-
ture special guest, Nolan the 
magician. There will also be 

free face painting for all inter-
ested kids.

plan to attend for a fun time 
in celebration of christmas. 

The Sidney american Le-
gion is located at 22 union St.

contact Larry halbert with 
any questions at 237-4762 or 
larryhalbert7@gmail.com.

SidNey - The 25th anni-
versary of the Sidney alum-
ni basketball association’s 
“alumni Night” will be held 
Friday, dec. 23 from 6-9 p.m. 
at the Sidney high School 
gym.

interested alumni can play 
in either the OTw (old timers 
and women) game, which will 

start at 6 p.m. or the young 
guns game that will follow 
at 7:30 p.m. cost to play in-
cludes a reversible jersey. The 
cutoff for “old timers” is 35 
years old.

proceeds will go toward 
continuing the association’s 
$300 annual scholarship 
awarded to a graduating se-

nior who has contributed 
to the positive aspect of the 
basketball program. Since its 
inception in 1992, Saba has 
award more than $7,000 in 
scholarship money. 

To reserve your spot on the 
hardwood, contact greg da-
vie at 422-6492.

Bainbridge Lions Club Announces 
Winner of 2016 Four-Wheeler Raffle

baiNbridge - The bain-
bridge Lions club recently 
concluded its 2016 four-
wheeler raffle on Nov. 20. 
The raffle remains the largest 
fundraiser for the club. it en-
ables the club to fund its sight-
saving program and other 
projects in the tri-town area.

winners of the raffle were: 
1st place – Tom O’conner – 
kawasaki four-wheeler from 
klinger motorsports in wal-

ton; 2nd place – kelly Talbot 
– $250 gift card to Quality 
hardwood or Twin Valley of 
Sidney; 3rd place – denise 
gonzales – barbeque set pur-
chased from k-mart; and 4th 
place – mick berrios – Stihl 
leaf blower from mcdowell & 
walker of Sidney.

The bainbridge Lions 
would like to thank klinger 
motorsports, mcdowell & 
walker, and Quality hard-

woods and Twin Valley for 
their contributions. Special 
thanks go to mcdowell & 
walker for their help in sell-
ing tickets, and k-mart for 
providing a warm place to 
sell tickets from during the 
final weekend of the raffle. 
The biggest thanks goes to all 
tri-town area residents who 
purchased tickets and made 
this annual raffle a financial 
success.

Fun Fact: To cut grounds-keeping costs during World War I, President Woodrow Wilson brought 
in a herd of sheep to trim the White House grounds. 
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pAStor’S pen

by rev. Tom pullyblank,
Sidney united methodist 

church

The angel said, “Don’t be 
afraid! Look! I bring good 
news to you—wonderful, 
joyous news for all people. 
Your savior is born today in 
David’s city. He is Christ the 
Lord. This is a sign for you: 
you will find a newborn baby 
wrapped snugly and lying in 
a manger.” Suddenly a great 
assembly of the heavenly forc-
es was with the angel praising 
God. They said, “Glory to 
God in heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he 
favors.”

-Luke 2: 10-14 (Common 
English Bible)

ever wonder why the bells 
ring on christmas morning? 
because the day of Jesus’ 
birth brought a whole new 
way of living into existence, 
and, as we say on New year’s 
eve, a chance to “ring out the 
old, ring in the new!” christ-
mas, New year’s--the whole 
holiday season is an excellent 
time to review our lives—past, 
present and future.

bells ring in one of the all-
time favorite christmas sto-
ries, too—charles dickens 
shows us in The christmas 
carol that even men with the 

hardest of hearts can change 
when they hear the christmas 
bells ring out their song.

you all remember the story. 
ebenezer Scrooge is a man 
hated and pitied by many for 
his selfish and greedy ways. 
Then he receives three visits 
on christmas eve: from the 
ghost of christmas past, who 
shows him joys and regrets 
from his younger years; the 
ghost of christmas present, 
who shows him the celebra-
tions of relatives and the suf-
ferings of the poor; and the 
ghost of christmas future, 
who shows him the conse-
quences of his greed and self-
ishness. bells ring when the 
first two ghosts visit, but not 
for the third, and then again 
on christmas morning, to her-
ald, for Scrooge, rebirth into a 
new life of joy and giving and 
for humankind, the birth of 
Jesus christ.

what ghosts of christmas 
past are haunting your life? 
do you, like Scrooge, remem-
ber the good times and fear 
that they’ve gone away for-
ever? do you harbor regrets 
for something you’ve done to 
others? regrets for something 
you didn’t do when you should 
have? Let the bells of memory 
and past regret ring no more: 
Jesus heals and turns them 
into bells of new life!

maybe you fear the reality 
of christmas present. maybe 
the bells of life are out of tune 
with what you and your fam-
ily wants. maybe the economy 
has got you down. maybe you 
just can’t take what you see 
on the evening news anymore. 
maybe you’re sick or some-
one in your family is. These 
bells, too, which also haunted 
Scrooge, can be transformed 
into the bells of salvation by 
the birth in your life of our 
savior, Jesus christ!

perhaps you fear for the 
future. maybe you or a loved 
one faces sickness or surgery. 
maybe your fears are about fi-
nancial insecurity. maybe you 
fear for our world. whatever 
your fears for the future, Jesus 
is with you, walking beside 
you, holding your hand, giv-
ing you courage and peace.

Jesus is here for you. Jesus’ 
churches are here for you. 
please come worship at any of 
the tri-town area churches on 
christmas eve to praise god 
for the gift of Jesus.

and don’t stop there—
please join us also on Sunday 
mornings to worship, pray, 
hear the word and sing in 
praise for the new life that Je-
sus brings.

Listen for the bells—they 
might just change your life!

McDowell & Walker, Inc.
Searching for that Perfect Gift?

We’ve Got Something For 
Everyone On Your List!

Check Out Our Everyday 
Low Prices!

Shop Locally 
Owned for the 
Holiday Season!

5 Mang Dr., Sidney, NY 13838-1346
607-563-9797
Mon.-Fri 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm
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              December 16th, 2016
�

Friday

6:00PM

Greene High School Auditorium
All tickets are $5 • Children 2 and under are free

Contact SUAD for tickets
stepupanddance9609@yahoo.com • 607-656-9609

Join us for a Fabulous

NEW YEAR’S EVE
at the Silo Restaurant

Party Hats**Noise Makers
Complimentary Champagne Toast at Midnight!

PRIME RIB BUFFET
$32.95 Seniors (65+) $16.95 Ages 5-12

Only

$39.95
complete with our famous Carving Station with

Prime Rib, Roast Turkey and Baked Ham
* Haddock * Veal * Chicken * Pasta

Full Salad Bar and so very much more!
A SELECT NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU IS ALSO AVAILABLE

Dinner & Bu� et Served 5PM to 10PM
No Cover Charge!
Dance to the Music of

ULTIMATE DJ PRODUCTIONS 9PM to 1 AM
For Reservations Call

607-656-4377

We’re Still Booking
Holiday Parties

Gift Certi� cates Available

Complimentary

Sandwiches

served at Midnight!

The Bainbridge Chamber of 
Commerce would like to thank 

everyone who came out on Saturday 
for our Annual Holiday Parade. 

We also sincerely thank everyone who 
participated. Our parade continues to 

be a success thanks to All of You!!

News Coverage 
Policy

as your hometown newspa-
per we welcome news of your 
families’or organization’s ac-
tivities, events, fundraisers, and 
honors. because we have a small 
staff we depend on you to get in-
formation and photographs to us, 
although we do provide assistance 
through editing. 

we prefer photos and articles 
sent to e-mail. Our e-mail address 
is ttnews@tritownnews.com. 

Our weekly deadline is 5 p.m. 
on monday with the exception of 
holiday weeks when deadlines will 
be posted. 

please keep your items short 
and to the point, putting the most 
important information first in case 
we need to shorten your article. 

we must give preference to 
dated items, so if your event has 
already happened or is more than 
a week away, it may be several 
weeks before it is published. if you 
want to make sure your item is in 
at a specific time, you may want a 
paid ad. 

The number of pages we can 
print each week is dependent on 
the number of ads we receive 
to pay the cost of printing and 
mailing the news. if you would 
like to place an ad please send 
information or questions to 
advertising@tritownnews.com.

we appreciate your patron-
age and cooperation. Thank you 
for supporting your “hometown” 
newspaper. For more information, 
please go to our website, www.tri-
townnews.com.

Winter 
Notices for 
the Village 
of Unadilla

uNadiLLa - Sidewalks 
must be kept clear of ice and 
snow throughout the entire 
winter. 

do not shovel, snowblow or 
plow snow into streets. This 
may result in tickets and fines.

No parking on village 
streets, effective now through 
april 1, from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.; 
vehicles in violation will be 
towed.

The zoning officer will be 
enforcing these laws.

Unatego BOE Seeks 
New Member Afton 
Resignation

OTegO - The unatego 
central School district board 
of education is accepting ap-
plications from residents of 
the unatego central School 
district interested in serving 
on the board of education to 
fill a vacant seat created by 
a resignation.  The appointed 
person will serve until a quali-
fied successor is elected at the 
next general election to fill the 
unexpired part of the term.  

interested parties should 
submit a letter of interest 
to Joan French, clerk of the 
board of education, in per-

son or by mail at pO box 483, 
2641 State hwy 7, Otego, 
N.y., 13825.  inquiries may be 
directed to mrs. French at the 
same address or by phone at 
988-5020.

in order to be eligible for 
appointment, a candidate 
must be at least 18 years of 
age, a citizen of the uS and a 
resident of the unatego cen-
tral School district for at least 
one year.  

all letters of interest must 
be received no later than Jan. 
5, 2017.

Gift Wrapping Offered Free to 
Community at Dec. 18 Extravaganza in 
Bainbridge

baiNbridge - do you 
love unwrapping your pres-
ents on christmas morning, 
but dread the time and effort 
that it takes to wrap them for 
family and friends? well, the 
bainbridge First presbyterian 
church has the solution to 
your holiday woes. 

On Sunday, dec. 18, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., we will 
be offering free gift-wrapping 
to anyone who needs a help-
ing hand this holiday season. 
grab your gifts and head over 
to the white door church on the 
Village Square in bainbridge 
and let us do the wrapping for 
you. There will also be card-
making and crafts available 

for the kids, as well as snacks 
and drinks for everyone.

This event is being spon-
sored by the presbyterian 
church missions commit-
tee.  This committee plans 
and supports outreach min-
istries to the congregation, 
local community and school 
district.  past community 
events have included hallow-
een pumpkin carving, movie 
matinees for local children 
and free community meals.  
as part of their mission, the 
committee oversees the New 
beginnings Thrift Store (lo-
cated in the church basement), 
provides the b-g school dis-
trict with emergency clothing, 

books and supplies as needed, 
and helps make the christ-
mas season more enjoyable 
through donations to local 
charitable drives.  assistance 
has also been given to local 
families that have faced a cri-
sis event, such as a fire or an 
unexpected illness thereby, 
impacting their quality of life.  
at this event, donations may 
be given (but are not required) 
to help support the mission 
activities of the church.

For questions, call the pres-
byterian church at 967-8021 
or email bainbridgepresbyte-
rianchurch@gmail.com. 

New Beginnings to Close for Holiday 
Break Dec. 17

baiNbridge - The New 
beginnings Thrift Shop will 
be closing for a few weeks 
over the holidays for a much-
needed staff break. The final 
day to shop will be Satur-
day, dec. 17 from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. The shop will reopen 
on Thursday, Jan. 12 at 10 
a.m. be sure to stop by before 
we close to hunt for gifts and 
necessities.

available now are many 
winter coats, boots and other 
warm clothing. clothing for 
the entire family is in good 
supply and racks and shelves 
have been sorted, making the 
inventory shopper friendly. 
The back room has an area 
of nice glass items suitable 
for gifting. christmas decora-
tions, books, games and kitch-

en items are all waiting to be 
purchased. don’t forget that 
the shop also has bedding, in-
cluding many warm throws.

The Thrift Shop is located 
in the basement level of the 
First presbyterian church at 
the back of the Village park. 
Look for the signs and open 
flag. The shop is an ongo-
ing mission project for the 
church, with funds going into 
an account earmarked for 
emergency needs for residents 
of the tri-town area and sur-
rounding neighbors. recently 
a large donation was made 
to a family-run dairy farm to 
assist with rebuilding after a 
tragic fire. more often assis-
tance on a smaller scale is giv-
en to those in need of clothing 
or other necessities.

we thank all who have 
contributed in any way to the 
success of this project over the 
past three years. whether you 
are a loyal shopper, a donator, 
a volunteer both in the shop 
and behind the scenes, or an 
organizer—you are doing a 
great job and providing a ser-
vice to the area.

please note, do not leave 
donations outside of the 
church at any time. Over the 
break there will not be anyone 
working at the thrift shop. if 
possible, hold on to your do-
nations until the shop reopens 
in January or contact a church 
member. bags/boxes left out-
side the doors and covered 
with snow and/or rain may 
become unusable. Thanks for 
your cooperation.
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Introducing  

our 

orthopedic 

team

A Strong Orthopedic Team 
  Close to Home

Dr. Anthony Cicoria 

Dr. Thomas M. Fitzpatrick 

Dr. Rudolph Buckley 

Melissa Tworkowsky, PA 

Joseph Pisani, PA 

A strong orthopedic team, welcoming new patients

An accident can happen to anyone.  But if  one happens to you, 
your orthopedic team at UHS Chenango Memorial Hospital can 
diagnose and treat the injury that may result.  If  you’ve been in a car 
crash, have fallen or have been injured at work, at school, or while 
playing a sport, the hospital’s orthopedic specialists are here for you.

A strong orthopedic team, dedicated to Chenango County

Our professionals care about you and your family, and are 

will work with you to restore and maximize your health and function.

A strong orthopedic team, backed up by the latest technology

in the care of  orthopedic injury and illness, and is supported by the 
latest in medical, surgical and rehabilitative technology, including:
• MRI
• CT scans

• Physical and occupational therapy

• Relationship with the entire UHS healthcare system

Visit uhs.net for more information.uhs.net for more information.uhs.net

Making Healthcare Better...Right now!

Dr. Thomas M. Fitzpatrick 

Dr. Rudolph Buckley 

Melissa Tworkowsky, PA 

Joseph Pisani, PA 

Dr. Anthony Cicoria 

SIDNEY • 607-369-5601
rwwakemaninc@stny.rr.com

Richard W. Wakeman, Inc.
Commercial Construction

Richard W. Wakeman LLC
Authorized Butler Building Dealer

Oil & Stone Driveways

RICE & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING • HEATING • ELECTRICAL

Residential  •  Commercial
Boilers  •  Water Heaters

967-8030
Sales & Service

6 Whitney Way, Bainbridge
riceandsonsphe@yahoo.com

Unadilla CofC’s Shop Hop Ends Dec. 17; Winners 
Announced at Dec. 20 Meeting

uNadiLLa - The inaugu-
ral “Shop hop” for unadilla 
shoppers to enter to win $200 
in gift certifi cates ends this 
Saturday, dec. 17 at noon. 

while shopping at local 
merchants, be sure and get 

your Shop hop card stamped 
and also register to win the 
gift certifi cates by entering 
another drawing sponsored 
by the unadilla chamber of 
commerce. details are avail-
able at each business. 

The unadilla chamber of 
commerce will have its next 
regular meeting on Tuesday, 
dec. 20 at green’s Long river 
inn, 54 route 357 in unadilla, 
beginning at 8:15 a.m. The 
drawing and announcement 

of winners will be at this time 
and winners will be notifi ed.  
all members and directors 
are urged to attend.

Sidney Center Christmas Lighting Contest if Dec. 17
SidNey ceNTer - 

christmas lights in Sidney 
center will be judged on dec. 

17, between 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Several prizes will be award-
ed. This event is sponsored 

by the maywood historical 
group (maywood depot). 

anyone outside the speed 
limit signs of Sidney center 
must call 369-9074 to be en-
tered in the contest. you must 

live within the Sidney center 
Fire district to be eligible to 
enter. winners will be con-
tacted by phone and listed in 
an upcoming announcement.

Sidney Senior Earns High 
Musical Honor

SidNey - Senior Victoria 
perry represented the Sidney 
high School chorus at the 
all-State NyS School music 
association (NySSma) con-
ference in rochester. 

perry was one of 297 stu-
dents in the prestigious mixed 
chorus. after four days of re-
hearsal, the chorus performed 
in the historic eastman 
Theater. 

She was also selected to the 
next level of musical achieve-

ment – all-eastern State 
chorus. There, she will join 
students from thirteen states 
in atlantic city, N.J., in april. 

“it is unprecedented for 
a Sidney vocal musician to 
achieve this level of accom-
plishment,” Sidney music 
teacher marjorie pipes said. 
“we are very proud of Victo-
ria for this high honor.”
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Fun Fact: Charlie Chaplin took 3rd place in a 
Charlie Chaplin lookalike contest.

MCKINLEY CONTINUED
ryan alsheimer, a pastor 

at anchor, a Sunday night 
church service at community 
gospel church of Oneonta, 
also counts edward’s baptism 
as a memory to be treasured. 
“i am happy to have shared in 
one of the pinnacle moments 
of his life,” said alsheimer. 
“We had several baptisms 
planned to take place…not 
including edward. after the 
baptisms were over, moved 
by the faith of those who had 
been baptized (including a few 
very close friends), and with 
the support of some friends, 
edward made a spontaneous 
decision to publicly declare 
his faith and love for Jesus by 
getting baptized. edward…
was baptized that night by our 
youth pastor, dennis kropp. 
it was a moment that strength-
ened his faith, drew him fur-
ther into a relationship with a 
loving god and inspired many 
of his friends.” Noting that 
a slogan at anchor is ‘Find 
hope, give hope,’ alsheimer 
added, “Edward McKinley, at 
just 15 years old, surely found 
hope and gave it.”

Like marr, alsheimer ref-
erenced eddie’s willingness 
to sacrifice himself for both 
his beliefs and for others. 
“edward’s character was evi-
dent even in the final moments 
of his life,” said alsheimer. 
“He heard the car approach-
ing behind him and [marr] 
while on a walk and decided 
to trade places with her…as 
an act of protection. i’ve heard 
that he often told close friends 
that he would die for them 
as an act of love if it came 
down to it. he lived up to his 
promise.” 

while recognizing ed-
ward’s death as “painful,” 
alsheimer went on to say, 
“his life is a reminder to me 

of how precious our time is 
here on earth, and how each 
moment should be used to tell 
people about the love of god, 
and perhaps, more important-
ly, to show them, even unto 
death. we don’t know when 
our final minutes will be, but 
we can control how we use 
them.”

dennis kropp, the afore-
mentioned youth pastor of 
community gospel, said he 
had the pleasure of getting 
to know eddie over the last 
year or so, though he noted 
that their bond outstripped 
the actual span of time spent 
acquainted. “it seems like 
forever,” said kropp. “he was 
with me every Friday during 
youth group…but as soon as i 
met him, he jumped in and he 
was just everywhere i was—
church, youth group, cam-
pouts, barbeques, birthday 
parties—, any chance he had 
he was with us.”

Speaking to eddie’s true 
spirit, kropp mused, “i would 
say that edward loved people 
more than life. it’s who he 
was.” kropp expanded, “it’s 
not always common for kids—
for people even—to love other 
people as he did. Our kids in 
church and youth group really 
loved edward and showed 
edward love. everyone had 
such a special bond with him. 
i think when you give so much 
love, you also receive love; it’s 
easy to love people [who] are 
loving you.”

Noting eddie’s faith, pas-
tor kropp added, “he was so 
confident in god’s love for 
him and Jesus’ love for him, 
that he just shared it with 
everyone.”

as a way to facilitate griev-
ing, ministers, teachers and 
administrators close to eddie 
made themselves available for 

support and worked to enable 
various tributes.

mike knowlton, a yFc 
youth minister, provided safe 
spaces for eddie’s fellows to 
mourn, remember and share 
during the week as well as 
immediately following the 
Saturday, dec. 10 services.

unatego students organized 
an effort for all staff and kids 
to wear green in honor of ed-
die and in recognition of trau-
matic brain injury awareness 
and have enshrined eddie’s 
locker with loving memen-
toes, pictures and cards.

and, despite their usual 
no-dyed-hair policy, chris 
cleveland, an administrator at 
Lca, announced permission 
for students to dye some or 
all of their hair blonde during 
school, just as eddie had worn 
his in recent months.

eddie’s peers at both 
schools and in the general 
community have discussed 
everything from bake sale 
fundraisers and memorial 
tree-planting ceremonies to 
establishing scholarships and 
soccer tournaments in his 
name as a way to mark his 
passing.

Similarly, a goFundme 
page was established by 
friends of eddie’s to assist 
with funeral expenses shortly 
after the news of his death 
spread. as of monday, memo-
rial contributions from over 
160 donors had poured in, the 
comments section a veritable 
who’s who of the unatego 
community and just another 
testament to eddie’s incred-
ible impact.

To donate, visit 
www.gofundme.com/
in-memory-of-eddie.

days to get everything strung 
up and in place, Van cott not-
ed, “we use a portable man 
lift to reach high places and 
[this year] we also got help 
from the Sidney Fire depart-
ment aerial truck; we use that 
to make sure all lights are 
working.” Van cott estimated 
that the highest of the lights 
reach heights of 85 to 90 feet.

Van cott, who keeps the 
festive display up from before 
Thanksgiving until after New 
year’s day, said this year he 
began working on it around 
halloween. “i was out there 
testing stuff and i had the 
lights on for five minutes and 
cars showed up,” chuckled 
Van cott.

with the advent of inflat-
able seasonal decorations, the 
number of characters popu-
lating the Van cott front yard 
has risen steadily. “we started 
adding the blow up features 
and every year we add some-
thing.” New in 2016, visitors 
should look out for a grow-
ing minion contingent, dory 
of Finding Dory, an illumi-
nated fire-breathing dragon, 
a dinosaur and a large lighted 
‘peace on earth’ banner.

Though Van cott counts 
the penguin balloon inflat-
able as his personal favorite, 
he said theDespicable Me-
inspired minions reign with 
kids. “Their favorites are the 
minions. Last year i heard the 

kids going crazy, so i started 
handing out candy canes,” 
noted Van cott. “They love 
the minions and Snoopy in 
the canoe. people think that’s 
a hoot.”

Van cott explained that 
one of the hardest parts of 
maintaining the display is 
ensuring that the inflatables 
stay upright. This means fre-
quently brushing snow off 
of the shapes by hand or, in 
some cases, anchoring the 
inflatables to the branches of 
trees overhead.

The mild weather of the 
2015 winter made for an es-
pecially banner turnout down 
Old Village Lane. “Last year 
Santa came to visit and he’s 
back this year,” said Van 
cott.  “The weather was so 
nice that i just couldn’t be-
lieve the traffic on our street. 
i was out there greeting peo-
ple nonstop for hours.”

and, while Van cott says 
he has regular visitors from 
as far away as massachusetts, 
it was a local young man that 
made 2015 a particularly 
memorable season for the 
Van cotts. “On christmas 
eve at nine o’clock…i look 
out the front door and there’s 
a woman sitting there. She 
asked me to come out and 
said her grandson was home 
on leave and [that] he’d just 
got engaged.” it turned out 
that, as a child, the young 

man had come each year 
from Sidney with his parents 
to see the lights and “couldn’t 
think of a better place to get 
engaged.” Van cott added, 
“Sue ran in and got a bottle 
of champagne and it was all 
really heartfelt.”

asked what pushes him 
to carry on the tradition year 
after year, Van cott recol-
lected the one time he felt 
any reticence about continu-
ing. “a few years back when 
the economy went sour and 
everybody was hurting so 
much, we debated whether or 
not to do it and i said, ‘we’ve 
got to do it no matter what.’ 
and after i put them up that 
year i had more people meet 
me on the street and thank 
me,” said Van cott. “people 
were in various states of 
hardship and it brightened 
up their holidays, so i took 
that as a vote of confidence to 
keep going.”

Now, Van cott said, “it’s 
turned into a lot of fun. we’ve 
never entered any contest or 
anything, we just do it be-
cause we like to.” Van cott, 
who has had to put in a sepa-
rate dedicated circuit just for 
the light display, said of the 
future, “what i’d love to do is 
light up the whole [100-acre] 
hillside.” For now, though, 
Van cott said, “it’s reward-
ing to see that we’re bringing 
happiness.”

HOME CONTINUED

TREE FARMS CONTINUED
ing for years and are never 
disappointed. Not only do 
they have a great selection, 
but their service is top-notch. 
From the moment you drive 
in, they are right there to help 
with everything. The staff is 
so friendly and helpful. we 
love that they are part of our 
christmas traditions.” echo-
ing that, Lundin himself stat-
ed, “what we try and do here 
is have a full service opera-
tion. people come in and se-
lect a tree and we’ll cut it and 
haul it out. we shake and we 
bale it and just try and make it 
a pleasurable experience.” 

Lundin, who runs the farm 
with the help of his wife, sons, 
daughters-in-law and several 
local hires during the busiest 
weeks, said despite opening 
the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing, he and his family begin 
prepping long before then. 
“There’s a lot of preparation 
throughout the year. we have 
to shear the trees so they have 
a good shape. That’s prob-
ably the most time consuming 
thing.” in addition to tending 
the trees, the Lundin fam-
ily also begins crafting live 
wreaths, garland and increas-
ingly popular kissing balls at 
the start of November. “That 
takes a lot of work,” noted 
Lundin. 

Though the Lundins en-
joy a relatively brief season, 
having closed just this past 
weekend, mr. Lundin esti-
mated that the family farm 
sells “right around 500 trees” 
annually. “we plant more ev-
ery year and we’ve expanded 
over the years,” said Lundin, 
who shared that in addition 
to those grown on-site at the 
farm, he also has develop-
ing trees on leased parcels of 
nearby property. 

For years, Lundin’s has 
been a member of the christ-
mas Tree Farmers asso-
ciation of Ny. Lundin es-

pecially recommended the 
association website, www.
christmastreesny.org, as it 
contains lots of tree-related 
info and tips and even a ‘find a 
tree’ feature, wherein visitors 
can enter their zip code an lo-
cate the nearest tree farm. 

high up on a blustery af-
ton hilltop, charlotte baxter, 
owner and operator of bax-
ter’s Tree Farm along with the 
griebel family, is continuing 
decades of tree-farming tra-
dition. “we bought the prop-
erty in 1969,” said baxter of 
her sprawling 85 acres. “we 
planted the first trees in 1976 
for the bicentennial and we 
planted Scotch pines to make 
a living snow fence because 
the wind would dump all the 
snowdrifts in the driveway.” 

Today, after selling their 
first tree in 1985, baxter said 
she and her family enjoy see-
ing third and fourth genera-
tion customers. “people came 
and then they brought their 
kids and their kids grew up 
coming here and now they’re 
bringing their kids. we have 
family reunions here.” and 
that tradition continues to 
blossom, as baxter added, 
“This year seems to be busier 
than normal; we’ve had a lot 
of new customers this year.”

Once on the farm, located 
at 221 Stilson rd., afton, 
customers have an estimated 
100,000 trees to choose from 
in several varieties, includ-
ing Fraser firs, concolor firs, 
balsam and some blue spruce. 
“we’ve got trees from all 
sizes,” noted baxter. “From 
seedlings to the way, way big 
ones.” 

baxter, who in addition 
to offering wholesale trees 
makes wholesale wreaths, 
said she begins crafting after 
the first three frosts of the sea-
son. “i need three frosts to set 
the needles and then we start,” 

explained baxter. The first or-
ders go out mid-November 
and just about everything is 
gone before Thanksgiving.” 

baxter’s officially opens for 
choose-and-cut on black Fri-
day and will remain open this 
year until the dec. 18. Though 
open daily, weekend hours are 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Like Lundin’s Tree Farm, 
baxter’s is a member of the 
christmas Tree Farmers as-
sociation of Ny, as well as 
Ny Forest Owners, and pride 
of Ny. baxter’s is also a certi-
fied tree farm. call 967-8516 
for more information. 

in bainbridge, owners of 
Sipples Tree Farm, barbara 
baker and sister ellen ander-
son, are carrying on a tradi-
tion of tree farming begun by 
their father in 1975. baker and 
anderson, nee Sipple, took 
over the 25-acre farm in 1993.

in terms of trees, Sipples 
offers a choice of Fraser fir, 
cannan fir or concolor and 
baker said that, to date, the 
2016 season has “been going 
good.” after picking out just 
the right tree, visitors to Sip-
ples are welcome to enjoy hot 
chocolate and spiced cider. 
Sipples also has tree stands 
available for purchase. 

in the adjoining Sipples 
gift shop, which baker said 
opened the first weekend in 
November, choices for home-
spun holiday décor abound. 
“we’ve got all kinds of stuff,” 
said baker.

The last day of tree sales 
for the season will be Sun-
day, dec. 18; the gift shop at 
Sipples will remain open until 
dec. 23. during the week Sip-
ples is open from noon to 4:30 
and weekends from 9 a.m. to 
4:30. To contact Sipples, call 
967-4235. also, visit Sipples 
Tree Farm on Facebook for a 
photographic smorgasbord of 
local families’ just-right trees. 

CHRISTMAS TREES & GIFT SHOP

SIPPLE’S FARM
You Cut or Precut Trees • Wreaths and Swags

Stand Straight Tree Stands - easiest way to put up a tree
Exit 8 Off I-88 • 1249 Cty. Rt. 39 toward Afton - Bainbridge, NY

967-7303 or 967-6262 • Find Us on Facebook

Open NOW
Mon.-Fri. 12 to 4:30
Sat. & Sun. 9 to 4:30

FREE Wrapping 
& Drilling

New Book Released by Guilford 
Historian Thomas A. Gray: Living Near 
the River

guiLFOrd - guilford 
town historian, Thomas 
gray’s new publication, Liv-
ing Near the River, takes read-
ers on a journey that begins 
when there was only a dark 
wilderness in the land west of 
the unadilla river. The his-
tory follows early settlements 
beginning in 1789, leading 
to the growth of businesses 
in the river hamlets. roads 
and transportation were im-
proved as the railroad arrived 
in 1870. included in this his-
tory are stories of spies, an 
undertaker, a strange castle, 
a horse cemetery, an under-
ground room and other inter-
esting and sometimes strange 

accounts of what it was like 
to live near the river. it is the 
story of those who chose to 
live and die by the river.

The book is rich in old pho-
tos and facts that add to the 
story of the history of the town 
of guilford. Limited copies of 
the book have recently been 
printed in soft cover with per-
fect binding. This next publi-
cation on living near the river 
includes 179 pages, complete 
with appendix, references and 
an index. The book makes a 
great christmas present and 
it will also help the guilford 
historical Society in their 
funding for the restoration of 
the guilford center presbyte-

rian church. To order a copy, 
please call the guilford his-
torical Society at 895 6532. 
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Now Open
347 MAIN ST., UNADILLA

607-434-6893 or

607-287-8501

Seasonal Hours:

Thurs.-Sat. 10am-5pm
Christmas Trees & Wreaths

Ornaments, Garlands & Swags
Unique Candle Holders, Soy Candles

Re-purposed Items, Homemade Snowmen, 
Soaps, Lotions & More

Call for reservations: 369-4178 • 188 Main Street, Unadilla
Rooms Available for Rent —Weekly or Monthly

Restaurant Open
Serving Lunch and Dinner

Wed. thru Sat. 11am to 8:30pm
Book your Private Party with us — 

any size up to 80
Birthday Celebrations, O�  ce Parties, Receptions, etc.

 Historic 1804

UNADILLA HOUSE 
RESTAURANT & INN

_ _

57 main st., sidney
(located at The Emerald City Salon)

607-563-1191
jewelry, small gifts, 

shabby chic furniture and decor
Open Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-1 • Sun. 1-4

• now open •

BowLing ScoreS

SIDNEY
East Main Lanes

City League
Standings:
universal Forest products 

73-39
ermetis 68-44
J&m Trophies 58-54
east main Lanes 54-58
Farm Family 49-63
The houndstooth 34-78
High Series:
chad c. 717-254-206-257
dave F. 698-238-259-201
bruce S. 636-194-234-208
barry m. 634-254-180-200
Larry S. 604-236-172-196
bob r. 600-206-226-168
200 Games:
Scott h. 220; brandon F. 217; 

kevin m. 216; mark m. 
214; Jamie c 212; earnie 
c. 209; Scott F. 204; mike 
c. 201. 

Monday Morning Coffee 
League

Standings:
Four on the Floor 65-31
yoyo’s 63-33
rosebuds 55-41
Foxes 48-48
Special Ladies 44-52
Silver belle’s 42-54
country girls 36-60
Lucky Sevens 31-65
150+:
r. mazzarella 158; r. Fisher 

236-176-226; S. beames 
160; e. powers 164; c. 
Jadwin 151; c. Leizear 
161; d. Fisher 157-157; p. 
Stilson 153; m. martinez 
172; a. Truman 175; c. 
Jackowski 151; S. Straka 
164; J. roof 152; g. Lin-
droth 164.

450+:
r. Fisher 638; S. Straka 
453.  

East Main Ladies
Standings:
in-Laws 50-30
all balls No glory 48-32
golden girls 40-40
The bowling bags 37-43
women who Score 35-45
The misfits 30-50
High Game:
b. wakeman 182.
High Series:
b. wakeman 502. 

Algonkin Motel Mixed 
Scratch

Team Standings:
buzzy’s bluestone 133.5-46.5
gilbert plumbing & heating 

111.5-68.5
Neighbors insurance 89-91
algonkin motel 85.5-94.5
east main Lanes 66-114
prinz excavating 54.5-125.5
High Games:
m. anderson 203, 269cg, 

242cg; a. wheeler 246, 
235cg; b. walker 203; r. 
Sassano 264, 212; J. pen-
dorf 218; p. umbra 221, 
235; r. Liberatore 216; T. 
boice 209; J. cole 204; b. 
Shelton 235, 211; c. Luca 
225, 211, 216; F. prinz 
235, 205; m. aylesworth 
202; d. Finch 255, 203; d. 
page 215cg; J. SLoan 258, 
253cg; m. Ferrara 222, 
224; k. Sowersby 203, 
202; k. macumber 241cg.

High Series:
m. anderson 714; J. Sloan 

689; a. wheeler 656; d. 
Finch 654; r. Sassano 

652; c. Luca 652; p. um-
bra 649; m. Ferrara 631; F. 
prinz 624; k. macumber 
622; b. Shelton 615.

 

BAINBRIDGE
Galaxy Bowl

Thursday Night Pitch 
League

Standings:
Sharon & amy 38 - 19
marty & mike 36 - 22
bob & pat 35 - 23
Lorraine & clyde 34 - 23
colleen & cindy 33 - 24 
Sam & Tom 31 - 26
craig & Jim 31 - 26 
dawn & roni 31 - 26
emily & Frieda 30 - 27
Sharon & rich 30 - 27
Lee & Jason 29 - 28
cindy & Jay 29 - 28
ron & mark 27 - 30
barbara & John 25 - 32
Susan & kathy 25 - 32
david & John 23 - 34
cindy & alice 23 - 34
christal & dawn 22 - 35
Linda & ernie 18 - 39
carolyn & Thorny 16 - 41 

Wednesday Nite Earlybirds
Standings:
1: Lottie’s angels
2: Trash mashers
3: J&m Trophies
4: bruning enterprises
180 Games: 
k. bruning - 182; b Lakin - 

191; L. mason - 189.
500 Series: 
b. Lakin - 517. 

Thursday Morning Winter 
League

Standings:

delayed action 76-28
ups & downs 67-37
up & coming 65-39
unknown 60-44
gutter dusters 60-44
dizzy dames 60-44
pin pals 44-60
The Newbee’s 42-46
Ladybugs 28-76
Friends 16-88
150+:
d. Fritzsch 157-160; d. 

Northrop 201-151; d. 
whaley 257-548-182; k. 
bruning 155-154; a. wil-
ber 151; V. Fagan 157; 
V. whaley 170-164; c. 
brundage 198-162-167; 
m. burlison 170-257-158; 
d. Larry 205-193-184; J. 
walley 151; S. harris 159; 
J. O’brien 157-211-202; 
b. butler 152; c. brown 
167-195.

450+:
d. Fritzsch 460; d. Northrop 

485; d. whaley 687; c. 
brundage 527; m. bur-
lison 585; d. Larry 582; 
J. O’brien 570; c. brown 
494.  

Sunday Nite All Stars
Standings:
bruning + bruning 69-43
wicks + wicks 63-49
mott + mott 59-53
glover + glover 59-53
Tallmadge + Tallmadge 58-54
meres + meres 56-56
gransbury + gransbury 55-57
haynes + haynes 52-60
Split N giggles 50-62
blind 39-73
High Individual Single:
bill Tallmadge 244; Sherry 

meres 204.
High Individual Triple:

bill Tallmadge 568; Sherry 
meres 596. 

Thursday Night Men’s 
Hdcp

Standings:
galaxy bowl 232.5
ball busters 217
Southtown dairy 201.5
bainbridge memorials 196.5
New concept machining 182
244 racing 180.5
whales coins + more 168
Lil dave’s excavating 151
Jim’s auto repair 150.5
No Names 120.5
High Single:
g. monroe 278.
High Series:
g. monroe 771. 

E.O.W.S.
Standings:
gut’er 18-6
No Nothing 18-6
hit & miss 14-10
under pressure 12-12
The rookies 9 1/2-14 1/2
Lickity Splits 9-15
gutter dusters 8-16
pin busters 7 1/2-16 1/2
Men’s High Game:
dave F. 243.
Men’s High Series:
dave F. 603.
Women’s High Game:
Lisa J. 214.
Women’s High Series
Lisa J 593.
180-200 Games:
rick h. 224; Lisa J. 214-207; 

Zach r. 212-203; meta r. 
199-191; Sam 210; Valar-
ies 212-188.

600 Series:
david Finch 193-167-243-

603; cody conway 
213-202-192-607.

 
Independent Bowling 

League
Standings:
Lisa & bobby 79-47
whales & the grump 76 1/2-

49 1/2
Steve & kelley 76 1/2-49 1/2
alan & clyde 74 1/2-51 1/2
margie & Tim 72 1/2-53 1/2
barb & kim 64-62
“moJo” 64-62
Sidney Typo 58-68
date Nite 42-84
Scratch Game Women:
anne mott 210.
Scratch Game Men:
rich Johnson 246.
Scratch Series Women:
Lisa page 557.
Scratch Series Men: 
rich Johnson 669.
Handicap Game Women:
barb Larose 264.
Handicap Game Men:
Steve Survilla 270.
Handicap Series Women:
Lisa page 734.
Handicap Series Men: 
rich Johnson 735.
Honor Scores:
richard Johnson 246, 222, 

201; alan Locke 243, 
204; Steve Survilla 234; 
bill Tallmadge 232; alan 
rowe 216, 202; dylan 
whaley 215; Tim harmon 
213, 205; anne mott 210; 
clyde utter 200; Lisa page 
192, 187, 178; kim Shap-
ley 192; michelle rowe 
189, 181; margie mott 183, 
182; barb Larose 180.

Honor Series:
richard Johnson 669; alan 

Locke 639; alan rowe 
613; Lisa page 557.

SIDNEY BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL played Morris 
at home. Sidney steadily pulled ahead and won 55-41. 
Pictured here, you can see that a hand in the face 
doesn’t stop Sidney’s Nathan Vibbard from shoot-
ing a basket for Sidney.
(Photo credit: Jacqui Green).

Ed Fuller Bowls 700s
baiNbridge - On Nov. 27 and dec. 4, ed Fuller bowled 

700s at galaxy bowl in bainbridge; he was bowling in the Ju-
nior bowling League.

On Nov. 27, Fuller bowled 193-253-258=704, and on dec. 4, 
he bowled 238-255-244=737. congratulations!

Christmas Classic The 
Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever Returns to Afton 
Dec. 16, 17 & 18

aFTON - The afton com-
munity Theater will perform 
the stage version of the bar-
bara robinson’s children’s 
classic The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever this weekend, 
dec. 16, 17 and 18 in afton 
central School’s auditorium. 
Show times are 7 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday, with a 2 
p.m. matinee on Sunday.

The Best Christmas Pag-
eant Ever was written by bar-
bara robinson and quickly 
became a children’s christ-
mas classic. it tells the story 
of what happens when the 
herdmans, a group of rowdy, 

bullying and disheveled kids, 
take over the local church’s 
annual christmas pageant 
and the reluctant director’s 
attempt to control the chaos. 
The large cast features many 
local students from afton, 
bainbridge and Sidney and 
highlights the talents of many 
young aspiring thespians.

Join the fun and chaos this 
weekend at the afton central 
School auditorium. Tickets 
will be available at the door 
for all performances.

PHELPS HOSE CO. of the Sidney Fire Department would like 
to give thanks to everyone who donated to their food drive 
held Saturday, Dec. 3. Pictured here is their new stupen res-
cue pumper “Engine 13” that was delivered Nov. 15 along with 
Spencer Peck, Kevin Maddalone, Al Gregory, Greggy Peck 
and Greg Peck, Sr.
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Letters to the Editor are 
appreciated. However, 
because of space and 
subject considerations 
we are limited in the 
number of letters we 
can publish. Our long 
standing policy is that 

we do not publish letters 
that are printed free of 
charge on the editorial 

page supporting or 
in opposition to any 

candidate seeking public 
office or any item up for 

public vote in the last 
issue before the vote; 
only paid ads can be 
accepted. All letters 
must be signed and 

represent the opinion of 
the letter writer and not 
necessarily that of the 

newspaper. The deadline 
for submitting a Letter to 
the Editor is Monday at 4 
p.m. of the current week.

“In Memoriam” ads may be placed by calling 
607-561-3526 or e-mailing advertising@

tritownnews.com

Edward A. McKinley III
uNadiLLa - edward a. 

mckinley iii, 15, of unadilla, 
passed away unexpectedly on 
Tuesday, dec. 6, 2016.  he 
was born on June 14, 2001 in 
cooperstown and was the be-
loved son of pamela d. (Vro-
man) mckinley and edward 
a. mckinley, ii. 

he was a tenth grade student 
at unatego central School, 
where he played soccer, bas-
ketball and ran track.  he also 
played soccer at Lighthouse 
christian academy (Lca).  
he was a member of the unat-
ego Student council, unadilla 
Teen center and anchor pro-
gram and was a recipient of 
the 2016 Scientist of the year 
award.  he was a member of 
boy Scout Troop 1.  

he is survived by his moth-
er, pamela d. mckinley and 
christopher dunn, unadilla; 
father, edward a. mckinley, 
ii, unadilla; sister, payton 
mckinley, unadilla; half-sis-
ter, Teagan dunn, unadilla; 
also, heath, austin, mason 
and claire dunn; grandpar-
ents, patricia and edward a. 
mckinley, Otego, and also 
several aunts, uncles, cousins 
and second cousins of both the 
mckinley and Vroman fami-
lies.  he was predeceased by 
his grandparents, ellen Vro-
man and harold Vroman, Jr. 

edward was a kind and 
generous soul, loved by many, 
and will be missed by his girl-
friend, many friends, team-
mates, church families, class-
mates and the staff at unatego 
central Schools.

Funeral services were 
held at the First presbyterian 
church, 156 main St., un-
adilla on Saturday, dec. 10. 
The rev. paul hamilton offici-
ated.  private burial followed 
in Fairview cemetery, New 
berlin.  The family received 
friends at First presbyterian 
church on Friday. memorial 
contributions may be made 
to the yFc Teen center, pOb 
362 Oneonta, N.y., 13820.  
Online condolences may be 
made at: www.wmaddenfh.
com. arrrangements by the 
westcott-madden Funeral 
home, 123 main St., unadilla. 

Edward E. Thomas
depOSiT - edward e. 

Thomas, age 83, of rt. 13, 
cortland, passed away Sun-
day, dec. 4, 2016 at the cort-
land regional medical center 
after a brief illness. “ed” was 
born June 10, 1933 in deposit, 
a son of the late arthur and 
phoebe Lewis Thomas. 

he was graduated from de-
posit high School and from 
broome community college. 
ed served from 1952 to 1956 
in the uS air Force and was 
employed as a quality engi-
neer at Smith corona. he was 
predeceased by his spouses, 
elizabeth havens Thomas and 
marlene maricle Thomas. he 
enjoyed hunting and looked 
forward to annual trips in the 
adirondacks and catskills as 
well as in local areas. ed also 
enjoyed golfing, bowling and 
fishing.

Survivors include his son, 
Jeffrey Thomas of Lancaster, 
S.c.; grandchildren, alanna 
hemenway of marathon, dan-

ielle and kelsey macNaugh-
ton, Justin Jenkins, aarika 
aquirre and isaiah and Jas-
mine phillips; step-daughters, 
Tanya (mark) macNaughton 
of Farmington and Julie phil-
lips of Virginia beach, Va.; a 
niece, ellen (Thomas) Law-
rence of md., as well as many 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends, including rick 
(caroline) mcmullin. ed is 
also survived by his canine 
companion, Lucy. in addition 
to his spouses, he was prede-
ceased by his daughter, dawn 
hemenway.

Funeral services were held 
on monday, dec. 12 at the 
perkins Funeral home. burial 
followed in willow glen cem-
etery, dryden. Friends were 
invited to call Sunday, dec. 
11 at the funeral home. mem-
bers of the dryden Veterans 
memorial home ritual Team 
will provide military honors 
at the cemetery. memorials 
are directed to the Spca of 
cortland, 859 mcLean rd., 
cortland, N.y., 13045. 

Christopher Joseph Tu 
Knapp

wiLTON maNOrS, 
FLa. - christopher Joseph Tu 
knapp passed away on Nov. 
26, 2016 in his home in wil-
ton manors, Fla. after a val-
iant fifteen-month battle with 
cancer.  

chris was born Tu Ngoc 
Trinh in Saigon, Viet Nam on 
Oct. 22, 1967 and joined the 
knapp family as the second of 
six children of dan and con-
nie in Sidney on July 28, 1974.  
chris displayed his enthusi-
asm for life, as well as his te-
nacity and endurance, as soon 
as he arrived. he began first 
grade in Sidney elementary 
School a little over a month 
after arriving in the united 
States and knowing very little 
of the english language.  he 
overcame this challenge, as 
he would others in his life, 
with an infectious smile and 
a strong sense of self.  within 
three years of arriving in the 
united States, he was sworn 
in as a citizen, further dem-
onstrating his strength and 
resolve.

chris graduated from Sid-
ney high School and spent 
most of his adult life in and 
around Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
working in the hospitality in-
dustry.  No matter where chris 
was working, he was regarded 
as a true professional who 
cared about his colleagues 
and was always willing to help 
– whether that meant work-
ing an extra shift, lending 
his car, or opening his home.  
chris was the organizer of lo-
cal fundraising efforts for the 
community and colleagues 
needing assistance, as well as 
making sure everyone had fun 
by organizing and managing 
the bowling and dart leagues. 

in September 2015 chris 
was diagnosed with cancer 
and his friends and family 
returned his generosity and 
immediately came to his aid, 
providing resources and sup-
port in his fight against the 
disease.   even as his disease 
progressed, chris took time to 
think of others and even man-
aged to plan and host the 80th 
birthday celebration for his 

dear friend, kenny white.
chris is survived by his 

family who will miss him 
dearly, his mother, connie 
knapp; his father and his 
wife, dan and patty knapp; 
sisters, michelle (Fred) Tirado 
and amie (bobb) Seitz; and 
brothers, mike (cassie), Tim 
(pixie) and dan (beth) knapp.  
he will also be missed by his 
nieces and nephews, mer-
cedes Tirado, caleb knapp, 
adelynn and michael Seitz, 
Lindsay and Sydney knapp, 
carter knapp and eamonn 
and emmet knapp.

during chris’s too-short 
life, he witnessed some of the 
best and worst of humanity 
and always had a unique te-
nacity and inner strength that 
he shared with others.  

There will be a celebration 
of chris’s life in wilton man-
ors, Fla. on Saturday, dec. 17. 

Staci L. Daniels
biNghamTON - Staci L. 

daniels, 51, of binghamton, 
passed away unexpectedly on 
Thursday, dec. 1, 2016.  She 
was predeceased by her moth-
er, gwendolyn N. daniels.  
She is survived by her two 
sisters and brother-in-law, de-
siree al-Saedy, harpursville; 
andrea and marty brennan, 
Nineveh; and also several oth-
er family members who will 
miss her dearly.

graveside services were 
held at the perch pond cem-
etery on Friday, dec. 9. Online 
condolences may be made at: 
www.omaddenfh.com. ar-
rangements are by the Oster-
houdt-madden Funeral home, 
69-71 maple St. harpursville. 

Martin N. Smith
dONegaL, pa. - martin 

N. Smith, 91, of donegal, pa. 
died Tuesday, dec. 6, 2016 at 
his residence. he was born 
march 14, 1925 in colesville, 
N.y., a son of the late Theo-
dore and clarissa Smith. 

mr. Smith was a veteran of 
the u.S. army, serving dur-
ing w.w. ii. early in his life 
he built silos for the globe 
Silo co. and later worked 
for the township of Sidney. 
he was also a self-employed 
carpenter. 

he is survived by two sons, 
donald Smith of Sidney, and 
Jerry Smith and his wife mar-
cia of mcmurray, pa.; four 
grandchildren; Scott Smith 
and his wife kimberly; eric 
Smith and his wife beckie, 
matthew Smith and his wife, 
amy; Troy Smith and his wife 
becky, and seven great grand-
children. he was the last sur-
viving member of his immedi-
ate family. in addition to his 
parents, he was predeceased 
by his wife, ellenore imogene 
Simpson Smith; a daughter, 
Sandra Smith; two brothers, 
Frank and george Smith and 
a sister, rose castle. 

Friends were received in 
the clyde brooks Funeral 
home, inc. of melcroft, pa. 
on Saturday, dec. To offer a 
condolence or remembrance, 
please visit www.brooksfu-
neralhomes.com. 

Muriel Mary (Wilson) 
Holstead Dix

SidNey - muriel mary 
(wilson) holstead dix, 96, 
a proud Long island woman 
who lived for 54 years in 
greater Oneonta, residing for 

the last 21 years in Sidney, 
entered life eternal on dec. 8, 
2016 from her dear own home. 

born in 1920 in the bronx 
and raised in Valley Stream, 
N.y., muriel was an active 
church woman at holy Trin-
ity, Valley Stream; St. James, 
Oneonta; and St. matthews, 
unadilla. She loved the epis-
copal church and over the 
years muriel taught Sunday 
school, served on the altar 
guild, was president of the 
episcopal church women, 
chaired the united thank offer-
ing, and was an active member 
of the daughters of the king. 
a “cradle” episcopalian, she 
remained loyal and devout 
with a passion for bible study 
and reading the psalms, her 
favorite being psalm 139. 

muriel’s professional life 
started as a clerk at the met-
ropolitan Life insurance com-
pany in Nyc and ended as the 
office manager and bookkeep-
er at bresee’s Oneonta de-
partment Store. She loved to 
work both inside and outside 
the home. 

muriel loved travel and 
meeting new people, social-
izing with friends and fam-
ily and had a wonderful smile 
that could light up a room. 
having a great sense of hu-
mor and engaging personality, 
muriel leaves many friends, 
especially betsy and richard, 
and now joins others who have 
gone before her who now rest 
in the sleep of peace. 

muriel was predeceased by 
her loving husband of 42 years, 
roland h. holstead, who was 
a native Oneontan, and by her 
second husband of 27 years, 
peter dix, a childhood friend 
who   became a second love; 
two of her beloved sons, dale 
brent holstead and christo-
pher Stephen holstead, and an 
adored daughter, muriel ann 
holstead-moore.  muriel is 
survived by her son, roland e. 
holstead (Sharyn) of Spring-
field, mass., her daughter, deb-
orah holstead Sager (ronald) 
of Sidney; her daughter-in-law 
Lorraine (Ziegler) holstead 
and son-in-law, roger moore; 
eight cherished grandchildren 
and fourteen treasured great 
grandchildren, all of whom 
brought great joy to her.

The funeral liturgy will be 
celebrated at St. matthew’s 
church, unadilla at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, dec. 17. The rev. 
Scott garno will officiate. 
memorial gifts may be made 
to St. matthew’s church, pOb 
537, unadilla, N.y., 13849.  
Online condolences may be 
made at:  www.wmaddenfh.
com. westcott-madden Fu-
neral home, 123 main St. un-
adilla, has been entrusted with 
arrangements. 

Ronald Lee Lewis
VeSTaL - ronald Lee 

Lewis, 76, of Vestal, was 
called home by his lord and 
savior on Saturday, dec. 3, 
2016, while a patient at bing-
hamton general hospital. 
“ronnie” was born in walton 
on Nov. 27, 1940, the son of 
earl Leroy Lewis and Fanny 
beismer gransbury.

Throughout his life, ron-
nie was a jack of all trades, 
holding several jobs including 
farming and employment with 
crowley’s corporation, en-
dicott Johnson Shoes, cornell 
university, chester cable co, 
and the u.S. army. while in 
the army, ronnie served in it-
aly and Vietnam. he also took 
classes at cornell university 
for two years.

ronnie enjoyed traveling 
to several animal safaris and 
concerts (especially gospel). 
Over the past several years, 
he traveled to many fun lo-

cations, including Nashville, 
myrtle beach, Nascar race 
sites, whale watching and 
baseball games. he loved at-
tending family reunions and 
spending time with family and 
friends.

in November, ronnie was 
proud to participate in a spe-
cial trip for veterans spon-
sored by the Twin Tiers honor 
Flight organization. This final 
trip was a “dream come true” 
for ronnie, as he was able to 
go to washington, dc and see 
not only the Vietnam Veterans 
memorial wall, but also all of 
the memorials for veterans of 
each war represented. 

ronnie is survived by his 
loving life companion, ruth 
Tillapaugh, and their two 
kitties, miss kitty and Jas-
mine. he is also survived by 
his daughter, bridget (James) 
Farmer; son, carl Lewis; 
brothers, edward (Viola) 
Lewis, wayne (Sally) Lewis, 
douglas gransbury and keith 
(carol) gransbury and sis-
ters, Linda decker and carol 
(david) Jackson. he is also 
survived by numerous grand-
children, great grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles 
and cousins.

he was predeceased by his 
parents and brothers, bernie 
Lewis, Jimmy Lewis, walt 
Lewis and Nelson Lewis. he 
was also predeceased by a sis-
ter, barbara Lewis degroat.

in lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily would appreciate dona-
tions to the Twin Tiers honor 
Flight, in order to allow other 
local veterans the opportu-
nity to travel to washington, 
like ronnie. donations can be 
mailed to: Twin Tiers honor 
Flight, 2735 Slaterville rd., 
brooktondale, N.y., 14817. 
Online donations can also be 
made through their website: 
www.twintiershonorflight.org. 

Calvin W. Camp
mT. upTON - calvin w. 

camp, 49, of mt. upton passed 
away on Thursday, dec. 8, 
2016 at his home.

calvin was born the son of 
carl and Lydia (king) camp 
in Sidney. calvin married his 
wife Stacey on may 5, 1990 
in the methodist church in 
emmons. he lived in his fam-
ily home in mount upton for 
eight years after moving from 
New berlin. 

calvin enjoyed reading sci-
fi, being outdoors and watch-
ing movies with his family.   
he was an artist and was in 
the process of writing an ur-
ban fantasy short story series. 

calvin was predeceased by 
his parents, grandfather-in-
law, Fred a. catella, mother-
in-law, Linda meehan-catella 
and his fur baby, Saranac. 
calvin is survived by his wife, 
Stacey; cousin, bill bartle; 
grandmother-in-law, edith 
catella; sister-in-law, erin 
meehan; uncle and aunt-in-
law, Fred (Judy) catella; fam-
ily friends, damon matteson 
karen and Lynne Lindsay, 
and his dog, rocky and cat, 
celeste. calling hours were 
on Tuesday, dec. 13 at the 
Johnston Funeral home, mor-
ris.  Online condolences may 
be made to the family at www.
johnstonfh.com. arrange-
ments are by the Johnston Fu-
neral home of morris. 

Peter L. Drotar
OXFOrd - peter L. drotar, 

69, of Oxford, and formerly of 
Sidney, passed away peace-
fully, Saturday, dec. 10, 2016 
at wilson hospital in Johnson 
city.

he was born Jan. 29, 1947, 
the son of peter and dorothy 
(kozlowski) drotar in John-
son city.

pete worked as a delivery 
driver in the area for many 
years as well a retail display 
manager. he was also the 
greatest Ny yankee fan ever. 

peter is survived by his 
mother, dorothy drotar; son, 
brian; two grandsons; four 
siblings, and many nieces and 
nephews.

he was predeceased by his 
father, peter; brother, richard 
and brother-in-law, Larry St. 
John.

as per his wishes, peter’s 
family donated his body to 
the SuNy upstate medical 
university anatomical gift 
program.

memorial services will be 
held at a later date.

condolences and memories 
may be shared online at www.
landersfh.com.

arrangements are under the 
direction of c.h. Landers Fu-
neral chapel, Sidney. 
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BATTERIES NEW & USED

1364 St. Hwy. 7, Afton
Mon.-Fri. 8-4

607-639-1833
1-800-

CRANKIT

The Largest Selection of Batteries in the Area
  FOREIGN & DOMESTIC   Used Batteries starting at $30.00

            Special Orders upon Request

LEAD BATTERY
REDEMPTION 

CENTER

 FLORIST

 Full Service Florist
 Serving all the 
 Tri-Town Area 

 & Funeral Homes
 967-7111

 The Village Florist
 5 East Main St., Bainbridge

 Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-1

HOME & KITCHENS

Rte. 12 S. & Warn Pond Rd., Oxford
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Thurs. 10-8; Sat. 10-3

607-843-9834

Also See Us For: 
Flooring, Replacement 
Windows, Fencing, 
Dog Kennels, Boat 
Docks, Decking

OMEGA 
CABINETRY

AC & APPLIANCES

Residential & Commercial • Sales & Service

89 MAIN ST., SIDNEY
607-563-1434

VEPVEP
• Video Entertainment Plus 

•  VEP Appliance & Air 
Conditioning 

• VEP Electric & Plumbing 
• VEP Kitchen & Bath

COUNSELING

Joelle Greene, LCSW
Ken Greene, LCSWR

Individual, 
Marital and 

Family Therapy
2567 St. Hwy. 7

Bainbridge, NY 13733
greenetherapy@frontier.com

607-244-4668

BAtterIeS

hoMe & KItChenS

FlorISt

BAtterIeS CoUnSelIng

generAl CleAnIng

plUMBIng

AC & ApplIAnCeS

PAINTING PAINTING

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Decks Pressure Washed 

and Sealed   • Etc...
• Insured
• Free Estimates

CALL LEE YAGER AT
607-656-7195

CELL: 607-222-8369

pAIntIng pAIntIng

ATTORNEYS ATTORNEYS

“Building Relationships On Results”

BAINBRIDGE OFFICE • (607) 967-2221
29 No. Main Street, Bainbridge, NY • www.CGLawOffices.com

Toll Free: 1-877-Coughlin
Main Office In: Binghamton   Branch Offices In: Hancock • Ithaca • Owego • Montrose • Endicott

AttorneYS AttorneYS

PLUMBING/SEWER

 • Video Drain Inspection • Frozen Pipes Thawed 
• Hydrojetting • Drain & Septic Tank Locating

• Local • Reasonable • Reliable • Insured

607-563-6300
1-866-3-PLUMBING

Drainservicepros.com

 • Plumbing & Drain 
Cleaning

Custom Stationery by Linda
Your vision made possible

Country Computers & Publishing
 Custom Designed Invitations for all
 occasions and much more.

 1004 State Hwy 7, Suite C
 Unadilla, New York  13849 607.369.2614

ccandp.net
ccandp@frontiernet.net

Clean and Cut Lawn Services
A� ordable
Lawn Care

Free Estimates

(607) 437-3697
First mow is 50% off

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RENT-A-JON

PORTABLE
TOILETS

Short Term • Long Term
• Special Events •

BUTTS CONCRETE
Masonville, NY 13804

607-265-3394

rent-A-Jon SEWING MACHINES

If we canʼt fix it, throw it away

Sewing 
Machines
Eureka 
Vacuum
Cleaners

SeWIng MAChIneS

Enroll in a gluten-free culinary class or schedule a
complimentary consultation. It’s all happening at the

Country Kitchen Center in Guilford, NY
“where you can learn to love your gluten-free life.”

More details at www.countrykitchenchaos.com, 
Facebook/Country Kitchen Center, CALL/TEXT 646-670-7699

Are You
Gluten-Free?

“The choice of quality”

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ADS AND 
ARTICLES IS

4 PM ON MONDAY

Commercial Of� ce & 
General Residential 

Cleaning
Insured & Bonded

“For the very best in 
personal service”

Diane M. Curtin
607-639-1515

11-3(1m)

YO GA &
WELLNESS

www.blackhorseyogastudio.com

SUZETTE  HAYES
E-RYT  600,  YA,  KYTA,  KAS,  LVCY

Like  us  on

The  only  Kripalu  Affiliated  Studio

  in  New  York  State,  

one  of  only  15  in  the  World.

  Professional  Level  600  Hour  

Kripalu  Certified  Yoga  Teacher.

“Find  More  Joy  Because  You  Matter”

suzette.hayes@yahoo.com  •  607-895-6321

Located  in  Guilford,  NY

Seniors, Enjoy Christmas Dinner 
Around Delaware County on Dec. 16

Jericho Garden Club Calendars On 
Sale Now...Don’t Wait!

baiNbridge – before 
you know it, 2017 will be here 
and you will need an updated 
calendar for your desk, wall or 
refrigerator. 

Just for you, the Jericho 
garden club of bainbridge 
has calendars on sale for a 

small donation. The beautiful 
photos displayed on the calen-
dar are from local photogra-
pher rick bunting. 

There is a short supply of 
these, so please contact cindy 
Salak at 967-4748 or June 
white at 967-8657 to place 

an order today. proceeds from 
the calendar sale go towards 
beautifi cation projects in 
bainbridge. 

Thank you for your contin-
ued support and have a happy 
New year!

SidNey - delaware Op-
portunities is scheduling a 
christmas dinner to be served 
at all delaware county senior 
dining centers on Friday, dec. 
16, beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
(except for delhi at 11:45). 

The walton dining center 
will be joined by ms. bolton’s 
elementary school select cho-
rus providing entertainment 
at 11 a.m. prior to the dinner. 

reservations for the meal, 
which will feature ham, apple 
pie and trimmings, are ap-
preciated the day before. For 
margaretville, call (845) 586-
4767; delhi, 746-2250; grand 
gorge, 588-6166; hancock, 
637-2219; Sidney, 563-2212 
and walton, 865-6739.

The Senior dining pro-
gram is operated by dela-
ware Opportunities under 

contract with the delaware 
county Offi ce for the aging. 
The program is funded by the 
NyS department of health 
and Offi ce for the aging, with 
federal, state, county fund-
ing, and through confi dential 
donations. anyone age 60 or 
above is an eligible program 
participant. 

Explore Family History with the Ancestry-Genealogy Group at SMPL Dec. 27
SidNey – Join the an-

cestry-genealogy group as 
they meet up at the Sidney 
memorial public Library on 

Tuesday, dec. 27 from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. to learn about and 
explore family history using 
the library’s ancestry soft-

ware program. participants 
can build a family tree and 
learn about genetic dNa ge-
nealogy. This is a beginner’s 

group and attendees should 
bring a laptop or wi-fi  com-
patible device to partake in 
this fun and interesting group. 

There is no rsvp required, just 
head to 8 river St. on dec. 27, 
or call the library at 563-1200 
for more info. 
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If you have old photos you would like to 

see in the Tri-Town News, please bring 

them by our office in Sidney, mail them 

to PO Box 208, Sidney, NY 13838 with 

a self-addressed envelope or e-mail 

scanned copies (300 dpi) to us at 

ttnews@tritownnews.com. 

The cOuNTry mOTeL 
- rt. 7, Sidney, offers clean 
and comfortable extended stay 
rooms at reasonable rates. all 
rooms have microwaves and 
refrigerators. Sorry no pets. 
call 563-1035. 10-15tfc

 

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT • SELL IT • FIND IT
CLASSIFIEDS

For rent

WAnteD to BUY

hurLburT cOiN aNd 
paper - buying old u.S. 
gold, silver and copper coins, 
paper currency. also buying 
antique fishing lures, gold and 
silver pocket watches. cash 
offers. appraisals. ken - 607-
235-2818. 12-4wtfc

 

help WAnteD
Franklin head Start bus 

driver
cdL b with p and S en-

dorsements license preferred, 
but will train suitable candi-
date; 19a certification a plus. 
Safe driving record with no 
moving violations within 
the past 18 months. must be 
at least 21 years of age. To 
transport children to and from 
head Start center. approxi-
mately 30 hours per week. 
Salary range $11.35 - $13.54 
per hour. applications accept-
ed until the position is filled 
at delaware Opportunities 
inc., 35430 State highway 10, 
hamden, Ny 13782. eOe

9-29(TF)b 

legAl

legAl
LegaL NOTice The ro-

mano hills, LLc filed articles 
of Organization under section 
203 of the Limited Liability 
company Law in New york on 
august 18, 2016. The LLc’s 
office is in Sidney, Ny. The 
Secretary of State has been 
named as agent for service of 
process against the LLc and 
shall mail such process to: 13 
pearl St w, Sidney, Ny, 13838. 
The name and street address 
in this state of registered agent 
upon whom and at which pro-
cess against the limited liabil-
ity company may be served is: 
Vincent hills, 13 pearl St. w., 
Sidney Ny, 13838. The LLc 
is formed to carry on music 
entertainment in the State of 
New york

12-15(6w)b 

TwO heaLThy maL-
TeSe FOr SaLe aT The 
raTe OF $500 each. iF 
iNTereSTed emaiL me 
ON ambrosewilliamsesq@
gmail.com.

12-15(5w)p
 

legAl

legAl

legAl

adams caTV, inc., has 
filed a Franchise renewal for 
the Town of afton with the 
New york State public Ser-
vice commission, albany 
New york. interested parties 
may review the application file 
in the Town of afton’s clerk’s 
office during normal business 
hours.

individuals wishing to file 
comments regarding the ap-
plication may do so with the 
New york State public Ser-
vice commission, at Three 
empire State plaza, albany 
New york 12223. copies of 
comments should be sent to 
the (municipality) and adams 
caTV, inc., attention wendy 
hartman, 19 North main 
Street, carbondale pa 18407

12-15(2w)b 

legAl

4-h camp empLOy-
meNT appLicaTiONS 

aVaiLabLe
applications for employ-

ment at 4-h camp Shankitunk 
are now available from, 4-h 
camp Shankitunk, c/o cor-
nell cooperative extension of 
delaware county, 34570 State 
highway 10, Ste 2, hamden, 
Ny 13782 or phone (607) 
865-6531.

The camp season is for six 
(6) weeks in 2017.  Staff train-
ing begins monday, June 26 
and the season ends Friday, 
august 4.

many positions are avail-
able.  They include: male and 
female counselors 17 years old 
and older; also kitchen staff, 
nurses, waterfront staff and 
other management positions 
may be available.

most positions require that 
the employee live at camp 
from Sunday through Friday 
each week.  room and board 
is provided.  

an equal opportunity 
employer.

12-15(2w)b 

help WAnteD

“In Memoriam” ads 
may be placed by 
calling 607-561-

3526 or e-mailing 
advertising@

tritownnews.com

The 2015-2016 Financial 
audit report of the Sidney me-
morial public Library and irS 
Form 990 (return of Organi-
zation exempt from income 
Tax) are available for taxpayer 
inspection at the Sidney me-
morial public Library.

monday through Thursday 
9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
12-15(1w)p 

pLeaSe Take NOTice, 
that at a regular meeting of 
the Town board of the Town 
of unadilla, in the county 
of Otsego, New york, held 
at the unadilla Town hall in 
said Town on November 10, 
2016, two resolutions autho-
rizing expenditures from the 
equipment reserve fund were 
approved, subject to a permis-
sive referendum.  an abstract 
of the resolutions follows:

1. a resolution was adopted 
awarding the purchase of a 
Freightliner 10-wheel plow 
truck from mohawk Valley 
Freightliner in the amount 
of $111,123.73 and authoriz-
ing that expenditure from the 
equipment reserve fund. The 
resolution was adopted by a 
vote of 4 to 1 and is subject to 
a permissive referendum.

2. a resolution was adopt-
ed awarding the purchase of 
a truck plow and body from 
henderson in the amount of 
$89,880 and authorizing that 
expenditure from the equip-
ment reserve fund.  The reso-
lution was adopted by a vote 
of 4 to 1 and is subject to a 
permissive referendum.

This notice is a correction 
of a previous notice published 
in the Tri-Town News on No-
vember 25, 2016.

dated:  december 8, 2016
Terry L. yoder, Town clerk
Town of unadilla
12-15(1w)b 

please take notice that the 
board of Fire commission-
ers of the afton Fire district 
will hold an organizational 
meeting followed by a regular 
meeting on January 12th, 2017 
beginning at 7:00 pm in the 
meeting room of the fire sta-
tion at 15 Spring St. in afton. 

meetings of the afton Fire 
district commissioners are 
open to the public.

by order of the board of 
Fire commissioners of the 
afton Fire district.

peter c. Vail, Secretary
afton Fire district
afton, New york 13730
12-22(2w)b 

NOTice OF SpeciaL 
meeTiNg

NOTice iS hereby 
giVeN that a Special meet-
ing of the Sidney Town board 
has been scheduled for Thurs-
day, december 22, 2016, at 
6:00 pm, in The civic center, 
21 Liberty Street, Sidney, New 
york to review and award bids 
for municipal insurance for 
2017.

dated: december 12, 2016
Lisa a. French, clerk/

collector
12-15(1w)b 

Tri-Town Regional Hospital CEO 
Leaving for Capital Region

SidNey/deLhi - dr. 
carlton rule has informed 
hospital leadership, staff 
and the boards of trustees of 
his decision to step down as 
ceO of O’connor hospital in 
delhi and Tri-Town regional 
hospital (Trh) in Sidney ef-
fective march 1, 2017, to pur-
sue a professional opportunity 
in the capital region. rule, 
who has served the past two 
years as ceO of O’connor 
and Trh, both part of bas-
sett healthcare Network, has 
accepted the position of vice 
president and executive direc-
tor of ellis medical group in 
Schenectady.

bassett healthcare Net-
work president and ceO 
Vance m. brown, md, said, 
“we thank dr. rule for his 
years of service to patients 

and the network and wish him 
well in his new position at el-
lis. Over the next few months, 
network executive leaders 
will work with the hospitals’ 
boards of trustees to develop a 
succession plan for the leader-
ship of O’connor and Trh.”

rule, who has been a fam-
ily medicine physician for 
23 years, joined bassett in 
2011 and assumed leader-
ship of Trh and O’connor 
in September of 2014. prior 
to joining the bassett medi-
cal group, rule served as vice 
president of medical affairs 
and executive vice president 
of a.O. Fox hospital for five 
years.

“My experiences at Bas-
sett, Fox and as CEO of 
O’Connor and TRH have 
been extremely reward-

ing,” said Rule. “I am 
particularly proud of the 
collective achievements 
of the staffs at O’Connor 
and TRH; they work tire-
lessly on behalf of our pa-
tients and the Delhi and 
Sidney communities. It is 
through their efforts and 
the resources of the Bas-
sett Healthcare Network 
that we are able to meet the 
needs of the population we 
serve.”

in his new role, rule will 
provide executive leadership 
of ellis medical group, a 
250-member provider group 
associated with ellis medi-
cine in Schenectady.

Expert Artisans to Feature at Dec. 15 
Reception in Norwich

NOrwich - The public 
is invited to attend a free re-
ception at made in chenango 
gallery and gift Shop on 
Thursday, dec. 15 from 5 to 7 
p.m. to welcome newest mem-
ber, woodworker bill grimes, 
Jr. of Otego, and the return of 
guest artist, erik halverson, 
glassblower professor from 
Oneonta.

bill grimes, Jr. is a self-
taught craftsman whose pas-
sion for woodworking began 
over 30 years ago. designing 
and creating functional pieces 
for the home, bill’s wood-
working is a business he has 
developed independent from 
his full-time position at the 
State university of New york 
at Oneonta. Through partici-
pation in craft shows and art 
festivals throughout the cen-

tral N.y. region, bill meets 
individuals interested in 
hand-crafted pieces for their 
homes. he then arranges con-
sultations with these potential 
clients in his Otego shop and 
discusses in depth with each 
customer their particular proj-
ect. Sample pieces and vari-
ous furniture catalogs are of-
ten referenced for ideas, many 
times combining elements of 
different pieces to create one 
unique piece.

For the third year, erik 
halverson is returning to 
made in chenango gallery 
and gift Shop as the gallery’s 
december guest artist.

erik teaches hot glass and 
cold-working techniques and 
supervises the glass studio 
program at hartwick col-
lege. erik holds an mFa from 

alfred university and bSLa 
from university of wiscon-
sin, river. he studied at Na-
tional Taiwan Normal univer-
sity, Taipei, Taiwan, r0c, and 
royal college of art, London, 
england. artist residencies 
include wheaton arts, N.J. 
and the appalachian center 
for crafts, Tennessee Techno-
logical university, Smithville, 
Tenn. erik has been a visit-
ing artist and exhibiting glass 
artist throughout the united 
States; his work was pub-
lished in New Glass Review.

For more information about 
this reception, call made in 
chenango at 334-3355 or stop 
in at 27 N. broad St., Nor-
wich or like the gallery on 
Facebook.

Register Now for Walk/Fit Classes at 
Sidney Library

SidNey - walk yourself 
healthy at the Sidney memo-
rial public Library. 

yvonne ackley will present 
this fun indoor walking class, 
which offers participants the 
choice to walk one, two, or 

three miles each week.  This 
low impact aerobics class will 
meet on wednesday mornings 
at 9:30 a.m. beginning Jan. 4 
through Jan. 25.  a combina-
tion of walking in place, side 
steps, kicks and knee lifts to 

upbeat music will make burn-
ing calories fun.  

For more details and to reg-
ister for this popular program, 
stop in the library or call 
563-1200.

Afton Historical Society’s 2017 
Calendar Available Now

aFTON - The afton historical Society is pleased to announce that its 2017 calendar, “The 
afton museum,” is now available – just in time for holiday gift giving!  it’s a great way to share 
pride in afton’s history – or keep it for yourself and admire throughout the year.  calendars are 
available now at the afton Free Library.

Fun at the Unadilla Public Library this 
Holiday Season

uNadiLLa - Over the 
school break in december, the 
unadilla public Library will 
offer movies and other fun.

movies based on a book by 
J.r.r. Tolkien will be shown 

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
dec. 27 and from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, dec. 29.

also, on Saturday, dec. 31, 
families can finish out the year 

watching the LEGO Movie at 
10 a.m., then participate in the 
LegO challenge from noon 
to 2 p.m. participants are wel-
come to arrive in costume.
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For Advertising in the 
Tri-Town News, please call 

Ryan Dalpiaz.
607-561-3526

TRI-TOWN PUZZLE PAGE

Pine Ridge Groceries

BUY BULK BY THE POUND and $AVE —
Variety of Bread Flours - Including Gluten-Free Products

Nuts – Dried Fruits – Snack Mixes – and Lots More!
FROM THE DELI —

Wide Variety of Meats and Cheeses - Including several kinds 
of Swiss, Cheddar and Yogurt Cheese

Meats And Cheeses Sliced In Store. 
Buy sliced or chunked—any amount you desire.

WEEKLY 
MEAT and CHEESE 

SPECIALS

WE DO MEAT 
AND CHEESE 

PLATTERS

Fun Fact: Flamingos turn pink from eating shrimp.

Fun Fact: Peaches are members 
of the almond family.
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What Is An Ad?
an ad is something you pay to put in the paper. it is guaranteed to be in the paper or you get your money back. it 

can list prices and is worded exactly the way you give it to us. if it is a display ad (one with a box or border around 
it) it can include pictures or artwork, such as photos of a person with a birthday, balloons, your business logo, etc. it 
cannot be obscene, stolen from a website, book or another person. we do not print ads that are used for mudslinging 
or bad-mouthing an institution, business or person. all ads must be received by monday at 4 p.m. or they will not get 
in that week’s issue. if you need to see a proof of the ad we need to receive it by noon on monday.

What Is An Article?
an article can be edited by our staff. it can include a photo, but not artwork like logos or symbols. it cannot 

include prices. we use the articles first for things that are coming up in the next week. if something has already 
happened, we use the article as space is available. a smaller article may get in before a longer article because space 
is easier to find for it. it cannot be obscene, stolen from a website, book or another person. we do not print articles 
that are used for mudslinging or bad-mouthing an institution, business or person. all articles must be received by 
monday at 5 p.m. or they will not get in that week’s issue.

All Circulation Payments
and changes will take effect the 

following publication date
upon receipt

Attention
SubScriberS

poLice report mASonviLLe newS

good oLd dAyS

SIDNEY
25 YEARS AGO

Dec. 18, 1991
it was reported that, despite 

the fact that a 200-person 
layoff list was posted at the 
amphenol bendix Operations 

plant in Sidney on Thursday, 
dec. 12, amphenol’s direc-
tor of human resources at the 
time, Jerome monteith, would 
neither verify that number 
nor project the possibility of 
pending additional layoffs.

when asked if more lay-
offs were likely forthcoming, 
monteith said, “ i don’t even 
try to speculate because we 
have too many employees 
going to the media with all 
kinds of rumors. if i tried to 

answer to all of them, you and 
i would be on the phone all of 
the time.” 

 

BAINBRIDGE
25 YEARS AGO

Dec.  18, 1991
it was announced that all 

charges except one against 
bainbridge police offi-
cer, Scott cirigliano, were 
dropped by the Village board 
on dec. 9 and a follow-up 
hearing cancelled. 

at the conclusion of the 
dec. 9 meeting, trustee Fred 
prouty read a statement that 
included the motion to cancel 
the planned-on second hear-
ing and revise a letter of repri-
mand to include only a stipu-
lation of ‘failure to follow the 
police department’s chain of 
command.’ (cirigliano had 
shared police time card in-
formation with NyS&w rail-
road officials in September of 
1991.)  

James a. maddalone, with 
45 votes, won the three-way 
contest for fire commissioner 
in the bainbridge Fire dis-
trict. roger a. hutchison re-
ceived 30 votes and ronald 

w. drachler five votes. 
at the time, maddalone had 

been a firefighter for over thir-
teen years. his appointment 
was for a five-year seat. 

UNATEGO
25 YEARS AGO

Dec. 18, 1991
 

AFTON
25 YEARS AGO

Dec. 18, 1991
with the announcement of 

the resignation of then-super-
intendent, John Oates, on dec. 
11, the afton central School 
district and board of educa-
tion was compelled to find a 
quick and viable replacement. 
Oates, who was leaving his 
post of nine and a half years 
for a position in a larger dis-
trict, tendered his resignation 
as effective Jan. 31 of 1992. 

at the time, bOceS super-
intendent alan pole advised 
the afton bOe that recruit-
ment would likely take at least 
six months and an interim 
hire would be required in the 
meantime. 

The bOe voted unani-
mously at the time to open 

negotiations with Vernice 
church, the then-elementary 
principal and assistant super-
intendent to the district. 

 

SIDNEY
75 YEARS AGO

Dec. 18, 1941
The peal of sirens that con-

tinued late into a Friday after-
noon signified that the town 
of Sidney was “blacked out,” 
just as though enemy planes 
were headed for this area. The 
black out lasted for five min-
utes, just long enough to give 
law enforcement agents the 
chance to determine if every 
citizen in the area was partici-
pating, thereby making the ef-
fort effective.  

UNATEGO
86 YEARS AGO

Dec. 19, 1930
appropriation of an addi-

tional $10,000 to be added to 
the $220,000 already made 
for the new Otego central 
School was voted at a special 
meeting of the taxpayers.

This week’s quote is from 
winston churchill: “Success 
consists of going from fail-
ure to failure without loss of 
enthusiasm.” when you are 
enthused about something, 
do you give up on it?  This is 
a good quote for our young 
folks who are just starting out 
in this world—be it school 
careers, a relationship or just 
plain life in general, good luck 
to all who may be in a strug-
gle with life.

The winter Jazz concert at 
the high school on Thursday, 
dec. 8 was very enjoyable and 
teacher, mr. Norris, and the 
jazz students were very enter-
taining with many solo per-
formances by some talented 
young individuals. keep up 
the good work and good luck 
to you all in your future per-
formances and competitions. 

good luck to all students; 
the second progress report pe-
riod closes on Friday, dec. 16. 

here on the farm we were 
enjoying the nice weather 
until the cold came and we 
hope all farmers were able 
to get their equipment going 

this Sunday morning with the 
temperatures in the lower dig-
its and more cold coming. get 
ready! we hope you are pre-
paring for the frigid weather 
forecasted for next week. 

The calves keep coming 
even though it is cold and they 
seem to be doing well. i vis-
ited them and some are surely 
cute. 

i am sure everyone is get-
ting ready for the christmas 
season; be careful and keep 
safe on the roads while travel-
ing or just shopping and have 
a happy holiday.

congratulations go out to 
cody and amanda (mott) 
ruff on the arrival of their 
new baby daughter, morgan 
Frances ruff, born at wilson 
hospital on Nov. 17, 2016, 
weighing eight pounds and 
measuring 21 1/2 inches long.  
maternal grandparents are 
kris and henry mott and pa-
ternal grandparents are heidi 
and russell ruff. enjoy your 
little one; they grow up so fast.

birthday greetings this 
week go out to karleen du-
momd on dec. 26; erin an-

drews on the dec. 30 and 
Jolene Scott on dec. 31. have 
a great day, everyone. 

church services at the ma-
sonville Federated church are 
at 11 a.m. Sunday mornings, 
with adult Sunday school at 
9:45 a.m. 

activities for this week 
included play practice on 
monday and Tuesday nights. 
Thursday, dec. 15 is advent 
bible study at 6:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, dec. 18 at 11 a.m. 
will be the christmas play. 

monday, dec. 19 from 3 
to 4:30 p.m. will be a VbS 
christmas party. Tuesday, 
dec. 20 at 4:30 p.m. there will 
be a christmas box-packing 
session and baked goods, nuts 
and candies are welcome. 
please leave items at the 
church or give them to Fran 
carroll, heidi ruff or anne 
warner before Tuesday. 

christmas eve service will 
be at 7 p.m. with christmas 
morning worship at 11 a.m. 
There will be no adult Sunday 
school that morning.

NYS POLICE DEPT.

baiNbridge - On Nov. 
29, NyS police at binghamton 
arrested curtis c. commesso, 
32, of bainbridge, for the mis-
demeanors of reckless endan-
germent in the second degree, 
endangering the welfare of a 
child and criminal contempt in 
the second degree.

This arrest occurred af-
ter troopers were advised of 
a domestic dispute that had 
occurred on interstate 88 in 
Fenton. an investigation deter-
mined that on Nov. 20 at about 
4:30 p.m. while driving his ve-
hicle, commesso drove reck-
lessly by another vehicle that 
was occupied by his ex-girl-
friend, their young child and 
others. commesso also yelled 
at them and swerved in front 
of the victim’s vehicle causing 
them to be afraid. This conduct 
violated an order of protection 
that had been placed against the 
suspect by a court.

commesso was arraigned in 
the Town of Fenton court and 
was remanded to the broome 
county Jail in lieu of $2,500 
cash bail or $5,000 property 
bond. his next court date is 
pending.

 

DELAWARE CO. 
SHERRIF’S DEPT.

waLTON - On Sunday, Nov. 
27, delaware county deputies 
arrested ronald a. walley, 46, 
of walton, for driving while 
intoxicated, a misdemeanor 
under NyS Vehicle and Traf-
fic Law. he was also issued 

tickets for failure to keep right 
and speed unreasonable and 
prudent. The arrest was a result 
of a one-car motor vehicle roll-
over accident on county high-
way 23 in the Town of walton. 
he was released on appearance 
tickets returnable to the Town 
of walton court on dec. 28 at 
7 p.m.

 
waLTON - On Friday, dec. 

2, at about 10 p.m., delaware 
county Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested 47-year-old Joel Ortega 
of walton on one count of fel-
ony driving while intoxicated 
following an investigation into 
a report of a one-car motor 
vehicle accident with entrap-
ment on State highway 10 in 
the Town of delhi. deputies 
say the defendant operated a 
motor vehicle while in an in-
toxicated condition while hav-
ing prior convictions for dwi 
related offenses within the past 
ten years. Ortega is additionally 
charged with moving from lane 
unsafely and operating a motor 
vehicle out of ignition interlock 
restrictions. Ortega was later 
released on tickets returnable 
to delhi Town court at a later 
date and was left to the care 
of O’connor hospital medical 
staff for treatment of injuries 
sustained during the accident. 
Sheriff’s deputies add that this 
investigation is ongoing and ad-
ditional charges may be filed at 
a later date.

 
waLTON - On wednesday, 

dec. 7 at about 7:37 p.m., dela-
ware county Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested 77-year-old robert L. 
harrison of walton on misde-

meanor charges of possessing 
a loaded firearm in a motor ve-
hicle and discharging a firearm 
within 500 feet of a dwelling 
following a report of a shots 
fired complaint in the area of 
industrial drive in walton. 
harrison was later issued and 
released on appearance tick-
ets returnable to walton Town 
court at a later date.

 

SIDNEY POLICE DEPT.
Arrests:

guiLFOrd - Nov. 30: Tyler 
a. Smith, 24, of guilford, for 
aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion in the third degree.

 
SidNey - Nov. 30: william 

J. derrigo, 41, of Sidney, for ag-
gravated unlicensed operation 
in the second degree and oper-
ating a motor vehicle without 
an interlock device. 

 
meXicO, N.y. - dec. 1: 

kaila L. Lescenski, 28, of mex-
ico N.y., on a bench warrant.

 
baiNbridge - dec. 2: 

rashid a. Oliver, 31, of bain-
bridge, for a bench warrant.

 
SidNey - dec. 4: marlie 

a. gormley, 20, of Sidney, 
for unlawful possession of 
marihuana. 

 
SidNey - dec. 4: Jessica O. 

ambrose, 38, of Sidney, for ag-
gravated unlicensed operation 
in the second degree.

uNadiLLa - There will 
be no church service on 
christmas day, dec. 25, at the 
Friends church on roger’s 
hollow rd. in unadilla.

 
SidNey - On Sunday, 

dec. 18, St. Luke’s Lutheran 

church will be having cookie 
decorating following the af-
ter-service coffee hour.

 
giLberTSViLLe - The 

annual children’s program, 
“a christmas Story,” will be 
presented during the worship 

service at the gilbertsville 
baptist church at 9:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, dec. 18.

 
SidNey - The Sidney 

bible baptist church will be 
hosting a christmas hymn 
sing on dec. 18 at 3 p.m.

 

church updAteS
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Not Too Shabby Boutique Opens in 
Sidney 

SidNey – colleen ayres, 
owner of Sidney’s emerald 
city hair salon, has branched 
out in a new, creative direc-
tion and her shabby chic bou-
tique, located at 57 main St. 
within the salon, is the result. 

Not Too Shabby boutique 
opened just this month and 
features an array of glitter-
ing gifts, scarves, jewelry, 
candles, home décor, trendily 
refinished furniture and more. 

asked for the inspiration 
behind Not Too Shabby, ayres 
said, “i went into this business 
because i enjoy decorating, 
making jewelry and repurpos-
ing furniture.” anyone who 
has driven by ayres’s home, 
always decked out in tasteful 
seasonal finery, can attest to 
her keen eye for decorative 

design. 
many will know ayres, 

too, for her style savvy with 
a pair of scissors. The leap, 
then, from hair styling to 
home styling is an unsurpris-
ing one and ayres herself said 
she draws on her “personal 
creative juices” when it comes 
to Not Too Shabby’s eclectic 
wares. “This is me feeding my 
soul,” noted ayres. 

going forward, ayres said 
she intends to grow Not Too 
Shabby’s inventory by simply 
allowing herself to keep on 
creating. “i plan on continu-
ing making new pieces of jew-
elry and furniture and bring-
ing beautiful things to life.” 

Though Not Too Shabby is 
ayres’s creative brainchild, 
a dream has been brought 

to fruition through the help 
of loyal clients and devoted 
friends. ayres said she would 
like to extend a special thank 
you to some of the retired 
clients whose hair she has 
consistently done. “bunny 
warner and Linda Seymour,” 
ayres mentioned, “volun-
teer their time and enjoy 
‘shopkeeping.’” 

To learn more about Not 
Too Shabby, stop in monday 
through Friday from 9 am. to 
6 p.m., Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., or Sunday from 1 
to 4 p.m. also, call the bou-
tique at 563-1191 or check out 
the boutique’s ‘Not 2 Shabby’ 
Facebook page. and be sure 
to catch Not Too Shabby’s 
ad in this edition of Tri-Town 
News. 

Fokine Ballet Co. to Bring Visions of 
Sugar Plums & More to Oneonta

ONeONTa – On Friday 
and Saturday, dec. 16 and 17, 
the Fokine ballet company, 
under the direction of donna 
i. decker of the decker School 
of ballet, will take to the stage 
for its 29th performance of 
the annual classic, The Nut-
cracker. participants in the 
production will perform a to-
tal of five shows: two “school 
performances,” wherein local 
children of all ages and from 
a broad sweep of area schools 
are invited to come watch at 
a discounted rate and three 
performances for the general 
public, Friday, dec. 16 at 7:00 
p.m. and Saturday, dec. 17 at 
1 o’clock and 7 p.m.

established in 1988, the 
Fbc endeavors to enrich the 
area’s culture by way of su-
perior, classical ballet per-
formances and performance 
opportunities. according to 
the company website, Fbc 
“prides itself on showcasing 
professional dancers of the 
highest caliber from the N.y. 
metropolitan area, poland and 
russia,” and then providing 
local talent with the chance 

to share the stage with those 
renowned professionals. 

Fbc’s annual holiday pro-
duction of the seasonal fa-
vorite “harkens back to the 
original 1892 St. petersburg 
production,” staged at the 
famous imperial mariin-
sky Theatre, today the kirov 
ballet. 

company director and de-
scendant of the famed Fokine 
ballet family, donna i. deck-
er, will lend her own extensive 
ballet expertise to a version of 
The Nutcracker that combines 
elements of her grandmother’s 
restaging of the original Bal-
let Russe production in 1940, 
with the choreography of 
her mother’s 1957 version. 
decker’s grandmother and 
mother are alexandra Fedo-
rova Fokine and irine Fokine, 
respectively. 

The art form of ballet is 
steeped in tradition and car-
ries a rich, fabled history 
dating back centuries. On a 
familial level, decker her-
self is also steeped in bal-
let’s history. as an extension 
of both ballet’s and decker’s 

traditions, combined with the 
broader cultural sense of what 
defines the holidays, The Nut-
cracker ballet has grown to 
be an institution locally, as 
well as around the world. For 
many families, its return each 
december heralds the true ar-
rival of the season. and, for 
newcomers, The Nutcracker 
represents a uniquely acces-
sible chance for children (and 
adults) to be exposed to the 
fun, whimsical, and enchant-
ing side of ballet. 

with its instantly recogniz-
able score and lively, engag-
ing, even at times suspenseful 
story, this year’s Fokine ballet 
production promises to charm 
and delight audiences young 
and old, new and veteran.

Tickets to the upcoming 
performances can be pur-
chased at the decker School 
of ballet, 140 main St., 432-
6290, and the green Toad 
bookstore of Oneonta.  more 
information can be found by 
visiting www.deckerschoolof-
ballet.org.

Unadilla 3rd Graders Benefit from 
Butternut Valley Grange Gift

UNADILLA – The Butternut Valley Grange presented 62 dictionaries to the third grade 
classes and their teachers at Unadilla Elementary on Friday, Dec. 8. Going forward, Mrs. 
Wagner, Mrs. Wong and Mrs. Rowe and their students will be using the dictionaries in 
the classroom throughout the 2016-17 school year. 
After the presentation, Mrs. Wagner said, “Students were excited to accept a donated 
dictionary from Mr. and Mrs. Ritchey. In computer lab this week, students will be creating 
a thank you card for the Grange for their generous gift.” 
Representing the Grange and presenting the dictionaries were Norman and 
Anna Ritchey. Pictured here is Mrs. Wagner’s class, along with Norman Ritchey. 
This is an annual community service project sponsored by the Grange in Gilbertsville.

giLBertSviLLe newS

gilbertsville first respond-
ers, Scot Lucek, dave robin-
son, Jim Van dusen, duane 
Jacobs, dave haynes, kyle 
brannick, Shawn Shaef-
fer and mike and Nate Tif-
fany recently attended a class 
sponsored by empire Toyota 
of Oneonta.  This class high-
lighted the various potential 
issues if a hybrid car is in-
volved in an accident.

On Saturday evening, the 
local american Legion held 
their annual christmas party. 
There were 33 in attendance, 
which included four genera-

tions of the clinton hall fami-
ly and three generations of the 
Sebeck family. bill wright, 
bob hall and Steve Foster 
were the chefs in charge of the 
ham dinner.

ray musson was taken by 
ambulance on Saturday to Fox 
hospital.

Jim and heather boyce and 
two-year-old allison have 
purchased the home previ-
ously owned by richard Van 
houten on county route 
4. Jim works at bassett and 
heather is an elementary 
teacher at Laurens School.

Last Thursday, 43 grange 
members and friends trav-
elled by Oneonta bus Lines 
to hershey, pa. Luncheon was 
at the beautiful hershey ho-
tel, followed by a guided tour 
of hershey and a 25-minute 
drive through of the “Festival 
of christmas Lights.”

Santa claus made a visit to 
the grange hall on Saturday, 
where he enjoyed breakfast 
and distributed gifts to the 
children. Several senior citi-
zens were also in attendance.

Afton Community Enjoys Very Festive 
Afton Holiday Parade

aFTON - The streets of 
the village were lined with 
eager onlookers for the 2016 
afton christmas parade held 
on Saturday, dec. 3. The an-
nual event was organized by 
the Friends of afton and the 
parade committee along with 
the Village of afton.

The day started early with 
breakfast with Santa, held at 
the VFw.  The famous donut 
Shack opened for business 
at noon, serving their deli-
cious donuts.  Then at 4 p.m. 
Frankie cepero from power-
house entertainment played 
holiday music and featured 
live singers.  Frankie was also 
the emcee for the parade, add-
ing his special sparkle to the 
entire parade goings on!

This year’s parade had a 
great line-up, from musical 
instruments, Sponge bob and 
flying cows to toy soldiers, a 
live sheep and the cutest gin-
gerbread men ever!

There were more partici-
pants than in past years, with 
so much effort and hard work 
going into each and every 
entry. There were walkers, 
marchers, dancers, trucks, 
floats and so many twinkling 
lights! ending with the ever 
popular polar express train, 
designed by mario ruttkie-
wicz for the greater afton 
area chamber of commerce, 
Santa was aboard and greet-
ed children at NbT bank 
afterward.

accompanied by his fam-
ily, ron Sherman, the 2016 
grand marshal, had a spec-
tacular float! Sherman is a 
true community man and pub-
lic servant.

Judges Linda devona, 
Scott higby and christopher 
wright had the very difficult 
task of choosing the best of the 
best, and here are the results:  
best church- First baptist; 
best fire department- afton; 
overall best business-wagner, 
Nineveh; 1st place-The polar 
express; 2nd place-Studio 
b and 3rd place-cents-able 
Solutions.

Special thanks go out to: 
the Village of afton, commu-
nity chest, police and fire de-
partments, the greater afton 
area chamber of commerce 

(for taking over the refresh-
ment duties this year), TdS 
Telephone, Sertoma, main 
St. businesses, Z’s Trees, the 
donut Shack, mario ruttkie-
wicz, One’s Self design (me-
lissa mathews), NbT bank, 
Vincent’s restaurant, Landon 
James (parade runner) and 
Santa claus!

The Friends of afton and 
the parade committee are 
looking forward to seeing 
everyone again next year and 
wish everyone a very happy 
holiday season!

Pictured here, Senator Akshar poses alongside gingerbread 
men from the Main St. Enrichment Center.


